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World Council of Churches Begins Race Relations Project 


A new research project on problems of inter-racial relations will be under- 
taken by Dr. J. Oscar Lee for the ‘World Council of Churches. The National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA is making available the services of Dr, Lee, 
executive director of the Department of Racial and Cultural Relations of the 
National Council, 


Dr. lee will leave on January 14 for a three-month visit which will take him 
to Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Kenya, Pakistan, India, Ceylon and Malaya, The 
American expert in race relations will meet in each place those most active in the 
struggle for improved race relations, 


At each centre, Dr. Lee will try to discover how far the experience gained 
in America can be applied and how far methods used elsewhere can be used in the 
United States. He will try to discover how the World Council of Churches could 
give more help to those working in the field. 


Dr. Lee will prepare a report of his findings for the 90-member Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches which will meet at Yale University 
school in August 1957. 


The World Council of Churches at Evanston, in 1954, urged the churches within 
the orld Council menbership to "renounce all forms of segregation or discrimina- 
tion and to work for their abolition within their own life and within society". 


The study project is being aided by a grant of $3500 from the Fund for the 
Republic to the United States Conference for the World Council of Churches. 
HePede, Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Moscow Church Asks Postponement of of Meeting with WCC Officers 


At the request of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church the 
meeting cf representatives of the Orthodox Church of Russia with representatives 
of the World Council of Churches, which was to have taken place in the vicinity 
of Paris at the end of January, has been postponed. 


The Patriarchate has stated that its representatives need more time to prepare 
for the meeting. 


There will now be a further exchange of correspondence about a new date for 
the meeting. 


In the correspondence exchanged between the iiorld Council and the Moscow 
Patriarchate after the Second Assembly of the WCC in 1954, reference had been 
made to the desirability of a meeting between delegates of the Patriarchate and 
the Council. A specific proposal for the conversations was made in March 1956 
by the Metropclitan Nikolai, head of the office of foreign relations of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, to Dr, Franklin Clark Fry of the USA, chairman of the orld Council's 
Central Committee, Dr. Fry was visiting Moscow with a group of American church- 
men. The Metropolitan told Dr. Fry that the Russian Church, which has not joined 
the world body, "did not refuse to revise its attitude to the World Council of 
Churches" and wanted a discussion of common concerns. HePed., Geneva 


Officers of CCIA "Shocked" by Arrests 


Officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs have ex- 
pressed shock at the recent arrest in South Africa of "some 140 persons, including- 
Christians of international reputation", under charges of treason and of contraven- 
tion of the Suppression of Communism and the Riotous Assembly Acts (see EPS No, 47, 


1956). 


pir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman, and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, - 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, in a state- 
ment issued on December 20, said, "We shall await developments with deep concern. 
But no comment on the charges is appropriate before the trial takes place and the 
facts are known," 


"We are reassured by the knowledge that the reputation of the South African 
judiciary stands high", the statement of the CCIA said. The Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs is a joint agency of the International Mission- 
ary Council and the World Council of Churches. 


The statement supports the efforts being made in South Africa for legal aid 
for the defendants. 


"We are glad to know that two former judges and many leading churchmen have 
made a public appeal in South Africa for funds to ensure legal aid for those 
awaiting trial", Sir Kenneth and Dr, Nolde said, "This appeal has already met with 
generous response in South Africa," 


The South African sponsoring committee of the fund to secure legal aid also 
said that it is not within their province ane pronounce upon the guilt or innocence 
of those whose trials are pending. 


Since the CCIA issued its statement, bail has been granted for those before 
the courts. BePeoe, Geneva 
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CZECHOSLOVAKTA Professor Hromadka's View of the Hungarian Crisis 


(Prague) - In the course of a long statement analysing the Hungarian crisis, 
Professor Joseph Hromadka of the Comenius Theological Faculty in Prague, has 
declared that "even those Hungarians who were genuinely interested in a redress 
of the mistakes, sins and errors, recognise that the intervention of the Soviet- 
Army on November 4th 1956, saved the Hungarians from terrible bloodshed and dis- 
integration, and furthermore from national, chauvinist and social reaction, 
which could have taken the first step in Hungary toward a broader military con- 
flict in Central Europe and perhaps in Europe in general", 


The statement appears in a special issue of the official information ser- 
vice of the Protestant Churches in Czechoslovakia. Dr. Hromadka says he makes 
it "hesitatingly" and "at the request" of his "friends and brothers abroad who 
directly asked him for his opinion", 


Professor Hromadka acknowledges the difficulty of judging the rights and 
wrongs of the Hungarian situation. He says that "the beginnings of the events- 
in Hungary were connected with the sincere desire of numberless citizens, mem- 
bers of the Workers Party, intellectuals, and especially students, to surmount 
the internal shortcomings of the Hungarian society at a faster rate!', He goes 
on: "October 23rd evidently expressed the endeavours of Hungarian citizens for 
a tranquil, but rapid, redress of the situation and for the inauguration of a 
better policy. How did the catastrophe come about? It will be a long time still 
before we get to know all the details of that day and the follcwing days and 
before we penetrate to the reasons for the violent and tragic upheaval. Evident- 
ly the most responsible representatives of Hungarian political sphere lost their 
heads and were not able to estimate what was actually happening. They were too 
deeply isolated from the masses and from tellectuals. They hastily asked for 
the aid of Soviet military units, hastily called them off and lost their per- 
spective of events. From the very beginning,however, there were voices - besides 
those calling for a peaceful and organic redress - which raised slogans tinged 
with fascist nationalism, slogans expressing what had been suppressed for ten 
years, but which had been fermenting as a hang-over from the Hungary which had 
fallen in 1945." 


Referring to the Church situation, Dr. Hromadka writes that "the Hungarian 
events also shook the leadership of the Hungarian Protestant churches, Evidently 
not all was in order in them, And redress was necessary." 


Pointing out that approval of needed change in the church does not imply 
approval of all the political events that went with it, Dr. Hromadka continued: 
",../e€ do not want to be unjust, but we shall not join the expressions of joy 
over the ‘great day' in which the office of Bishop was returned to former digni- 
taries while thousands of people were murdered and the banner of social and 


political nationalism was raised on high." BePeSe, Geneva 
Us ecelte Moscow Patriarch Replies to German Leaders 


Patriarch Alexius of Moscow and all Russia describes the report of the de- 
portation of Hungarian citizens to the USSR as "false", in a letter replying to 
Dr. Heinrich Held of Dusseldorf and Dr. Ernst Wilm of Bielefeld. 


In their letter the two churchmen had asked the Russian Orthodox Patriarch 
to urge his government "to ensure that no deportations take place, and that no 
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hardships are inflicted in the political struggle". 


In reply Patriarch Alexius writes: "Dear Brethren in the Lord, You urge us 
to petition our government to stop deporting Hungarian citizens to the USSR, We 
can only explain your request by assuming that you must have received a false 
report. We feel obliged to draw your attention to the repeated official declara- - 
tions of the Soviet delegates at the XIth Assembly of the United Nations Organisa- 
tion concerning the unfounded charges of inhuman treatment made against the 
Soviet Union," 


Concerning the attitude of the Russian Orthodox Church to "the tragic events 

in Egypt and Hungary", the Patriarch Alexius writes: "We are deeply disturbed 

just as you are, dear brethren, by the sufferings of the peoples in these countries 
and we pray continually that the Lord may bless them and give them peace (Psalm 

29: 11). We are glad to hear of the efforts made by the peoples of those countries 
to re-establish normal peaceful conditions, But we realise the difficulties by 
which they are faced. In the effort to relieve the distress of the Egyptian and 
Hungarian peoples, the Russian Orthodox Church has made its small contribution, 

and it has also helped with reconstruction. We are sure that your churches have 


also responded to the appeal to help Egypt and Hungary." EeP.S.e, Geneva 
SWEDEN Parliament Initiates Inquiry on Church-State Relations | 


After a lively debate lasting ten hours the Swedish Parliament has authoris~ 
ed the setting up of a Parliamentary Commission to present an "impartial" report 
on future relationships between Church and State. 


The formula for the Commission's establishment emphasises that it should not 
prejudge its conclusion. The Parliament has thus not fallen into line with earlier 
attempts, such as those made in Spring 1956 by the present Swedish Ambassador in 
Oslo, rolf Edberg, to conduct inquiry with a view to separation of State and 
Church, 


The terms of reference of the Commission, which was not supported by the ™ 
Parliamentaty minority of the Conservative Party and the Farmers! Party, include- 
study of religious instruction in schools, theological studies, religious proper- 
ty rights, the function of clergy as public registrars, funeral arrangements and 
the salaries and pensions of Government servants in offices for ecclesiastical 
affairs. HePeS., Geneva 


Divinity School Appointment for World Council 
Faith and Order Secretary 


The secretary of the “CC's Commission on Faith and Order, J. Robert Nelson, 
has accepted the invitation of Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Ten., USA, to 
become dean of its Divinity School. He will assume his new responsibilities in 
september 1957, after carrying through several important Faith and Order con- 
ferences in America during the Summer, 


Dr. Nelson was elected by the Commission on Faith and Order to be its secre- 
tary following the Lund Conference, 1952. Since he began his work in Geneva in 


- 1953, the work of Faith and Order has been extended by the establishment of eight 


continuing theological commissions as well as special conferences and study 
commissions on Christian unity in various countries. 


- 
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The Divinity School of Vanderbilt University is a prominent non-denomination- 
al school, Last year it was granted the sum of three million dollars by the Sea- ~ 
lantic Fund of the Rockefeller family for further development, Announcement of Drs 
Nelson's appointment was made by Chancellor Harvie Branscomb of the University. 

. HePedey Geneva 


WCC's General Secretary Visits North Africa 


In December Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft visited the churches in Algeria and ~- 
Tunisia which are related to the World Council. He gave lectures on the ecumenic- 
al movement in Oran, Algiers, Constantine, Béne and Tunis. On the occasion of his 
visit an ecumenical service was held in Tunis with the participation of the Greek 
Orthodox, Anglican, Methodist (Arab-speaking) and French Reformed Churches. He 
also attended a number of conferences of pastors and church councillors at which 
the specific responsibilities of the Christian Church in the present critical 
situation in North Africa were discussed. The main point to which the discussions 
returned again and again was what the churches can do to bridge the gulf between 
the Christian and the Moslem communities. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft visited the leaders of the various religious communities 
in Algiers and Tunis. In Tunis, where on January lst the new legislation takes 
effect which abolishes the special Moslem courts and the practice of polygamy, 
he discussed questions of religious liberty with a number of government leaders 
and was assured that the government accepted the principles laid down in the U.N. 


Declaration of Human Rights. E.P.S., Geneva 
INDONESIA Fast Java Church is Twenty-five Years Old 


The Christian Church of East Java, which celebrated its twenty-fifth birth~ 
day in December, has almost doubled its adult membership since it achieved auto- 
nomy in 1931. 


In 1931 adults in the church numbered 11,891 by comparison with 22,783 in 
1955. Children in 1931 numbered 11,013 by comparison with 19,357 in 1955. 


The East Java Church is one of the most important mission areas among Moslems. 
In 1931 it enrolled 176 converts from Islam. The number enrolled had risen to 605 
in 1955. 


After pioneering efforts by a Eurasian farmer and a German watchmaker in the- 
second half of the nineteenth century, the Christian mission in East Java preserv= 
ed its lay emphasis, Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, a layman, who was later the first direc- 
tor of the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, was referred to 
during the recent celebrations as "the midwife who assisted at the birth of the 
Kast Java Church', 


The festivities associated with the special meeting of the synod to mark the 
anniversary included dramatic and musical performances reminiscent of the indi- 
genous Wayang "shadow plays" of Java. B.PeSe, Geneva 
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SWIT ZERLAND The Oldest Manuscript of the Gospel of St. John 


The papyrus Bodmer II,which contains the oldest known manuscript of the first 
fourteen chapters of the Gospel of St. John,has now been published by the Bodmer 
library in Geneva. The editor, Professor Victor Martin of the University of Geneva, 
says in his introduction that the experts who have studied the reproductions of 
this codex are agreed that according to the paleographical evidence this manus- 
cript was written at the beginning of the third century or possibly about 200 
A.D. Thus this papyrus is probably a full century older than the other manuscripts 
which give the full text of St, John (i.e. the Vaticanus and the Sinaiticus). 


This important new text will now have to be studied by the specialists in 
textual criticism. The general impression which the manuscript makes is that it 
differs from the known manuscripts at many points in matters of ordering of the 
words or of style, but that there are few or no variations of substance, 


Parts of the manuscript of other chapters have been found and will also be 


published by the Bodmer Library. BeP.Se, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Four Lutheran Churches Take Steps Toward Union 


Four Lutheran church bodies with a combined membership of 2,861,000 agreed 
during December to merge into a single church 


Forty-two commissioners of the four groups voted unanimously to proceed with 
plans for organic union after agreeing that "no serious doctrinal differences 
separated them", 


They constituted themselves a Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity and direct- 
ed a steering committee to prepare blueprints for the new body and report at the 
next Commission meeting on March &. 


The new body will be the largest Lutheran Church in the United States, Next 
in size with 2,076,379 members is the lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, which has 
so far remained aloof from all union moves. 


The merger will include the 2,270,000~-member United Lutheran-Church in 
America; the 536,000-member Augustana Lutheran Church; the 35,000-member Finnish 
Evangelical Lytheran Church of America (Suomi Synod); and the 20,000-member 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


The Ecumenical Review 


Articles in the current issue of the "Ecumenical Review", quarterly publica- 
tion of the World Council of Churches, deal with the images used in the Bible to 
describe the Church. After an introduction to the subject by Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
executive secretary of the World Council's Commission on Faith and Order, Father 
Gabriel Hebert of the Society of the Sacred Mission writes on "The Body", the Rev. 
Ernest Best from a different vantage point on the same subject, Bishop Cassian - 
(of the Orthodox Institute of Theology in Paris) on "The Family of God", Profes- 
sor J.B. Soucek of Czechoslovakia on "The Shepherd"and Professor N.A. Tahl of 
Norway on "The People of God!', 
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The "Kcumenical Chronicle" gives the text of statements by World Council 
officers on the Hungarian and Suez crises, a statement on the study of areas of 
rapid social change, a document on the future of ecumenical work camps and an 
extended note by Léon Gauthier of the Old Catholic Church in Switzerland on the 
25th anniversary of intercommunion between Anglican and Old Catholic Churches. 
There is a comment on the Ninth World Methodist Conference held recently in the 
_ United States. 


"World Council Diary" discusses the role of the ecumenical movement in 
crises such as those in Hungary and Suez. Book reviews appear as usual, 
EeP.eSe, Geneva 


The International Review of Missions 


Field conSultations in a number of areas have enabled the editors of the 
International Review of Missions to vary the form in which they survey the year's 
developments in their January issue, by securing from some leaders in the Christ- 
ian mission their impressions derived from visits to particular areas of service 
in one region or another, 


Dr. Norman Goodall, who recently visited the Middle Hast, gives his "Reflecs 
tions on the Near and Middle East", In "Currents in the South Pacific", the Rev. 
E.V. Newman considers changes and influences in a previously isolated part of the 
world. The Rev. T.A. Beetham, who has served in Africa, contributes a study in 
"The Church in Africa Faces 1957'', of the problems and tasks of independence and 
self-government. In "Protestant Latin America: Sight and Insight", Mr. Alberto 
Rembao, editor of "La Nueva Democracia", gives a picture of the Evangelical 
Church, The Rev. Frank Short records contacts and insights gained in an extensive 
tour of Asia, 


Other articles include Dr. Horace M, McMullen's "Spiritual Aspects of. the 
Plight of the Arab Refugees", based on attendance at the second Beirut Conference; 
"The Training of Men Missionaries", by the Rev. H.D. Northfield; and the Rev. A.H. 
Dammers' article based on recent experience in South India, of "The Vocation to 
Short Service in the Church Overseas", 


There are field reports and a summary of some of the year's developments in 
the missions of the Roman Catholic Church. EPs, Geneva 


In Brief 


mission to enter Jordan. Altogether about 1,500 pilgrims passed through the Man- 
delbaum gate separating Israel from Jordan on Sunday, January 6, in order to 
celebrate the Greek Orthodox Christmas at Bethlehem. 


tet ce ee a am nee vn Oe 


mre mente eee Ree — ee ee ee 


42, 1955) have been deferred until further notice "in view of recent events in 
Hungary", 
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sion over a mile long marched through the main street to the town square carry- 
ing flaming bamboo torches. Siantar is within the area of the Batak Church. The 
“procession was organised by theological students of the Siantar seminary and. 
bore in front an enlarged emblem of the "ecumenical ship', crest of the World 
Council of Churches. 
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authorise full ministerial status for unmarried women who are theological grad- 
uates. The vote to give women this status was taken by 92 per cent of the Church's 
total membership of 85,000. The percentage which voted included both men and 
women, Women ministers must, however, resign if they marry. 
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in London at the age of 86, As foreign secretary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society from 1905-39, and secretary and chairman of the Conference of British 
Missionary Societies he took part in the formation of the International Mission- 
ary Council. 
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A minister of the Disciples of Christ, Mr. Harry Partin, will conduct a 
study of "The Word of God and the Living Faiths of Men" under the auspices of the 
International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. Mr. Partin, 
formerly of the University of Chicago, will begin his study in London and-later - 
ian religions will be within the Departments of Ilissionary Studies and Evangelism 
of the World Council of Churches. HeP.S., Geneva 
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Universal Day of Prayer for Students 


Students and churches are asked to pray in all countries on Sunday February 
17, the Universal Day of Prayer for Students, remembering especially the people 
suffering in Hungary and the lliddle Hast. 


In a message commending this vear's Call to Prayer, Mr. Philippe Maury, 
general secretary of the /orld's Student Christian Federation, calls on the Fede- 
ration's members "to act in accordance with this prayer of intercession - to do 
everything in their power to alleviate their suffering". He requests support for 
World University Service and the Refugee Relief of the orld Council of Churches. 


The Call to Prayer,which is accompanied by a service of worship and inter- 
cession, says that the students throughout the world "ask the same questions - 
questions concerning the physical universe, national freedom and peace, personal 
ambition; questions about family life and relationships; questions (it may be) 
about meaning as well as measuring, character as well as culture, life as well as 
thought." 


"Students also meet at a deeper level, along with the rest of men", says the 
message, "In the Father's will is our peace. His Son confronts us openly with offer 
and challenge. It is His Spirit we deny, or resist, or obey. But for some there is 
a deeper unity yet, which belongs to the people of God. Those who believe are 
given the right to become the children of God, eating at the same table, sharing 
a common trust in our Saviour Christ who speaks of 'My Father and your Father'. It 
is He who teaches us how to pray." 


The Call declares that the Lord's Prayer implies that those who use it will 
be identified with Christ. Its words “Our Father" are not "conventional and un- 
demanding but part of the scandal of the Cross. Let us pray for students who cannot 
accept that the name 'Father! has anything to do with God; for those whose in- 
tellectual problems are a symbol of moral uneasiness; for all who are committed 
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to a doctrine which has no room for God's redeeming act in Christ - whether one 
of the great ancient religions, or Islam, or atheistic communism, or materialism," 


Explaining the meaning of the opening of Christ's Prayer, the Call makes i 
detailed requests for intercession on behalf of students in many different situa- 
tions, It says that "to call God Father is not to speak presumptuously but to 
speak in obedience to Christ, and by His Grace!, that "to use the adjective ‘our! 
is not to shut up God within His Church, but call all men to a new birth through 
the Spirit", and that "to say tour Father' is not to be childish, but to receive 
the freedom of mature sonship!", 


The Call concludes: "So on this day, as in duty bound, let us think prayer- 
fully of one another in our different situations. Je meet with Him who is the 
firstborn of many brethren, within the family of God. An old liturgy follows the 
receiving of the body and blood of Christ at the family table with the words, 
‘And now, as our Lord hath taught us, we are bold to say: Our Father', Let us 
say it, then, in many languages, but one voice," 


The full text, with an order of worship, is available from the World's 
Student Christian Federation, 13 rue Calvin, Geneva, Switzerland, 
H.P.oe, Geneva 


COLOMBIA US State Department Intervenes for Rights of American Protestants 


In a statement declaring that constant attention is being given to the situa~ 
tion in Colombia through the American embassy at Bogota, the US State Department 
has pledged itself to "continue to make every effort to obtain full protection 
and consideration for the rights and property of citizens of the United States". 


"Since 1951", says the statement, "there have been numerous incidents of 
violence involving American missionaries and destruction of American mission 
property." 


The State Department lists as "another cause for complaint" a "so-called 
mission agreement signed by representatives of the Vatican and the Colombian 
Government at Bogota on January 29, 1953, by which the Roman Catholic Church was 
given exclusive right to proselytise and carry on religious and educational work 
in a considerably expanded area, now believed to constitute between two-thirds 
and three-fourths of the national territory. As a result of this new delimita- 
tion", says the statement, "a number of Protestant missions were ordered closed 
by the Colombian authorities, Since 1953 our embassy at Bogota has taken up this 
question on numerous occasions with the Colombian Foreign Office, emphasising the 
Long period over which Protestant establishments have existed in this area and 
the inequity of the action taken against them. The Colombian Government has 
given considerable study to the problem, and has indicated that it hopes it will 
be possible to reopen the closed churches in the near future." 


The Department of State and the United States! Foreign Service are described 
as being "constantly alert to instances of religious persecution anywhere in the 
world", They explain that "whenever violations or abridgements of civil rights 
and religious freedom occur and American interests are involved, the Department 
makes a careful investigation into the circumstances in order to determine what 
action could and should be taken. A considerable degree of success has been 
achieved in many such instances. ‘hen citizens of other countries are involved, 
however, there is often little that our Government can do directly, for it must 
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be recognised that these problems are primarily internal ones subject to the 
jurisdiction of other sovereign governments," 


The Government of the United States, according to the State Department, "con- 
tinues by every available means to make unmistakably clear its support of civil 
rights and freedom of worship, and we are actively engaged with other govern- 
ments in international organisations in endeavouring to promote respect for these 
rights throughout the world", 


Dr. Reuben E, Nelson, speaking as vice-chairman of the Department of Relig- 
ious Liberty of the National Council of Churches, welcomed the news that the 
Colombian Government is re-considering its ban on Protestant missionary activities 
in large rural areas of the country. He commented that "the reopening of some 20 
or more churches in the so-called "mission territories" of Colombia would seem- 
an "indispensable" first ster toward any practical solution of the long-stand- 
ing issue, 


"The 20 churches referred to were those closed during 1956. Since January 
1953, when the ban was announced in a government order, many churches and church- 
supported schools were closed because they were Protestant. At the same time the 
Roman Catholic Church was given the exclusive right to carry on religious educa- 
tion activities in the affected areas. 


"Since the ban was imposed, numerous acts of violence and destruction, ‘includ- 
ing burning of church property, were carried on against the Protestant churches. 
Protestant groups in the United States, including the National Council of Churches, 


have protested against both the ban and the ensuing violence." EeP.S., Geneva 
FRANCE — City of Lyons Sees Ecumenical Exhibition 


An ecumenical exhibition to present the World Council of Churches to the 
people of a major French city opened in Lyons on January 11. A large display of 
photographs, maps, pictures and works of art is on show in the city's permanent 
exhibition gallery. Hundreds of posters have appeared in the city streets and 
shop windows, featuring the crest of the World Council of Churches, the ship of 
the people of God afloat on the sea of the world, with the cross as a mast. 


The Opening of the exhibit, which was attended by representatives of the 
municipal authority, leading citizens, the general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches (Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft) and Bishop Dupuis (representing Cardinal 
Gerlier of lyons), was followed by a large public meeting addressed by Dr. 

Visser 't Hooft. The exhibition has been prepared and reported by publicity in 
the daily press, and by radio and television. A lyons cinema is currently showing 
"Ordet" (The Word), the Venice prize-winning Danish religious film based on a 
drama of Kaj Munk. 


On successive days rallies of youth, women and laity are bringing together 
members of parishes and congregations from all the districts round lyons, which 
is the third city of France. Staff members of the World Council of Churches from 
Geneva have cooperated in the arrangements and the carrying through of the 
programme. The president of the French Protestant Federation, Pastor Marc Boegner, 
will close the series of meetings with an address on "Christians Faced. with the 
Problem of Unity". 


After the exhibition, which has been organised by a team of Protestant and 
Orthodox workers in the sity and in friendly contact with Roman Catholic circles, 
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the displays will be dismantled for possible re-erection in other French-speaking 
centres. Pastor Paul Eberhard of! Lyons plans to produce a publication, based 
largely on material in the exhibition, for wide dissemination. 


The publicity for the exhibition, which was devised by pastors, journalists 
and design experts, said: "We want it to be a fine exhibition - airy, light, 
attractive, realistic and striking. We want it to teach something to Christians 
of all confessions. We want it to be a testimony to unbelievers of God's power 
in the Church, and through the Church in the world, The ecumenical exhibition 
Will be an event in the history of Protestantism in Lyons." 


In the first three days of the exhibition, there were over 2,000 visitors. 
HeP.Se, Geneva 


HUNGARY j Office of Church Affairs Abolished 


The Hungarian Government Office for Church Affairs, which was established 
in May 1951 to deal with all relationships between the state and the churches, 
has been dissolved. The business of the office will be dealt with from now on by 
the Hungarian Ministry of Public Education. . 


Bishop Berecaky's Resignation Questioned 


The Council of the General Synod of the Hungarian Reformed Church is in-= 
vestigating the resignation of Bishop Albert Bereczky of the Danubian district 
who ~elinquished his office during the extensive changes in Protestant church 
leadership during November (see EPS No. 41, 1956). The circumstances surrounding 
the resignation are to be re-examined. HePeSe, Geneva 


Christian Aid Continues for Hungary's Refugees 


By the end of the first week of January, 180,000 refugees had escaped to 
Austria, More than half of these have been moved to other countries, At the 
beginning of the New Year a nightly average of '700 people continued to cross 
into Austria, the proportion of Protestants being slightly higher than the pre- 
viously reported estimate of 30 per cent. 


In an interview with the Vice-President of the United States, Mr. Richard 
Nixon, the director of Service to Refugees of the ijorld Council of Churches, Dr. 
Edgar Chandler, urged the importance of adequate financial support for the 
Austrian Government, the Red Cross and Voluntary Agencies helping the refugees. 
Dr. Chandler asked that the United States Government should try to introduce into 
new legislation a provision for refugees who had accepted temporary asylum in 
European countries other than Austria to enter the United States, Existing legis- 
lation in America provides only for immigration from countries of "first asylum". 
Dr. Chandler also took the opportunity to plead the cause of displaced persons 
and escapees who havs been temporarily neglected owing to natural emphasis on 
the new Hungarian arrivals. 


During the Christmas and New Year seasons 50 special Protestant services of 
worship were organised by a team of pastors working as a unit with the assistance 
of the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. 


Mobile teams and seven resettlement officers of the World Council of Churches 
continue to register and process refugees for resettlement abooad, 
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The YMCA and YWCA maintain their recreational, cultural and spiritual activ- 
ities within 40-50 camps spread all over Austria. It is estimated that together 
they touch 21,500 refugees. Information bulletins in Hungarian giving details 
about migration possibilities, temporary settlement in Austria and methods of 
tracing relatives and friends ar3 published every second day in the Tyrol and 
Upper Austria. Community activities in the camps include language classes, needle- 
work, handicrafts, film programmes and orientation for resettlement, 


The YMCA-YWCA was also working among the refugees who came to Austria with 
arms or in military uniforms and were put as internees into a special camp near 
Salzburg. With the permission of the Defence Ministry and in accordance with an 
understanding with the International Red Cross, this camp was supplied with 
equipment and programme materials. In cooperation with the Vocational Training 
School in Salzburg courses for electricity and radio mechanics have been pre- 
pared. The camps has now disbanded and the inmates have been sent to other centres. 


A two~day conference for Protestant Hungarian refugee pastors in Austria is 
being held from January 16-17 in Vienna under the sponsorship of the Austrian 
Evangelical Churches, lutheran and Reformed. The lutheran World Federation and 
the World Council of Churches are represented at the conference. An estimated 
25 persons are expected to attend. 


At the Ecumenical Insiitute of the World Council of Churches, Bossey, Switzer- 
land, theological students of 15 countries and ten confessions, gathered for the 
Graduate School of the Institute,have addressed an appeal for ministry to the 
Hungarian refugees to theological students throughout the world. They seek ten 
thousand dollars for the pastoral care being provided by the ecumenical team of 
refugee pastors and theological students now at work in Austria. 


The Protestant youth movements in Austria have cooperated from the beginning 
in serving the refugees. The Reformed, lutheran, Baptist, Methodist and Old 
Catholic Churches have recently established an "Ecumenical Youth Service! In 
addition they provide volunteers for work after office hours among the refugees, 


including emergency transport. HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Race Relations Message Seeks Action for Desegregation 


(New York) - The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA has urged- 
local congregations to take a forthright stand on the "crucial" issue of segrega= 
tion. 


In its annual message for Race Relations Sunday, Feb. 1O, which will be read 
from the pulpits of thousands of churches of its thirty constituent communions, 
the Council states: "If we are to remain true to the gospel of Jesus Christ, we 
must not rest until segregation is banished from every area of American life." 


The message was drafted for the Council by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., leader 
of the bus boycott in Montgomery, Ala., where he is minister of the Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church. It was later adopted as a Council statement for distribution by the - 
the Council's Department of Racial and Cultural Relations, 


The statement underlined that the churches themselves have largely failed to 
purge their own bodies of discriminatory practices,and urged them to work for a 
non-segregated society along lines suggested by the Council's Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations, append3d to the statement, 
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Using as a theme, "For All - A Non-Segregated Society", the message saids 
"The broad universality standing at the centre of the gospel makes brotherhood 
inescapable." 


After noting that some progress toward integration has been made, the state- 
ment pointed to segregated housing as "a critical problem remaining in every 
section of the nation". Segregated transportation facilities, slow compliance 
with the Supreme Court's decision on integration in the public schools and other 
areas calling for Christian action were deplored, At the same time, it paid 
tribute to "the courageous persons who stand steadfastly for the principles of 
Christian love and justice". 


The message noted that "there are those who are telling us to ‘slow up! in 
this move for desegregated society" and commented: "The true Christian knows 
that it is morally wrong to accept a compromise which is designed to frustrate 
the fulfilment of Christian principle." 


The Race Relations Sunday message further urged that love, patience and 
understanding govern those undertaking the fight for a desegregated society. 
MNWise restraint and calm reasonableness", it declared, "must prevail in the 
process of sccial change. But these considerations should serve to further the 
objective and not become a substitute for pressing toward the goal," 


A six-point guide for action by churches in the community, appended to the 
message, suggests: securing facts, discussing and formulating concrete proposals 
for constructive action on public school integrations; supporting legislation ~- 
designed to guarantee full opportunity for all; and protesting against legisla- 
tion aimed at maintaining racial discrimination. 


Other suggestions were: building up public opinion in favour of desegraga— 
ting public transport facilities; working with employers' groups, professional 
organisations and unions to secure equal opportunities for all workers; and 
working to develop "open occupancy" housing. 


Copies of the 1957 race relations message of the National Council have been 
distributed to local churches, councils of churches, church women and other 
community groups throughout the nation, B.PeSe, Geneva 


Famous Sinai Monastery is Unharmed 


A United Nations mission reported that St. Catherine's monastery and its 
priceless relics had escaped damage in the Egyptian-Israeli hostilities. 


Reports from Egyptian sources had said advancing Israeli forces looted the 
ancient monastery, which is in the Sinai desert and is believed to have been 
built by Emperor Justinian in memory of St. Catherine of Alexandra. 


The United Nations Emergency Force sent a mission to check the reports and 
carry supplies to the monastery's eleven monks, 


A United Nations spokesman said that the monastery area still was occupied 
by Israeli troops and the historic building was undamaged. EeP.Se, Geneva 
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POLAND Rebuilding Parish Life in the Reformed Churches 


"The new Church of Poland is growing", wrote Jan Niewieczerzal, the Warsaw 
superintendent in charge of reconstruction and reorganisation of the Reformed 
churches in the Polish People's Republic, in an article in the German "Reformier- 
te Kirchenzeitung". During the years under the German occupation of Poland, the 
Reformed Church there almost ceased to exist. Before the war there had been 5,000 
members of the Reformed Church living in Warsaw alone, but in 1945 there were 
hardly 1,000 of them left. It was difficult for these few Protestants even to 
hold meetings, because all the documents, deeds and books belonging to the church-= 
es had been destroyed by fire and war-damage. 


Since then considerable progress has been made in restoring the work of the 
Church throughout Poland, according to the information given by Superintendent 
Niewieczerzal, although there are only six pastors available to give spiritual 
care in seven churches and six smaller groups. Church services and Bible study 
groups are being held regularly once more. In Warsaw a new church organisation 
for evangelism and social work is being set up. The superintendent also reports 
that churches are being built with state support, and that students are receiving 
theological training. 


The many tasks by which the Reformed Church of Foland is confronted can only 
be tackled with the help of larger churches, says Superintendent Niewieczerzal. 
He closes his report with an appeal: "No church which shares our faith can be 
indifferent to the way in which one of its sister-churches lives and works, 
especially if it knows what a hell of suffering and destruction that church has 
passed through and realises that it was on the verge of extinction." 

HeP.oe, Geneva 


GERMANY Professor Freytag Visits Young Churches in Asia 


(Hamburg) - Indonesia, Australian New Guinea and India are points of call during 

a study-tour now being undertaken by Professor Walter Freytag, chairman of the 
German Protestant liissionary Council and Professor of Missions at Hamburg Univer- 
sity. Professor Freytag is chairman of the Division of Studies of the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council. The purpose of his journey 
is to study the position of young Christian churches in an environment influenced 
by pagan and other ideologies. Professor Freytag has visited these countries 
before, in 1934-35 and 1938-39, and will investigate the changes which have 

taken place in the life of the indigenous churches. In India, the German mission 
leader will be the guest of the Church of South India. 


During Dr. Freytag's absence from Hamburg Bishop Stephen Neill is guest- 
lecturer at Hamburg University. Bishop Neill was co-editor of "A History of the 
Ecumenical Movement" and formerly one of the associate general secretaries of the 
World Council of Churches. He is lecturing on movements for church union and on 
the Church of South India, which he helped to establish, Bishop Neill is also 
taking charge of the Hamburg Mission Academy during Dr. Freytag's absence. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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GERMANY The Church of Berlin-Brandenburg Loses §, 000,000 Marks 


(Berlin) - Owing to the curtailment of state subsidies, changes in taxation and 
restrictions on collections, the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg has 
lost over eight million D-Marks, In order to avert the crisis caused by this, 
Bishop Dibelius, in_an appeal read from all pulpits in East Berlin and Branden- 
burg, has: called on members of the Church to make a special sacrifice. The appeal 
said: 


"The maintenance of church workers in the Democratic sector of Berlin and in 
the Province of Brandenburg ~ the pastors, catechists, parish-nurses, organists 
and many other full-time workers, necessitates an expenditure of 20 million 
marks a year, at the most modest estimate. The cost of maintaining places to 
train these workers and of repairs to churches and pastors’ residences amounts 
to about another 10 million marks a year. This does not include the social work 
done by the Church, its institutions and homes, its academy, its conferences and 
courses of instruction.. 


"During the past year the Christian churches in the German Democratic 
Republic have had greater difficulty in exercising these rights. A new method 
of collecting taxes in the Democratic sector of Berlin has resulted in a loss 
of six million marks-for the Church; moreover the subsidy paid by the state to 
the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg has been reduced by over a million marks. The 
restrictions on our collections have also caused a loss of over a million marks 
a year, We have requested the state to assist us, but so far without result. In 
addition, obstacles are put in the way of our receiving help from our sister- 
churches in Western Germany and in the ecumenical movement - at any rate in the 


form that has been adopted hitherto," E.eP.oe, Geneva 
GERMANY Church of the Union to Study Forms of Church Union 


(Berlin) - The Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU),at its meet- 
ing in December in Berlin, received a report on the work of the ecumenical study 

group of the EKU. This study group has been dealing mainly with different forms 

of church union and has made a therough study of the Church of South India. The 

Council will now intensify its study by establishing contacts with other "union 

churches" in the ecumenical movement. 


The Council decided to buy a house in Berlin to carry on the work of the 
Ecumenical study group under the management of an independent board of trustees. 
BeP.Se, Geneva 
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in Tavistock Place, London, next month. The previous building on the same site 
was completely destroyed in February 1945 by a rocket bomb,and the general secre- 
tary, the Rev, W.l. Elmslie, and other officers of the church were killed, The 
Evangelical Church in Germany contributed to the re-building. 


Od 
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held in Minneapolis, USA, from August 15-25, 1957, include issuing of a study 
document, "Christ Frees and Unites", to the Federation's 57 member churches, 
The document has gone out in English, German and Swedish, In addition to 700 
delegates and official visitors from 29 nations, visitors are expected to take 
up 5,000 seats in the Minneapolis auditorium. 
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youngest of the 435 members. The other is Dr. A.C. Powell, who has been a member 
throughout the last seven electoral periods. As minister of a negro church he 
carries on a constant strugsle for equal racial rights. 


Twenty-five years ago, when short wave was new in radio, a group of experts 


went to Quito (in Ecuador) with a small transmitter, to win people of all nations 
largest Protestant broadcasting station in the world. There are now eight trans- 
mitters (a new 50 kilowatt transmitter was erected a few weeks ago). Between them 
they broadcast for 31 3/4 hours every day, except Monday, in nine languages, and 
to every country in the world. 
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Comminion in the Reformed men's Community of Taizé, France, like its predecessor 
"Soli Deo Gloria" made by the same group, which won the 1955 French Grand Prix 
for liturgical music, is available, with text in English, French and German, for 
2,800 French francs, from the Communauté de Taizé, Taizé par Cormatin, S. & Ly, 
France (with music 3,200 francs.). 
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US and British Churches Exchange Letters After International Crises 


Letters have been exchanged between the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America and the British Council of Churches about 
recent international events. 


Writing on behalf of the U.S. Council on December 6, the Rev, Dr. Eugene 
Carson Hake, president, said: 


"ile have followed your actions in these critical days with a deepening aware- 
ness of the community we find in the service of our lord. ie express our apprecia- 
tion of your steady witness for peace with justice. 


"As Christians in the United States we humbly recognise that we and our 
government share responsibility in and for the crisis in the world of nations. - 
With you, we would reaffirm our confidence in the United Nations as the instru- 
ment through which the moral authority and will to peace of the peoples of the 
world finds appropriate and effective expression." 


In a reply on. behalf of the British Council of Churches, the Arcliishop of 
Canterbury said: 


"The British Council of Churches, and I personally, greatly appreciate the 
message of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America conveyed in the President's letter of December 6. The encouragement 
of that message derives both from your understanding of what we have in our Council 
striven, under God, to do in those perplexing days, and from the solemn pledge 
your message contains of common Christian fellowship. At a time when decisions 
and actions of the British Government have been sharply criticised by many in our 
country, the restraint and understanding courtesy shown by our American fellow- 
Christians are deeply valued; and on our side we endeavour to show the same restraint 
and courtesy when criticisms here are directed against the policies of your Govern- 
ment. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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"Tt is salutary, however, to observe the sharpness of divisicn in judgment 
on recent events found amongst British citizens. It reminds us how grave and diffi- 
cult is the Christian task of finding how to reconcile in a true integrity the 
rendering to Caesar the things that belong unto Caesar and to God the things that 
belong unto God. To find the way of reconciliation is the task committed to our 
International Department in the formulation of policy and the guiding of the Church- 
es." 


Both letters also made reference to the growth of the bonds which bind the 
Church together through the World Council of Churches in a time of such inter- 
national disturbance. H.P.S., Geneva 


Telephone Ministries Aid Hopeless 


A 24~-hour-a-day programme of spiritual ministry by telephone has been launched. 
in Stockholm, Sweden, by the Stockholm diocese of the State Lutheran Church. 


By dialling a phone number callers can receive a personal message from one of- 
a team of pastors assigned to answer the calls. The programme, originated in Stock- 
holm by the Rev. Berndt Backlund of the Laengbro parish, is actually the idea of-a 
minister of the Swedish llission Association, at Haelsingborg, the Rev. Erik Berns- 
paang., The 30-year-old minister is known as the "suicide pastor" because of his 
concern over the growing number of suicides in Sweden ~ 1,200 in the last year. His 
advertisement in local papers saying "before you commit suicide, ring Haelsingborg 


12730" brought more than 300 calls. The number of daily calls shows no sign of 


abating. 


The Stockholm diocese's "phone ministry" also may be adopted in the big 
industrial town of Oerebro if a proposal by Lutheran pastors there is approved by 
the local church council. 


Tas aA 


Berlin also has a NT’ eLephone Ministry"; since it was started last October it 
has brought help and consolation every week to over a hundred people in despair. 
By dialling No. 32 01 55,people who are ill or lonely can contact the Ecumenical 
Order of St. Iuke which gives help to all who have lost hope. Bishop Otto Dibelius 
supported this telephone ministry by making an appeal entitled "no one need commit - 
suicide this Christmas"; he urged the Christian churches to arrange special Christ- 
mas gatherings in Berlin on Christmas Eve for people who are lonely or who have 


lost hope. HePeSe, Geneva 
FRANCE Roman Catholic liagazine Presents Keumenical Movement 


(lyons)- A special issue of the Roman Catholic illustrated publication "llissi", 
timed to appear before the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, from January 18-25, 
(see EPS No. 46, 1956), features an article asking how Roman Catholics can find 
their appropriate place within the lcumenical movement. 


The article, written by Father Maurice Villain, a contributor to one of the 
preparatory volumes for the Jorld Council of Churches! inaugural Assembly in 1948, 
says: "Catholics can and should become part of the ecumenical movement, in the same 


way as other Christians. That is what we should wish to show by using a vocabulary 


which is valid for all Christians." 


"By seeking a way of getting into touch with their separated brethren", says the 
writer, who prepared the special issue of the magazine, "Catholics certainly intend 
to remain true to pure doctrine and are not to go beyond the limits of their own 


discipline." 


_ 
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In several fully illustrated historical and evaluative surveys other pages 
objectively report the origins anc evolution of the Jorld Council of Churches. 
"lissi", which calls itself a magazine of spiritual information and international 
solidarity, is published in lyons by an editorial group representative of sixteen 


Roman Catholic religious orders. H.eP.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY ; "The Voice of Prayer is Never Silent" 


(Herrnhut) - The Moravian Church is celebrating its 500th anniversary this year 
by arranging a Chain of Prayer for Peace, in which the Moravian Brethren all over 
the world will participate. The first settlement of the Moravian Brethren was in 
1457 in Kunwald (in the east of Bohemia) and in 1722 the Moravian Church was 
restored in Herrnhut by Count Nicolaus fudwig von Zinzendorf. 


The Prayer for Peace was started in the West of Tibet in January in the Morav- 
ian Mission, and will be taken up by the churches in Jordan and Tanganyika. It will 
then pass to Czechoslovakia (the birthplace of the Moravian Brethren), be celebrated 
all over Europe, and then continued by the daughter churches in Africa. Next it will 
be the turn of the churches in Great Britain, who will pass it on via Labrador and 
Alaska to California. The chain of prayer for peace will then be resumed in Honduras 
and pass through Jamaica, finally reaching Dutch Guiana, where it will be closed by 
the mission church in Surinam in December 1957. The programme is planned so that on 
every day in the year one church will be praying from midnight till midnight for 
peace in the world, for the continuance of the Christian Church, and for the growth 


of the Moravian movement, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Protest against luther Film's Cancellation 


Pressure from the Roman Catholic Church has been given as the reason why a 
Chicago television station cancelled the TV premiére of the film "liartin Luther", 


Protestant churchmen have charged WGN-TV with "a violation of the freedom of 
the press", while producers of the film call the action "a real disservice to 
religious understanding", The film was scheduled to be shown on December 21, then 
was cancelled on December 20 to avoid, the station said, "ill will during a Holy 
Season", ; 


At a January 9 press conference, Robert E.A. Lee, executive secretary of 
lutheran Church Productions, said that before the film was cancelled "the station 
had already privately told us that it was at the receiving end of pressure from 
high Roman Catholic sources", Pending a review, a formal protest to the Federal 
Communications! Commission is planned against WGN-TV for banning the filn, 


A spokesman for the Chancery Office of the Roman Catholic archdiocese in 
Chicago said that it had made no formal protest to WGN. He declined to comment on - 
charges by Protestant leaders that the station was vulnerable to pressures mobilis- 


ed by the Roman Catholic Church, HePsSe, Geneva 
HONG KONG YMCA Secretaries Plan Strategy for Asia 


Seventy~five laymen and secretaries from 12 countries discussed the theme 
"Serving Youth in the New Asia", at the fourth YMCA Conference for South and East 
Asia, from December 10-20, near Hong Kong, 


Special attention, for the first time in many years, was given to rural work, 
with half the conference members spending five days discussing the problem. 


No. 3 - January 25th, 1957 Sat 21 


During the conference, the functions of the Area Committee for South and Hast 
Asia, a part of the world Alliance of YMCAs, were revised. The committee, among 
other things, will be expected to provide a forum for study and action on common 
concerns of national movements in the area and interpret the Christian mission and 
methods of the YWGAs in Asia. 


New secretary of the World Alliance for South and East Asia is M. G. Dharmaraj, 
general secretary of the Nagpur YMCA and warden of the John Mott Hostel in Nagpur. 
He succeeds Dr. 5.C. Leung, who retired from the post after seven years. At one 
time Dr. Leung had been general secretary of the YilCAs of China. ieP.Ge, Geneva 


Challenges to Professor Hromadka's View of the Hungarian Crisis 


Professor Joseph Hromadika's view of the Hungarian crisis (see EPS No.1) has 
drawn comments from a large number of Christian papers. Misgivings are expressed 
by "Stimme der Gemeinde", published in Darmstadt by Martin Niemoller, Gustav W. 
Heinemann, Heinrich Gruber, Herbert Mochalski and other well-known church leaders. 


"ie admit that Professor Hromadka is right in saying that events in the Hast 
and in the West would develop better in a peaceful atmosphere, that is in an 
atmosphere free from disparaging and disintegrating propaganda", writes the editor 
of Stimme der Gemeinde. “At the present moment", the article continues, however, 
"we fail to see how the injustice and force used in certain ccuntries such as 


Hungary. can be condoned because of the risk of war." 


Stimme der Gemeinde goes on: "Was it not precisely the communist workers, 
intellectuals and students who revolted against the régime, because they felt that 
its methods did not contribute to sccialist construction but,on the contrary, were 
an obstacle in the way?" "Is it not true that something was extremely rotten in 
the state of Hungary?" asks the writer. 


Remarking that there were many people in the West who were pleased about the 
Hungarian revolt "because of their dislike of Soviet Russia rather than because 
they were interested in the freedom of the Hungarian people", Stimme der Gemeinde 
adds: "But there were a great many others whose first concern was for the victory 
of justice, humanity and human dignity. They were not interested in any particular 
system, but in the sufferings of humanity." 


The January number of the Protestant monthly "Amt und Gemeinde", published in 
Vienna, also critically examines Professor Hromadka's statements. Referring to 
Professor Hrcmadka's allegations that the October revolution was aided by elements 
in the West, it says that silence is impossible following the "vehement attack" 
started by Professor Hromadka: "We feel, the paper says, "it te be an attack on 
our country, on its carefully~guarded neutrality, and on the help given by the 
West (including the Protestant churches)." 


Amt und Gemeinde asserts that Professor Hromadka has made "serious accusa- 
tions without really determining whether they are true. i/e regret this, the writer 
says, "because it poisons the relations between churches whose members should be, 
and would like to be,brothers. We sympathise with our brethren in the East, who 
sometimes have to do things which must weigh heavily on their ccnscience. But they 
must preserve a degree of accuracy in their remarks." 


In France the Protestant weekly "Réforme" poses what it calls "troubling 
questions" arising out of Professor Hromadka's analysis. The first concerns the 
reliability of the information available to him, "It is disturbing to discover 
that the information given by Professor Hromadka not only contradicts that received 
by Western sources (that might be explained by the propaganda on both sides); his 
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information is also at variance with the personal accounts given by Hungarians who 
have escaped the misery in Hungary, who are not likely to hold reactionary convictions." 


Reforme goes on to ask whether it is "impossible for a Christian whose thought 
is moulded by Holy Scripture, if he lives in the 20th century to detach himself from 
the ideological, political and social climate imposed by a particular régime, and to- 
have sufficient spiritual discernement to interpret the facts without being influenc- 
ed by slcgans and propaganda?" The paper also declares that Professor Hromadka's 
statement raises the problem as to which comes first for man as seen in Christian 
terms - order or liberty. 


The interdenominational "British Weekly" asks "if it is true that there was a 
strong element of fascist counter-revolution, why shoot or imprison or deport the 
Communist and Social-Democrats who revolted with the rest of the people? Why not 
only fascist counter-revolutionares? Dr. Hromadka makes some valid criticisms of 
the West and few would dispute them all, but the same criticisms are made forcibly 
and freely in the West. And it is inadequate to argue that the errors of the West 
are errors of policy and those of the Soviet sphere merely errors of administration 


and inexperience." EP.S., Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKTA Czech Brethren Summon Congregations to Pray and Act for Peace 


A message addressed to parishes by the recently held 12th Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Church of Czech Brethren calls members of the Church to strive to preserve 
peace in the world. 


"We cannot pass over in silence the circumstance that the 12th Synod met in 
days when the world was, and still is, going through a very dangerous and threaten- 
ing period", said the Synod. "Because of human shortsightedness, selfishness and 
pride, the danger has arisen that the arduously built international authority will 
be undermined, that the slowly germinating confidence between nations will be 
stifled, and because of all this the barriers against dissolution and ruin would 
be opened," 


The message goes on to affirm that it prays "for all parts of Christ's Church 
in our country and throughout the world, especially for responsible workers in the 
ecumenical movement: that they in their judgments and actions should not allow 
themselves to be sweot by events and moods of the moment but should lock to the 
deeper reasons of today's difficulties and dangers", It seeks intercession "for 
Christians to exert their influence on public opinion and the governments in their 
countries, for seeking peace without violence in controversial questions, and to 
work for a state of things in which nowhere in the world should people suffer from 
want, uncertainty of livelihood, unfreedom, and therefore from hopelessness in life." 


"We cannot pray for peace in the world and at the same time fail to be sons 
and daughters of peace", the message says, "From the Holy Scriptures we know that 
not every peace is right and good, We do not call for a peace based on indifference, 
irresponsibility and unwillingness to make a decision and bear the burden of 
struggle for a greater measure of truth, justice and humanity in this world. We are, 
however, called to live in the peace of those who do not fear the severest storm 
because they know the Lord thho reigns above all storms." H.eP.S., Geneva 
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SPAIN Application for Civil Marriage under New Decree Refused 


In the first application for a civil marriage to be filed since the Spanish 
Government issued its new decree last October (see EPS No. 46, 1956), a Baptist 
minister and his fiancée have been refused a permit. 


The application, which was lodged with the municipal official of Villaverde, 
declared that the couple did net profess the Catholic religion. The cause was 
referred for an opinion to the local diocese of the Roman Catholic Church. 


A reply signed by the Archbishop of Madrid-Alcala said: "In spite of the fact 
that the applicants declare they have abandoned the koman Gatholic Church, although 
they certify that they were baptised, they cannot validly contract marriage except 
-4n its canonical form." The Archbishop then cites a provision of canon law which 
says that non-Roman Catholics who were baptised in the Roman Catholic Church and 
also lapsed converts to Catholicism, must observe the requirements of canonical 
marriage. The Archbishop's document says the Concordat of 1955 between Spain and 
the Holy See requires canonically valid marriage in such cases. 


The couple are considering the possibility of appealing against the decision 
of the municipal authority. E.P.S., Geneva 


pkey Brief 


The Community of Agape within the Waldensian Church, the oldest Protestant 
church in Europe, will hold a series of work camps and conferences again in 1957.6 
The international and ecumenical centre built by international work camps will be 
completed by a tower. The programme for the year, which includes an international 
Bible study camp on "Jeremiah and Our Time" and meetings on dramatic art and sacred 
music, is available from the Segreteria d'Agape, Perrero per Praly, Torino, Italy. 
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offering, the Department for International Aid of the Diaconal Council of the 
Reformed Church pointed out that "our work in the intermational sphere has only 
just begun," 
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was injured in the blasts. Gov. James li, Folsom called the bombings "the work of 
anarchists" and offered a $2,000 reward for information leading to the arrest of 
the terrorists. 
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at least one person praying every minute throughout 1957 for peace, brotherhood 
and justice. For the last two years the denomination's Board of Evangelism has 
sponsored nation-wide prayer vigils. 
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pavtised as Catholics during the same period is estimated at 70,000, 
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ly and uncompromisingly against the National Socialist régime and for freedom to 


political and ecclesiastical differences should not be allowed to obscure the aware- 
ness of unity in faith at the very deepest level. 
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al training in the Rhineland, following a decision taken at the annual conference 
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Winneapolis, Minn, H.P.Se, Geneva 
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HUNGARY Visit to Hungary for lutheran World Federation Officials 


A ne A 


Two Iutheran World Federation officials with permission to enter Hungary left 
Vienna, Austria, for Budapest on January -30 for a five-day visit, Making the trip 
are IllF executive secretary Carl E. Iund-Quist and the Rev. Mogens Zeuthen, Lik 
secretary for minority Iutheran churches, Pastor Zeuthen, a Dane, speaks Hungarian 
and will act as interpreter. There is a possibility that he will stay on longer 
in Budapest for further discussion. 


"The lutheran World Federation is thankful that we have the opportunity for 
personal conversations in the present situation of the Church in Hungary", Dr. 
Iund-Quist said. The two men will talk with church and government officials about 
the situation of the Church and the distribution of Protestant contributed relief 
goods, They also plan to visit Hungarian lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass,who ex- 
pressed joy at their coming when notified by telephone on January 23. 


Dr. Iund-Quist had a telegram in December from the State Office of Church 
- Affairs saying he would be welcome in Budapest. HeP.S., Geneva 


YMCA World Alliance Delegation Back from China 


(Geneva) ~ A delegation from the iorld Alliance of YMCAs, recently returned from 
a one month-visit to China, reports that 25 YMCAs are at work, carrying out re=- 
ligious, educational, cultural and physical education activities. 


The three-man delegation visited Peking, Tientsin, Nanking, Shanghai, Hang- 
chow and Canton, Though they spent most of their time studying the YiICAs and the 
churches, they also visited several schools and industries and met political and 
youth leaders. The group talked with the faculties of the theological seminaries 
in Peking, Nanking and Canton and preached in Shanghai churches, 
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Dr. Y.C. Tu, general secretary of the national committee and a national 
staff member, and all general secretaries of local associations which the delega- 
tion met, are persons who were active in YMCA work before 1949. 


Altogether there are between 700,000 and 800,000 members in the Protestant 
churches in China, while about 3 million Chinese belong to the Roman Catholic 
Church. The general secretary, Glinther Feuser, described the close collaboration 
between the YMCA and the established church. This collaboration went so far that 
the YUCA secretaries attended the theological seminaries run by the Church, and 
all their mission work was planned together. Giinther Feuser emphasised the fact 
that after a long period of isolation (which may not have been its own choice) 
the Chinese Church was seeking contact with Christians in the lest. Feuser said 
he was certain that the Chinese YMCA wants to resume its collaboration with the 
World Alliance of YMCAs. 


David Robinson, a vice-president of the World Alliance, Giinther Feuser, 
Germany, secretary for refugee work for the German YMCA and general secretary of 
the German national committee, and Tore Littmarck, Sweden, on the JJorld Alliance 
staff in Geneva, made the trip. ; 

A YMCA delegation from China has also visited the Indian YMCA movement recent- 
ly and a return visit is planned. BePede, Geneva 


Scriptures for Hungarian Refugees 


Hungarian refugees will receive a copy of the Scriptures in their own 
language in the country where they settle. The United Bible Societies in London 
have announced t at all the Bible societies in countries where Hungarians are 
being received have arranged to provide the Bibles. Several societies are giving 
money to produce the Scriptures in countries where the Bible societies are not 
self-supporting. 


Fifty-thousand copies of the Gospel of John have been printed in Switzerland 
and are now available, and 100,000 oopies of Imke will be ready by the middle of 
February. Twenty-thousand Bibles and thirty-thousand New Testaments, printed in 
Holland, and 5,000 Bibles and 20,000 New Testaments printed in Great Britain will 
be ready by the end of February. 


The Bible societies in each country will see that available supplies are 


distributed equitably. H.eP.Se, Geneva 
DENMARK Invitation to Russian Churches Deferred 


The Danish Iutheran bishops have decided to postpone inviting a Russian 
church delegation to visit Denmark, "in view of the circumstances" in Hungary. 


In a joint personal letter to the Patriarch of Moscow, Bishop Fuglsang-Dam- 
gaard, Copenhagen, and Bishop Erik Jensen, Alborg, appealed to him "in the name 
of Christ to make his great spiritual influence felt in order to safeguard the 
freedom of the Hungarian people and bring about a just peace and put an end to 
the sufferings of the nation." So far there has been no direct answer from the 
Patriarch. Both Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard and Bishop Jensen took part in the 
Danish Church delegation's visit to Moscow a year ago. 


Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard, in an interview in Kristeligt Dagblad, pointed 
out that he was ‘well aware that the events of the past few months have made it 


é 
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almost inhumanly difficult to maintain contact across the Iron Curtain. But", he 
continued, "I feel that we should very carefully consider the new situation and 
try to decide what is most right in the long run," The bishop answered critics 

of the Danish visit to Russia by saying, "It was right that the visit took place. 
The Russian Church is able to survive only if it has the necessary spiritual 
strength and therefore we must keep on praying for it and not give up our fellow~- 
ship with it." 


Asked if he did not think it possible for a church to identify LueelLi so 
closely with a godless regime that it would be unreasonable to maintain contact 
with it, the bishop answered, "Yes, but I do not feel that this is the case 
with the Russian Church." E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Fund Raised for Arrested South Africans 


a 


A special fund established by the organisation Christian Action, to provide 
legal defence of the more than 150 persons arrested for treason in South Africa, 
has passed the £2,000 mark, The goal of the fund, which will also be used to aid 
the families of the accused men, is £10,000. Reports from South Africa say that 
the men arrested in Port Elizabeth have lost their jobs, including one man who 


had held the same position for 17 years. BeP.Se, Geneva 
KENYA Anglican Bishop Strongly Supports Interracial. Partnership 


In a sermon preached on January 13 in All Saints! Cathedral, Nairobi, Kenya, 
the Anglican Bishop of Mombasa stressed the need for encouraging progress towards 
partnership and community. The nt. Rev. Led. Beecher said that the church had no 
intention of supporting suggestions that such progress should be controlled or 
even impeded. 


"Any member of the church in this diocese who suggests or acts to the con- 
trary will receive no support from mel, he said. 
PE ’ 


As far as the church in the diocese of Mombasa was concerned, the bishop 
said he intended to pursue a policy aimed at showing the Church of Christ as 
the true family of God in a world where accidental and purely superficial dis- 
tinction and differences were no longer held to be significant. BePeSe, Geneva 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity iidely Celebrated 


Reports from many countries indicate widespread observance of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25 (see EPS No. 46, 1956). The Faith and 
Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic group 
around Father P. Michalon in the city of Lyons have distributed literature to a 
greater public than in any previous year. 


In Switzerland the Evangelical Women's Community of Grandchamp in the Canton 
of Neuchatel prepared the week by a series of ecumenical discussions on "Schism 
as an Ecclesiastical and Spiritual Problem". The sessions, held from January 7-10, 
were attended by Roman Catholic and Protestant theologians from several countries. 
The seventy participants, some of whom were laymen, joined in the liturgical 
offices of the community. 
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Ecumenical services were held in the Cathedral of St. Pierre in Geneva, in 
Neuchatel, Bienne, la Chaux-de-Fonds and St. Imier. In Zurich Professor Oscar 
Cullman of Bale delivered an address on "Primitive Christianity and the Ecumenical 
Question, He recalled the inter-church aid rendered by the New Testament churches 
to the poor in Jerusalem and suggested an annual collection in Protestant churches 
for the poor in Catholic churches and vice versa. 


At a Roman Catholic service in Geneva, a Dominican, Father de Riedmatten, 
said that in the week of prayer when Christians of Geneva had been invited to 
pray for Christian unity it had to be saida that they were called to do much more 
than this. "To convey truth by love and recognise love in our brethren is true 
ecumenism, he said. It is almost too fine 40 be expected, It borders on the 
danger of utopianism, but all the same it is the truth." 


In the United Kingdom special services were held throughout the country. 
Anglicans and Methodists sang Evensong together in the Church of St. Mary Wool- 
noth, Lombard Street, London. Prayers were said in Christ Church, Anglican 
Cathedral at Oxford, every day except Thursday, when they were held in the Roman 
Catholic Chaplaincy. A public meeting on "Catholicism and Unity! took place at 
Cambridge and was addressed by Anglican, Orthodox and Methodist speakers. The BBC 
and independent Television arranged special programmes. 


At a meeting in St. Pancras Town Hall, London, the Bishop of Oxford, Dr. -H.Jd- 
Carpenter, presided over a meeting addressed by Anglican, Roman Catholic, Con= 
gregationalist and Greek Orthodox speakers. Father Bernard Leeming of the Society 
of Jesus told the audience that "the ecumenical movement had been subject to 
criticism by almost every denomination. Nevertheless it was a movement notable 
in Christian history. It indicates a desire for unity which did not exist fifty 
years ago, Father Leeming quoted with appreciation the modest words of an 
Anglican concerned with that movement, Canon Oliver Tomkins, "It exists in order 
to be dissolved." 


In France, Pastor Mare Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federa~- - 
tion, in a front page article for the weekly "Christianisme au Xxe Siécle" intro- 
duced the many regional and local observances throughout the country by saying: 
"Tt cannot be denied that very many Catholics who pray for unity cannot imagine 
4% except in terms of the return of their separated brethren to the Roman Catholic 
Church, But then it is no less certain that unity as found in the intercession of 
many Protestants takes on a colour that it would be difficult to regard as truly 
ecumenical, Alas, poor Christians that we are, we all have the utmost difficulty 
in purifying our intercessions from our prejudices, our misunderstandings, our 
narrowness and our one-sidedness." 


The celebration of the week as an Octave of Prayer for the return of non- 
Roman Catholics to the Holy See continues in the Roman Catholic Church alonge - 
side the movement of the late Abbé Paul Couturier which prays for unity accord- 
ing to Christ's will without specifying what that unity is. 


"Being united in prayer makes us all reflect", writes the service of the 
International Catholic Press Agency-KIPA, issued in Switzerland, in an article 
-on the Octave of Prayer (January 18-25). "It makes us reflect on the sad reality 
of our divisions, the decisive need for unity, the causes and effects of divisions, 
and the one truth which is indivisible." The present-day division of Christendom 
is a "disastrous fact" (continues the article); the Asian countries which are 
just reaching maturity and which are still almost completely pagan, cannot possibly 
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perceive "the great sign of Christendom" in such a situation; or if they do_ 
perceive it, they cannot see any sign of unity, much less any active Loy 
Despite the "stumbling blocks" which Protestants find difficult to accept in 
the Catholic Church - such as the primacy of Peter and of the Pope and the 
appeal to "return" to Rome - Catholics and Protestants have drawn considerably 
nearer to one another. "The opposing fronts have been broken up, the discussion 
has begun. There is a large measure of cooperation in social, cultural and 


charitable work." HeP.Se, Goneva 
GERMANY ‘ Inner Mission and Hilfswerk to Unite 


(Bielefeld) - "Inner Mission" and "Hilfswerk", the two large organisations 
carrying on social work within the German Evangelical churches,are to be amal- 
gamated. 


Hilfswerk was founded after the war in 1945 by Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, now 
President of the German Bundestag. The "Inner iission'' is more than a hundred 
years old, 


The Administrative Committee of Hilfswerk had already given its consent to 
the merger, which has now been approved by the Central Committee of the Inner 
Mission at a meeting held on January 23 in Bielefeld. The union still requires 
the approval of the All-German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
which will consider passing legislation to give effect to the new arrangement 
at its conference at Halle in March. ; 


The new organisation, which will be called "The Inner Ifission and Hilfs- 
werk of the Evangelical Church of Germany", will have headquarters in Stuttgart. 
Pastor Friedrich Minchmeyer, until now president of the Central Committee of 
the Inner Ifission, will be director, 


Hilfswerk was founded at the time of Germany's defeat in 1945, when the 
organisation of the Inner Mission was crippled, and gifts from churches in the 
ecumenical movement had to be properly distributed. 


Bishop Hanns lilje, president of the Central Committee of the Inner Ifission, 
said such an organisation could stimulate the social work of the Protestant 


churches in Germany. E.P.o., Geneva 
GERMANY _ A Yearts Social Service 


The Protestant churches in the Rhineland, Hesse-Nassau and Bavaria have 
asked girls to devote one year of their education to serving in the social 
work of the Church. Dr. Heinrich Held,in his appeal,said immediate help could 
be given to overworked mothers of families and to nurses in Protestant homes 
and institutions. 


Thirty girls have responded to the appeal in the Rhineland alone. The "year 
of social service" counts as practical experience for girls who plan to take 
up social work as a career. They must be over 17 years of age. They are placed 
in families, children's homes and hospitals, homes for old people and other 
institutions belonging to the Inner Mission and Hilfswerk. They relieve the 
sisters and receive practical training in the treatment of old and sick people 
and child care. The girls receive pocket-money, free board and lodging, and an 
allowance for clothes. H.eP.S., Geneva 
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Current Work in the Division of Studies 


From time to time EPS will from now on give details 
about developments in the divisions and departments 
' of the World Council of Churches 


Varied projects, including a biblical study on the world and the church 
under the Lordship of Christ; a discussion of the question, "Does church unity 
require all Christians to worship the same way?"; and a three-year study of 
Christian responsibility in areas of rapid secial change, are some of the chief 
concerns of the Division of Studies. 


A rapid survey of the division shows: 


Director Robert S. Bilheimer leaves on February 10 for a three-month trip 
to West Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Malaya and Indonesia. The purpose: to investigate 
ethical problems involved in technical assistance and development problems and to 
promote the theological study on the Lordship of Christ. He will also attend 4 
conference in Siantar on rapid social change and a conference of the churches of 
South East Asia in Prapat, Indonesia. 


The executive secretary of the Department on Church and Society, the Rev. 
Paul R. Abrecht, leaves on February 7 for an S-weeks' trip to Africa to help 
develop projects related to the current study on the Christian responsibility 
toward areas of rapid social change. He will stop in Ethiopia, Kenya, Northern 
Rhodesia, the Cameroons, the Republic of Togo and the Gold Coast. In Northern 
Rhodesia, the Cameroons and Togo, Mir, Abrecht will be accompanied by the Rev. 
John Karefa-Smart of Freetown, Sierra Leone, the consultant in Africa for the 
rapid social change programme, The WICC study is being developed in five areas 
of Africa: the Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesia, the Union of South Africa, the 


Cameroons, the Gold Coast and Liberia, A project is being considered for Kenya. 


*Papers on the theme, "The Lordship of Christ over the World and the Church" 
are being prepared by scholars. The study was authorised in 1955. The division 
held a study conference last summer to outline the purpose. The group declared, 
"The ecumenical movement cannot grow and deepen unless intensive biblical and 
theological work is undertaken at each major point in the common life of the 
churches", 


“A study on the "Life and Work of the Younger Churches in Uganda", based on 
several months research in Uganda, is nearly complete. 


“Twenty-five thousand leaflets were distributed this year to aid in the 
observance of the rapidly-growing Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 
18-25, Promotion of the week is one of the projects of the division's Department 
on Faith and Order. 


“The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Riches, the Bishop of Lincoln, has been named as chair- 
man of the Faith and Order Department's Theological Commission on Worship for 
Europe. The bishop will lead the group of European theologians in the second 
stage on Christian worship and ways in which obstacles in worship causing divi- 
sions in the church may be overcome, 


The results of the first stage of the study, begun in 1939 by the Faith and 
Order Movement, are summed up in the book "Ways of Worship", published nL bes 
Bishop Riches has been a representative of the Church of England on the Faith and 
Order Commission for the last 10 years. 
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“#The bulletin of the division, begun two years ago, has a current circula- 
tion of 2,200 and appears twice a year in French, German and English. 


¥In the study of the problems of rapid social change attention is constantly 
being given to the theological foundations of the study. Currently six documents 
about the study have been issued, and a preliminary report is expected to be 
ready for the Central Committee at its meeting in August 1958. BePeo., Geneva 
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About 40 Russian Bibles a week are going to refugees in Manchuria from the 
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operation in Latin America of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in ~ 
the U.S.A. Under the programme, ifr. Arristia will preach and train other evangel- 
ists in nearly all of Spanish-speaking Central and South America and the Caribbean 
ATCA. 
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Washington D.C., January 21. It was the first time in US history that a member of 
the Greek Orthodox Church has participated- Archbishop Ifichael, head of his 
church in North and South America. Others were the Rev. Edward L.R. Elson, 
Eisenhower's pastor at the National Presbyterian Church, Dr. Louis Finkelstein 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary, New York, and Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Edward Cardinal hloorey of Detrcit. 
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Churches, has been elected president of the Standing Conference of Voluntary 
Agencies working with the United Nations! High Commissioner for Refugees. The 
election was held in Geneva on January 28 and Dr. Chandler will hold the office 
for a two-year term. 
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Church World Service last year when they were in distress have held a special 
campaign and sent 12,000 yen (about $35) to CWS for famine sufferers in Hokkaido. 
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Obtain an equivalent grant for the Protestant churches, part of which would be 
used to build new training colleges for pastors in Essen and Dortmund. Within 
the future see of Essen, 49.7% of the population are Protestants and 42.4% Roman 
Catholics. 
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social service!'. Since the war he has been active in developing German giving 
for Inter=-Church Aid outside Europe. 
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40,000 people. HeP.oe, Geneva 
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Churches Give $800,000 for Hungary and Eastern burope 


Miore than $800,000 has been received or pledged for relief operations in 
answer to an appeal in November, the Administrative Committee of the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches 
was told at its January 30 to February 1 meeting in Geneva. The appeal, the 
result of uprisings in Hungary, was to aid refugees, help Christian churches 
and institutions in Hungary and provide relief shipments. 


The ll-member committee noted “with gratitude! the response of the member 
churches of the WCC to the Division's appeal for the present emergency in Hungary 
and for other Eastern European countries, and called for continued gifts for 
the whole refugee programme. "The general atmosphere is that we can expect a 
substantial movement of refugees all over Europe in the next few years," Dr. 
Edgar H.S. Chandler, WCC director of Service to Refugees, reported. 


The World Gouncil of Churches moved a total of 28,459 refugees during the 
past year, Dr. Chandler told the group, but added, "The figures are not import- 
ant unless you see behind each one a refugee." By the middle of January, 4,777 
Hungarians registered with the WCC had received visas or were sent on parole to 
the United States. In one of the most amazing events in history, Dr. Chandler 
said, governmental agencies cut red tape ana church agencies have moved quickly 
to help resettle the refugees of the revolution in Hungary. "Those of us working 
in Austria", he said, 'saw hundreds of persons picked up by buses, planes or 
trains and moved out to other countries." To date about 105,000 persons have 
left Austria. 


To help do the job, the WCC's staff of 60 in Austria has more than doubled 
since last October and six mobile teams are now at work giving welfare, pastoral 
and counselling services. There are, however, about 70,000 refugees still in 
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Austria. The Austrian government is! able to care for only about 20,000 permanent-— 
Lye 


At the same time, Dr. Chandler announced that in addition to the resettle= 
ment of Hungarians, 30,078 persons have entered the United States under the re- 
cently expired US Refugee Relief Act 1953-6. Dr. R. Norris Wilson, a committee 
member and executive director of Church World Service, added that each refugee 
was met in the United States by a person who was responsible for him. He pointed 
out that through CWS, the US churches provided a total of 60,000 assurances for 
refugees. 


While many of the refugees are not professing Christians, the Division's 
director, Dr. Leslie Cooke, said "that the church has made its witness to them 
by assisting them in the refugee camps and in their resettlement". 


Within the last two weeks, the main flow of refugees from Hungary has 
switched from Austria to Yugoslavia. During the committee's meeting Mr. P. 
Brémond, who had been in charge of a WCC home at Sucy, France, left for Belgrade 
as the representative of the United Nations! High Commissioner for Refugees to 
survey the situation of Hungarian refugees there. 


Dr. Cooke reported that the churches had also responded to the Egyptian 
crisis and while the needs were not as dramatic, "the churches have been able 
to act ecumenically, and we hope as reconcilers". 


Ulrich van Beyma, secretary for the Division's work outside Europe, and 
just back from a three-week's visit to the Middle East, reported to the committee. 
There are, he said, about 20,000 to 25,000 refugees around Port Said, Egypt, who 
cannot move back to their homes for at least six months. He said tents were 
needed. 

Team to Algeria 

The committee, recognising the emergency situation in Algeria, agreed to: 
assist CIMADE (French Protestant voluntary relief organisation) which is send- 
ing a team into Algiers. The project, which grew out of a report of a recent 
visit to North Africa by the general secretary of the WCC, Dr. W.A. Visser 
t' Hooft, calls for three workers to live in an abandoned church in Algiers 
and work in the community. "There is no active church in North Africa that 
plays any real role," Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. "There is an enormous need for 
a team approach," 


Along the same line, the committee discussed assisting an Italian team 
that would work in an agricultural section of Italy. The group of technicians 
would live among the farmers and,along with welfare and social services, help 
to increase food production by using modern agricultural methods. 


Report on India and Indonesia 


Two Asian members of the committee, Mr. Ranjit Chetsingh of India and Mr. 
Simon llarantika of Indonesia, reported to the group on the situation in their 
countries. 


Mr. Chetsingh urged that,in providing aid to the churches in India; con- 
sideration be given to establishing endowments rather than making piece-meal 
grants. Mr. Chetsingh is secretary of the Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies 
of the National Christian Council of India, 
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Mir. Marantika, general secxetary of the National Christian Council in Indo- 
nesia, said that while there are considerable differences between churches in 
Indonesia, the churches are beginning to look on themselves as one family. "The 
problem of unity is really a burning problem among us," he said. £.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM First Word on Lambeth Conference Agenda for 1958 


(London) - Subjects to be included on the agenda when more than 300 bishops of 
the Anglican Communion meet at Lambeth Palace, London, in July and August ,1958, 
include the Authority of the Bible, Church Unity and the Church Universal, the- 
recognition of "local saints and servants of God", reconciling of conflicts be- 
tween and within nations, and the position of the family in modern society. 


Ecumenical discussion will cover the draft reunion plans for Ceylon and 
for Northern India and Pakistan. 


In a review of progress in the Anglican communion the contemporary mission- 
ary appeal and means of advance will be discussed, principles of the revision g 
of the Book of Common Prayer determined, and forms of ministry (including supple- 
mentary ministries) will be considered in the light of manpower problems. 


The conference will discuss social pressures threatening family life and 
overpopulation in certain parts of the world. 


Some attention may also be given to divine healing. BeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY _ Niemdller on "the Issues of the Next Thirty Years" 


(Essen) - By its professed example and obedience, the community of Jesus Christ 
must, both now and in time to come, show its mettle in dealing with the tension 
between East and West and with race conflicts, declared Dr. Martin Niemdller in 
a speech to the congregation at ssen. 


There was, it was true, no such thing as a "Christian Vest" and there had 
never been, said Dr. Niemdller in this connection, but the community of Jesus 
has left its mark on the western scene. Its most important legacy was the know- 
ledge that man has a value which cannot be surrendered. This knowledge was worth 
defending. The "blind world of the East" did not realise that it was robbing man 
of his dignity and breeding officials. Today, however, there was a quite general 
drift towards totalitarianism and towards the undermining of human dignity in 
spiritual, economic and political life. The value and dignity of man could be 
defended only by waging a battle for his soul and mind. 


Race problems, added Dr. Niemdller, were,next to the tension between Kast 
and West, the area in which the greatest convulsions were imminent. Thirty years 
from now, the mighty growth of the coloured world would affront us with the 
passing of world domination from the white to the coloured man. This transition 
should not take the form of a vengeance of the coloured man on the white. It 
followed that it was imperative on grounds of prudence, too, to reach an under-= 
standing with the coloured world under the banner of Christian mercy and love. 

HePeSe, Geneva 


No. 5 = February Sth, 1957 | -~4- 36 


GERMANY New Roman Catholic Bishop of Berlin and Christian Unity 


(WWirzburg) - Bishop Julius Dépfner of Wurzburg has been appointed to succeed the 
late Bishop Wilhelm Weskamm as Bishop of Berlin. Julius Dopfner, at 43, is the ~ 
youngest Roman Catholic bishop in Germany. During his term of office in the Wurz- 
burg diocese, which he took over in 1948, he delivered special sermons each year 
during the Octave of world-wide prayer for Christian unity. In January 1957 he 
emphasised that for Catholic Christians, too, though bound by the teaching of 

the Church, participation in the ecumenical discussion was-stimulating and fruit- 
ful. He said, "We do not wish to appear satisfied and self-sufficient among our- 
questing brethren. We confess openly and gratefully that we owe Protestant theo- 
logy ideas which we would not like to have missed’, It was "deeply to be deplored 
if representatives of the priesthood, and indeed any Catholics, were to fall a 
prey to rigid narrow-mindedness and an unjustifiable attitude of infallibility". 


In a farewell to his diocese, the Bishop of Wurzburg said: "I am now going, 
in obedience to the Holy Father, into a purely ‘diaspora!’ diocese, where a really 
ecumenical attitude is, if possible, still more necessary. Please, therefore, - 
take this plea in my last sermon in the Octave of world-wide prayer as the be- 
quest of your departing bishop: and take all the action you can in prayer or deed, 
and with all your strength and love, for the reunion of divided Christendom in 
the One Church of Jesus Christ." HePeos, Geneva 


Translations of "Ecumenical History" in Preparation 


A Rumanian edition of "A History of the Ecumenical Movement" (edited by 
Ruth Rouse and S.C. Neill) will be published under the patronage of the Patriarch 
Justinian and under the direction of Professor Vintila Popescu of the Orthodox 
Theological Faculty of Bucharest. "This book", said one Rumanian priest, “is more 
than an academic church history. For us it is a kind of communion with Christians 
of other lands and churches." 


The first half of the German edition of the history will be published during 
the present year by Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht Verlag of G6ttingen. Translating and 
editorial work was begun by the late Dr. Wilhelm Menn of the Ecumenical Centre 
in Frankfurt, and is being continued by his successor, Dr. Hanfred Kruger. 

E.P.oe, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Youth Conference Studies Unity 


1,100 young people from 8 communions met in Palierston North, New Zealand, 
from December 27 to January 14, in a conference with the theme "Christ Unites", 
called by the Youth Committee of the National Council of Churches. 


Successive days were given to studying the implications of Christ's recon- 
ciling power in various aspects of life. The challenge of South East Asia was 
presented by the Rev, Alan A. Brash, one of the two New Zealand representatives 
of the forthcoming East Conference in Prapat, Indonesia, from March 18-27. The 
racial issue was presented by Dr. Maha Winiata, a Maori leader, and the issues 
of international peace by Miss Patricia Morrison, general secretary of the New 
Zealand Student Christian Movement. 


At the request of the delegates, an offering of £N.Z. 780 was received at 
the final Service, to be devoted to leadership training in Indonesia. 
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The programme included five Tutorials on the ecumenical movement, workshops 
on youth leadership and study of divisions between the churches, the nations, 
the races, and the Church and the world. Hach church cancelled its normal 
January youth conference so as to be represented. 


Overseas speakers included the Rev. Dr. George MeLeod of the Iona Community, 
Scotland, the Rev. Rex Mathias, secretary to the Mission to the Nation in 
Australia, and the Rev. Dr. Ralph Hyslop, director of the Programme of Advanced 
Religious Studies at Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


The Rev. Alan A. Brash, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches, commenting on the success of the conference, saids "We dare not for- 
get that its main implication is that it reveals the failure of the churches 
to present in its fullmess the reconciling Gospel of Christ. The best young 
people in all of the churches were so isolated from one another that they met 
as strangers, and though they rejoiced at things in common, it should not have 
come to them as a surprise. Our churches must alter their methods so that there 


will never be such separateness again." H.P.S., Geneva 
U.5.5.Re Patriarch of Moscow Answers Danish Bishops 


Patriarch Alexius of Moscow and all Russia has replied to a letter from the 
Danish Bishops H. Fuglsang-Damgaard and Erik Jensen (see EPS No. 4). 


"Together with you," the Patriarch writes, "we feel deeply for the Hungarian 
people which has had to bear an unparallelled load of suffering as a result of 
the fateful ccurse of events. In conformity with the words of the apostle that 
life becomes more radiant through God's word and through prayer, we have not 
ceased to implore the most merciful Lord to send down his mercy on the suffering 
people of Hungary. Thanks be to the Lord! Peace reigns once again on Hungarian 
soil and its people have returned to constructive work. In an attempt to relieve 
the sufferings of the Hungarian people and to support their efforts for recon-- 
struction, the Russian Orthodox Church has felt it its duty to make a contribu- 
tion to this holy cause..." 


The Danish Bishops had requested the Russian Orthodox Patriarch "to make 
his great spiritual influence felt in order to safeguard the freedom of the 
-Hungarian people and bring about a just peace and put an end to the sufferings 
of the nation". E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Youth Leader from India Reports on Latin American Journey 


(New York) - Exchange of persons and ideas between youth of Latin America and- 
those of Asia and Africa is needed,according tc the first member of the inter- 
national ecumenical youth team to return from a tour of Latin America. The team 
was sponsored by the World Council of Churches! Youth Department and the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associations. 


Mr. Elia Peter, an Indian youth leader studying at Syracuse University, 
emphasises that valuable though increasing contact between the Northern and 
Southern hemispheres of the Americas is, South American young people and those 
of Asia and Africa have much tc learn from each other. 
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"Wie share problems of illiteracy, vast poverty, climate, occupation," Mr. 
Peter stated on his arrival in New Yerk, on January 29. "Yet I was the first 
Asian most of them had ever seen." 


"Wie were cordially received by several non-member churches of the World 
Council of Churches even though our visit was sponsored by the Council", he said. 


In Latin America where a united Protestant witness is needed, acute differ-- 
ences exist between Pentecostalist groups and member churches of the WCC, accord-- 
ing to Mr. Peter. "Despite this there is effort on the part of individual mission- 
aries and churches in both groups to do some things in common. Evangelism and 
youth meetings are two areas where efforts at cooperation are being made.” 


Lack of local leadership, lack of youth programme materials in Spanish, and 
the limited cooperative efforts "even among member churches of the World Council 
of Churches" were listed by Mr. Peter as problems in youth work in many South 
American countries. 


The team member emphasised that ecumenical work camps have been a valuable 
demonstration of the value of cooperation in Mexico, Ecuador, and Brazil. 
HeP.Se, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Methodist Mission Board Speaks on Race Immigration 


eae Heresies ae 


A resolution calling on Methodists to "speak in the spirit of Christ wherever 
and whenever racial tensions are involved" was adopted by the denomination's 
Board of iissions at its annual meeting last month at Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 


At the same time, the board askea Methodists to "work with all urgency" for 
a thorough revision of the McCarran- alter Immigration Act. It said the revision 
should provide for the admission of at least 300,000 immigrants a year, without 
regard to race, national origin or sex. First consideration, the resolution said, 
should be given to reuniting families, providing havens for refugees and displaced 
persons and relieving population pressures. It added that any revision of the 
law should also eliminate unnecessary delays and uncertainties in the admission 
of students and others trying to visit the United States for legitimate purposes. 


The board deplored the need of Hungarian refugees to depend on emergency 
legislation and observed that "millions of other refugees have waited for resettle- 
ment, some for as long as 10 years." EePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES New Study of Missionary "Publication Strategy" 


or cee nS 


A two-year world survey of Christian foreign missions literature has been 
started by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


lliss Marion Van Horne, former youth director of the Reformed Church in 
America, has been appointed director and will serve as associate secretary of 
the NCCts Committee on World Literacy and Christian literature. Miss Van Horne 
will travel widely abroad to study mass circulation publications supported by 39 
Protestant boards and agencies cooperating in the committee's work. Particularly 
close study will be given to magazines published overseas with U.S. church support. 
We especially need to know if these publications are competing successfully with 
popular secular magazines in mission areas, including those of Communist sym=' - 
pathies,'' explained Dr. Floyd C. Shacklock, the executive secretary of the com- 
mittee. on world literacy. B.P.Se, Geneva 
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WCC Executive Commends Statements on Hungary and Suez 


The Executive Committee of the iforld Council of Churches, in session at 
Geneva, has comiended the officers of the council for the statements they issued 
last November about the Hungarian and Suez crises. The statements quoted reports 
made at the 1954 WCC Assembly and expressed shock and sorrow "at the tragic re- 
versal suffered by the Hungarian people, who had clearly asserted their desire 
for freedom and independence in national and church lifeu(see EPS No, 41, 1956). 
Both the statements will be included in the minutes of the Executive Committee. 


Reviewing what he called "a period largely dominated by factors exterior to 
the life of the Church", the general secretary of the WCC, Dr. W.A. Visser 
t'Hooft, told the 12-member committee that the pressure of the Hungarian and 
Suez crises had given the churches "new opportunities to demonstrate what our 
movement is and why it exists", 


The committee also voted to let the officers of the council decide on the 
next action in regard to the postponed conversations with the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, originally set down for late in January. In his 
report to the committee, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said the Moscow Patriarchate had 
asked for the conversations to be delayed "for a little while". The officers now 
have the authority to decide if the WCC should bring up the matter at some future 
time or wait for correspondence from Moscow. Dr. Visser 't Hooft reported, however, 
that the Patriarchate had accepted the agenda for the proposed conversations, in- 
cluding discussion of Hungary and Suez. The Central Committee of the WCC, at its 
meeting in Galyateto, Hungary, last summer, had approved the conversations and 
suggested they be held near Paris at the end of January. 


There have been no developments at all regarding conversations with church 
representatives from the Chinese Democratic Republic, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. 
The Chinese churches had made no suggestion about official delegations to China, 
but the Central Committee last August said it believed such a visit "would increase 
goodwill, understanding and fellowship nichin the world-wide Christian community 
as represented by the World Council. of Churches", 


Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri from South America, one of the presidents of 
the World Council, told the committee of the success of the first ecumenical 
youth team to visit Latin America. The team, which is visiting 12 countries between 
November 17 and March 1, was a new way of encountering Christianity for the 
latin American, Bishop Barbieri said. Until now, he pointed out, the influence 
of theology and worship of Protestantism has been from North America, But as a 
result of the team's visit, a Bolivian minister wants to come to Bossey, Switzer- 
land, to attend the WCC's Ecumenical Institute,and interest generally has in- 
creased in world-wide Christianity, The six-member team was sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches and the orld Council of Christian Education and Sunday 
School Associations. 


Though Latin American churches are "so denominationally minded," the bishop 
said, there is a desire among the young people to come together. In the Argentina 
Conference, which he administers for the ilethodist Church, young ministers have 
insisted on forming committees on church union. 


Bishop Barbieri also made a plea for literature in Spanish and Portugese. 
"Tf we want to win Latin America, we need literature in Spanish and Portugese on- 
the work of the World Council of Churches is doing," he said. The bishop commend-~ 
ed members of the ecumenical team who spoke Spanish during their visit and team. 
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director, the Rev. Bengt-Thure Molander, who made speeches in Spanish - “with a 
Swedish accent". % 


The committee sessions will continue until noon on Friday, February 8. 
Chairman is Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, lutheran from the United States. 
H.P.oe, Geneva 


Hungarian Lutherans to Attend lutheran Viorld Federation Assembly in USA 


The Hungarian government has promised that representatives from the Hungarian 
lutheran Church, including Bishop Lajos Ordass, may attend the Third Assembly of 
the Iutheran-World Federation in Minneapolis, Minn., USA, from August 15-25, Dre 
Carl E, Lund~Quist, LVF executive secretary, announced upon his arrival in Vienna 
after a five-day visit to Budapest. 


"J am now in a position to announce that Bishop Ordass will preach the open- 
ing sermon at the Assembly", Dr. Iund-Quist said during a press conference tn 
Vienna on February 4. "At the present time, the government is willing to permit 
an exchange of students, professors and pastors. There is to be a theological 
conference sponsored by the Iutheran World Federation in Austria in May and the 
Hungarian government will allow representatives to participate. I can further 
say that the government has promised that representatives will be permitted to 
participate in Minneapolis." 


Dr. Iund-Quist and the Rev. Mogens Zeuthen, LiF secretary for Minority 
Iutheran Churches, left for Budapest on January 30 after receiving their Hungar- 
jan visas for the purpose of "establishing contact with the Iutheran Church there 
and in order to find out the material needs of the Church.'!'We also went to 
Hungary to negotiate with the government about the local church situation," the 
IF executive secretary said. Their government contact was particularly lr. Janos 
Horvath, president of the State Office of Church Affairs (in the Ministry of 
Education), with whom LiF officials had negotiated last August for the rehabilita- 
tion of Bishop Ordass. Pastor Zeuthen remained in Budapest an extra five days 
40 continue further discussions on relief distribution. 


In describing his impressions of Hungarian church life, Dr. Iund-Quist said 
that "at the moment, the church is permitted to preach freely, to teach religion 
and to visit the sick". hen asked to explain what was meant by "preach freely", 
he said that this was true in the Western interpretation of the words, "as sermons 
are being preached in the United States". He also mentioned that the picture ts 
not yet clear on the teaching of religion and it may be changed by new regula- 
tions from the government resulting from present negotiations between the church 
and state. 


The IllF leader also reported that there seems to be an improved situation in 
spirit among pastors and the people in the Hungarian lutheran Church as compared 
with the situation when he was last in Budapest in August 1956 for the World 
Council of Churches Central Committee meetings. 


“then asked about the future of the Church under the Kadar government, Dr. 
Iund-Quist said that he could not comment on a political question. "I ama church- 
man, not a politiciar, and I do not want to voice a political judgment." 


Concerning the question of distribution of material aid under church super- 
vision in Hungary, the LiF executive secretary said that the matter was not yet 
clarified. 
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"Negotiations are taking place. At the present time, however, the govern- 
ment is only willing » to discuss that problem with the International fled Cross," 
he said. 


Dr. Tund-Quist also reported that Bishop Zoltan ikadeny will be installed 
in his office as Bishop of the Northern District (west of the Danube) on February 
6. At the same time, Dr. Zoltan Mady would be installed as lay inspector of the 
District. Dr, Mady, a former president of the Hungarian Student Christian Move- 
ment, held this office from 1948 until 1952. He is now serving as lay inspector 
of a small church near Budapest. Pastor Zeuthen will represent the Federation 
at the installation ceremonies in Budapest. 


When asked about the two former lutheran bishops Lajos Vetoe and Laszlo 
Dezsery, Dr. lund-Quist reported that Dezsery was now employed by Radio Budapest 
to "sive lectures on morals!!, Vetoe was living on his pension and hoped to serve 
again in the church sometime in the future. He also said that all the pastors 
who had been dismissed by the former church leaders in 1948 during Bishop Ordass! 
trial and since then have all been reinstated by the Church. 


The two LiF representatives had many talks with Bishop Ordass and other 
church leaders. Dr. lund-Quist said that Bishop Ordass was working long and 
hard hours "in spite of a slight heart attack which he had in October 1955", 
He is "completely unbroken in spirit", he said. 


On February 3, Dr. lund-Quist preached to a crowd of 1,500 in the Deak- 
Square church in Budapest. His sermon was based on the neon of Jesus calming 
the storm. Bishop Lajos Ordass led the liturgy and newly-rehabilitated Dr. 
Andras Keken, dean of the church, translated. Pastor Zeuthen preached in an 
equally full church in Hungarian in another part of the city that same morning. 
Bishop Zoltan Turoczy led the liturgy. 


Dr. lund-Quist said after the service, "I felt that the people have found - 
a new kind of life in the church. The relation between the church and the govern- 
ment has changed since the revolution. The church has found greater opportunity 
to express itself. The government is saying that it will continue to negotiate 
With the church to ‘normalise! the situation." 


The two LiF representatives also-spoke to 500 people at a meeting of Lutheran 
youth which is described by Dr. faund-Quist as "starved for news and information 
about other churches", 


lutheran and Reformed theological classes will begin next week. Thirty-three 
of the "pre-revolution" enrolment of 36 Lutheran students and all the professors 
are expected to return. 


The two men drove to Budapest on January 30 in a Volkswagen which they left 
with Bishop Ordass for use by the church. The Volkswagen was bought for the 
lutheran World Federation by the Danish National Committee. Gifts of food and 
clothing were brought in the car and given to church leaders for distribution. 


Dr. lund-Quist also reported that the government will allow sermons to be 
preached on Radio Budapest. He said too that with government funds all outside: 
damage to church buildings resulting from the recent fighting has been repaired. 


Dr. lund-Quist has returned to Geneva and reported on his visit to the 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. E.P.S., Geneva 
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In 5brief 
The Greek Orthodox Church of Jerusalem has unanimously elected Titular Arch-_ 
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After hearing two lectures entitled "Are the Jews our Business?" the Pro- 


_testant congregation of Netphen, near Siegen, Germany, contributed 550 DM towards 
the building of a Jewish old people's home in Israel and to assist needy Jews. 


ame meen nt eee mers tenet tree tenes te 


public. One is serving a sentence of twelve years' hard labcur. Four were arrest- 
ed after November 1, 1952, while the others have been in prison since 1950. In 
the course of the last seven months, eleven church officials have been released 
from prison in Kast Germany. 


ere re ee ee 


famed medical missionary, has had its world premiere in New York. All proceeds 
from the premiere - sold out at $10 a ticket ~ as well as future showings of the 
film will go to the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship which supports Schweitzer's 
hospital in Lambarene, French Equatorial Africa. 


in the United States to be granted a construction permit for a new non-profit 
educational frequency modulation broadcasting station. The station will operate 


at Richmond, Va. Other seminaries with stations are Boone Biblical College, Boone, 
Ta,, and Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Ill. 


eee 


representatives of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarch of Egypt a 54,300-cheque-as a 
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Noift from the Russian Orthodox Church to the victims of the Anglo-French~Israeli 
aggression". 
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film was cancelled by the station two days before its schedulec showing December 
21, reportedly because of Noman Catholic pressure. 
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WCC Executive "Sympathetic" towards Ceylon for 1960 Assembly 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft has told the WCC's Executive Committee that the 
third Assembly of the Council has now been officially invited by the National 
Christian Council of Ceylon to meet in Ceylon in 1960. The committee decided to 
answer the invitation "sympathetically". Final decision on the place and the 
date will be made by the Central Committee at Yale, USA, next August. 


The World Council plans to hold the 1958 meeting of its Central Committee 
on the Island of Rhodes in August. The invitation came from the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinopls and the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece and was 
announced to the WCC's Executive Committee at its meeting February 4-8 in Geneva. 
"We are very happy", said the Council's general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 
t! Hooft, at the closing session of the Executive in Geneva on February 8 (see 
EPS No, 5), "to have this invitation", Final confirmation is expected from the 
Central Committee. 


The 90-member Central Committee will probably hold its 1959 sessions in 
Western Europe. The smaller Executive Committee meets this summer at Seabury House, 
Greenwich, .Conn., USA, and in February, 1958, at William Temple College, Rugby, 
England. The February 1959 ccmmittee has been invited to Argentina as guests of 
the Protestant Theological Seminary at Buenos Aires. The committee will make its 
final decision on going to Latin America at its meeting this summer. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, reported to the committee that he believed visas would be 
granted to churchmen from all countries to enter the United States for Viorld 
Council meetings this summer. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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Madrid Seminary Still Shut 


The committee was told that the Spanish government still refuses to give 
officials of thé-Protestant Union Theological Seminary in Madrid, Spain, written 
permission to re-open the schcol, closed a year ago. 


Seminary officials do not want to resume classes without~some kind of 
written approval from the government. Without it, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, the 
school could be closed again any day. 


The committee asked one of its presidents, Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of 
South America, to continue "consultations" for the WCC on the seminary during a 
visit to Spain he is planning later in the month. 


The WCC's Executive Committee, at its meeting last February in Australia, 
and the Central Committee, meeting in Hungary last August, both protested against 
the Spanish government's action in closing the school. 


Study of Ministry Approved ) 


The Executive Committee approved a five-year study on the training of the 
ministry to be carried on jointly with the World's Student Christian Federation 
and involve four areas of inquiry: the goals, purpose and function of theological 
education and its relation to the church; the various concepts of the function 
of the ministry; what theological education should consist of; and the relation 
of the ecumenical movement to theological education. 


The director of the Division of Studies, Dr. Robert S, Bilheimer, told the 
committee that five studies are being arranged or are under way in Africa as 
part of the current study on "Our Common Christian Responsibility towards Areas 
of Rapid Social Change". It is, he said, the first time the WCC has developed 
an extensive programme and study in Africa, The Phelps-Stokes Fund in the United 
States has made a $35,000 grant to aid the study in Africa. The study is also 
being carried on in Asia, Latin America, the United States, Great Britain, France, 
the Netherlands and Germany. | 


The Bishop of Chichester; Dr. G.K.A. Bell, Metropolitan James of Melita, Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft, and Dr. Hans-Heinrich Harms, associate director of the Division 
of Studies, were named by the committee to represent the World Council at the 
Iutheran World Federation Assembly in August in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA. 


Dr. Norman Goodall, secretary of the Joint Committee of the International 
lissionary Council and the WCC, reported to the committee on the progress being 
made toward possible integration of the IMC and the WCC in 1960. Proposals will 
come before the IMC Assembly in December in the Gold Coast for discussion and 
submission to its member bodies. Final action on integration of the two organisa= 
tions cannot come until the WCC's third Assembly. 


The Executive Committee meets each year in the summer and winter, lt is 
elected by the larger Central Committee,which meets annually. The Central Committee 
carries out World Council decisions made by the Assemblies held every six years. 


Members of the Committee who attended were World Council honorary president, 
the Right Reverend G.K.A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester, Anglican; Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri, ifethodist, Argentina (WCC president); Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
Iutheran, USA, chairman of the Executive Committee, and Dr. Ernest A, Payne, 
Baptist, UK, vice-chairman; Dr, Eugene Carson Blake, Presbyterian, USA; Dr. 
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Kathleen Bliss, Anglican, UK; Professor Joseph Hromadka, Czech Brethren, Czecho- 
slovakia; Bishop James of Philadelphia, Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 
Turkey; Dr. Martin Niemoller, Evangelical Church in Germany; Dean liston Pope, 
Congregational, USA. 


Professor Henri d'Espine (Switzerland), Dr. Eugene L, Smith (USA) and Dr, 
Simon Marantika (Indonesia) sat with the committee as guests. (See also page 4). 
BePede, Geneva 


RUMANIA Religious Commnities Maintained 


Monastic life within the Orthodox Church in Rumania is reported to be con- 
tinuing. There are 520 nuns in cenvents in Rumania as against 38 in Serbia, 40 
in Bulgaria and 260 in the Soviet Union. The Rumanian convents are the largest 
in any soviet country and Rumania is the only country where there are theological 
seminaries for nuns. The Rumanian Patriarch is well known as an organiser and 
builder of monasteries. The two teaching centres for women are in Agapia and 
Horezu. : 


Four thousand out of 7000 nuns and monks live in Moldavia. 


The number of Orthodox churches in Belgrade is now twelve,compared with five 
before the year 1900. In Sofia there are 39 churches and in Bucharest about 300. 
Moscow has 55 churches. 


The Rumanian Orthodox Church has produced an abridged illustrated Bible, an 
introduction to the Old Testament, general and Bulgarian church histories, works 
on history, dogmatics, ethics, homilectics, pastoral theology and liturgy. It has 
also printed four illustrated religious booklets for children. E.P.Se, Geneva 


GERMANY _ News of the Churches in the German Democratic Republic 


(Berlin) - Preaching on February 3 at the Marienkirche in East Berlin, Bishop 
Otto Dibelius said the Protestant Church in the German Democratic Republic was 
entering a new phase in its life when it must take "the big step from being a 
national church to becoming a church of practising evangelists". The Bishop said, 
the church did not want to become involved in a harsh discerning of spirits". 
But in view of its financial crises (see EPS No. 2) it could no longer "occupy 
itself with the many people who came to church only to be baptised and then to 
be given a Christian burial, but took no interest in the church and made no 
sacrifices for it", He said there was a clear distinction between those who were 
prepared to make sacrifices and confess their faith, and those who preferred the 
"dedication of youth" to confirmation and had no time to go to church on Sundays. 


In the Protestant churches of East Berlin and the Province of Brandenburg more 
than one collection is now being taken in each service to help mect the financial 
crisis in the churches, 


Me 
ay 


- The next All German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany from March 
3-8 will not be held at-Halle (East Germany) as originally arranged, but at the 
Johnnnesstift in Berlin-Spandau (lest Berlin). No change has been made in the 
agenda, which includes a measure to provide for the spiritual care of West-German 
citizens during military service. 
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The "central bloc of the anti-Fascist Democratic parties and mass organisa= 
tions" in the Soviet zone has protested unanimously against the All German Synod 
of the EXD being held in Halle. A resolution drawn up in the presence of Dr. Otto 
Grotewohl and Dr, Otto Nuschke (vice-president of the German Democratic Republic) 
says it is impossible to discuss the question of spiritual care in the armed 
forces on the soil of-the German Democratic Republic. The resolution says this 
is "incompatible with the constitution of the German Democratic Republic, with 
its uncompromising opposition to NATO and its clear peace policy". 


In reply to this resolution, Propst Heinrich Gruber, representative of the 
EXD with the government of East Berlin, said that the Protestant Church could not 
permit any non-church body to prescribe what subjects were chosen nor how they 
were handled. "Here again", he said, "the problem is being over=simplified. It is 
the Church's duty to support all its members and to speak to them in whatever 
situation they may find themselves. When the Church organises spiritual care for 
people in prison, that does not mean that it either condones the acts committed 
by the criminal nor that it approves the judgment of the courts of law". Propst 
Grilber concluded by saying that obviously arranging for spiritual care in the 
armed forces does not mean "approving militarism" or "supporting NATO", 


In a letter to Propst Griiber, Dr. Otto Nuschke explained that the bloc-parties 
in Eastern Germany were protesting against the fact that spiritual oversight in 
the armed forces was to have been negotiated with the Bonn government through the 
All German Synod in Halle; they were not attacking the church as a whole. 


Bishop Dibelius, president of the Council of the EXD, has sent a request to 
esident Stoph, ilinister of Defence in the German Democratic Republic, asking 
him to support the church so that it can carry out spiritual care among the armed 

forces, including those in the German Democratic Republic. 
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Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the German Evangelical Kir- 
chentag, has expressed his regret that representatives of the Kirchentag have -not 
yet received from the competent authorities in Hast Berlin a date for the dis- 
cussion of definite plans for the proposed German Kirchentag in Thuringia (DDR). 
It is now doubtful whether it will be possible to make the necessary arrangements 
for the Kirchentag in view of the short time left before next summer. 


Dr. Otto Nuschke stated that there would be no difficulty about holding the 
Kirchentag this summer in Thuringia. H.P.S., Geneva 


WCC Executive Discusses Hungary, Cyprus, Colombia 


Before closing its meeting on February 8, the WCC's Executive Committee 
emphasised the importance of religious liberty in Hungary, reaffirmed positions 
already taken on Cyprus, heard reports on the situation in Colombia and expressed 
support for the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the present tensions. 


Hungarian Churches 


Dr. Carl E. Iund-Quist emphasised that the main concern of the World Council 
must be that the member churches in Hungary should be able to decide in complete 
freedom which leaders they desire to choose, and that they have full freedom for 
their evangelistic and educational activities and in their contacts with their 
sister churches and the World Council. 
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Cyprus, Colombia 


Sir Kenneth Grubb (chairman) and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde (director) reported 
on the work of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs: 


-The position of the C.C.1.A. on Cyprus involves recognition of the right of 
self-determination and acceptance by the people of Cyprus of a period of consti- 
tutional advance toward the exercise of this right. 


In face of the total international situation, an attempt is being made to 
keep these two requirements in proper balance. Officers of the C.C.1.A. have main- 
tained contact with church leaders and government officials in the countries con+ 
cerned. Dr. Nolde will be at the UN General Assembly when the Cyprus question 
comes up for discussion during the second week of February. 


The situation in Colombia was reported to be still difficult, partly because 
it arises from a combination of factors - political, religious, cultural and 
traditional. The interest and concern of churches in many countries is still 
being demonstrated by the frequency of inquiries and protests. 


Through various agencies of the churches ~ C.C.2.A., W.C.C., I.M.C., national 
and denominational bodies - action continues, including consultations with govern- 
ment officials of Colombia and other interested countries. There have also been 
consultations with laymen and publicity about violations, The CeOelete OfitCers 
reported-some chance of improvement in the situation, but they will continue a 
"case-by-case" approach when difficulties arise. 


Ecumenical Patriarchate Supported 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople was reported as, at present, 
having to face a difficult situation. The Executive noted that the CC has not 
let this situation go by default, but has expressed its concern at appropriate 
times and places. It will continue to keep close to the situation, particularly 
becaus3 of the historical and contemporaneous significance of the Patriarchate. 

EeP.o-, Geneva 


vn een 


The Church Union sub-committee of the Baptist Missionary Society in the 
United Kingdom reviewed proposals for a United Church of Northern India and 
unanimously asked that a provision be inserted in the draft constitution for the 
Church (see EPS No. 46, 1956) making it possible for anyone baptised as an infant 
to be baptised as a believer if his conscience led him to desire it. 


va 
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An annual festival of lyrics (popular hymns in Southern Asian style) and 
Oriental Church Music is being planned as part of the programme of a new depart- 
ment of religious education to be inaugurated by the National Christian Council 
in Ceylon. 
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Protestant and Orthodox churchgoers in the United States are being asked to 
raise a record $11,509,000 for overseas relief during 1957. Church World Service, - 
relief arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, is direct 
ing the United Appeal. 


' 
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The New York Board of Rabbis has called upon the United States Congress to 
repeal the WeCarran-Walter Immigration Act, calling it a "violation of the American 
spirit of brotherhood". The rabbis, at/their 76th annual meeting in New York, -said 
the Hungarian refugee situation "dramatically indicated the inadequacy and in- 
justice" of the act, with its selective immigration categories". They urged free 
admission of refugees from tyranny, including Egyptian Jews. 
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The world premiere of a new oratorio, commissioned jointly by the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and Berea College, was held on February 
1 and 2 in Cincinnati, Ohio.The oratorio, "Children of God", was composed by Norman 
Lockwood on the theme of the brotherhood of man. NGC officials described it as the 
first step in a long-range plan to bring the church's voice to the concert hall. 


The Hungarian Protestant churches had not succeeded, in late January, in re- 
establishing the religious press. The necessary re-authorisation has not been grant- 
ed by the government. 
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A unanimously favourable response to the first full Protestant service to be 
televised in France has come in the form of letters from the viewing public. The 
service was conducted by Pastor Marc Boegner in the small church of Levallois- ~ 
Perret. Until now Protestant TV programmes in France have taken the form of docu= 
mentary reports. 
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In view of the continuing Algerian crisis, on February 10, French Protestant 
parishes were requested by the French Student Christian Movement to intercede 
especially for peace with justice on Algerian soil. A special service of inter- 
cession for the churches of Paris was held in the Church of Iuxembourg, 
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Dr. Franklin H. littell was awarded the honorary Doctor of Theology degree on 
February 7 by the University of Marburg, Germany. Dr. Littell, director of Franz - 
lieber Haus, an American educational foundation in Germany, was cited for his re- 
search in German church history, his work as chairman of the Ecumenical Committee 
of the German Kirchentag, and his writing in the field of lay education. He was 
formerly on the staffs of the University of Michigan and Boston University and 
served as chief Protestant adviser to the US High Commissioner for Germany. 
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Dr. Emest A. Payne has been nominated as vice-moderator of the Free Church - 
Federal Council in Great Britain. Dr. Payne, who, as vice-moderator, would automa— 
tically take office in Warch 1958 as moderator of the council, is the general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland and vice-chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
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The Right Rev. Chandu Ray was consecrated assistant bishop of Lahore in West 
Pakistan on January 27. The first Pakistani to become an Anglican bishop since 
partition, Bishop Ray has been secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in Pakistan for eight years. EePede, Geneva 


Correction 

The statement attributed to Dr. Visser 't Hooft under "Team to Algeria" in EPS No. 
5, 1957, should read "There is no native church in North Africa that plays any 
real Tole. sie! 
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Feb, 21-23 


Feb . 26- 
March 3 


March 1-3 


March 
March 


Warch 
March 


March 


March 
April 


April 
April 


April 8-13 


April 10-12 


April 23-27 


April 25- 
May 1 


April 26- 
ilay 4 


April 28-29 


May | 
May 5-6 


May 6-14 


fag oe 
ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 
ADT 
World YMCA, 
Commissions 
World YMCA, 1LOth Meeting of the President's Committee 
WCC AICCE Youth Departments' Committee Meeting 


Meetings of Standing Committees and 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on 
Tradition and Traditions - North America 


Luth. World Federation, Commission on World service 
WSCF, Consultation on Student Work in Asia 


WCC, Ecumenical Conference on Preblems of Rapid Social 
Chanae in the countries of South-East Asia 


WCC, ICA and Refugees, Annual Fratermal Workers ' 
Retreat 


WCc/TMC, East Asian Churches Conference 


World YWCA, Seminar 4n connection with the llth 
Session of the Commission on the Status of Women 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference of Philosophers and 
Theologians on "The Starting Point of Ethics! 


WCC/IMC, Joint Committee's Sub-Committee on Integration 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation for Social 
Scientists and Theologians 


WCC, Faith and Order, Iutheran-Reformed Consultation 


wcc, Wynd eee Committee of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


WSCF Executive Committee meeting 


WCC, Division of Studies! Commission on "The lord- 
Lie of Christ over the World and the Church" 


World Committee on Christian Broadcasting, World 
Conference on Christian Radio/Television 


Annual Ecumenical Youth Leaders' Course 


WCC, Department on the laity, Consultation on 
"Laymen Working Abroad" 


United Bible Societies, Sub-Committee on Translation 


Conference of representatives of several American 
Student Christian Movements on proposed merger 


WCC, Department on the Laity and Youth Dept. Training 
Course and Consultation on "Dialogue and Imagination" 
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Geneva 
Geneva 


Pottstown, 
Penn., USA 


New York 
Vienna 
Prapat, Indon. 


Siantar, 
Tndenesia 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Prapat, Indon. 


New York 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


London 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Arnoldshain, 
Germany 


Locarno (?), 
Switzerland 


Bossey 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Kronberg 
Castle, Germany 


Berlin 


Farnham, 
Surrey, England 


To be fixed 


Cincinnati, 
Ohio, USA 


Kasteel Oud 
Pcelgeest, 
Netherlands 
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May 11-17 
May 12-19 


May 12-25 


May 17-21 


May 17-24 


May 20<21 


May 20-24 


May 23-27 


May 26- 
June 12 


May 27-31 


May 31- 
June 3 


May 31- 
June 5 


leeks 


June 


June 


June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 16-21 


June 2 


June 24=29 


a sae 


Ecumenical Work Camp Leaders' Training Course 


Brethren Service Commission, Annual European Workers! 
Conference 


World YWCA Executive Committee 


WCC, Meeting of the Committee on the Study "Our Common 
ghristian Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid social 
Change" 


IMC AVCCESSA Caribbean Consultation 
WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on 
Worship - North America 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on Evangelism and 
the Structure of the Church 


United Bible Societies, Conference of Staff and 
Committee members 


WCC, ICA and Refugees, East European Pastors’ Conference 


“WCCESSA, Latin Countries Conference on "The Word of 


God preached to the Family" 


WCC, Consultation on the study "Qur Common Christian 
Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid Social Change! 


WCC, Annual consultation of the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


WCC, Faith and Order; Theological Commission on Tradi~ 
tion and Traditions - Europe 
WSCF, Student Pastors' Conference 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on Wor- 
ship.- Europe 

WCC, Youth Department, 
St, Albans 


Furovean Working Groups 
p 9 


wec, Administrative Committee of the Division of 
eich Aid and Service to Refugees 


WCC, Faith and Order, Fheological Commission on 
Christ and the Church - Europe 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Missionaries and 
Pastors from Younger and Older Churches 


'Film in the Church" (A Conference on the Practical 


Use of Visual Methods by the Churches) 


WCC, Division of Studies, Commission on "Christians 
ae the Prevention of War in an Atomic Age - A 
Theological Discussion" 


Youth Faith and Order Consultation 


50 


Bossey, 


Austria 


Crét~Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 

San German, 
Puerto Rico 
Chicago 


Dossey, 
Switzerland 


Woudschoten, 
Netherlands 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Crét-Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Buenos Aires, 
Argentina 


Eastbourne, 
England 


Netherlands 


Bossey 


Netherlands 
Great 
Britain 


London 


Netherlands 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Swanwick, 
England 
Crét-Bérard, 
Switzerland 


Netherlands 
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July 
July 


July 5-12 


July LO-20 
July 10-24 


July 15-19 


July 15-20 


July 16~20 
July 17-19 


July 20 
July 20_ 
July 20-22 


July 20-24 


July 20-25 
July 20-26 


July 21-23 
July 2123 


July 21-25 
July 21-25 
July 22-25 
July 23-26 
July 23-27 
July 24-25 
July 24-27 
July 25-27 


July 25- 
Aug ° IA 


Baa = pte 
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United Bible Societies, Latin American Regional Conference Argentina 


WCC, Youth Department, Orientation Weekend for USA 
Work Campers 


2nd Meeting of the World Council of the World Alliance 
of YMCAs 


Ecumenical Institute, Vacation Course for Laymen 


United Bible Societies Council Meeting and Conference 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on Christ 
and the Church, North America 


WCC, Joint Consultation of Departments on laity and 
Cooperation of Men and Women on "The Renewal of the 
Church" 


WCC, Division of Studies, Commission on "The Lordship 
of Christ over the World and the Church!" 


WCC/IMC Department on Missionary Studies, Consultation 
on Theology of Mission 


WCC/IMC Sub-Committee on Theology of Mission 
WCC, Department on Faith and Order, Working Committee 


WCC, Administrative Committee of the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


WCC/IMC Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs 


WCC, The Faith and Order Commission 


World YMCA, 3rd European Area Conference and 
European Area Conference for Older Boys 


WCC, Department on Laity, Workshop on "The Role OL ecne 
Laity in the Missionary Outreach of the Church" 


IMC Officers! Enlarged Consultation 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men and Women, 
Working Committee 


WCC, Working Committees for Ecumenical Action 

WCC AICCE Youth Departments! Committee Meeting 

Seminar on the YWCA as a World Christian Movement 
WCC/IMC Joint Committee 

WCC, Department on Laity, Working Committee 

WCC, Department on Church and Society, Working Committee 
Iuth, World Federation, Commission on World Service 


WSCF /Ecumenical Institute, Theological Students’ 
Course 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Kassel, 
Germany 


Bossey 


Sao Paulo and 
Rio de Janeiro 
Brazil 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven, 
New Haven. 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven 


Aarhus, 
Denmark 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven, 
Conn., USA 


New Haven 
New Haven 
Geneva 

New Haven ; 
New Haven 
New Haven 
New York 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 
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July 26_ WCC, Divisional Committee for Ecumenical Action New Haven 
July 26-27 WCC, Department of Information Working Committee New Haven 
July 26-28 WCC, Faith-and Order, Consultation on Church Union New Haven 
July 27-28 WCC, Study Division Committee New Haven 
July 28=30 WCC, Executive Committee Seabury House, 
; Greenwich, Conn. 
July 29-30 Inth, World Federation, Latin America Committee New York 
July 30~ WoC, Central Committee New Haven, 
Aug. 7 Conn., USA 
Aug. 2-10 Iuth. World Federation, Commission on World Mission Staten Is., 
. New York 
Auge 5 luth. World Federation, Commission on Stewardship Springfield, 
’ and Congregational Life Ohio, USA 
Aug. 5-10 Iuth, World Federation, Seminar on Christian Family Northfield, 
i Minn., USA 
Aug. 5<lL "Kirk Week" of the Scottish churches Aberdeen, 
Scotland 
Auge 6 luth. World Federation, Commission on Inner Missions Columbus, 
2 Ohio, USA 
Aug. 6-11 Iuth, World Federation, Youth Conference Onamia, Minn., 
d USA 
Aug. 6-16 WSCF/YMCA, Student Conference on "Freedom" Tsle of Mainau 
Aug. 7-10 luth, World Conference on Social Responsibility Springfield, 
Ohio, USA 
Aug. 8. WCC Consultation with WCCE To be fixed 
Aug. 8-9 National Council of Churches USA New Haven 
Aug. 8-13 World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Executive 
as Committee USA 
Aug. 8-15 Iuth, World Federation, International Student Study St, Paul; 
i Conference : Minn., USA 
Aug. 9-10 Iuth. World Federation, Commission on Theology-liturgy St. Paul, Minn. 
Aug. 10. Iuth. World Federation, Sub-Committees USA 
Aug. 11-14 Iuth,. World Federation, Executive Committee Northfield, 
‘ 4 Minn,, USA 
Aug. ll-18 Intemational Conference of the League of Old- Woudschoten, 
: Catholic and Anglican Youth Netherlands 
Aug, 12-14 Iuth, World Federation, Conference of Lutheran St. Paul, Minn., 
; ; Theological Professors USA. 
Aug. 13-14 Iuth, World Federation, Meeting of Women Delegates St. Peter, 
to 3rd Assembly Minn., USA 


Aug, 15-25 Third Assembly of the Iutheran World Federation Minneapolis, USA 


- 
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| Aug. 25-27 
Aug, 27-30 


Sept ry 
Sept. 3-10 


Sept e 3-10 


Sept. 27-29 


Oct 2 1- 
Dec. 31 


~ 


Nov. 12-14 


Dec. 28— 
Jan. & 


eat a es 


luth, World Federation, Executive Committee 


Iuth, World Federation, Latin America Committee 


WCC, Youth Department, Third Conference of latin 
Countries! Youth 


United States Conference of WCC Member Churches 


wes, Faith and Order Conference on "The Nature of 
the Unity We Seek" 


Conference of revresentatives of several American 
Student Christian Movements on proposed merger 


The Graduate Scheol of Ecumenical Studies, first 
part of the 6th session 


International Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) 


Eleventh Ecumenical European Youth Secretaries 
Meeting 


United Bible SocietiesAICC/IMC, Co-operating 
Comnittee on the Place and Use of the Bible 


IMC Assembly 
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Minneapolis, USA 


Dubuque, Iowa, 
USA 


To be fixed 


Oberlin, Ohio, 
USA 


Oberlin, Ohio, 
USA 


Indianapolis, 
Indiana, USA 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Cleveland, 
Ohio, USA 
Hamburg, 
Germany 
Berlin, 
Germany 


University 
College, Gold 
Coast, Africa 
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On other pages 


Fifth Graduate School nds Bishop Barbieri on the Situation 

at Bossey, Switzerland. ....+ «2 LAeCOLOMULA les ence i's Gani ecopce nie Wie en iy my BME 
Australian Anglicans Report on Ban Hol gssiapnier. Pam) * fie: alien neg ieites tebe 
BEY CMMMEMPCIATIO. ce. eke ciers em ed French Protestants and Events in Algeria 7 


WCC Officers Confer in Prague with Hungarian Official 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, a member of the i/CC's Executive Committee, returned 
from Prague, Czechoslovakia, on February 14, where they met with Mi. Janos Horvath, 
head of the Office of Church Affairs of Hungary. The meeting took place on 
February 13. Back in Geneva, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said: 


"Through Dr. Carl Lund-Quist the World Council of Churches had had word - 
about the difficult situation of the Reformed Church in Hungary and about cer- 
tain accusations against the World Council which had been made by Hungarian 
authorities. The Executive Committee considered that the best way to deal with 
this matter was to have personal discussions with the head of the Office of 
Church Affairs of the Hungarian government. Mr. Horvath agreed to meet World 
Council representatives in Prague. The Executive Committee decided that Eugene 
Carson Blake, a member of the World Council Executive and stated clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church USA, and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, should represent the World 
Council. 


"The World Council representatives gave a full account of the relations 
which the World Council had had with the Hungarian churches at the Galyatets 
meeting and since the Galyateto meeting. They refuted the accusations which had 
been made,such as the one which had been published in the Hungarian newspaper: 
Napaakarat,which had pretended that Dr. Visser 't Hooft had said. ‘At the con- 
ference in Galyatets we had already known what was being prepared in Hungary:' 
The World Council representatives stated that the concerns wiich they had re- 
garding the position of the church in Hungary had been openly discussed at the 
GalyatetS meeting and brought to the attention of the government authorities. 


"With regard to the present situation of the Hungarian Reformed Church the 
World Council representatives emphasised that their one concern was that this 


he aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its. readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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church as well ag other churches should have leaders which would be fully trusted 
by their congregations, and made it clear that this would only be achieved by the 
organising of completely free and independent elections." 


Dr. lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, re- 
turned from Hungary on February 4 and reported on conditions to the ll-member 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Geneva 
from February 4-8 (see EPS No. 5). E.P.S., Geneva 


Fifth Graduate School Ends February 14 at Bossey 


The fifth semester of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies ended on 
February 14 when the students received certificates in ceremonies at the Ecumenic- 
al Institute of the World Council of Churches at Bossey, Switzerland. 


At the closing session, the largest number of students in the school's 
history were told by Institute Director H.H. Wolf that ''The battle hegins now 
with you. The problems are not solved, the unity of the church is not establish- 
ed at Bogsey." 


"But," he said, "I hope no one will ever forget that the main purpose of 
the institute was to win you for the high purpose of the ecumenical movement. 
Do, not imprison all the things you have learned here in your heart, but share 
them with your people. We count definitely on your cooperation." 


Professor F. Leenhardt, dean of the Faculty of Theology of the University 
of Geneva, warned the students that “you will not find your country as you left 
it. But you will bring the people this. ecumenical ferment. I hope you will be 
faithful and good workers for the ecumenical movement and for Christ, who is 
the only head of the Church." The Craduate School of Ecumenical Studies is con- 
ducted in association with the University of Geneva. Professor Jaques Courvoisier, 
the vice-rector of the University and chairman of the Graduate School board, also 
spoke briefly to the group. 


Teaching at the Graduate School were the Rev, P.S. Watson of Cambridge, 
England; Professor L.B. Pinomaa, Theological Faculty of Helsinki University in 
Finland; Professor E, Dinkler, University of Bonn, Germany; Brother liax Thurian, 
of the Taizé Community in France; Professor K.A. Busia of the Gold Coast; Dr. - 
W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC; Dr. Charles A, West, assist- 
ant director of the Institute; Dr. Robert S. Paul, associate director; and Dr. 
Wolf, 


Twelve of the students came from the United States, six from Germany, both 
East and West, three from Great Britain and one each from Ceylon, Denmark, France; 
Holland, India, Madagascar, Malaya, Mexico, New Zealand, South Africa and Switzer- 
land. One of the students is a Russian exile now studying in France. 


There were eight Methodists among the students this year, six Reformed and 
Presbyterians, four Disciples of Christ, four Lutherans, four United (Evangelical 
Church in Germany, Church of South India), two Anglicans, two Baptists, one 
Congregationalist, one member of the Mar Thoma Church and one Orthodox. 

B.P.S., Geneva 
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CHINA Australian Anglicans Report_on Church in China 


Bight Anglicans from Australia, pack from a 15,000-mile tour of the Chinese 
mainland, have reported that they found the Anglican Church there free to preach 
Christianity and to publish books and other literature. 


The group, invited by Bishop G.T. Chen, head of the Church in China, was 
led by the Most Rev. Howard 1K. Mowll, primate of the Church of England in 
Australia and a former bishop of the Chinese Church (see also BPS Nos 30/31 and 


45, 1956). 


Archbishop Mowll reports that several of the Chinese bishops "emphasised to 
us that Christianity and Communism are fundamentally widely apart, one being a 
faith in redemption through Christ - the other a man-made ideology. Nevertheless, 
they felt that the achievements of the present regime were remarkable, and 3 
beneficial for the nation. We also gathered that many Christians have been elect- 
ed to local, provincial and national committees by their fellow citizens, so 
that the Church in these days is conscious of being a part of the life of the 4 
nation in a more real sense than in former years. Freedom of religion is guarant- 
eed in the constitution of the People's Republic of China." 


Youth work, Archbishop Mowll reported, seems to be difficult because Christ- 
ian schools, universities and hospitals have been taken over by the government. 
"However", he added, "many former Christian teachers and docters are still employed 


and are even given important administrative posts. The government does not dis- 


criminate against Christians. One of the most encouraging features of our visit 
was the number of former students of our mission schools and universities who 
came to welcome us. These old friends of ours still remain steadfast in their 
Christian faith." 


The archbishop was "much impressed by the able leadership given by so many 
of the bishops and members of the Church in China (Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui). 
Their time of opportunity", he added, "may be limited, they may have to face 
difficult days ahead, as they have faced them in the past." The tim of drastic - 
extermination seems to have passed, Archbishop Mowll said, and to have been for- 
gotten, "although indoctrination continues - through radio propaganda, with 
slogans everywhere, loudspeakers often prevent any quiet rest in the day or 
night, especially on railroad trains." 


When he arrived back in Sydney, Archbishop MowLlL started a nation-wide con- 
troversy when he said, "Religion is working openly and effectively in Communist 
China, Congregations are growing at a remarkable rate. The people seem happy and 
contented under the present regime." 


Dr, Malcolm MacKay, minister of a leading Presbyterian Church in Sydney and 
a former secretary of the Australian Council for the World Council of Churches, 
contended that the Chinese had carefully rigged all the Australians saw and 
heard. "The churches in China are as free as 4 tiger in a cage," he said. 


The Sydney Telegraph and the Daily Herald both denounced the Archbishop's 
views. 


Writing in Episcopal Churchnews, Francis James, a lay member of the delega- 
tion, reports Chinese Anglicans and other Christians can now receive books and- 
letters from the West. "These, our brothers," he writes, "have been almost com— 
pletely cut off from the thought of the Church in the West for many years. They 
are starved for news and views. The Church in China today is now sufficiently 
independent, nationl, self-supporting to be able to afford contacts with the West 


a 
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on a scale psychologically impossible’ during recent years when missionary work 
was equated in all Chinese minds with ‘Imperialism'. They will welcome all you 
send." E.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Bishop Turoczy Installed in Budapest 


The Rt. Rev. Zoltan Turoczy from Gyor was installed on February 6 in Buda- 
pest as bishop of the Northern Diocese of the Hungarian lutheran Church. At the 
same time, Dr. Zoltan Mady was installed as lay inspector of the diocese. 


Bishop Turoczy, who said he did not want to make a critique of the past, 
said "my words are meant only to be watchwords for the future’. He added that 
the church does not live to rule, "but to be ruled by the Word". 


A former bishop of one of the four dioceses of the Hungarian lutheran Church, 
Bishop Turoczy was forced to resien his bishopric in 1952. He lived in retirement 
until November 1956, when he was called by his congregation. Later he was asked 
to serve as temporary bishop. He was elected on January 19. Inspector Mady also 
served as inspector until 1952, when he was forced to resign. BeP.oo, Geneva 


Bishop Barbieri on the Situation in Colombia 


(Geneva) - The reports about the oppression of Protestants in Colombia are, in 
most cases, absolutely true, Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of the Argentine said 
this month in an interview while in Geneva. Bishop Barbieri, one of the presidents 
of the World Council of Churches, was attending a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Council. 


In Golombia, Bishop Barbieri said, Protestant schools, mission stations and 
churches have been closed by the authorities, services interrupted, Protestants 
arrested. At times, church buildings have been destroyed and outrages committed 
against Protestants and missionaries. 


Bishop Barbieri said that the Roman Catholic hierarchy is using the politic- 
al situation to wage a campaign against Protestants and has paid no attention to 
the papal encyclicals, urging moderation. The Roman Catholics have said that the 
purity of the Christian faith in Colombia must be protected against Protestant 
sects, mostly of North American origin. However, Bishop Barbieri pointed out, in 
Colombia the Protestant church work was not carried out by the so-called "sects", 
but by churches of long standing. The Reformed Church of Colombia has a century 
of tradition behind it. Bishop Barbieri said that there is also disunity among 
the Roman Catholics. The Colombian clergy are opposed not only to the Protestant 


missionaries from North America but also to missionaries sent by Roman Catholic 
mission groups in North America, 


In answer to Protestant charges, Roman Catholics have said that hundreds of 
their own number have been killed in Colombia, But, Bishop Barbieri says, Roman 
Catholics only have to endure political persecution, while Protestants are per= 
secuted both for their political views and for their religion. 


Protestant churches in most other South American countries are more or less 
free - at any rate there is no open persecution, Bishop Barbieri said. In Mexico, 
Peru and Venezuela there are certain restrictions on Protestant work. In some 
places Protestants have no access to radio stations or have not received permits 
to set up their own transmitting stations. BePeSe, Geneva 


i 
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UNITED STATES Ban Helps luther Film 


Several television stations throughout the U.S. have expressed an interest 
jn showing the film "Martin Luther", cancelled in December by Station WGN-TV in 
Chicago (see EPS No. 3), Robert E.A. Lee, executive secretary of lutheran Church- 
Productions, producers of the film, said the offers are under "serious considera- 
| tion" but added that "we are still urging WGN-TV to reverse its negative deci- 
sion and present the film because it has a moral responsibility to do so". 


Protestant leaders in Chicago alleged that the film was Withdrawn because 

‘of "pressures which have been mobilised by the Roman Catholic Ciurch". A formal 
'protest has been lodged with the Federal Communications Commission against WGN~ 
'TV for banning the film on the grounds that the station's public interest respons- 
‘ibility was violated by its act of permitting de facto censorship. 


Nilartin Luther'!, with Portugese subtitles, has had a highly successful 
premiere in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where it played to capacity crowds in six cinemas 
simultaneously. Earlier censorship by Brazil was lifted a year ago. Meanwhile, 
government censorship bans have been continued in Canada's Province of Quebec, 
the Philippines, Peru and Egypt, and efforts are still being made to get per- 
mission to show the film in Spain, Italy, Greece, Israel and various Latin 
American countries. The film has been subtitled in Spanish, Portugese, French, 
Chinese, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Finnish and Dutch, and dubbed versions have 
been issued in Spanish and German. HePeo., Geneva 


GERMANY _ Roman Catholic Institute for Study of Christian Confessions Opened 


) (Paderborn) - The Johann Adam iiShler Institute for the comparative study of 
various Christian confessions and Catholic minority areas was opened by Roman 
Catholics in Paderborn at the beginning of the annual Octave of Prayer for 
Christian Unity this year. All the Catholic theological faculties in Germany 
‘and many leading European theologians were present at the opening ceremony. é 


'The main purpose of the institute is to promote understanding between the Christ- 
ian confessions on a scientific level by study of their theological bases. The 


director is Professor Eduard Stakemeier. Its organ is the theological paper 


"Catholica", edited by Professor Grosche, dean of Cologne Cathedral, which has 
already been appearing for 25 years. 


..ealso Three Catholic Academies 


Three new Catholic Academies have been opened in Germany: the Rhabanus 
Maurus Academy in Wiesbaden, the Academy of the Archdiocese in Freiburg, and the 
Catholic Academy for Bavaria in Munich, At the opening of the Wiesbaden Academy 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Mainz "warmly advocated a friendly dialogue" between 
the Evangelical Academy at Arnoldshain and the New Catholic Academy. 


Cardinal Joseph Wendel said in his opening address that the Academy in 
Munich wishes to foster "good, neighbourly relations with the Evangelical Aca= 
demy" at Tutzing on the Starnberger See. He described this as the logical out- 
come of one of the main tasks of the Catholic Academy - to find freedom in 
between Christian tolerance and the inevitable intolerance involved in the 
search for truth. E.Pede, Geneva 


IWF Plans Expanded Aid in Hungary 


The Hungarian government has agreed to allow church sponsored relief goods 
to be received by and distributed through church headquarters in Budapest, the 
Rev, Mogens Zeuthen has reported after a 10-day visit to Hungary. Pastor Zeuthen 
4s Iutheran World Federation secretary for Minority lutheran Churches. 


| The LiF, in cooperation with other Protestant agencies, is planning an ex- 
panded programme of aid for Hungarian Protestant churches. Pastor Zeuthen brought 
pack a list of goods which the government will aloow customs-free into the 
country. Most needed, he said, are baby clothes (especially diapers), baby food, 
new underclothing for men, women and children, bed linen, soap and disinfectants, 
vitamins, canned gocds, coffee, tea, cocoa and sugar. 


Pastor Zeuthen was told that the Hungarian lutheran Church meds theological 
literature,including books, magazines, newspapers and pamphlets, and paper and 
financial help to publish new Hungarian Bibles and theological books. 


Dr, Carl E. Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the LiF, and Pastor Zeuthen 
left for Hungary on January 31. Dr. Tund-Quist returned to Geneva on February 4 
(see EPS No. 5). E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Anglican-Free Church Cooperation in the Sunday School Field 


A group of experts from both the Church of England and the Free Churches 
have just finished a study cf the effect on children of the worship and religious 
instruction they receive in both county and voluntary schools and in Sunday 
schools. The report is published by the British Council-of Churches. The project 
is the first where there has been this kind of Anglican-Free Church cooperation 
in the Sunday school field under the auspices of the British Council of Churches, 
according to the Rev. E.C.D. Stanford, secretary of the Education Department of 
the Council. Included in the report is a survey of religious education in day 
schools and in Sunday schools of both the Church of England and the Free Churches. 

£.P.Se, Geneva 


Lutherans, Anglicans, Appoint African leaders 


The recent election of the Rev. Ezra D. Keller as president of the 4, 000— 
member Evangelical Lutheran Church in liberia is the first appointment of an 
African to the highest office in any lutheran church body in that continent. 


The Rev. Kosiya Shalita, whose appointment as Assistant Anglican Bishop of 
Kigezi-Ankole in the diocese of Uganda is also announced, will be the third 
African of four Assistant Bishops in the diocese. BeP-S., Geneva 


YMCA /YWCA Aid Refugees in Hungary, Middle East 


The YMCA and YWCA report that 13 centres are now in fall operation in Austria 
for Hungarian refugees. Four more are due to be finished in the next few months. 
Thirty small centres have been set up in camps where no community centre is avail- 
able. They are being used as reading and writing rooms, for language classes and 
as sewing centres. More than 3,000 refugees are enrolled in language classes. 


The Egyptian YMCA and YWCA are doing special work among the refugees from 
Port Said and Sinai. Recently a shipment of clothing gathered by Egyptian students 
in Geneva was shipped to Egypt by the World Alliance, The World Alliance Refugee 
Committee has made special appropriations to maintain the work in Gaza, 
HeP.Se, Geneva 
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FRANCE | French Protestants and the Dramatic Events in Algeria 


(Paris) - Representatives of the Protestant Churches of North Africa and those of 
France met in Paris from January 25-27 to consider the current events and problems 
an North Africa. It was their fifth meeting since 1953. 


The churchmen called on the French people in France and North Africa to make 
heavy sacrifices, but at the same time pointed out that the work to be done can- 
not be accomplished by France, Algeria, Morocco and Tunis alone. "It requires 
the united efforts of the whole world and especially of the countries of Europe." 


It is more important than ever for the North Africa churches to bear witness 
to Jesus Christ, the representatives said. We must respond by working closely with 
the missions and keeping our doors wide open to Christians of every denomination 
and nationality. At the same time, the Christians who remain in North Africa must 
cooperate in taking responsibility for the life and work of their churches. 


The churches in Morocco and Tunis expect that religious freedom will continue, 
in accodrance with the Universal Charter of Human Rights, With regard to Algeria, 
the representatives offered no solution, but hoped that whatever decision is made, 
it will-be possible to work for reconstruction and establish a future with justice, 
dignity, freedom and peace. 


Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation, was chair- 


man of the meeting. E.P.o., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Television Clause Supported by Church Television Commissions 


The television commissions of the Protestant, Roman Catholic and Old Catholic 
Churches of Switzerland have given their unanimous approval to a draft provision 
that would, they say, "provide the best guarantee that the influence of tele- 
vision will be controlled in accordance with Swiss principles".On March 2 and 3 
Swiss citizens will vote on adopting a new clause on radio and television to the 
Swiss constitution. 


; The commissions say that if the clause, which has been approved by the Swiss 

Federal Council and the Parliament, is defeated, "the door would be left open-for 
commercial broadcasts which would be difficult to control, and which would in- 
clude undesirable and destructive influence which would undermine the religious, 
moral and human bases of Swiss society". 


Late in 1956 the three church TV commissions formed a joint committee to 
promote "active cooperation between television and the churches! (see EPS No. 46, 
1956). E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


“iembers.iof the Methodist Church in the United States were asked to give 
_ $600,000 for the church's 14 Negro institutions on Race Relations Sunday, February 
10, The goal is about twice the amount given for the same cause a year ago. 


RAPES 
Toate 


The Church of Scotland, which already has intercommunion with the Churches 
of Sweden, Norway, Finland and Denmark, has informed President Stempel of the 
Church of the Palatinate, Speyer, that it would also like to be in communion with 
the Protestant Church of the Palatinate, which since last year has approved inter- 
communion with the member churches of the International Congregational Council. 


AD rat 


No, 7 - February 22nd, 1957 - § - 61 


Pastor Ahti Auranen of Helsinki, formerly general secretary of Lutheran World 
| Service in Austria, has received the "Grand Silver Medal of Honour for services 

to the Republic of Austria", bestowed by Chancellor Raab in recognition of Pastor 
) Auranents work for refugees and emigrants. 
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A Church and Society Circle has been formed officially in Athens with theo- 
logical Professor Panayotis Bratsiotis as chairman. Members include the Rector of 
} Athens University and Stephanos Stephanopoulos and Panayotis Kanellopoulos, beth 
Civic leaders. The most recent meeting was attended by His Beatitude the Arch- 
bishop of Athens and of all Greece, Monseigneur Dorotheus, who blessed the Church 
and Society Circle and praised its work and aims. 
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Representatives of the World Alliance of YMCAs, the Yorld YWCA, the World 
Council of Churches, the World Council of Christian Education and the Jorld's 
Student Christian Federation, held a consultation from February 11-13 in Nyon, 
Switzerland. Purpose was to provide an opportunity to discuss common evangelistic 
and ecumenical responsibilities. 
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Professor Walter Freytag, president of the German Protestant Missionary 
Council and Professor for Missions and Ecumenical Inter-Church Relationships at 
Hamburg University, is at present on a study tour in South Asia; he will also 
| visit China. He recently received an invitation from Bishop Ting (the Anglican 
| Bishop of Nanking) to lecture as a guest at the Theological College in Nanking 
IN ana to visit some of the churches in China. Professor Freytag is president of 
| the Division of Studies of the world Council of Churches and of the International 


A 
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| It has been reported that Professor Laszlo Pap resigned about two weeks ago 

7 as dean of the faculty of the Reformed Theological Seminary in Budapest. He con- 

|) tinues on the faculty. Elected by fellow professors to succeed him as dean is 

| Professor Szegledy, It is understood that Reformed Bishop Ladislaus Ravasz has 
avsinwithdrawn from ecclesiastical affairs and is living at his home in the country 

as he did before the revolution. He had been acting as Bishop in Budapest for a 
time following: changes in the leadership of the Church. 
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' A nation-wide convention-seminar of preachers has been held in Athens, Greece, 
organised by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece, The week-long meet- 
ing was presided over by Archbishop Dorotheus of Athens. 


The Japan Bible Society is trying to find and train 40 colporteurs to help - 
achieve the goal of two million sales of Bibles or portions during 1957. In addi- 
tion to colporteurs, the society plans to secure the cooperation of 500 stores 
throughout the country to handle Bible sales. 


sie 
as 
ale 
7 


A lutheran pastor in Copenhagen has increased attendance at weekday evening 
services in his church by eliminating the usual sermon and showing religious films 
instead. The crowds at St. Paul's church were disappointingly small before the Rev. 
Martin Jorgensen was given permission to try the films. EeP.S., Geneva 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches « T. he International Missionary Council 
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Agian Church Leaders Meet March 18-27 in Indonesia 


From March 18 to 27, Asian church leaders will meet in Indonesia to con- 
| sider the common evangelistic task of the churches in East Asia and to decide 
what the ecumenical structure of the church in Asia will be. in the future. 


The conference is the result of a consultation in March, 1956, at Bangkok, 
Thailand, when leaders of national Christian councils, members of the Inter-~ 
national Missionary Council, and Asian churches belonging to the Vorld Council 
of Churches, considered the problems of ecumenical cooperation in Asia and the 
relationships of churches and councils in Asia with the two world movements. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
points out that "an important factor in the whole discussion is that there is such 
a strong desire in Asian churches for closer cooperation between churches and 
councils in Asia. They are already exchanging personnel, One form in which this 
3s done is the East Asia Council on Ecumenical Iissions. The East Asia conference 
must look at various possibilities concerning the future. These possibilities 
range from a plan to have a fully-organised Asian Council of Churches to the 
more modest plan of strengthening the East Asia secretariat of the TiC and WCC." 


The IMC and WCC set up the joint Hast Asia secretariat in 1950 and Dr. 
Rajah B, Manikam was appointed. Barly last year he was elected Bishop of Tranque- 
bar (lutheran) in India, and Mr, Kyaw Than of Burtha was appointed to serve until 
the East Asia conference. 


The conference has been completely planned by the Asian committee. Plans 
have been made for an ecumenical Kirchentag to open the conference. It will be 
pattemed after the famous German Church Day and is scheduled to be held in the 
Sports Stadium in Siantar. All Protestant churches along the east coast of 
Sumatra have been invited to take part in the Kirchentag. 


aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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During the 10-day conference delegates will survey the church in East Asia 
and its obligations, and consider the policy and structure the church should take. 
Speakers will include Bishop Manikam, Dr. J, Abineno of Indonesia, Bishop B.C. 
Sobrepena of the Fhilippines, Mr. il.ll. Thomas of India, Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon 


and the Rev. Frank Short of Great Britain. On March 24 the delegates are scheduled 


40 visit Tarutung, the headquarters of the Batak Church, Balige, the island of 


' Samosir and the Simelungun area. 


Attending the. conference for the World Council will be Dr. Visser 't Hooft, 
and two of the WCC's associate general secretaries, Dr. leslie Cooke and Dr. 


_ Robert S. Bilheimer. 


Just before the conference, the National Council of Churches of Indonesia, 
in cooperation with the WCC, will hold an ecumenical conference on Problems of 
Rapid Social Change in the Countries of South East Asia. The meeting is set for 


March 12 to 16 at Nommensen University, Pematang Siantar, Sumatra. 
E.P.o., Geneva 


NEAR EAST Mission Work in Jordan and Egypt 


British educational missionaries are returning to Jordan, but have not yet 


- gone back into Egypt, according to a statement issued by the Rev. C.S. Milford, 


West Asia secretary of the Church ilissionary Society. 


Two of the Church Missionary Society missionaries have now been invited to 
return to Jordan and several workers for the Jerusalem and the East Mission have 


returned. 


In Egypt, the institutions started by the CMS - two hospitals, two girls! 
schools and two welfare centres - are being carried on by the small Anglican 
church. Its clergy are also responsible for services in the Cathedral and the 
larger English church in Alexandria. The government has appointed a Christian as 
sequestrator, to take charge of the property and funds that were still legally 
in foreign ownership, He seems, Mr. Milford said, to be acting sympathetically. 


At the time the fighting started, Egyptian church leaders were asked whether 


they felt that the continued presence of CMS missionaries were an embarrassment 


or a danger. The church asked the missionaries to stay as long as possible and 
they remained until ordered to leave by the Egyptian government. Missionaries 
also left Jordan because some national church leaders felt-the British mission- 
aries would endanger both themselves and their Arab fellow-Christians by remain- 
ing (see EPS Nos. 42 and 44, 1956). E.P.S., Geneva 


New Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has nominated the Right Rev. A.C. MacInnes as 
the Bishop in Jerusalem, succeeding the present bishop, the Right Rev. Weston 
Stewart, who resigned. 


The new Anglican bishop, who is 55, has been Bishop of Bedford since 1953. 
For 20 years he worked as a missionary for the Church Missionary Society in 
Palestine and was Archdeacon of Jerusalem before he was compelled to return to 
England after being seriously wounded in the bombardment of Jerusalem in 1948. 
Bishop MacInnes was for many years principal of the Bishop Gobat School in Jeru- 
salem. His father was also Bishop in Jerusalem. 
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Bishop Stewart has spent 30 years in the diocese. He left Chelsea in 1926 

to become chaplain of St. George's Cathedral in Jerusalem, and later became Arch- 
deacon of Palestine, Syria and Trans-Jordan, In 1943 he was consecrated bishop. 
H.P.Se, Geneva 


Two WSCF Leadership Training Courses Held in Latin America 


A group of 110 persons attended two leadership training courses for student 
leaders in Central America and Mexico at the end of 1956 and early in 1957. The 
first course was at the Baptist College of Santa Ana, El Salvador, with 60 par- 
ticipants from five Central America countries - Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua and Panama. The second course, attended by 70 delegates from 15 
Mexican cities, was held in the neighbourhood of the famous new cité universi- 
taire in Mexico City. 


The general theme for both courses was "The Vocation of Christian Students" 
and it was studied under the following headings: "Called to be members of the 
people of God, "Called to action in the world" (the university and civic life) 
and "Called personally". The course in Mexico City also included a section for 
theological students with its own programme on the theme, "Our Pastoral Vocation". 


Three leaders took part in the two courses. They were the Rev. Valdo Galland 
of Uruguay, associate general secretary of the WSCF; Professor Mauricio Lopez 
of Argentina, WSCF secretary for Latin America; and the Rev. Richard Shaull, 
general secretary of the Brazilian Student Christian Movement. 


During the past five years the WSCF has held several leadership training 
courses for students from all or half of Latin America. To make possible greater 
student participation, it was decided to hold two consecutive conferences for 


more limited areas of Latin America. EeP.S., Geneva 
GERMANY : Christian Approach to Communism 


(Diisseldorf) - "Christendom and the Onslaught of Bolshevism" was the title of a 
series of lectures arranged by the churches in Dusseldorf, during which Dr. 
Helmuth Gollwitzer (professor of Theology at Bonn) pleaded for conversations 
between Christians and communists. He said that in these conversations the Christ- 
jans would(as a matter of course) perceive communism to be a false road leading 
not to freedom but to serfdom, It would still remain a false road, even if the 
people in communist countries were better supplied with food and other commodities 
in future. The shackles on thought, the anti-religious propaganda, the brutal 
methods of gevernment and the mass terror, the debasement of human beings to the 
status of marionettes or gramophone records - all this must be rejected without 
compromise. 


Christians should not merely ask themselves how they could protect them- 
selves against communism, emphasised Professor Gollwitzer. They should rather 
bear in mind that a large section of Christendom today was living under bolshevik 
rule. The Christian churches behind the iron curtain (although they should not 
regard themselves as a "fifth column" of Western life) should receive help from 
the churches in the West through intercession, through exact information about 
the situation in the West, and through the exchange of visits. 


The next question which Christians should ask should be: what have we to 
give to the communists? The Lord of the Church sent out his disciples with his 
message like sheep among wolves. The Christian message was also intended for the 
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salvation of the wolves. The spirit of,,Christ could also turn wolves into human 
beings who were children of God. The Christian Church was called and equipped to 
deal even with wolves - instead of either howling with them or destroying them. 
"The only attack which is not defensive and which is not based on fear is the 
attack with the Christian message!', said Professor Gollwitzer. This was the real 
“crusade” against communism. 


Tf Christians discussed things with communists, they should ask: what do 
communists think about man and about the meaning of life? It was possible that 
ultimately the communists would pay attention to these questions. At any rate, 
Christians were convinced that nothing was fixed and unchangeable, They must 
‘also bear in mind that some of the spiritual movements and ideas of the West had 
to face the same questions. E.P.Se, Geneva 


WSCF Clarifies Hungarian Student Committee Issue 


| The World's Student Christian Federation has issued a statement to its 
member movements clarifying some of the issues that resulted in the dissolution 
of the Coordinating Committee for International Aid to Hungarian Refugee Students. 
The committee was formed in November as a joint endeavour of COSEC (Coordinating 
‘Secretariat of National Unions of Students), World University Service and the 
‘Austrian National Union of Students. In the next two months, 4,000 of 6,000 
‘refugee students were helped to emigrate. 


; However, the WSCF says, in January the Austrian National Union of Students 
“designated new representatives to the Coordinating Committee who took stands 
creating numerous obstacles to joint action. To the press, the ‘orld University 
‘Service described the difficulty as follows: 


| "The main source of all these difficulties is to be traced to a divergence 
‘in the interpretation of the legal status of the committee. The Austrian N.U.S. 
insisted that since it alone was subject to Austrian law, it had the right to 
‘veto any decision of the Coordinating Committee that did not conform with its 
‘wishes. WUS and COSEC could accept neither this position nor the argument on - 
which it was based. Actually, certain projects of the Austrian N.U.S. concern- 
ing immediate assistance to Hungarian refugee students appeared in effect to 
prejudice the interests of these students and hinder endeavours being made 
toward enabling them to emigrate. In this situation, COSEC and WUS retained the 
complete confidence and support of representatives of governmental and non- 
sovernmental international organisations working for refugee students in Austria. 


"WUS and COSEC tried to reassure the Austrian N.U.S. by offering certain 
legal guarantees and suggesting a new basis of work and cooperation which was 
also inspired largely by decisions taken on November 11 in establishing the Co- 
ordinating Committee. Since this proposal was refused, there was no alternative 
to terminating the Coordinating Committee and this was done on February 9, 1957. 
WUS then decided to establish a Field Office in Vienna which, with the support 
of COSEC, would assume the responsibilities and tasks of the former Coordinating 
Committee." 


The question of improper accounting was also raised by the Austrian N.U-S., 
and World University Service made the following reports 


"At the end of January, the accounts of the Committee were audited by a 
chartered accountant and certified to be correct and in order to the full satis- 
faction of the auditor. Here also, difficulties encountered arise neither from 
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the manner of keeping accounts nor from any lack of integrity in the representatives 
of COSEC or WUS, but from the unfortunately disruptive attitude of the Austrian 
N.U.S., which refused to be bound by majority decisions of the Committee in financ- 
ial matters as well." 


Alice Otterness, WSCF secretary, says that the work of processing refugee 
students is continuing and has not been greatly affected. WUS has established 
‘a field office in Vienna, together with COSEC, carrying out the functions and 
‘activities of the former Coordinating Committee. The Federation, the govern- 
mental and non-governmental organisations working for refugee students in Austria 
and the Hungarian refugee students themselves have confidence in WUS, according 


to Miss Otterness. EePsde, Geneva 
UNITED STATES U.S. State Department Opposes Clergymen's Visit %to China 


The United States Department has indicated it would disapprove a proposal 
that a group of American clergymen visit China. In answering a letter from Dr. 
Clyde W. Taylor, secretary of public affairs for the National Association of 
Evangelicals, the State Department thanked the NAE for its "efforts to discourage 
travel by American citizens to the Communist-controlled mainland of China under 
existing circumstances". 


During a December meeting of the National Council of Churches! Division of 
Home Missions and of Christian Life and Work, one of 15 discussion groups re- 
commended that the council "undertake to establish direct lines of contact between 
the churches in America and the churches in China". The report was referred to 
the NCC's Department of International Affairs, and no action at all has been 
taken. HeP.Se, Geneva 


POLAND News of the Lutheran Church 


The Synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Poland, recently held in 
Warsaw, requested 73-year-old Bishop Kotula to continue in office for two more 
years. The Bishop has consented. For many years Bishop Kotula was in charge of the 
Polish Protestant church in Lodz, During the second \Jorld War he worked on a farm 
in his native district of Tesch, and returned to Lodz in 1945. In 1951 he was 
elected by the Synod. 


The theological Academy in Warsaw, at which the Protestant pastors in Poland 
are trained, has received 26 applications for the new academic year. Last year 
the Academy was attended by 45 students. The languages taught include German and 
Russian, in addition to Latin, Greek and Hebrew. 
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The leaders of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Poland have requested the 

government in Warsaw to restore the churches, vicarages and other church property 
which it had confiscated from the Protestant churches in Last Prussia, and also 
to help them to rebuild the church buildings which were destroyed or damaged, 
The petition signed by the church leaders says that if this injustice were made 
good, the population would feel more patriotic. A commission consisting of re- 
presentatives of the party, the government, the Sejm parliament and the Church 
should be set up to consider these tasks, it is stated in the petition. 
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Before the second World War there were 600,000 Iutherans in Poland, Today 
there are only about 180,000 Polish Iytherans and about 40,000 of German origin, 
living in the six districts in Masuren (East Prussia), Pomerania and Great- 
Poland, Warsaw, Stalinograd (Kattowitz), Czescyn (Teschen) and Breslau. The 
Iutheran Church has 106 pastors, but this number is very inadequate, and each 
“pastor has to look after several congregations. 


Throughout the whole of Poland there are about 400 buildings belonging to 
the Protestant Church. Five churches have been rebuilt since the war and many 
others restored. 


The congregations are impoverished, but they make generous sacrifices for 
the work of the Church. A great interest is shown by the young people. Confir- 
mation classes are held without much difficulty, because the young people are 
eager to participate in instruction on the Christian faith. 


The social work done by the Church is confined to a few institutions, but 
it may increase. Some of the church institutions in Poland are managed by 
deaconesses (see EPS No. 37, 1956). 


There is a great lack of theological books and of practical material for 
church work and Sunday school teaching. The lutheran World Federation and the 
World Council of Churches are able to send church literature from Geneva to 


_ Poland. E.P.S., Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Czech Churches Observe Moravians'500th Anniversary 


(Prague) - Because many Protestant churches in Czechoslovakia regard themselves 
as the spiritual heirs of the lioravian Brethren, they are making special plans 
to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the church this year. The famous reform 
movement began in Kunvald, Czechoslovakia. 


During the year the Czech churches are publishing a volume called "The - 
Unita Fratrum in Pictures", holding an anniversary Synod meeting and sponsor- 
ing a travelling exhibition. The Czech churches Will also issue souvenir medals, 
hold special meetings and divine services in all their churches and during March 
join the world-wide Chain of Prayer for Peace. The prayer movement is arranged 
by the Moravians to mark their 500th anniversary. (See EPS No, 3). 


Bishop Karl Reichel, president of the Inner Council of the Moravian Church, 
regards the quincentenary as a chance to establish a still more profound and ~- 
genuine unity among Reformation churches. The bishop calls for "living coopera- 
tion and mutual loving service to others". According to Bishop Reichel, the 
special task of the Moravian Church today is to be a bridge between churches and 
an aid in making the unity of Christians more apparent. 


The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia has issued a message, 
acknowledging that as the spiritual heir of the great Christians who founded 
the Bohemian Brethren, it is responsible, in accordance with Holy Scripture, 
"to be obedient solely to its Lord Jesus Christ, in the freedom of faith, ever 
anew, in any place and under any circumstances". B.eP.S., Geneva 
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AUST RALIA Australian Church Groups Ask Aid for Aboriginees 

Two church groups in Australia have asked the government for help for » 
primitive native tribes living-in the remote interior of Western Australia and 
reported to be leading a stone-age existence. 


The Australian Committee for the World Gouncil of Churches hes asked the 
federal government to make funds available to the Western Australia state govern- 
ment for a programme of welfare work among the aboriginees. 


The Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions has suggested that the state 


of South Australia, adjoining the territory, establish a large cattle station 


to provide for the desert tribes. 


Church officials have agreed to provide trained personnel to supervise the 
station, which would be organised as a mission centre. 


The aboriginees are said to be among the most primitive people in the world, 
wandering over the desert in search of game and water. A recent report to the 
state parliament of Wester Australia outlined the plight of the tribes, saying 
that as a result of white encroachment on their reserves, the tribes have been 
reduced to semi-starvation., Also, the report said, scientists working on guided 
missiles have penetrated their lands. Fearing to make contact with the white man, 
the tribes have withdrawn into the most barren areas. Without proper medical 
treatment even the most simple ailments caused them great pain and even death. 

E.P.o-, Geneva 


The Student World 


The most recent issue of the Student World (I; 1957), magazine of the 
World's Student Christian Federation, is based on the WSCF General Committee 
which met last August in Tutzing, Germany. The editorial by Philippe Maury, 
Federation general secretary, gives a general review of this triennial meeting, 
which elects officers and Executive Committee members and plans the work of the 
organisation for the coming three years. This is followed by the three addresses 
which were related to the General Committee theme, " Jesus Christ the Reconciler". 
The addresses are: "The Contradictias of -Reconciliation", by M. Francis Jeanson, 
a French existentialist writer and a non-Christian; "Jesus Christ the Reconciler" 
by Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World-Council of Churches, 
and "Africa's-Hopes and Reconciliation" by Mrs. Rena Karefa-Smart, of Sierra 
Leone, a vice-chairman of the Federation. Included also are the sermon preached 
at the closing service of the General Committee by WSCF chairman D.T. Niles, an 
address on "The Church in China Today" by Bishop K.H. Ting, president of Nanking 
Theological Seminary, and a contribution to the discussion of the report of the 
Commission on Holy living, by Father Jean de la Croix Kaelin, 0.P., fraternal 
delegate from Pax Romana, Catholic organisation of university students and 
intellectuals. 


This number also contains among other articles a tribute to Ruth Rouse by 
Suzanne Bidgrain, a former Federation secretary, a report by Alice Otterness, 
WSCF secretary, on her contacts with Hungarian students in Austria, and the 
usual book review section. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Japan Church World Service has decided to replace its current reading service 
for the blind with a library of tape recordings which can be loaned to schools 
and institutions. 


The International Christian University in Japan has received a grant of 
$50,000 from the Danforth Foundation of St. Louis, Mo,, USA, to erect a chapel on 
its campus at Iitakashi, Tokyo. The school's first commencement exercises will 
be held on March 21 for 178 students. The university is primarily supported by 
14 denominations in the United States and Canada. 
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Dr. RJ. Wilson of Belfast, a noted Old Testament scholar, has been named 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. He will be installed next June 
at the church's General Assembly, succeeding Dr, Thomas Barker. 
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The Holy Cross Orthodox Theological School of Brookline, Mass., is celebrat- 
ing its twentieth anniversary this year, according to His Eminence Archbishop 
ichael of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America. A Divine Liturgy, 
lectures, a concert and other events are planned during the next three months to 
mark the anniversary. 
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Nine colportage leaders are being trained for the Indonesian Bible Society in 
the theological school of the Reformed Church in Djokjakarta. After the two year 
course, the colporteurs, who come from various parts of the country and churches, 
will organise Bible distribution in their own areas, and help the churches increase 
the use of the Bible. 


The Student Christian Federation of Finland and the Orthodox Student Federa~ 
tion held a special "academic week" in Helsinki late in February, with several 
bishops and professors attending. The two groups have been working together since 
1954, and have arranged three Tutheran-Orthodox summer camps and held several 
common conferences. 


Evangelical and Roman Catholic men's organisations in Berlin have jointly 
undertaken a "placard project" to promote the exercise of the Christian spirit in 
day-to-day life. Posters at train stations and intersections urge careful driving 
under the heading "Thou shalt not kill", Other placards warn against divorce, 
abortion, spiritualism and superstition. Placards are flashed on the screen in 
cinemas, One says, "By the way, you should also pray on days when you feel all 
right." 


Planners expect work to begin in this month on the restoration of the Calvin 
Auditorium in Geneva. The project, which calls for making the building an inter= 
national Reformed centre, will cost about $145,000. About $100,000 has been con- 
tributed, and the city and canton of Geneva will make a $28,000 grant to the 
project. The international committee for the restoration is headed by the Rev. H. 
Ray Anderson, pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago, Ill. 
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On Sunday, February 17, for the first time since the revolution in October, 
the Hungarian station PetSfi broadcast a half-hour sermon by Bishop Lajos Ordass. 
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"Without a common recognition of a supreme moral authority and a common 
moral code, there could be little chance of escaping deadlocks and oppositions 
between nations," said Gr Kenneth Grubb, giving the Burge Memorial lecture on 
"'Gomexistence and the Conditions of Peace" in Westminster, London, on February 
20. Sir Kenneth, who is chairman of the Commission of the Churches on Internation- 
al Affairs, called on the churches to make a serious attempt to recover, restate 
and proclaim the principles of a common "international ethos!!, grounded in the 
Gospel. 
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Reports from Budapest state that the assembly of the Reformed Church of 
Hungary has decided to restore the'status quo! (i.e. as it existed before October 
23, 1956) in the leadership of the Reformed Church of Hungary. At the beginning 
of November last year the "Executive Committee of the Church" formed by Professor 
Pap and Bishop Ravasz was dissolved. Professor Pap has given up all his respon- 
sibilities in the Church except his professorship, Bishop Ravasz has retired. 
Bishop Bereczky (who retired in November) has now been reinstated as Bishop. 


Dr. Helmuth Gollwitzer has accepted the call to become Professor of Systemat- 
ic Theology at the Free University of Berlin. The Free University has no Faculty 
of Protestant Theology, but will create a Professorship in this subject. Dr. 
Gollwitzer will begin lecturing in Berlin at the beginning of the winter semester 
of 1957/58. 


A series of ecumenical seminaries intended for non-theologians is being 
organised in Berlin by the kcumenical Service and the Berlin committee of the 
Kirchentag. The first seminar,which Will consist of five evening meetings every 
other Wednesday night, will be led by Pastor Martin Backhaus. The main concern 
of this seminar will be the Free Churches, although it will also explain the 
structure and methods of the World Council of Churches and outline the work 
done by its Division of Inter-Church Aid and by the Division of Studies, It = li 
planned to hold further seminars on the Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, and Orthodox 
churches. 
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Through the financial help of the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World 
Council of Churches, the Settlement Association of 'Hilfswerk" (the German 
Protestant welfare organisation) has built 23 houses in Hamburg-Schnelsen with 
39 homes for stateless aliens from six eastern countries. It is planning to 
build another 88 houses. Through this project the World Council plans to create 
a new home for Orthodox Christians who have been living in German camps. 
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In Harlingen (Holland) church taxation has been abolished in the Reformed 
Church. Last year the congregation tried the experiment of raising church con- 
tributions on a voluntary basis, instead of through the taxation system. The 
church members gave more in this way. The congregation thereupon decided that 
in future "church taxes!’ would be on a voluntary basis only. E.eP.oe, Geneva 
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YUGOSLAVIA WCC to Aid Hungarian Refugees in Yugoslavia 
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Five members of the staff of the World Council of Churches plan to leave 
Geneva for Yugoslavia by March 8 to aid in the resettlement of the approximately 
17,000 Hungarian refugees now in that country. 


According to Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the WCC's Service to 
Refugees, the Council has been asked by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees to send a resettlement and a welfare worker to Yugoslavia to help 
deal with a situation that the UN hopes can be cleared up in six months. 


George Wood, an American and former staff member of Church World Service, 
will do welfare work, The resettlement officer has not been named. Also making 
the trip to help set up the programme will be Dr. Chandler, the Rev. Raymond E. 
Maxwell, secretary for Orthodox Churches and Countries, and the Rev. John D. 
Metzler, secretary for Material Aid and Surplus Commodities. The Lutheran World 
Federation will also be working in Yugoslavia. 


Of the 17,000 refugees who have crossed the Hungarian border into Yugoslavia 
about 4,000 are Protestant, Dr. Chandler said, and the WCC will register them 
for immigration. Some will be resettled in Scandinavia, some in Western Europe 
and the rest overseas, he said. 


(At the moment, the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United 
States says that the U.S. programme is limited to Hungarian refugees who fled 
to Austria. Admission of refugees from Yugoslavia into the U.S. would depend, 
the Immigration Service said, either on expansion of the present "parolee" - 
programme or on Congressional action on proposed revisions of the McCarran 
Walter Immigration Act.) 


In the present situation in Yugoslavia, the refugees are closely confined, 
either in camps or in guest houses and hotels scattered all around the country, 
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and are not able to have much if any contact with the local churches, It is known 
that five theological students from the Reformed Seminary in Budapest are among 


the refugees in Yugoslavia. E.P.S., Geneva 
BRAZIL Protestant Leaders Continue Study of Rapid Social Change 


A group of sixty Protestants, mostly laymen, met at Presbyterian Seminary, 
Campinas, on February 2-8, to discuss Christian responsibility towards areas of 
rapid social change. 


The Evangelical Confederation of Brazil sponsored the meeting which was an 
outgrowth of the first ecumenical conference on social questions held in Latin 
America in November, 1955 (see EPS No. 46, 1955). Dr. Benjamin Moraes, leading 
Brazilian Presbyterian, was chairman of the conference. Mr. Waldo Cesar is 
executive secretary of the Evangelical Confederation's Department of Church and 
Society established at the earlier meeting, 


Rural, industrial and political life were the main topics at the conference. 
Delegates included representatives of the government, industry, and labour, rural 
workers and some pastors, Among the speakers were the Rev. Richard Shaull, the 
general secretary of the Brazilian Student Christian Movement, Colonel Daltro 
Sangos, professor at a military school, and the Rev. Jacques Maury of France. 
‘Mr. Maury was touring Latin America as a member of the ecumenical youth team of 


‘the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education. 
: E.Pede, Geneva 


NORWAY Free Churches Doubtful about State Support 


: 

3 The new cultural programme published by the Cultural Committee of the Nor- 

“Wegian Social Democratic Party proposes that the Free Churches, in the name of 

“religious freedom, ought to receive the same public support as the lutheran 

“National Church, in proportion to their number of members. It appears, however, 

‘from a statement by the chairman of the Norwegian Free Church Council, Dr. Alf 

‘lier, that the Free Churches are doubtful about accepting such grants. Dr. Lier 

said: 

. "ZT want to make it quite clear that we have never asked for public grants 
in support of our work... Another matter is that already several years ago we 
drew attention to the fact that the deduction for church subscriptions allowed 
for Free Church members in calculating the taxes is far too small, As is well 

known, we pay our ministers, organists, church wardens, and for the erection 

and thaintenance of church buildings ourselves, without aid of any kind from out= 
side... But considering this fact, the deduction allowed is ridiculously small." 


| To the question whether it would not change the attitude of the Free Churches 
towards public grants if they were simply offered by the authorities, Dr. lier 
answered: ) 


"Tt all depends on circumstances. If, for instance, the offer were accom— 
panied by the stipulation that the state should be represented in our executive 
committee - a-stipulation usually connected with government grants to private 
snstitutions - then the offer should be turned down without any hesitation, as 
far as I can see... The Free Churches consider it of vital importance to be free, 
that is independent of the state. It might be another question as far as our 
social institutions are concerned." E.P.S., Geneva 
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GREECE Church of Greece Considers Topics for Special Synod 


(Athens) - Prelates of the Church of Greece have been asked to consider topics 
that will be discussed at a proposed convocation of an all-Orthodox preparatory 
synod, which is ‘to make arrangements for the convocation of an Ecumenical Synod 
of the All Holy Orthodox Church. The ecumenical synod would be attended by the 
various autocephalous national Orthodox churches. 


The topics were drawn up by the Theological Commission of the Church of 
Greece and submitted to that Church's Holy Synod which, after approving the 
topics, referred them to the hierarchy cf the Church of Greece and the pro- 
fessors of theology at Athens and Salonica Universities for comment and sugges- 
tions. 


Some of the topics include consideration of measures to be taken for 
reorganisation of the monastic institutions; definition of the rituals for the 
canonisation of saints; codification of the Holy Canons and canon law regula— 
tions; reorganisation of ecclesiastical courts on a uniform basis; education 
of the clergy; definition and direction of relationships with the World Council 
of Churches and the ecumenical movement in general, and especially with the 
"Faith and Order movement. E.P.S., Geneva 


NEAR EAST New Patriarch of Jerusalem 


Benedictos Papadopoulos, who was elected Patriarch of Jerusalem in January 
(see EPS No, 5) succeeds the late Patriarch Timothy. 


Patriarch Benedictos was born in 1892 in Nicomedia, Asia Minor. He is a 
graduate of the Theological School of Jerusalem and of the Law School of Athens 
University. 


He represented the Patriarch of Jerusalem at the Faith and Order Conference- 
of Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1927. In 1929 he was ordained as priest and appoint— 
ed Exarch of the Holy Sepulchre in Athens. In 1950 he represented the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem at a conference in Geneva about the intermationalisation of Jeru- 
salem. In 1951 he was named Archbishop of Tiberias. The new patriarch is the 


author of many historical, canonical and theological studies. B,Peos, Geneva 
JAPAN Japanese Christians to Visit China 


A group of twelve Christian leaders will leave Japan on April 23 for a 
month-long good-will visit to China, led by the Rev. Junichi Asano, minister 
of the Mitake Church of the United Church of Christ in Japan and a professor 
at Aoyama Gakuin and Japan Biblical Seminary. 


Other members of the party will anclude representatives of the YWCA, the - 
Japan Evangelical Alliance Church, the WCTU, the YMCA, the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, the Friends of Jesus Peace Society, lutheran and Baptist pastors, 


and the editor of a Christian weekly. BeP.eo-, Geneva 
NETHERLANDS WCC Statement on Nuclear Tests Sent to Cabinet 


The General Synod of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands, at its meeting 
February 4-6, unanimously decided to send the Dutch cabinet the statement on 
atomic experiments adopted by the Central Committee of the \/orld Council of 
Churches at its meeting in August, 1956. The statement pointed out the danger 
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from experimental tests of nuclear weapons and called "upon the churches to 
appeal to their governments and the United Nations to negotiate an agreement 
for the discontinuance, or limitation and control, of these tests". 


The General Synod asked the cabinet to instruct the Dutch delegation to 
the United Nations to work for consideration of the appeal by the UN. 
E.P.Se, Geneva 


CANADA Moral Factors in International Affairs 


Governmental and United Nations leaders are "seeking to utilise moral 
force for the solution of the problems which confront the world," Dr, 0, Frederick 
Nolde said on February 28 in Toronto, Canada, speaking before the annual meeting 
of the Board of Evangelism and Social Service of the United Church of Canada. 


But, Dr. Nolde said, there are "cangers in the wide use of the term 'moral 
force'. One is, he said, "the assumption that solution of international problems 
ean be found solely in moral principles. In most instances effective solutions 
call for technical and political arrangements which provide primarily direction 
and motivation." 


Dr. Nolde cautioned against Noversimplification or falsification by classi- 


fying issues and actions as right or wrong". He said, "Rarely can one side be : 


designated as completely right and the other as completely wrong, and responsibil- 
ity must be in proportion to the relative guilt of each party." 


Speaking on "Current Dynamics in International Affairs", Dr. Nolde cited 


' Hungary and the Middle Hast as illustrations. Answering the question, in regard 


to Hungary, of whether the UN action was right, he said, "I am inclined to say 
‘yes! eventthough the immediate results were far from satisfactory and the 
ultimate effect cannot be forecast." 


"Phe situation in the countries dominated by Soviet communism is no longer 


as frozen as it previously was. There are stirrings in these countries and in 


Russia, which by peaceful and reasonable maturing, can in due course give rise 
to greater freedom, The USSR,by virtue of its refusal to comply with the deci- 
sions of the United Nations, unquestionably suffered a reversal in its effort 
40 win the support of the uncommitted new nations." 


From this reversal, it can recover only by conforming its subsequent actions, 


both in Hungary and elsewhere, to the requirements of "an emerging international 
conscience," he said. 


On the subject of the Middle East, Dr. Nolde said, "Whatever imnediate- 
hardships are suffered and difficulties encountered I believe that the with- 
drawal of troops from Egypt by the United Kingdom and France in conformity 
with the United Nations action will go down in history as a significant step 


in building a responsible world community of law and order." E.P.Se, Geneva 
UNITED STATES ELC Applies for World Council Membership 


(iimmeapolis) - The Evangelical Lutheran Church has applied for immediate member— 
ship in the World Council of Churches, following action by its church council 
during its annual meeting in Minneapolis. The ELC application will come before 
the Central Committee of the World Council for action at its meeting in August 

in New Haven, Conn. 


No, 9 — March 8th, 1957 = 5:- 75 


The church council, acting on a directive from the ELC's General Convention 
last June, authorised the Church's president, Dr. Frederik A, Schiota, to seek 
\iCC membership "on a confessional basis" (see EPS No. 26, 1956). 


In complete reversal to the decision of its 1948 convention, which voted, 
872 to 546, against WICC membership, the ELC last June balloted, 1,434 to 685, 
to seek "immediate'! membership in the world body. 


This action removed a final major obstacle to the planned 1960 merger of 
the ELC (1,004,239) with the American Lutheran Church (899,078) and the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (59,832), both of whom had previously become WCC 
members. 


U.S. Lutheran groups which are now WCC members include: American Evangelical 
lutheran Church, American lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and United Lutheran Church in America, 


In anticipation of acceptance of the ELC's membership application, the 
church Council announced appointment of six ELC leaders to serve as delegates to 
the WCC's North American Faith and Order Conference, scheduled for Oberlin, Ohio, 


September 3-10. EePeo., Geneva 
POLAND German Church Leaders Visit Polish Churches 


A group of German Protestants, led by Dr. Martin Nieméller, have returned 
from a fortnight's visit to the Protestant churches in Poland. The churchmen 
reported that today there are about 200,000 members and 106 pastors in the Polish 
church, and the membership is decreasing because so many Protestants have 
enigrated. 


Many congregations have become too small to support their pastors and many 
have to disband. Recent political events have tended to strengthen Catholicisn, 
according to Dr. Hanfried Kruger, head of the Ecumenical Centre at Frankfurt- 
am-Main, and a member of the delegation. He said that many Polish Protestants 
are mistrusted as not being altogether loyal to the nation. 


The theological students are trained at the Academy of Christian Theology 
at Chylice, near Warsaw, which is supported by all the Protestant and Old Catholic 
Churches. There are about 60 students, 8 of them women. More than half of them 
are members of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian Confession, but the 
number of students training for the ministry ig still inadequate to deal with 
the widely scattered churches. 


The German church leaders met Dr. Sztachelski, the minister of the Polish 
church, in Warsaw and discussed with him the possibility of arranging an ex- 
change of professors and students with the Evangelical Church in Germany, and 
permission for services to be held in German in Upper Silesia and hast Prussia, 
former German provinces. 


Dr. Niemdller, president of the Church of Hesse, preached in Warsaw in the 
church of the Trinity and the German visitors attended an ecumenical meeting in 
Warsaw. In Teschen, Dr. Niemoller spoke at a service attended by 2,500 persons. 
He and other members of the delegation also spoke at pastors' conferences and 
visited many German congregations. EeP.oe, Geneva 
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SWEDEN : Women Divinity Students Meet in Sweden 


There are 256 women church workers in Finland, all of whom have completed 
their theological studies. Of these, 20 per cent are employed as parish workers, 
mainly in Helsinki. These facts were given last month at a conference for women 
divinity students held at Sparreholm, Sweden. In Sweden there are 160 women 
graduates in theology, a few of them directly engaged in parish work. In Norwey 
there are 35, with one doing ecclesiastical work at a hospital in Oslo and two 
doing parish work, There are 25 candidates in Denmark, four of them ministers. 
In Sweden and Finland there is no legislation to permit women to take holy orders 
‘and in Norway, where it is now possible, no women has yet applicd. 


, At the Sparreholm conference, the women said tha% they had no desire to 
force matters in places where they are not already admitted to holy orders. But 
‘they pointed out that there are a number of fields where women candidates in 

‘theology could do increased work. They suggested hospital work, social work and 
‘teaching. E,PeSe, Geneva 


SCANDINAVIA Development of Religious Broadcasting 
? The radio corporations in Sweden and Denmark are discussing a Norwegian 
“proposal that there should be joint transmissions of church services in the ilor- 
‘thern Countries. The plan, if adopted, would be to broadcast a joint “orthern 
church service once a year. i 


A representative of the American Radio Missionary Society has visited Den- 
mark to discuss the possibility of establishing a European religious proadcast- 
‘ing station on the Danish island of Bornholm in the Baltic Sea. Plans for the 
proposed station have not as yet been clearly outlined. 


The Swedish radio has begun broadcasting church services with a new twist. 
Instead of the usual uninterrupted broadcast of the services, there will be a 
“running commentary and description during the service to help the listeners 
‘follow what is going on in the church. ES 


Since January 1 a series of Christian programmes in Norwegian has been broad- 


‘east from Tangier, sponsored by the Nozweg.an Lutheren Mission. The programmes 
‘are recorded in Norway and sent to Tangier ror transmission. The reason, church 
‘officials say, for broadcasting from Tangier, is because broadcasting in Norway 


is the monopoly of the Norwegian National Broadcasting Corporation. 
BeP.os, Geneva 


in Brief 


Heifer Project plans to reach 24 countries with increased shipments in 1957. 

The interfaith relief agency at New Windsor, Maryland, plans to ship 1,589 cattle, 

— 894 goats, 187,060 chicks, 2,133 sheep, 389 pigs, 155 rabbits, 2,000 hatching 

eggs and 7 packages of bees tc war-devastated or agriculturally underdeveloped 
areas. The goals are based on requests from missionaries, United Nations teams 

- and U.S. International Cooperation Administration agricultural technicians. 
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Bolivia and Paraguay have signed an agreement with the United States under 
which surplus goods may be shipped free to these two Scuth Amexican countries 
from U.S. ports by the U.S. government. The inland shipping costs will be covered 
_ by the receiving government and the goods will be duty free. 
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Enrolment in theological seminaries and schools of religious education in 
the United States increased 2.3 per cent in the 1956-57 academic year, according 
to the U.S. Department of Education. Total enrolment is 35,190, compared with’ 
34,407 in the samé institutions-a year ago. However, there was a decline of 5.5 
per cent in the number of first-year students, 


a6 36 


Statistics from Japan show that there are 169,917 members of the United 
Church of Christ, an increase of 5,574, There are now 38,538 members of the 
Episcopal Church, an increase of 1,248; and 8,388 members of the Evangelical 
lutheran Church, an increase of 622. 


Dr, G.il, Carpenter, a secretary of the International Wissionary Council, 
has been refused a visa to enter the Union of South Africa. Dr. Carpenter was 
scheduled to arrive on March 10, At present he is visiting church officials in 
Africa making preparations for the IMC Assembly next December in Ghana (formerly 
Gold Coast). 


AY 
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A special service of intercession was held on February 12 to mark the 75th 
birthday of Professor Stefan Zankow of Bulgaria, well-known pioneer of ecumenical 
thought. Bishop Simeon led the service, which was attended by the Archbishop of 
Varna, the Bishop of Starosagorsk, Bishop Nikolai and professors and students of 
the Academy of Saint Clement. Professor Zankow was praised for his years of 5 
service as a lecturer in Orthodox theology and his work in promoting understand= 
ing among Christian churches, 


at.) SE 


The 17th International Congress of the Old Catholic Church Will be held 
from September 19 to 23, 1957, at Rheinfelden, Switzerland. Its central theme 
‘is "The Laity in the Service of the Church". The Congress will be “immediately 
prededed by a conference of Old Catholic and Anglican theologians. The main 
‘purpose of this conference will be to study the Eucharist. 


W 7 


The superintendents of the Protestant church in Austria will concentrate 
especially on the theological bases and on the practical problems of confession 
at the conferences held this year. 
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In May this year the Methodist churches of Kurope are holding a conference 
‘at Stockholm. In Europe there are more than a million Methodists, and in the 
U.S.A. more than ten million. 
q 
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4 In Madrid, Bilbao and Oporto the German Protestant churches have been 

“visited by Adolf Wischmann, president of the Foreign Office of the Evangelical 

Church in Germany (in Frankfurt-am-Main). In Barcelona and lisbon he appointed 
new church workers to exercise spiritual care among the German-speaking con- 
gregations and called at the German legations in Madrid and Lisbon to get infor- 
mation about cultural questions. 
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The Protestant Theological Faculty of Hamburg University conferred an 
honorary degree of theology on Bishop Stephen Charles Neill when he ended his 
guest lectures there. The degree was given in recognition of what he had done 
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to promote mission studies and ecumenical understanding through his research on 
the problems confronting the churches in Asia and Africa. 
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Pastor Gosselin has been appointed to arrange the television programmes -of 
the Reformed Church of France. He has presented a plan for improving the pro- 
grammes; it depends on the technical possibilities and on the funds raised by 
the Protestants in France for this purpose, whether his plan can be carried out. 
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More than 60 missionary societies supported the London Missionary Conven- 
tion, held during the week of March 4 in Westminster, London. The meetings were 
in conjunction with an exhibit on "The Church at Work in the Present World 
Situation’. The exhibit included photographs from missionary societies and bio- 
graphical exhibits dealing with great figures in the missionary enterprise. 
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The British Council of Churches draws attention to the availability of 
"Growing Christians", a Report on the Church's Work among Children in the Context 
of English Day-School Practice (see EPS No. 7), from 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W.1, 
at 1/- sterling. 
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The first bookshop in American Samoa is being established on the island of 
Tutuila by the Samoan Church in the South West Pacific. The young church has 
subscribed $5,000 toward the shop, which Will be located in the town of Fagatogo 
(population 10,000). For years the church has been cooperating with the London 
iissionary Society in missionary work outside its own territory, particularly 
in New Guinea. HePeSe, Geneva 


Correction: 
EPS No, 6, page 3, Rumania: 


The religious books mentioned were not Rumanian but Bulgarian and the numbers 
of nuns given are those in the largest monasteries in Rumania, Bulgaria and 
Serbia respectively. 
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wcec, CCIA Officials Visit Turkey, Greece 


During the first week of March, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, Sir Kenneth Grubb, chairman, and Dr. 0. Frederick | 
Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, visited 
Istanbul, Turkey, for discussions with Turkish officials and the Ecumenical Pat- 
riarch, such as they have had with national and church leaders in other countries. 


In conversations with the foreign minister of Turkey and the governor of 
‘Istanbul, the three churchmen emphasised the importance of the peaceful adjust- 
ment of international relations and the rights and freedom of minorities (see 
EPS No. 47, 1956). 


The group also talked with the Ecumenical Patriarch, "with whom, as was 
natural, we had many matters of common interest to discuss, since he has contribut- 
ed most notably to the life and work of the World Council of Churches. The World 
Council regards the Ecumenical Patriarchate as a significant link between Turkey 
and the many nations in which the WCC has members." 


esti 


On the way to Turkey, Dr. Visser 't Hooft, Sir Kenneth Grubb and Dr. Nolde 
spent two days in Athens where they had discussions with the Archbishop of Athens 
and other representatives of the Church of Greece on matters of common concern, 
including the preparations for the meeting of the Central Committee on the Island 


of Rhodes in the summer of 1958. E.P.S., Geneva 
_ GREECE Earthquakes Leave 15,000 Homeless 


The general secretariat of the World Council of Churches cabled its "deep 
sympathy" to Archbishop Dorotheos of Athens on March ll, after a series of earth- 
quakes almost flattened the city of Volos and the nearby towns of Velestino and 
Falsana. More than 15,000 persons are homeless and 300 were injured, It is the 
third year in succession that the area of Thessaly has been badly damaged by quakes. 


of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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The office of the World Council in Greece is standing by to provide aid to 
the victims when needed, In Geneva, officials of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees are waiting word from a spot investigation in Greece 
before deciding what additional aid is needed, On larch 11 $500 was received in 


Geneva from the Evangelical and Reformed Church in the U.S.A. E.P.eos, Geneva 
GHANA Churchmen Greet New State 


Churches and churchmen around the world joined in greeting the new African 
state of Ghana, when it became independent on March 6. 


Dr, WeA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the ‘orld Council of Churches, 
wired the Rev. Peter K, Dagadu, secretary of the Ghana Christian Council, say- 
‘ing, "World Council prays for God's blessing on independent life of your country." 


: The Archbishop of Canterbury, as president of the British Council of Churches, 
sent a message to the Ghana Christian Council, conveying "warm Christian greetings. 
Since 1929 your council has drawn the churches together in increasingly effective 
cooperation. As we send you our congretulations and good wishes at this historic 
moment, we pray that the unity to which you have attained will prove a source of 
growing strength to the whole nation in the years to come." 


The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. sent a message 
to the former Gold Coast colony, conveyed by the vice-chairman of the NCC ts 
General Board, Bishop D. Ward Nichols of New York. Bishop Nichols represented 

“the African Methodist Episcopal Church at the independence ceremonies. 


The Government of Ghana also invited representatives of various missionary 
agencies whih had worked in the country. Among them was Dr. Fritz Raaflaub of 
the Basel Mission, the group which began Christian work in the Gold Coast. 


At present, about 50 per cent of the population of the new nation is Chris- 
tian. The largest Protestant churches are the Presbyterian and Methodist. Other 
churches include the Roman Catholic, Anglican and Baptist. Nearly all of Dr. 


Kwane Nkrumah's cabinet attended Christian mission schools. E.P.o., Geneva 
THE CAMEROONS The Churches in the Cameroons Become Independent 


On Sunday, March 10, the Evangelical and Baptist Churches in the Cameroons 
celebrated their independence from the authority of the Evangelical Missionary 
Society of Paris. 


The event was marked by a ceremony held in the centenary church at Douala 
and by other events, attended by Pastor Charles Westphal, vice-president of the 
French Protestant Missionary Society and of the French Protestant Federation, 
Paul Gonord, general secretary of the Reformed Church of France, and Mr, Etienne 
Jung, president of the Directory of the Church of the Augsburgian Confession. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Churches Attack Bill to Control Church Services_ 


Churchmen in South Africa are protesting against a bill now before parlia- 
ment that would give the government control over church services attended by 
both Europeans (whites) and Africans, Under the proposed measure, permission is 
required from the Minister of Native Affairs to conduct, in urban areas, any 
church, school, hospital, club, institute or place of entertainment which admits 
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Africans. Excepted are places that were established in 1938 or before. 


Minutes before his sudden death on March 7, the Archbishop of Cape Town, 
Geoffrey Clayton, signed a letter to Prime Minister Strydom on behalf of all the 
Anglican bishops in South Africa, protesting against the measure. 


The letter said that the bishops believed the bill "raises the issue of 
religious freedom, and more particularly that of freedom of worship... The church 
cannot recognise the right of an official of the secular government to determine 
whether or where a member of the church of any race shall discharge his religious 
duty of participation in public worship or to give instructions to the minister ~ 
of any congregation as to whom he shall admit to membership of that congregation." 


Recognising the gravity of disobeying the law and the command to render unto 

Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things that are God's, the 
bishops said there are "some matters which are God's and not Caesar's, and we 
believe that the matters dealt with in this bill are among them". 


"Tt is because we believe this", the letter continued, "that we feel bound 
to state that if the bill were to become law in its present form we should find 
ourselves unable to obey it or to counsel our clergy and people to do so, We 
therefore appeal to you not to put us ina position in which wé have to choose 
between obeying our conscience and obeying the law of the land." 


Mr, Storey, president of the Methodist Church of South Africa, which has a 
million members, declared, "We have reached the point where disobedience as 
citizens becomes obedience to God. This action on the part of the authorities is 
a direct attack on freedom or worship and freedom of conscience." 


The Rev. Edgar Wilkinson, prominent Cape Town Methodist minister, said that 
preventing an African from attending any church which has been open to him until 
now ‘would be a most serious violation of religious liberty". 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Own McCann of Cape Town said "the implications of 
this bill are such that the government claims the right to prohibit any particular 
section of the population from attending a particular church," 


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Pretoria also condemned the bill, insist- 
ing that the church was open to all people of whatever race or colour. During 
the eighty years that it had been at work in South Africa the Roman Catholic 
Church had never closed its doors to anyone, he said. 


The action council of the Christian Council of South Africa, in a statement 
representing the views of 23 churches and missionary societies, condemned the 
bill, saying, "We must utterly reject any law which restricts the freedom of 
men to assemble in public worship." 


Mr, H.F. Verwoerd, minister ®r Native Affairs, explained his attitude to 
the protests from the churches during an interview with the Cape Argus (a daily 
paper published in Cape Town). He said the projected bill was not an infringement 
of freedom of conscience. He said, "The question is only to ensure that re- 


ligious services are not misused for political purposes." E.P.o., Geneva 
UNITED STATES | National Council of Churches Reviews Threats to Liberty 


The policy-making General Board of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. endorsed efforts of church councils and other groups to 
ease racial tensions in their areas at its meeting on February 27-28 in Williams- 
burg, Virginia, 


be i 
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At the same time, the General Board reviewed threats to religious and civil 
liberties in the United States, as reported by the NCC's Department of Religious 
liberty. Of partieular concern, the report said, are threats to public schools 
from state laws that would pay, from tax funds, parents who send their children 
to private schools to avoid racial desegregation in public schools; violence 
against racial minorities; and cancellation of the scheduled television premiére 
of the film "Martin Luther" by IGN-TV in Chicago, because of alleged religious 
pressure (see page 6). The board commended the council's president, Dr, Eugene 
Carson Blake, and its general secretary, Dr. Roy G. Ross, for their "prompt 
action" in protesting against the television cancellation last December. 


In other action, the General Board, which meets four times a year, urged- 
church members to press Congress for legislation that would help stranded Hun- 
garian refugees in Europe to come to the U.S. 


Reports showed that five million copies of the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible have been circulated since publication in 1952. 


The board established a Walter Van Kirk memorial fund in memory of the 
Methodist clergyman and former executive head of the Council's Department of 
International Affairs, who died last July. The fund will finance special projects 
in the cause of international justice and goodwill. B.P.Se, Geneva 


Latin America: a Challenge to the Ecumenical Movement 


(New York) - Through lack of comprehension and understanding of Latin American 
churches, the ecumenical movement has neglected a significant part of the Church 
of Christ, the Rev. Bengt-Ihure Molander, head of the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches, said in an interview in New York. 


'The World Council of Churches is only beginning to count with the Protestant 
‘churches in Latin America as one of the vital elements in the Church of today," 
said Mr; Molander who has just returmed from leading an ecumenical youth team on 
a three-month tour of Latin America from Mexico to Argentina. The team was spon- 
sored by the WCC and the World Council of Christian Education, "In our ecumenical 
conversations we have yet to discover the evangelical churches in South America." 


Latin American churches have much to contribute to the ecumenical movement 
because "they have in an acute way all the issues which we are concerned with - 
church and society, evangelism, faith and order - and their efforts to solve these 

issues put new light on them for all of ew 


"The future of this continent is still to be determined," he said. "Churches 
there need the world-wide approach in their relationships to their problems. 
South America, for example, shares many problems with Europe, Asia and Africa 
and all can learn from each other." 


Mr. Molander estimated that in their fourteen-nation tour the members of 
the ecumenical youth team, which had representatives of France, Canada, India, Swe= 
den and the USA,made about 500 addresses in five languages and came in contact 
with thousands of Latin American young people. In a report to the Committee on 
Cooperation in Latin America of the Division of Foreign M;ssions, National 
Council of Churches, in New York on March 4, he told of participating in forty- 
two youth rallies and six youth leadership training institutes, visiting seven 
theological seminaries,and seven confederations of churches, and taking part in 
numbers of meetings, preaching services, and encounters with student groups. 
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On the participation of the Protestant minority churches in world-wide co- 
operative Christian movements, Mr. Molander said the primary need was for "object- 
ive information about churches around the world and their cooperative efforts". 
This material should be in Spanish and Portugese and should “simply report the 
truth about these movements". Misconceptions are prevalent in most countries due 
to the successful efforts of opponents of ecumenicity to discredit it, he said. 


Local parish life of churches in a minority situation is strong in a sense 
of fellowship, participation of laity, personal commitment and enthusiasm, 
Although there is "certain isolation between Protestant groups in various 
countries," there is the great potentiality of lack of language barriers. 


Commenting on the interdenominational youth federation meeting in Baran= 
quilla, Colombia, Mr. Molander said that though the government ban on Protes- 
tant mission activity did not prevent the December meeting, he did not see any 
change in the policy of the government. B.P.S., Geneva 


PHILIPPINES Anglicans Consider New Diocese in South~Hast Asia 


(Manila) - The possible opening of a new missionary diocese in Thailand was one- 
of the matters considered at the second Anglican Council of the Church in South- 
East Asia, held recently in Manila, The Council also considered the need for 
literature written for South-East Asia that could be translated in each diocese. 
It was stressed that some sects were spending thousands of dollars on propaganda, 
making it necessary for the church to have some simple form of stressing its 
teaching. 


The Manila meeting comeided with a festival of witness organised jointly by 
the Philippine Independent Church and the Philippine Episcopal Church. The Inde~ 
pendent Church sought freedom from Roman control at the end of the last century 
and in 1947 their bishops were consecrated by the American Episcopal Church. 

The two groups have at present no intercommunion, but the Independent Church's 
ordination candidates are trained at the Anglican St. Andrew's Seminary. 
H.P.S., Geneva 


i Ga Constitutional Court Holds Hearings in Evangelical Case 


(Rome) - Italy's new Constitutional Court has held hearings in a case involving 
the right of an Evangelical preacher to hold religious services without previous 
police authorisation. 


The defendant is the Rev. Umberto Lasco of Rome, who is charged with con- 
ducting the services without a permit as required under the 1931 Fascist laws. 
His attorneys contend that Articles 17 and 19 of the 1948 Constitution abrogate 
the earlier laws. A decision is expected in about two months. 


Observers in Italy see the case as one of Nerucial importance", since it 
will determine which rules are to be applied to the religious activities of the 
Protestant churches. It is, they say, the conclusive phase of a 10-year struggle 
of the Protestant churches to obtain recocnition of the freedom and rights 
granted by the Constitution. E.PeS., Geneva 
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YMCA President's Committee Hears China Report 


Three representatives of the YMCA who made a month=Long visit to China, 
reported to the President's Committee of the World Alliance at a meeting last 
month in Geneva (see EPS No, 4). 


The men, part ofa delegation of 30, were Mr. David Robinson of England, a 
vice-president of the World Alliance; Mr. Tore Littmarck of Sweden, World Alliance 
staff member; and Mr. Gunther Fauser of Germany, secretary for Refugee Services 
of the YMCA Movement in Germany. 


The kind of communism one finds in China represents an adaptation to the 
philosophy and culture of that country, they reported. In many discussions with 
party workers they found deviations from what could be regarded as the orthodox 
communism of Marx and Lenin. They found the freedom of religion as embodied in 
the constitution of the People's Republic generally respected. 


The three men, speaking about the present position of Christians and Chris- 
tian churches in China, said, "From 1949 till 1952 there was a period of great 
uncertainty and anxiety among Christians in China. Many members left the churches 
and the Christian movements: no doubt many church leaders were arrested, some of 
whom are still in prison. As far as we could find out very few Christians have 
been arrested during the last three or four years and the way of thinking of 
church people is on the whole very much influenced by the same ideas as most 
Chinese, namely: We are free and independent, we manage our own affairs, we work 
hard for the reconstruction of China." 


"There is a rather strong anti-missionary feeling and this is combined with 
a deep regret of the sectarianism which was introduced to China by missionaries. 
Serious Christians do not overlook the simple fact that the Gospel was brought to 
China by missionaries, but they ask the question: Why should you bring to this 
country 60 or 80 different denominations and sects?" 


Communists and Christians, the men said, seem to follow a policy of co- 
existence, each group feeling that time is working in its favour, 


The European visitors found a great deal of vitality in the YMCA movement 
in China. In 1954 a new programme was adopted which called for a strengthening 
of the Christian character of the movement. Religious work is often a joint 
enterprise with the churches. The YMCA and YWCA serve as a coordinating agency 
for all student Christian work in China. Many associations have substantial 
buildings, which the visitors found to be centres of activity. 


The President's Committee expressed the hope that representatives of the 
National Committee of YMCAs of China will be present at the meeting of the YMCA 
World Council in July, 1957, at Kassel, Germany. The YMCA movement in China has 
been affiliated with the World Alliance of YMCAs for many years, but for a period 


after 1950 there were few contacts. E.P.oe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES "Martin Luther" HasTV Premiére 


The film "Martin Iuther’ has been shown on television for the first time. 
The first showing was on March 8 on a station in Milwaukee, Wisoonsin, 80 miles 
from Chicago, where the originally scheduled premiére was cancelled last Decem- 
ber because of alleged Roman Catholic pressure (see EPS No. 3). 


Earlier, a leading Roman Catholic periodical, Commonweal, had criticised 
the Catholics who blocked the showing cf WGN-TV in Chicago. In a 1,200 word 
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editorial in the February 15 issue, the magazine said, "No matter how good their 
“intentions, they have damaged the fabric of our democratic society; they have 
damaged the Catholic Church; and they have damaged relationships between Catholics 
and Protestants in this country." Reviewing the development in the controversy, 
Commonweal said, "There can be little doubt that the flood of phone calls and 
letters objecting to the film came from Catholics! and "whether the Catholics were 
organised or not... their pressure caused a television station to cancel the 
showing of ‘Martin luther", 


A brief supported by more than 40 Protestant groups has been filed with the 
Federal Communications Commission asking for a public hearing on the banning of 


the filn. HePeSe, Geneva 
U.5.0.K. Baptists Report 15,000 Baptisms 


In January the Rev. Yakov Zhidkov, president of the All Union Council of 
Evangelical Christian Baptists in Russia, wrote the Baptist orld Alliance that 
there were about 15,000 persons baptised in 1956, all of them 18 or older. Next 
September the church is planning to Gebrate its 90th anniversary, he wrote. The 
hymnal has been printed and is in use in many churches and the printers have 
promised us that the Bible will be ready for distribution in February or March", 

EeP.Se, Geneva 


AUSTRIA : Conference of Hungarian Pastors living Abroad 


Twenty-three Hungarian Iutheran pastors, at the request of the lutheran World 
“Federation, met in Vienna early in March to discuss the spiritual ministry among 
Hungarians now in the West. 


. From the meeting came definite plans for a lutheran church paper published 
in Hungarian in Europe. The editor will be a Hungarian pastor now living in Norway. 
‘A similar newspaper to be published in the United States was suggested. There is 
‘at present a great lack of Bibles, hymnals and catechisms among the refugees, the 
“pastors were told. The group from nine countries rejected the idea of founding a 
Siungarian church in exile. 


. During the conference a special service was held on llarch 3 in the Lutheran 
‘church in Vienna, attended by Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the 
LiF, Bishop Gerhard May of Vienna and a large congregation of Hungarian refugeess 
In the sermon Dr. Vilmos Vatja said that spiritual care for refugees must be com— 
pletely free from political or national ambitions. Its sole concern is to preach 
‘the Christian message, he said. Dr. Vatja, a Hungarian who is now a citizen of 
Sweden, is director of the department of Theology of the LF. HeP.Se, Geneva 
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YMCA World News 


The Scottish Council of YMCAs' 10th International YMCA Photographic Exhibi- 
tion will be held in Kilmarnock from May li to 17. 


The Bangalore YMCA is preparing for a consultation on the theme, "Young People 
and the Peaceful Use of Atomic Power". Several Indian scientists doing nuclear 
research work will assist. The Bangalore YMCA is also organising a work camp in 
April for Asian students in Bangalore who have difficulty finding something worth 

While to do during their vacations. 
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The 1957 programme for the International Centre,Castle Mainau - the working 
centre for the European YMCAs - will include four consultations on the themes: 
NAytomation and Man'', -March 30 to April 6; "Youth in a Materialistic Society - 
East and West", May 2-10; "Youth Politics and Christian Faith", September 23 to 
October 1; and "The Christian Witness of a Lay Movement", October 17 to 27. 


Two hundred representatives from the 33 member movements of the World 
Alliance are expected to take part in the first full-length meeting of the 
Alliance's highest legislative body, the World Council, in Kassel, Germany, from 
July 4 to 12. 


The Third European Area YMCA Membership Conference will be held at Aarhus, 
Denmark, from July 20 to 26, The conference is open to all European YMCA members, 
"men and boys, women and girls, over 15, YMCA members from outside Europe who are 
_ travelling on the continent this summer also are invited. The main theme is 
Taudate Dominum. The conference will be preceded by a Conference of European YMCA 


Secretaries from July 16 to 20. E.Peoe, Geneva 
. FRANCE French Reformed Church Trains Lay Preachers 
4 


The French Reformed Church is training lay preachers to make up for the lack 
' of pastors within the Church. 


Some laymen already have begun preaching regularly in their parishes while 
_ others are studying in special courses started by various church organisations 
' and youth movements. In a church in one town the pastors and laymen meet once a 
week to discuss the sermons for the next Sunday. For two years the Centre of 
Christian Education has been organising regional meetings for those who want to 
_ become lay preachers. 


A list of the trained laymen is being drawn up and parishes will apply for a 
lay preacher through a central office. E.P.os, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Week Meetin 


(Aberdeen) - Dr, iJartin Niemélier of Germany began the final preparatory meetings 
for the August Scottish Kirk Week when he addressed 1,500 persons on February 28 
in Aberdeen. 


Niemdller Speaks at Kirk 


Kirk Week, patterned after the famous German Kirchentag, is set for August 
5-11 and is a project of the TELL SCOrLAND Movement and Mission. It will bring 
about 2,400 persons to Aberdeen from congregations all over Scotland, There will 
- be 200 youth delegates, 200 speakers and group leaders and 200 delegates from 
» overseas. 


The Rev. Colin Day, organising secretary for Kirk Week, describes the rally 
where Dr. NiemSller spoke as an "unqualified success". He writes: 


"Scottish church people have had impressed upon them, should think indelibly, 
that the work and mission of the church never can belong in a corner -— in a corner 
of Scotland, Africa or India or Germany. As liartin Niemdller told the story of 
the development of the great German Kirchentag and the advance of the laity in 
Europe to fresh responsibility in a vital church, the audience was deeply impressed 
and convinced." 


a 
’ 
he 


op 


No, 10 - March 15th, 1957 ate & i 


tAgs Dr. Nieméller stressed the place of the Book!, the Bible, in the life 
of the church in Germany, it is certain that many in the audience thought of 
the emergence in\recent years in Scotland through the TELL SCOTLAND Movement 
and Mission of Bible Study groups in congregations, testifying to the place the 
Bible and its full and proper interpretation mst have in the work of the church 
in our day. Such emergence has led us to conceive of Kirk Week." 


Dr. Niemdller described the patterns of the various Kirchentags in Germany 
since World War II and "Scots folk like facts", Mr. Day writes. But the really 
exciting thing to the audience about the news of the Kirchentags was that the 
glow but steady reawakening among the churches in Scotland at the present time 
to the significance of the laity in the work of the church was seen to be an 
step with the great German and other European movements of the Reformed Churches." 


Taking part in the TELL SCOTLAND Movement are the Baptist Union of Scotland, 
the Church of Scotland, the Churches of Christ, Congregational Union of Scotland, 
and the Episcopal, Methodist and the United Free Churches of Scotland. Dr. Robert 
Mackie is chairman of the Kirk Week executive committee. E.P.5., Geneva 


In Brief 


It is reported from Budapest that five leading pastors of the Hungarian 
Reformed Church were arrested before the weekend of March 10. It is also 
reported arrests are being made on a very large scale in Hungary at this time. 
Enquiries are being made vigorously regarding the arrested pastors. 


Bf Be 
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For the first time since the war, the Serbian Orthodox Church has been 
granted permission by the Yugoslavian government to publish a theological 
periodical, The publication, scheduled to come out in May, will be called r 
BogosLovlje (Theology) and will be sssued twice a year. At present the Ortho- 
dox Church publishes a monthly magazine, Glasnik (Herald), the official organ 
of the Belgrade Patriarchate. The government--sponsored Orthodox Priests Asso- 
ciation publishes a fortnightly newspaper, Vesnik (lessenger). 
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A 15-minute religious cartoon, "The Gandlemaker", has just been released 
by the United Lutheran Church sn America. In Eastman colour, it tells the story 
of a candlemaker's son, who learns a lesson of Christian discipleship. 
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A Roman Catholic priest, Father J.F. Lescrauwaet, has taken his doctor's 
degree at the Catholic university of Nijmegen in the Netherlands on the thesis, 
'The liturgical movement in the Reformed Church from an ecumenical view". 

BeP.Se, Geneva 


FCUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches * The International Missionary Council 


The World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations * The World Young Women’s 
Christian Association * The World’s Student Christian Federation * The World Council of 
Christian Education * The United Bible Societies : 


jCABLES:; OIKOUMENE GENEVA: TELEPHONE 367130 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
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_ HUNGARY Two Hungarian Pastors Released 


Two of the nine Reformed pastors arrested in Hungary within the last ten 
days have been released, according to a cable received in Geneva on March 16 by 
the general secretary of the World Alliance of the Reformed Churches, Dr. Marcel 
’ Pradervand. The two men are Professor Barna Nagy and Pastor Sandor Joo. 


Dr. Pradervand had cabled Minister Janos Horvath, head of the State Office 
for Church Affairs in Hungary, on March 11, expressing the churches! concern 
over the arrest. of the Reformed pastors. 


The reply, dated March 15 and signed by Mr, Horvath, said that on his inter- 
vention the two pastors would be with their families within 24 hours. 


Mr. Nagy is professor at the Reformed Theological Academy in Budapest and 
Mr, Joo is pastor at Pasaret, a section of Budapest. 


‘Five Reformed pastors were arrested on March 7 and four more were arrested 
on March 11, The others are Laszlo Szeles, assistant pastor in Budapest; Pastor 
Richard Bodoki, employee in the church office, Budapest; Pastor Laszlo Agay, 
Csepel; Mr, Henrick Flock, assistant to Pastor Agay; Mr. Giza Nemeth, assistant 
pastor in Szekesfehervar; Pastor Andor Bekesi, Osca; Pastor Endre Gyokossy, 
minister in an industrial parish of Budapest-Ujpest. There is no news as yet 
from Budapest about them. 


The officers of the World Council of Churches also cabled the President of 


the Hungarian Republic regarding the arrest of the pastors, B.Pe5e, Geneva 
INDONESTA Rapid Social Change Conference Opens on March 12 


At the opening session of the Ecumenical Conference on Problems of Rapid 
Social Change in the Countries of Southeast Asia on March 12 in Pematang Siantar, 
Indonesia, delegates were urged to concentrate on the "questions of importance" 
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rather than "questions of urgency". "Unless the fundamental questions are dealt 
with, even the urgent questions Will be treated in the wrong way", the Rev. M.li. 
Thomas of India, organising secretary of the conference, said, Only through this 
basic approach, fir. Thomas added, can the problems of rapid social change be seen 
in relation to the evangelistic task of the church. 


The conference, sponsored by the National Council of Churches of Indonesia, 
with the cooperation of the World Council of Churches, opened on the grounds of 
Nommensen University of the Huria Kristen Batak Protestant Church. Professor T.5. 
G, Mulia, president of the NCC of Indonesia, welcomed the delegates from eight 
neighbouring countries, pointing out that the conference was very appropriate, 

‘for East Sumatra is one of the most vivid examples of rapid social change in 
Indonesia, with its amazing economic development, the increase of urbanisation, 
the mixture of previously isolated ethnic and cultural influences, and the clash 
between ancient and modern forces in the lives of the people". 


The conference chairman, Dr. A.M. Tambunan, former speaker of the Indo- 
nesian Parliament and secretary of the Christian Party in Indonesia, expressed 
appreciation to the civil and military authorities for their help in making the 
conference possible. Dr. Tambunan said that though Indonesia was facing many 
difficult problems, they were "not essentially different from those that all 
the newly independent countries are now struggling with". 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
said that the Asian meeting should not consider its task in isolation from similar 
- ecumenical consultations on rapid social change taking place in other areas. "The 
' answers which you find together here may be of great value to conferences on this 
~ subject to take place soon in Africa and elsewhere", he said. Professor Walter 
a Freytag of Hamburg, Germany, chairman of the WCC's Division of Studies, also 
spoke on behalf of the World Council. The session ended on March 16. 

7 E.P.S., Geneva 


} GERMANY Joint Meeting of the Churches from Eastern and Western Germany 


to Discuss the Present Tasks of the Church 


(Berlin) - The amalgamation of the "Innere Mission" and "tHilfswerk", official 

4 provision for spiritual care during military service in Ylestern Germany, and the 
difficulties of the Protestant churches in the Eastern Zone, were the main 
questions discussed at this year's All-German Synod of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany held at the Johannesstift in Berlin-Spandau from March 3 to 8. The 
All-German Synod meets once a years it has 120 members representing all the Lan- 
deskirchen in Germany in addition to some specially appointed persons from the 
Easter and Western Zones. Originally the Synod was to have been held at Halle/ 
Saale (in the Eastern Zone), but for political reasons it finally had to be 
held in West Berlin (see EPS No, 6). 


The Moral Responsibility of the West for Under-developed Countries 


Dr, Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and president of the Council of the EKD, 
presented a report in which he described the problem of refugees in Germany, in 
other European countries, in India, and in the Near and Far East as "a symptom 
of the desperate state" of the whole world today. Force had taken charge of 
events,and anxiety for the future of mankind had grown during the last two years. 
The Bishop mentioned the "permanent cold war", the constant preparation for the 
hot war, and the invention of "the most terrifying weapons of destruction". The 
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Church of Christ was called, he said, to pray without ceasing, to perform acts 
of love and international reconciliation, and to bear a clear witness to its 
Lord. 


With regard to the under-developed countries of the world, the Bishop spoke 
of "the moral responsibility of the West", which will make increasing claims 
upon the help of the churches. The World Council of Churches was quite rightly 
urging the churches to recognise their responsibilities in this connection. "The 
Christian Church has another task, besides that of evangelism; it is its duty to 
act like the Good Samaritan who wants only to help wherever help is needed," 


The Bishop reported on the difficulties of church life in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. He criticised the way in which young people were being com- 
pulsorily educated in a materialist view of life, He said the Church was trying 
to awaken people's desire to work for the Church in the Eastern Zone. The Church 
had existed there for four centuries. Its existence had come to be regarded as 
a matter of course, but was now in danger, and it took some time for the church 
members to realise this and to adapt themselves to the new situation. 


The Bishop spoke about the new attitude of the Church to the workers. It 
had been abundantly proved, he said, that when the Protestant church came in 
contact with the workers its sole concern was to help them to become real men 
and women - and not in any way to extend its own power. 


Union of the "Innere Mission" and "Hilfswerk" 


The All-German Synod unanimously approved the ecclesiastical law for the 
amalgamation of the "Innere Mission" and 'Hilfswerk", The new joint organisa- 
tion, whose purpose is to concentrate all the resources available for Christian 
social work in Germany, provisionally bears the name "The Innere Mission and 
Hilfswerk of the EXD". It will receive a finally approved and more striking 
name as soon as possible, the Synod decided. 


When discussing the main theme of the Synod, "Social Service in a Changed 
‘Vorld", attention was drawn to the fact that the effectiveness of such service 
did not depend on the fusion of the two organisations but on the will to ser- 
vice in every congregation. In this changed world, social work must not on any 

account be confined to organised charity, said the Synod in its "Message to the 
Churches". The individual mst not take shelter behind an organisation, which 
took the responsibility off his shoulders. The Synod urged the churehes to be 

ready to give unselfish support to the churches in Africa and Asia - as a token 
of gratitude for the help which Germany had received from Christians in other 
lands after the war. 


Spiritual Care in the Armed Forces 


The All-German Synod accepted the new state legislation on spiritual care 
during military service by a big majority (far more than the two-thirds majority 
required), In his report on the question of military service,Bishop Dibelius 
explained that the Council of the EXD had never supported rearmament. The Church 
stood for peace, though it was not radically pacifist. The Bishop emphasised 
the Church's duty to undertake spiritual care among the armed forces and re- 

peated that the EXD was prepared to come to an agreement to this effect with 
the Bonn Government and also with the Government in East Berlin. 


The Minister of Defence in the German Democratic Republic, llr. Stoph, had 
written to Bishop Dibelius saying that there was no necessity at all to discuss 
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questions of church activity in the national army of the People's Republic, or to 
negotiate about it. Mr. Stoph said in this letter that not a single member of the. 
national army of the German Democratic Republic had as yet expressed any need for 
spiritual care by army chaplains. 


The Synod of the EXD passed a resolution stating that it "would not tolerate 
a situation in which the Church was not allowed to carry out its work of spiritual 
care among members of the armed forces of Hastern Germany", The Synod supported 
the Council of the EKD which was endeavouring to change this state of affairs. 


Synod Advocates the Prohibition of Weapons of Mass Destruction 


Following the initiative talen by the World Council of Churches, the All- 
German Synod again protested against the manufacture of atomic weapons, the con- 
tinuation of experiments with these weapons, and the growth of preparations for 
atomic warfare. The Synod sent an "urgent petition" to the CC "to continue its 
efforts to bring about the prohibition of weapons of mass destruction all over 
the world, as advocated at the Evanston Assembly". The Synod begged the members 
of the Christian Church, and especially their pastors and leaders, "not to make 
themselves co-responsible for another war through their indifference" and urged 
them "to pray and to work even harder than before for international peace". 


Further Suppression of the Church in Eastern Germany 


| The All-German Synod was told that the systematic oppression of the Church 
in the German Democratic Republic has continued almost undiminished; it had al- 
ready been brought to the attention of the All-German Synod last year (see EPS 
Nos. 27 and 28, 1956). Dr. Giinther Jacob, General-superintendent of Cottbus, 
confirmed this when speaking on behalf of a special committee to the Synod at 
Berlin~Spandau. He said that, in spite of repeated protests from the Church, the 
whole educational system was planned so as to persuade young people to dedicate 
themselves to-Communism. The schools had not changed their character; they were 
still forcing-houses where boys and girls were drilled in the religion of 
materialism. 


Among the People's Police (living in barracks) anti-church activities were 
clearly going on, Officials were trying to get more influence over the religious 
life of the theological faculties. Considerable difficulties are encountered when 
exercising spiritual care in the state institutions for old people and children, 
‘and in penal camps and prisons for young offenders, and in hospitals, The Station 
Mission has not heen able to resume its work since last year. Dr. Jacob closed 
his report by stating that the Church in Eastern Germany was not interested in 
holding a position of power in public life; its sole concern was its responsibility 


for the lives of men and women in danger. 


In a unanimous resolution, the Synod asked the EKD to draw the attention of 
‘the competent authorities in the German Democratic Republic once more to these 
Obstacles, and to urge that they be removed, 


Political Conditions for the Kirchentag? 2 


Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the German Evangelical Kir- 
chentag, reported to the Synod on the negotations which he had carried on with 
the Government of East Berlin concerning the Kirchentag, which was planned to be 
held in Thuringia in June 1957. The consent of the Ministry for Home Affairs for 
holdine the Kirchentag depended on "a number of political conditions" which Dr. 
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yon Thadden did not mention, Dr. yon Thadden told Dr. Otto Nuschke, vice-president 
of the German Democratic Republic, that he was obliged to reject such conditions, 


“pecause they would have turned the Kirchentag into a political gathering. Dr. 


Nuschke will now, negotiate himself with the Minister of Home Affairs in Kastern 
Germany about holding the Kirchentag. 


President Wilm Elected to Council of EXD 


President Ernst Wilm has been elected as a member of the Synod and Church- 
Conference of the EXD in place of Dr. Martin Niemodller, whe resigned from the 
Council of the EXD last year. Since 1948 Dr. Wilm has been head of the Evangelical 
Church of Westphalia. During the Church Struggle he was one of the leaders of 
the Confessing Church. Owing to his public protest against the killing of mental 
patients, he spent many years in the concentration camp at Dachau. 
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_ The next All-German Synod of the EXD is to be held in a town in Eastern 
Germany. One of the main themes for the 1958 Synod will be "Schools and Educa- 
tion", 
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Bishop Dibelius has had to cancel an address which he planned to give in 
Dresden. The passport authorities in the German Democratic Republic refused to 
allow him to enter, pointing out that he had just attended the Synod of the ERD. 

B.P.5., Geneva 


GERMANY Government Confiscates Church Papers 


(Berlin) - Last week's issue of the Berlin Protestant paper "Die Kirche" was 
banned by the authorities in East Berlin and the German Democratic Republic. The 
issue contained full reports of the proceedings of the Al}t-German Synod of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany held at Spandau (see page 2-5) anda summing up 

of the meeting written by Bishop Otto Dibelius. The Potsdam church paper, the 
Thuringian Sunday paper "Glaube und Heimat" of Jena and the "Mecklenburgi sche 
Kirchenzeitung" of Schwerin were also banned for having reported the Synod. In 
each case the whole issue was confiscated. The editors were summoned to the Press 


Office of the German Democratic Government in East Berlin. B.P.5., Geneva 


SwWIT ZERLAND World Alliance of YMCAs Opens John R. Mott House 


(Geneva) - The John R. Mott House, the headquarters building of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs in Geneva, was opened officially during the tenth meeting of 
the President's Committee. The building, at 37 Quai Wilson, was bought several 
years ago at Dr. Mott's suggestion. For the past two years remcdelling has been 
in process. The two floors of offices are being furnished by various national 
alliances so that the building will reflect the world-wide movement. 


There is a large assembly room and several smaller rooms for committee 
meetings on the main floor, A small chapel and a fully-equipped library have been 
completed. The library will serve as a research centre and as a depository for 
the extensive archives of the ‘/orld Alliance. 


Money to purchase and reconstruct the John R. Mott House came from founda- 
tions, individuals and several governmental bodies. The Federal German Republic 
made a substantial gift in recognition of work for prisoners of war done under 
the auspices of the Alliance. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Plan for YMCA World Council Meetin 


(Kassel) - The general theme of the World Council of YMCAs in Kassel, Germany, 
from July 4 to 12, will be, "Go ye into all the world! - a theme stressing the 
sense of mission which inspires the extension and expansion programme initiated 
during the World YMCA Centennial in Paris in 1955. 


| Among the important special items of business before the YMCA ‘orld Council 
| will be reports of two special commissions. One has been studying the relation- 
| ship between YMCAs and the churches and the other has studied a reorganisation 

| of the structure of the YMCA World Council. 


This meeting at Kassel - headquarters of the National Committee of the YMCAs 
| of Germany - will be the first official gathering of the world YiCA Movement in 
| Germany since 1909. The German Movement has the second largest membership of the 
| 33 national Movements in the \Jorld Alliance, H.P.S., Geneva 


| UNITED STATES Middle East Radio Transmitter 
| (Mew York) - A 100,000-watt radio transmitter, as powerful as any in the area, 

| will be wected in the Near Kast and supported by cooperating Protestant foreign 
| missions boards, according to Dr, W. Burton Martin, executive head, RAVEMCCO, 

| broadcasting unit of the National Council of Churches’ Division of Foreign 
“Missions. 

5 The station, which will be operated in cooperation with the Near Rast Chris- 
_ tian Council, will be ready in one year,provided the franchise is granted. Exact 
_ location is to be determined, Dr. Martin said, but franchise negotiations are 

_ progressing favourably. 

. 2 According to plans for the new station, programmes will be educational and 
cultural, as well as religious. Broadcasts will-reach as far as Indonesia and 


- South Africa, Operating on an eight-hour, seven-day week schedule, the programmes 


& . 
will be beamed to the whole Arabic-speaking world. 


% Dr. Martin said that although twenty-five per cent of the staff would be 

_ American in the beginning, plans are being made to train local radio personnel 
‘to take over. This is in line with the RAVEMCCO (radio, audio-visual education, 
and mass communications committee) policy in stations now operated in Seoul, 
Korea, in the Philippines and elsevnere. 


The broadcasts will find a wide audience in the Arab world, Dr. Martin said, 
citing the 405,000 radio licenses issued in Egypt alone last year. 


eP.Se, Geneva 


UNITED STATES _ Study of Ways TV, Radio Can Reach "Indifferent" Americans 


A 10-year multi-church project to make religion attractive to millions of 
unchurched TV viewers and radio listeners in the United States was presented to 
the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of the Churches of 
“Christ in the U.S.A. at its annual meeting from March 4~6 in New York, 


q Dr. S. Franklin Mack, executive director of the commission, in proposing the 
programme, urged that the three major faiths - Protestant, Roman Catholic and 

_ Jewish - cooperate to produce and sponsor a nation-wide joint weekly television 
programme that would promote spiritual values without reference to specific beliefs. 
At least half of Americans are "indifferent" to programmes labelled religious, 
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To appeal to this audience, Dr. Mack also suggested a plan that would in- 
clude programme experimenting, testing and audience research, It would be financ- 
ed by a $10,000,000 capital fund and cost $300,000 per year, he said, Before 
final action is taken, Dr. Mack said, there should be a top level conference to 
find out "how far and how fast the churches are willing to go". 


The commission approved the idea of working closely with Roman Catholics- 
and Jews toward developing a national TV programme, In other actions, the com- 
mission endorsed a plan to form a small study committee where representatives of 
the NCC and independent religious broadcasters could "consider objectively" the 
role of independent programme producers and sponsors. HePeSe, Geneva 


International Appeal for Christians in Israel 


(London) - The International Hebrew Christian Alliance plans to support Jewish 
Christians living in Israel through a special programme of assistance and pastoral 
care. It provides for the Christian education of children, improvement of living 


accommodation, creation of assembly halls and an old age home. 


The Alliance asks its members and friends to contribute at least £90,000 
towards this scheme over the next five years. 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance was founded in 1925. It now 
includes national organisations in the United Kingdom, the United States and 
Canada, Denmark, Germany, France, Israel, the Netherlands, Norway, Austria, 
Switzerland and South Africa. Connections with the Polish, Rumanian and Hungarian 
Alliances are at present interrupted. The Executive Committee has 35 members 
(5 Anglicans, 8 Baptists, 6 Lutherans, 7 Presbyterians, 7 Reformed and 2 members 
of the "free churches"). Its members include theologians and laymen. 


The Alliance attempts to facilitate the pastoral cars and welfare of Jewish 
Christians and assists churches and congregations to acquire a new attitude to 
the people of Israel and to Jewish Christians. The organisation successfully 


tried to save Jews in central Europe from persecution under Hitler, 


H.PeSe, Geneva 


CYPRUS 36 Cypriot Clergy in Prison 


The British Minister of Colonial Affairs, lir, Lennox-Boyd,h's announced in the 
House of Commons that 36 Cypriot clergymen of the Greek Orthodox Church are in 
prison. The number includes two abbots, 27 priests, six deacons and one monk. 


In other news concerning Cyprus, Patriarch Alexius of the Moscow Church 
has replied to an appeal from the Archbishop of Athens to church and state heads 
asking for self-determination for "suffering enslaved Cypriots". The Patriarch 
wrote asking for the restoration of the legitimate rights of the inhabitants of 
Cyprus. Patriarch Alexander of Antioch, in response to the same appeal, sent a 


strong letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury. H.eP.Se, Geneva 
UNITED STATES _ Rockefeller Foundation Gives $140,000 for Study 


The University of Chicago's llissions Research Centre will arrange exchange 
visits between American and Asian religious leaders as a result of a *%140, 000 
Rockefeller Foundation grant for a programme of "interreligious studies". 
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Under the programme, Dr. Joseph Mitsuo Kitagawa, assistant professor of the 
history of religions at the university's Federal Theological Faculty, will spend 
two years in Asia and Europe. He will leave for Japan in the spring of 1958. Dr. 
R. Pierce Beaver, director of the missions centre, is now in Indonesia recruiting 
Fastern religious authorities to teach in Chicago. The faculty hopes to bring 
‘three Buddhist experts to Chicago under the grant, E.eP.Se, Geneva 


EGYPT Missionaries "Trickle" Back to Egypt 


American mission workers evacuated from Egypt during the Suez conflict are 
"trickling back" despite United States Department reluctance to issue permits, 
Haccording to a report made at the annual meeting of the Near East Committee of 
“the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. _ 


& The Rev. Dr. Roland W. Scott said that repeated requests for re-entry 


yendorsements are being turned down in Washington as "not in the public interest". 
Others, he said, including families of missionaries who stayed in Egypt, are 
still awaiting answers to their requests to return. Those who have been permitted 
“to go back, he said, are mostly medical missionaries and technicians, 


Dr. Scott reported that properties belonging to French and British missions 
Were sequestered by the Egyptian government and their bank accounts frozen, but 
"all American mission properties were at least partially manned during the crisis. 
BePede, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Presbyterians U.S.A. Approve Plan of Union 
| The headquarters of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. has announced that the 


Be orired majority of its presbyteries have approved a Plan of Union with the 
United Presbyterian Church of North America. The announcement said that 174 of 
“the church's 250 presbyteries (48 more than the necessary majority) have voted 
wfor the merger. None voted against the plan of unicn, 


Of the United Church's 66 presbyteries, 20 have voted in favour of the 
merger and four against it. The voting will be completed before the General 
Assmmblies of the two churches meet in the spring. If the United Church does 
‘endorse the plan the two denominations will unite in a combined Assembly in 
May, 1958. E.P.Se, Geneva 


GERMANY 
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Secretary of State for Church Affairs in the 
German Democratic Republic 


(Berlin) - The President of the German Democratic Republic has announced that 
tthe East German state will appoint a Secretary of State for Church Affairs. He 
Will be responsible for maintaining permanent contact with church leaders and 
their offices in the German Democratic Republic. Werner Eggerath, who has until 
how been ambassador to the Rumanian Republic, has been appointed to the position. 
He will be directly responsible to Vice-President Otto Nuschke. 


4 


BePeS., Geneva 
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In Brief 


The first Sunday school curricula project in the Near East will be set up 
by the Near East Committee of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the USA, in cooperation with the World Council of Christian Education. Plans call 
for writing and translating into Arabic and Armenian professionally prepared 
courses for all church-school grades. 
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Dr. Kenneth Cragg of HartOrd, Connecticut, author of the new book "The Call 
of the Minaret' (Oxford), is conducting"institutes'on "The Christian in Islam" 
in the Near East. The project, designed to help develop Christian strategy in 


) the Moslem world, is a project of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 


in the USA. Dr. Cragg will visit Bahrein, Muscat, Kuwait, Jerusalem, Khartoum, 
Aden and Iran. 
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The Annual Conference of the Ecumenical Council of Finland has set up a 
Commission of Inter-Church Aid with representatives of the Evangelical lutheran 
Church, the Orthodox Church, the Methodist Church and other groups related to 


' the council. Its main task will be channelling of gifts from Finnish churches 


through the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World 
Council. The Rev. Ahti Auranen, former senior representative of the lutheran 


World Federation in Austria, is chairman of the new commission, 
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Protestant church services in the Cameroons are broadcast each week-in five 
languages. Many listeners write that they gather in homes and invite non-church 
members to hear the broadcasts. 
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Representatives of affiliated and non-affiliated denominations of the 
National Christian Council of Japan have decided to hold semi-annual conferences 
to promote evangelism and make detailed plans for the Centennial of Protestant 
Missions in Japan in 1959. 


Bohuslav Pospisil, director of thc Ecumenical Institute in Prague, has been 
elected the first permanent secretary of the Ecumenical Council in Czechoslovakia. 
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A Slovak translation of the New Testament and the Psalms has been completed 
in the Slovak Iutheran Church. A translation of the rest of the Old Testament 
is under way. 


Jordan authorities have declared Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Isidoros of - 
Nazareth persona non grata and have withdrawn his permit to enter Jordan terri- 
tory. The action came after the clergyman denied Egyptian reports that Israeli 
forces had looted the historic Orthodox monastery of St. Catharine at Mount 
Sinai. "I am no politician," he said. "I am interested only in the truth. My 
church was greatly relieved to find that the Mount Sinai monastery was untouched, 
and naturally I said so publicly." 
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Refugees in camps in West Berlin have collected over 1000 Deutschmarks 
for the refugees in Hong Kong. The Berlin refugees themselves receive very little 
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pocket money. In the refugee camps, 25 to 30 per cent of the inmates take part 
in Protestant services. 


3% % 
The President of the French Protestant Federation, Dr. Marc Boegner, is 
delivering his usual Lenten addresses in the Paris church of Passy, taking as 


his subject the seven words from the cross. These readings are given every Satur- 
day (and on Good Friday) during Lent. They are breadeast by the French radio. 
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5 "The Moravian Brethren" is the title of a series of historical pictures 
produced by the Moravian Community (Herrnhuter Briider) in the German Democratic 
Republic. 1957 marks the five-hundredth anniversary of the founding of the group. 
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The American lutheran missionary, Pastor Paul J. Mackensen, who was arrested 
five years ago because of alleged espionage, has been released from prison in 
shanghai. A number of international and American organisations, including the 
Tutheran World Federation, had repeatedly pressed for his release. Pastor 
llackensen is reported as planning to stay on in China. 
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The Conference of the "World Committee for Christian Broadcasting", set 
‘down for Beirut, will now be held from April 25 to May 1 in Castle Kronberg 
mear Frankfurt on Main. The subject to be discussed at the conference is "How 
Gan Modern Man Be led to a Christian life by-Means of Radio and Television?" 
It is intended to give a comprehensive world-wide picture of Christian work in 
the field of radio and television. 


A Zurich pastor, Dr. Fritz Tanner, has assumed official responsibility for 
the driection of the radio ministry of the German-speaking churches with the 
Swiss Reformed Federation. 
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_ In the Protestant Church of Poland, the problem of individual confession is 
giving rise to discussion. Taking the discussion at the Frankfurt Kirchentag in 
1956 as his starting point, Bishop Kotula of the lutheran Church of Poland deals, 
Sin an article in the Warsaw Evangelical Church Journal, with the problem of 
individual confession by Protestants. 
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. Speaking to the All-German Synod in Berlin (see pages 2-5), Bishop Otto 
Dibelius declared that every year 300,000 people stream into West Germany from 
the East. Half the new arrivals come via Berlin, test Germany takes only those 


refugees in whom it has confidence, The rest are stuck in West Berlin. 
E,yP.sS., Geneva 
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Correction: 
Pastor Gosselin is not, as was stated (see EPS No. 9), in charge of television 
for the French Reformed Church but for the French Protestant Federation. 
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INDONESIA 100,000 Attend Opening of Prapat Conference 
4 More than 100,000 persons stood in 100-degree heat on ilarch 17 for a creat 


“ecumenical Kirchentag - the opening session of the Eastern Asia Christian Con- 
ference at Pematangsiantar, Sumatra. 


. The first session, patterned after the famous German Church Rally, brought 
Hogether Indonesian Christians, President Sukarno and other government authorities, 
Asian churchmen, and a sprinkling of church leaders from Europe and the United 


Two rajahs, members of the church council of the host Huria Kristen Batak - 
Protestant Church, colourful in their handwoven costumes from the Sumatra high- 
lands,led a procession of delegates, guests and Batak clergymen threugh the tight- 
Wy packed crowds to their seats of honour. From the pulpit, built in the tradition- 
Tal style of a Batak house with the roof curved upward in the shape of a half-moon, 
‘the ephorus (head) of the Batak Church, Dr. Justin Sihombing, opened the assembly. 
He told the worshippers that they were a living symbol of the communion of the 
Holy Spirit which transcended all countries, boundaries, race, tongues, nations 
‘and tradition. "It is this kind of community which makes us conscious of the whole 
World. Cain, when asked by God "here is Abel, your brother’, answered, ‘I do not 
know. Am I my brother's keeper?! Wie are no longer permitted to give such a response 
%o God," Dr. Sihombing said. He referred to ancient times when the Batak people 
‘did not permit a foreigner to see lake Toba, the site of the conference, because 
it was considered a holy place. "But at the present time it is the ereatest joy 
to us to have foreign guests visit the lake and have an ecumenical meeting in our 
country as brothers." 


The highlight of the first session was the spirited singing of a 500-voice 
youth choir, singing Handel's Hallelujah chorus in their native tongue, and the 
Sermon by Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, secretary of the Department of Evangelism of 
the World Council of Churches. 
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‘im of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Sand Chrictian Manemente._ Tt ic therefore not ta he. held responsible for obinions exbressed in its news items. 
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Dr. Niles stressed the distinctive task of the churches in the revolutionary 
tuation of Asia today and compared Christians to seeds planted in the earth which 


The 120 delegates were introduced individually to President Sukarno,who spoke 
his precious acquaintance with Prapat when he was interned there as a political 
isoner during the Indonesian revolution. Referring to the present troubles in 
donesia, President Sukarno asked, "But which nation is not living in trouble? ile 
ve in a troubled world." He stated his ccnviction that the conference is a living 
nifestation of the reality of the Asian churches. 


The minister of religious affairs of Indonesia affirmed the status of religious 
berty in Indonesia, as outlined in the first of the five foundation principles 
Pant jasila) of the Indonesian constitution. Speaking as a Moslem, he said that- 
though the majority of Indonesians were Islamic, "Christianity could not be con- 
Sidered a foreign importation". Christianity is also "a religion born in Asia", 

ving its rightful place and distinctive contribution to make to Asian life, he 
said. 


In its first business session, the conference elected three chairmen, They 
were Bishop E.C. Sobrepena of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, Dr. 
Thakur Das, general secretary of the West Pakistan Council, and Professor T.S.G. 
Mulia, chairman of the National Council of Churches in Indonesia, An all-~Asian 
Steering committee was elected with members from Japan, Korea, Thailand, Malaya, 
India and Ceylon. 


In his report to the conference, lir. Kyaw Than of Burma, East Asia secretary 
for the ICC and the IC, declared that the real challenge of the meeting lay in the 
consideration of the tame, "The Common Evangelistic Task of the Churches in East 
Asia", The churches in Asia are becoming more and more concretely aware of the 
responsibility they have in proclaiming Christ among their own people, he said. 

NAt the same time their concern for the growing and witnessing church also has 

Jed many leading Asian churches to plead for manifesting the unity we have in our 
common Lord." 


It was this deepening concern for mission and unity among the Asian churches, 
ir, Kyaw Than said, which is playing a crucial role in the present discussion of 
the integration of the World Council of Churches and the International llissionary 
Council. He went on to say that the problems involved in this should not be viewed 
in purely organisational terms but at the deeper level of the "nature and meaning 
Bf our evangelistic task", 


Bishop Chandu Ray of Karachi, Pakistan, gave the first main address of the 
Gonference on March 20, dealing with the cultural environment in which the church 
Gin Bast Asia is called to fulfil its mission. Drawing extensively from his per- 
Sonal experience both as a convert to Christianity and as an active evangelist, 
Bishop Ray declared that the Holy Spirit acting in the lives of individuals and 
was the motivating eae of aie He referred to "five fetal 


q 


Bishop Ray referred to the "denominational colonialism" characteristic of the 
missionary movement in the past and said he hoped that increasing unity would be 
nifested b« the churches in fulfilling their mission in the future, especially 

‘ough the ecumenical movement. "If the ecumenical movement is showing us a way 
forward in divine obedience, let us give thanks to God," he said. 
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Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the ‘Yorld Council of Churches, 
two WCC associate general secretaries, Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer and Dr. leslie 
Cooke, and Dr. Charles W. Ranson, general secretary of the International llission- 


ary Council, were among those attending the conference. B.P.o., Geneva, 
) soury APRICA Re-draft of Church Control Bill 


| 


The bill now before the Parliament of the Union of South Africa which would 
give the government control over services attended by Europeans and Africans (see 
E.S No. 10) has been re-drafted. 


The bill, which caused a storm of protest from church leaders, now reads 
that the Minister of Native Affairs may direct that no natives shall attend any 
church service in an urban area if in his opinion their presence is a nuisance 
to surrounding residents or if their presence in large numbers is undesirable. 
Formerly the bill called for permission of the llinister of Native Affairs to 
conduct any church, school or other activity where natives were admitted. The re- 
draft means that it is the native who is to be controlled rather than the churches. 


Before the re-draft was announced, the government had replied to the Anglican 
Church protest, advising the churches to desist from "further participation in this 
most unnecessary agitation". The church had said if the law was passed in its 
original form it might disobey the provisions. Roman Catholics, Methodists and 
the Christian Council of South Africa all condemned the bill. 


In an address before the Jeugbond, the National Party's youth movement, the 
liinister of Native Affairs, Mr. H.F. Verwoerd,’ said that mixed white and non- 
white services were "political acticn against the presant order of things. The 
churches know that their white members do not want this mixing but they insist 
on it. There must be action against pressures which will lead to this sort of 
thing.'' Dr. Verwoerd said that the Afrikaners! own religious bodies-have always 
aimed towards "christianising the heathens", but they had given non-whites 
separate churches. In Johannesburg, he continued, there are special halls for 
meetings where whites and non-whites are encouraged to sit together. "If this can 


happen now, what will it be like in 45 years?" E.P.5., Geneva 
_ HUNGARY Two More Pastors Released 


Pastor Richard Bodoki and Pastor Laszlo Agay have been released from prison 
in Hungary, according to information received in Geneva by Dr. Marcel Pradervand, 
general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance. The two men were among ~ 
mine Reformed Church pastors arrested early in March. Two of the pastors, Pro- 
fessor Barna Nagy and Pastor Sandor Joo, were released on March 16 (see =PS No. 
11). There is no news about the other five clergymen. 


Reformed Bishop Elémer Gyory in Hungary notified Dr. Pradervand of the re- 


' lease of Pastor Bodoki and Pastor Agay. Pastor Bodoki is employed in the Reformed 


Church office in Budapest and Pastor Agay preaches at Csepel, HeePeo», Geneva 
_ Italy Court Upholds Freedom of \orship 


The Italian Constitutional Court has upheld the right of Protestants in 
Italy to hold services without police permission. 


The court declared a clause contained in the twenty-fifth article of the - 


public security law to be incompatible with the Italian constitution and there~ 
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fore invalid. The clause had specified that the pclice had to be notified in 
Nadvance of any religious meetings on enclosed premises. 


c The court's+decision was given in the case of Pastor Umberto lasco of Rone, 
“who appealed against a 15-day sentence for having held a service without police 
“permission. The court's findings, in upholding the appeal, declared that articles 
117 and 19 of the Italian constitution guaranteed every citizen the right to prac- 
tise his religion freely so long as the rites of his religious group are not 
“contrary to morality". (See also EPS No. 10). E.P.S., Geneva 
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q HUNGARY ; Reappearance of Lutheran Weekly 


| (Budapest) - The ae sah weekly of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, "Evangelikus 
PElet" (Protestant Life) is again appearing. The number of March 24 reached sub- 
) scribers in Western Europe punctually. 


The editor-in-chief is now Bishop Lajos Ordass, and the co-editor is Dr. 
FAndras Keken. The current number reports the January visit of Dr, Carl EB, lund- 
‘Quist, executive secretary of the Iutheran World Federation, to Budapest, and 
‘the induction of Bishop Zoltan Turoczy and Dr. Zoltan HMady to their new offices 
'as bishop of the Northern Diocese of the Hungarian lutheran Church and as lay 
‘inspector of the diocese respectively. 


q A leading article on the Christian Gospel as the treasure of the Church 
says: "We have lost a great deal; but what we have lost is nothing compared with 
"the treasure of the Christian Gospel, which we still possess." People who realised 
_ that would not be tempted, the article says, to carry on a cultural strugele 
‘between Church and State; they would also discover the right relaticnship with 

' other confessions and with the past, Deep reflection on the Gospel took away fear 
about the future of the Church and prevented people from attaching too much 
importance to questions of organisation or staff. Concerning church-state rela- 
‘tions, the article continues: "Peaceful and lasting relationships mst be possible 
between a state which gives justice its place and a Church which renders service 


in the Gospel - notwithstanding any ideological differences between them." 
B.P.Se, Geneva 


JAPAN Christian Council in Japan Seeks Ban on Bomb Tests 


The National Christian Council of Japan unanimously agreed to "request 

/ again the cessation of atom and hydrogen bomb experiments, and to appeal to all 
Christian groups at home and abroad to be firmly united in order to attain the 
realisation of this gal", The RecN has been sent to the orld Council of 


Churches. 


4 The action was taken at the tenth annual meeting of the council, held at 

_ Aoyama Gakuin, Tokyo, from March 5 to 6. The council pointed out that it already 
had expressed its feeling against carrying out atomic and hydrogen bomb experi- 
) ments (see EPS No. 17, 1954), but noted "regretfully that there continue to be 
concurrences on the international scene which oblige us to protest repeatedly". 


The Japanese council is the third group within the last month to protest 
against testing of atomic and hydrogen weapons, The General Synod of the Reformed 
Church of the Netherlands and the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany both 


q registered their opposition during their annual meetings (see EPS Nos. 9 and 11). 
H.eP.S., Geneva 
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ware STATES 


q Churches in the United States are joining in celebrations marking the 500th 
iversary of the lioravian Church (see EPS Nos. 3.and 7). 


U.S. Churches Marking Lloravians! 500th Anniversar 


a - t ; 
x The Moravian Church launched its anniversary celebrations on March 3 with 
gpecial services in key cities where it is particularly strong. 


. In Bethlehem, Pa., a lioravian centre, 3,000 persons attended a colourful 


“ceremony on the Moravian College campus. Principal speaker was Dr. Charles W. 
‘Ranson of New York, general secretary of the International Missionary Council. 
‘More than 8,000 persons in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, heard Sr. Eugene 

arson Blake, president of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
W.5.A., deliver the anniversary sermon. 


& Presbyterians and Episcopalians joined in a Moravian lovefeast in Bethlehen, 
carrying out a Lenten tradition that dates back more than 200 years. More than 
700 members of the three denominations were served the traditional buns and coffee. 


President Eisenhower and Dr. Albert Schweitzer, the famous medical mission- 
ary, sent greetings to Moravian officials in Bethlehem as the celebrations opened. 
The president commended "the vigorous spirit expressed in the sound and good 

morks of the Moravian Church". Dr. Schweitzer, in a greeting cabled from Lambaréné, 
French Equatorial Africa, said, "I observe with you in spirit the great anniver- 
Sary of your missionary church." 


| The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., at its General 
Board meeting in March, honoured the Moravians. Representatives of two Moravian 
Churches in the U.S.A. that are members of the NCC - the Moravian Church and the 
Evangelical Unity of the Czech-iloravian Brethren in North America - were special 
Buests of the board. The NCC greeted "a11 those who share directly the noble 
heritage of Jan Hus", fifteenth-century Bohemian Protestant reformer and martyr. 


Churchmen in European countries will hold major observances of the anniversary 


this summer with festival weeks at KOnigsfeld in the Black Forest and at Herrnhut 
i.P.Se, Geneva 


GERMANY eo Evangelical Churches to Expand Inter-church Aid Abroad _ 


(Stuttgart) - The headquarters of Hilfswerk has recommended the Protestant region- 
@l churches in Western Germany to make an "ecumenical collection" every year to 
alleviate distress in countries outside Germany. The West German churches plan ~ 
to expand their contribution to the international work of the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid of the World Council of Churches. 


Last year German churches contributed 2.2 million marks for ecumenical 
projects. Up to the beginning of 1957 the fund for Hungary had reached 5.3 
million marks in goods and in money. Of this 400,000 DM came from the churches 
in the East German Democratic Republic. 


"Hilfswerk", relief agency of the German Protestant churches, maintains - 
Workers in 45 refugee camps in Berlin, and in West Germany in emergency recep- 
tion camps and over 80 reception, transit and permanent camps. An average of 
120,000 from the East are being helped. There are still 215,000 homeless 
Sener: living in Western Germany, of whom 26,000 are in camps. There are 
also now about 15,000 Hungarian refugees in Gisetormn Germany. E.P.Se, Geneva 
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OSVMITZERLA:D Churches to Participate in 1958 Brussels World Fair 


(Geneva) - The Swiss Protestant Federation, the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Old Catholic Church all plan to be represented in the Swiss section of the 
Brussels \iorld Exhibition in 1958, 


The Council of the Federation is also asking its member churches to con- 
tribute towards erecting the Protestant pavilion, designed by a Swiss architect, 
for the Protestant Federation in-Belgium, This all-purpose building for wership, 
meetings and displays will be re-erected afterwards as a centre to be used for 
ecumenical work. (See also EPS No, 24, 1956). 


Churches all over the world have been asked to support the Belgian ecumenical 


: project, E.P.S., Geneva 
4 In Brief 

i According to Radio Budapest, the Hungarian Government has passed a decree 
“Ansisting that the state must give its approval to all nominations, changes and 


suspensions which have taken place among the clergy since October 1, 1956, 

B inother decree recalls that religious instruction is voluntary and invites all 

) citizens to respect the right of every parent or guardian to decide freely 

) whether ‘his child should participate in it or not, Anyone who tries to exercise 

_ pressure on parents or children for political or other reasons will be prosecuted. 
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The Swiss Protestant Federation rejected a request to assume responsibility 
for an international Protestant radio broadcasting-station. A commission was 

/ appointed by the Federation to investigate ways in which Switzerland can help 
Protestant minorities in other countries through extension of Christian broad- 
casting. 
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"Brotherhood ieek"', organised annually by the Hebrew Christian Alliance, 
“Was this year associated with a tribute to Anne Frank, the Jewish girl whose 
diary made her famous. On March 17 thousands of German young people went in 
pouring rain to the former concentration camp at Belsen, where they placed 
'flowers and Wreaths on the graves of 30,000 victims. 
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The #vangelical Church in ltirttemberg has issued an appeal to its churches 
this year to hold a special collection on Good Friday, in aid of the Protestant 
‘churches in East Germany, which, says the appeal, have to face "the most diffi- 
Cult decisions since-the time of the Reformation". The offering was originally 
planned for urgently-needed church building projects in Wtirttemberg. 
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The 10th anniversary of the publication of "Toward a Christian Civilisation" 
Was observed in Athens, Greece, by a special meeting of the Union of Professional 
Hen. The declaration published by the union refutes the materialistic view that 


‘Science is incompatible with faith. Principal speaker at the meeting was Professor 
A.N, Tsirintanes. j 


* 


A printing and drawing workshop belonging to the Christian Union of Jorking 
*outh has been opened in Athens, The workshop, equipped with modern machinery, 
Will give work to unemployed members of the union. 


al 
aS 
sie 


< 


fo, 12 - larch 29th, 1957) -7- } 104 


‘ In the United States, representatives of four lutheran churches discussing 
organic union have now agreed on a preliminary document to serve as the basis 
for writing the doctrinal statement in the constitution of the proposed church. 
“Involved in the proposed merger are the United lutheran Church, Augustana Iuther- 
an Church, Finnish Evangelical Imtheran Church of America and the American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (see EPS No, 1). 
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For the first time, the well-known American foundation Fund for the Republic 
has elected clergymen ~ a Roman Catholic and a Protestant - as members of its 
| Board of Directors. The two men, named at a meeting in New York,were President 
. Henry Van Dusen of Union Theological Seminary, New York, and Mgr. Francis Joseph 
/ lally, editor of The Pilot, official weekly paper of the Boston archdiocese. 
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3 
4 Intensified efforts for the Marxist indoctrination of young people were 
" urged at Belgrade at a national congress of Yugoslav students. Speakers stressed 
the need for more active measures to "combat religious influence" among the 
_ country's youth. 
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An American Negro Protestant pastor, the Rev. Howard 0. Jones, has been 
| drawing large crowds since he arrived in West Africa in mid-January for a four- 
) months' evangelistic campaign in liberia, Ghana and Nigeria. In Liberia Mr. 
' Jones was entertained at a state banquet by President William V. Tubman, His 
campaign is in response to an invitation from the Sudan Interior Mlission, 
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The Chancellor of the Chicago Roman Catholic archdiocese has denied that 
the archdiocese was in any way responsible for Station iGN-TV's cancelling the 
_ scheduled television premiére of the film "ilartin luther" last December. Mgr, 
Edward ii. Burke emphasised that the archdiocee would not protest against the 
decision of any TV station to show the film and objected to the "false assump- 
' tion" that protests of individual Catholics were interpreted "as the action and 
' policy of the archdiocese", At the same time, Chicago Station VBKB announced it 
“would show the controversial film on April 23 (see also EPS No, EO). 
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Patriarch Vikentije, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, said in Belgrade 
that he hopes the Cyprus problem will be solved on the basis of "human rights 
and self-determination of the people", and Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus "returned 
to his fold", He made the statement to Yugopress, semi-official Yugoslav news 
agency, on the first anniversary of Archbishop Makarios! deportation from Cyprus 
(see EPS No, 11, 1956). 
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The Laymen's Institute of the Church of Finland has invited Mlle. Suzanne 
de Diétrich to lecture at laymen's institutes in various parts of the country. 
Mie, de Dis8trich will arrive about May 15. She was formerly on the staff of the 

Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland. 
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Bishop Lajos Ordass of Budapest has been invited to visit church groups in 
“Sweden on his way back from the Assembly of the lutheran “Jorld Federation in the 


‘United States in August. It is also hoped that he will visit Denmark. 
iePvOe, Geneva 
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INDONESIA Permanent Eastern Asia Organisation Approved 


The 124 delegates-to the Eastern Asia Christian Conference at Prapat, Sumatra, 
Indonesia, on March 18-27, voted unanimously for a permanent regional organisation 
of East Asia churches and set up an interim committee to carry out the plan. 


The proposal, presented by Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, recommended that an 
"Asian Christian Conference be constituted as an organ of continuing cooperation 
-among the churches and Christian councils in East Asia within the framework of 
the International Missionary ouncil and the World Council of Churches". 


The recommendation now goes to the member churches and councils of the ‘t/CC 
and the IliC for their approval. The interim committee, made up of representatives 
from churches in 13 Asian nations, will prepare plans for the first official 
meeting of the new conference in four years and make recommendations regarding 
the number and allocation of representatives to that meeting. 


Bishop E.C. Sobrepena of the Philippines, who later was elected chairman of 
the interim committee, told the conference before it voted on the permanent organi-~ 
sation that the delegates "from many different Christian traditions and confessions" 
"had through the Prapat meeting come to realise their world-wide evangelistic task. 


"Wie have come more fully to realise that the churches in Asia are ready and 
eager to share in the world-wide task of the Christian mission so insistently 
needed in our contemporary situation and to engage in these tasks unitedly, con- 
vinced that we can do together what we cannot do separately," he said. 


The function of the East Asia secretariat of the WCC and the IMC was discussed 
at length and Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon was invited to become general secretary. 
Mr. Kyaw Than, who was the East Asia secretary during the past year and who organis= 
ed the Prapat conference,was invited to become associate general secretary with 
responsibility for the work in East Asia of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
National Affairs. The Rev. Alan Brash, general secretary of the New Zealand Nation- 
al Council of Churches, was invited to be associate secretary with responsibility 
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for inter-church aid. The invitation must be confirmed by the IMC and the WCC, 


The conference recommended that the work of the Joint East Asia Secretariat 
in the future include a survey of the mission of the church in East Asia and the 
available resources of personnel and funds for its fulfilment. The secretariat 
should also hold consultations among the churches in the area and the missionary 
societies on their common evangelistic task and its promotion. 


Other tasks with which the secretariat would be charged are promotion of the 
participation of Asian churches in the IMC and the WCC programmes and encourage- 
ment of mutual sharing of experience and information. Interpreting and coordinating 
ecumenical inter-church aid was alse recommended. 


Throughout the conference speakers commented that "Asian regional conscious- 
ness should not detract from world consciousness" or in any way hinder ecumenical 
ties with Christians in other parts of the world. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
said this conference was not only of importance for Asia but had significance for 
the whole ecumenical movement as "the first regional development of the World 
Council of Churches that had taken place anywhere in the world", 


The International Missionary Council's general secretary, Dr. Charles Ranson, 
underlined the unique character of the conference and made "a decply felt plea 
for unity". He said the organisation will not "guarantee missions" and therefore 
whatever the conference might accomplish formally the delegates must not leave 
disposed "to be complacent about the unfinished evangelistic task we have in 
common! , 


The first contribution of the Batak Church to the Eastern Asia Christian 
Conference came in the form of a small bullock given by a local congregation, 
The HKYP (Huria Kristen Batak Protestant) Church which is at Penehatan, on the 
‘shores of Lake Toba, conference site, was donor of the gift. 


Representatives of the 200-member church brought the bullock across the 
lake in a small boat to the accompaniment of drums and gongs. Elders of the con- 
gregation presented their offering to the assembly with traditional Batak music 
and dancing. 


Dr. D.G. Moses of India responded on behalf of the delegates, He told the 
Batak Church that "these gifts from ordinary members of an ordinary congrega- 
tion represented the spirit of mutual sharing" which he hoped would characterise 
the future activities of the Eastern Asia Christian Conference. 


4 


The conference divided into five ecumenical teams on Sunday, March 24, to 
Visit outlying centres of the Batak churches. Conference members reported that 
they "were deeply impressed by the warm reception they received" and by the great 
numbers of Christians who came from far distances to attend the church services 
at outdoor rallies. 


Some of the delegates travelled for two hours across Lake Toba to Onam 
Runggu, on the island of Samosir. Fifteen choirs from different churches took 
‘part in services at Balige. At Taruntung, headquarters of the Batak Church, five 
thousand Christians attended the outdoor mecting. 


Many delegates returned from the Sunday services wearing the traditional 
Batak woven scarves which they had received as tokens of Christian friendship 
from Bataks. 
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The conference closed on Wednesday afternoon, March 27, with a service at 
which the Rev. Frank Short of Britain preached the sermon. The ephorus, head of 
the Batak Church, Dr,-J. Sihombing, thanked the conference for its contribution 


to the spiritual well-being of churches in the area. HeP.S., Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Churchmen Continue Protest Against Bill 


Even though the Native Laws Amendment Bill in South Africa has been revised 
(see EPS No. 12), churchmen are still protesting against it. 


The Bishop of Johannesburg, in a sermon on ilarch 26, said that if the specific 
clause were used either by the present Minister of Native Affairs (Dr. Hendrik 
Verwoerd) or any of his successors to interfere with the freedom of worship, the 
church would be unable to obey. It would counsel its clergy and its people to do 

likewise, he said. 


\ "' In saying this, I recognise that it is a grave matter to disobey the laws 
of the land, and a still more serious thing to advise others to do so, But we 
have fully weighed the probable consequences of our actions and believe that we 
“must face whatever suffering may be involved rather than submit to interference - 
/in the life of the church." 


The new form gives the Minister of Native Affairs the right to direct that 
“no "native" shall attend any church service in an urban area if in his opinion 
their presence is a nuisance. 


. The bishop pointed out that the redrafted bill, in principle, gives the 
“WVinister of Native Affairs the power to determine who should or should not wor- 
ship in any particular church, Even worse, he pointed out, is that whereas in 
the original clause "the penalty for failing to comply would fall on the churches, 
now the oms for obeying the minister's directions is placed on the voiceless 
_ and voteless African people". 


| The bishop, the Rt Rev. Ambrose Reeves, said that if the church resisted, 
in all probability some people who had never grasped the true nature of the 
church might leave the church. A few might be found whe would inform against 
church people and denounce them to the authorities. "But hard as that kind of 
action is always to bear, we must not be deterred from resisting to the end any 
threats of interference with the life of the church," the bishop said. 
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In other action against the bill, the executive committee of the Christian 
_ Council of South Africa has decided to appoint a panel of legal advisers who 
will keep a watching brief on anything that may affect religious liberty. 


q 
After a conference, Roman Catholic bishops in the Union of South Africa have 
_ declared that their concern over the bill has not been abated by the amendment. 

i The Anglican Bishop of Pretoria, in commenting on the redraft of the clause, 
said, "I believe that the minister can only safeguard religious liberty by with- 
drawing this clause." E.P.Se, Geneva 

' AUSTRALIA Division of Studies Established by National Council 


A Division of Studies was set up by the Australian Council for the World 
Council of Churches at its recent annual meeting. During the next two years, the 
_ division will focus its work on the first National Faith and Order Conference of 
_ the Australian Churches, which is to be held in January, 1959. 
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The theme for this conference adopted by the division is "Obedience to 
Christ as the Lord of the Church and the World’, Studies will consider the impli- 
cation of this obedience for the mission and tasks of the Australian churches 
and the consequent meaning for the unity of Australian churches. 


Chairman of the new division is the Rev. G, Calvert Barber, Queen's College, 
Carlton, Victoria, and the secretary is Mr. J.J. Webb, warden of the University 


of Melbourne, E.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE Protestaats to Establish Mass-Communications Centre 


French Protestants working in the fields of radio, television, film, sound 
recording, press and publicity are to establish a "Protestant Centre of Mass- 
Media Techniques", 


The decision was taken at the close of a week-end conference held late in 
March at Biévres,near Paris, Over fifty experts and workers heard addresses 
from theologians and laymen and viewed films. The draft statement of purpose for 
the new centre calls for research into the basis for the Church's use of the 
mass media and modern techniques of publicity. Workers will be encouraged to use 
the media responsibly and with respect for personality. The centre will attempt 
to stimulate the production of "works of quality made in the spirit of the 
Reformation" and to coordinate Protestant initiatives throughout France. 


A Q-member committee has been established to draw up statutes for presenta- 
tion to a general meeting. Among leaders on the committee, which is independent 
but in close touch with the French Protestant Federation, is the Rev, André Appel, 
the Federation's secretary. Pastor Marcel Gosselin, producer of Protestant tele- 
vision programmes in France, Pastor C.F. Rosenstiehl of Alsace and Pastor Henri 
de Tienda, well-known pioneer of Protestant evangelism through film,are among 
other members, 


The Rev. John Garrett and Mr. John Taylor of the Department of Information, 


World Council of Churches, Geneva, attended the meeting as advisers. 
| E.P.S., Geneva 


Religious Situation in South America Changes Slowly, Dr. Limbert Reports 

The religious situation in South America is changing slowly, according to 
a report by Dr. Paul M, limbert, secretary general of the World Alliance of 
YUCAs, but spiritual interest is growing and there are signs of new movements 
Within Catholicism. 


| Some younger priests, he reported, are stressing biblical and doctrinal 
Studies and a few are experimenting with gatherings in homes for discussions 
of @mily problems. 


Dr, limbert returned to Geneva on April 1 after attending the Tenth Continent- 
al Convention of the South American Federation of YMCAs and a YMCA-sponsored 
International Conference of Young lien, both held in Argentina. He also visited 
WNCAs in Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil. 


. Many leaders, he reported, see a new opportunity for the YMCA to help fill 
the spiritual vacuum in which many young people live, but, he said, the inclusive 
and flexible approach of the YMCA is often misunderstood by both Protestants 

and Catholics. 
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There are more than 40,000 YMCA members in South America, but the movement 
has grown slowly during its 50 years/of existence, The only notable expansion 
in recent years has been in Brazil,but there are 100 cities in the country with 
more than 100,000 population and only five YiiCAs. 


Dr. limbert reported that associations in South America, once established, 


become self-supporting more rapidly than in many other parts of the world. 
B.PeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Clergy Ask Bisenhower to Help Race Relations in South 


Six prominent Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen in the United States- 
have asked President Eisenhower to exert "stronger leadership" in quelling anti- 
Negro activities in the South. 


Signers of the appeal were Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.; Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop Angus Dun of Washington, D.C.; Mr. Reinhold Niebuhr, vice-president of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York; the Rev. John la Farge, Sede, associate 
editor of America, Jesuit weekly review; Dr. Liston Pope, dean of Yale University 
Divinity School; and Dr. James H, Robinson, pastor of the Church of the Master 
in New York. 


Now that Vice-President Nixon has extended the "greetings of the American 
people to the newly-born Republic of Ghana", the clergymen said, "it would be 
unfortunate if the impression was conveyed to this Negro nation, assuming for - 
the first time its full political responsibilities, that our government was in- 


different to the situation of its own Negro citizens". E.P.o., Geneva 
GHANA Missionaries Will Be Welcome 


Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah of the new state of Ghana, says he will con- 
tinue to welcome Christian missionaries into the nation. 


"We owe a lot to missionaries,"' he told a press conference. Most of the 
members of Ghana's cabinet attended mission schools,and 60 per cent of the 
children in these schools today are registered as Christians. 


The Rev. Christian G. Baeta, chairman of the Christian Council of Ghana; 
also paid tribute to the missionaries and stressed the need to improve Chris- 
tian instruction. "The ordinary religious instruction given is very primitive," 
he said. "We teach young people basic Bible stories but little instruction is 
given on how to carry Christianity into practical life. Only the Christians 
can give the moral instruction so vital to a young nation and they must do this 


through literature." B.P.o., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Moscow Patriarchate Names New Exarch 


Bishop Dionisi has been named by Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, as exarch for North America of the Moscow Patriarchate. An 
American citizen since 1948, Bishop Dionisi has been in service as substitute 
exarch and bishop of New York for the Patriarchal Church since last January. 


The new exarch was formerly Bishop of Chicago for the autonomous Russian 
Orthodox Church of North America, which does not recognise the authority of the 
Moscow Patriarchate. He transferred to the Patriarchal Church early this year. 
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# Bishop Dionisi fills the post to which Patriarch Alexei had appointed Archbishop 
joris of Odessa in 1954. However, in November, 1955, the U.S. State Department 
rancelled a visa for Archbishop Boris on the grounds that it was contrary to an 
igreement between the U.S. and Russia to permit Soviet clergymen to minister only 
(0 Russian citizens in the U.S. A recent broadcast from Moscow said that Archbishop 
}oris had been transferred to head the Russian Church in the Ukrainian districts 
»§ Odessa and Kherson. 


Bishop Dionisi'ts appointment as exarch became known from papers filed with 
the New York Supreme Court in connection with a suit in which the Russian Orthodox 
thurch of North America is trying to eject the Patriarchal congregation from St. 
Vicholas Cathedral in New York. A motion made by the defence asks that Archbishop 
Jionisi be added to the list of defendants. HePeSe, Geneva 


INITED STATES BKisenhower Backs United Relief Funds 


Emphasising the "responsibility each American bears to his brothers in need", 
President Hisenhower has given his personal endorsement to current appeals by the 
shree major religious faiths in the U.S. for funds for 1957 relief operations. 


" The "One Great Hour of Sharing" on March 31 launched the 1957 united appeal 
in major Protestant churches directed by Church World Service. On the same day, 
Roman Catholic churches marked the "Bishops! Relief Fund Appeal". There is also 
oe Jewish Appeal, the "Emergency Rescue Fund". 


The united appeal. accounts for more than 80 per cent of the United States! 
os untary efforts for overseas relief. HeP.oSe, Geneva 


SERMANY New Roman Catholic Bishop Advocates Christian Unity 


wards truth and towards the one Church of Christ to take separate ways; but at 

me same time the love of Christ constrains us to make our separation tolerable, 
sven fruitful, through mutual understanding." Christians must stand together against 
all the forces of our time which are a menace to every form of Christian life. He 
thanked the Evangelical Church for its kindness in lending its premises for Catholic 
services, 


| At his enthronement the Evangelical Church was represented by General Super- 
Intendent Pack. Bishop Dopfner also paid an official visit to Dr. Otto Dibelius, 
Wangelical Bishop of Berlin. 


' Bishop Dopfner comes from Wirzburg, where he has devoted himself since 1948 
g0 the annual celebration of the week of prayer for Christian unity. In a sermon 
breached this year during the week of prayer he urged his congregation in Wuirz- 
rg "to work and pray with all their strength and all their love for the reunion 
9F divided Christendom in the one Church of Jesus Christ". (See EPS No. 5). 
HeP.sSe, Geneva 


Van Dusen Urges United Protestant Missionary Witness 


uck Hill Falls, Pa.) - President Henry ©. Van Dusen of Union Theological Seminary, 
W York, speaking to 300 Methodist women mission leaders, said that the "church- 
mot wait for the union of all its branches before it unites in missionary wit- 
iss to peoples of other lands and other faiths". 
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Citing the rapid growth of nationalism in every part of the world and the 
Mreawakening of the ancient religions of Asia due to the nationalistic upsurge", 
he declared that the missionary programme of the Protestant church must be 
"strengthened and speeded". 


'There is need for a single board - an ecumenical body of missions represent- 
ing all churches ~ in éach of the major mission fields", he said. "The world 
‘situation calls for a radically new strategy, with each denomination contribut- 
ing resources and personnel to the direction of that board and for a world 
Christian missionary ecumenical council directing the whole." 


We are now witnessing the beginning of a world church," Dr. Van Dusen said, 
ftand it has come just in the nick of time." H.PeS+, Geneva 


HUNGARY A New Reformed Church Weekly 


A new Reformed weekly paper with the title Reformatusok Lapja is appearing 
in Hungary. The editor is Istvan Szamoskozi, provost of the northern district 
of Budapest, who writes in a leading article that the service of God's Word and 
evangelism is the special task of the new paper. 


The first number contains a greeting from Bishop Albert Bereczky and reports 
on the visit to Budapest on March 23 of Dr. Joseph Hromadka, professor of theo- 
logy at Prague,and Bishop Imre Varga. 


The Press Department of the Reformed Convention has recently published 
50,000 copies of a new catechism, 50,000 copies of the Hungarian Reformed church- 
calendar and a Bible-reading plan. 


The monthly paper Reformatus bgyhaz (The Reformed Church) will also appear 
again regularly after April 1, Its board of editors includes Professor Josef 
Bodonhelyi of the Theological Seminary of Budapest and Professor Endre Toth, 
dean of the Theological Academy at Debrecen, The editor-in-chief is Janos 
Bottyan. E.P.o., Geneva 


In privet 


Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, of the Tamil Evangelical Iutheran Church in South 
India, has been appointed Harry Emerson Fosdick visiting professor at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York for 1957-58. Bishop Manikan was the joint Hast 
Asia secretary of the World Council of Churches and the International Mission- 
ary Council for five years before he was elected bishop in January, 1956. 
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A five-year plan to convert Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Theological School in 
Brookline, Mass., into the Greek Orthodox University of America has been announced 
by Archbishop Mfichael, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America. With the addition of more graduate studies, the school expects to attain 
university status in 1962. 
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A Donald Baillie Memorial Fund is being set up to honour the late professor 
of St. Mary's College, St. Andrews, Scotland. It will be used to bring young 
ecumenical leaders from Europe and the younger churches to St. Mary's and to send 
St. Mary's students to ecumenical centres such as the Ecumenical Institute at 
Bossey, Switzerland. 
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A commission of five international jurists drafting the constitution of 
Malaya, which becomes an independent country next August, have recommended that 
the document shotild not declare Islam to be the state religion. A member of the 
commission, Judge Abdul Hanid of Pakistan, a Moslem, submitted a minority report 
urging that Islam be designated the state religion of Malaya. (See also EPS No, 
34, 1956). 
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The Church of South India will send two Indian Christian couples to Thailand 
as soon as negotiations have been completed with the Church of Christ in Thailand. 
The Thailand Church is reported to be anxious to have workers from other Asian 
countries,and church leaders in India feel that Buddhists in Thailand, who empha- 
sise the Indian origin of their religion, may listen with special interest to 
Christian missionaries from India. 
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After a tour of 36 general refugee camps in Yugoslavia, a World University’ 
Service committee reports that it has located a total of 500 Hungarian students. 
Of these, 300 were in school when they left Hungary and the other 200 would have 
entered universities last autumn. WUS will gather the students in separate camps 
and provide visas and transportation as scholarships are avilable. The World's 
Student Christian Federation is one of the sponsoring agencies of WUS. 
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Under the auspices of the Church of the Augsburgian Confession and the 
Reformed Church of Alsace-Lorraine, the Ecumenical Commission of these two churches 
is organising a two-days! training course at Strasbourg on April 30 and May 1. 

Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, will 
introduce a discussion on the subject "Ecumenism and Catholicism", On May la 
service will be held in the church of Saint-Pierre le Jeune conducted by Pastor 
Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation. 
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The Foreign Ministry of the USSR has shown diplomats in Moscow a documentary 
film on the visit of an Anglican delegation to Russia, and the patronal festival 
of the monastery of St. Sergius. 
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After Billy Graham's revival campaign in Paris in June 1955, the French 
Evangelical Alliance brought out a 40-minute gramcphone record (33 revolutions) 
giving the essential part of one of the meetings held in the Winter Stadium. The 
first edition was sold out within a few days, and a second edition has just 
appeared. 


The Evangelical Church of Braunschweig has set up an independent pastoral 
service for gipsies. The pastor in charge speaks the Romany language. The task 
of the chaplaincy will include spiritual care, efforts to induce gipsies to 
settle down in one place, and advice on housing and employment. 
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A communion service has been conducted in a church at Kongsvinger (Norway) 
by Pastor Helga Jensen, of Denmark, It was the first time that a woman pastor 
had ever preached in a Norwegian pulpit and was described by the Oslo paper 
Morgenpost as "an event in the history of the Church". 
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A Christian literature Fund for the ~antu of South Africa has been launched 
by the Dutch Reformed churches with a goal of £3,000,000. The money will be used 
to distribute Bibles, establish presses in Bantu areas, subsidise the publication 
of Christian literature and buy mobile units to aid in the distribution. 


See 


The National Christian Council of Japan has asked that adequate provision be 
made for farmers. dispossessed from their lands in Okinawa to make room for new 
‘United States military installations. The council, at its annual meeting last 
“month, "expressed its deep sympathy" and "urged the Japanese, Okinawan and American 
“governments to redouble their efforts to find substitute land", 
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} Dr. Istvan Szegledy, 46, professor of New Testament in the Reformed Theologic- 
al Seminary in Budapest, Hungary, is the new dean of the institution. He succeeds 
‘Dr. laszlo Pap, who resigned the administrative post a few weeks ago but retains 
his professorship. Dr. Szegledy is the son of the late Dr, Santor Szegledy, famed- 
"Bible translator, He has been a professor in the seminary since 1944, His appoint- 
ment was announced by the General Convent of the Reformed Church. 


| Sir Samuel Ranganadhan, president of the Council of YMCAs in India and former 
Indian High Commissioner in London, was among those receiving honorary doctorate 
degrees recently from the Madras University. 
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4 Two churchmen were honoured recently when Serampore College in India con- 
ferred the Doctor of Divinity degree on them. They are the Kev. Det. Niles, prin- 
‘cipal of Jaffna Central College, and secretary of the Department of Evangelism 
‘of the WCC, and the Rev. J.S.M. Hooper, former secretary of the Bible Society 
of India and Ceylon. 
i Two critically ill Chinese Roman Catholic priests arrested in 1950 have been 
‘released from the prison at Wuchow, They were identified by the Catholic Centre in 
“Hong Kong as Father Chan and Father Marcus Tsang. 


The Ecumenical Centre at Frankfurt~am-Main, Germany, has again organised 
“winter ecumenical study conferences for pastors and laity in various parts of 
Germany. The aim is to spread ecumenism in the churches and to, inforn them about 
“the work of the World Council of Churches, Participants include Orthodox delegates, 
Visitors from other European countries and students who are studying on ecumenical 
‘scholarships in Germany. 
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i According to a statement published in the Christian Press (Kirisuto Isushin) 
there are still 1,200 persons in Hiroshima and 600 in Nagasaki who were injured 
by the atomic bombs and need treatment. Japan Church World Service is bringing aid 
7” many of the injured. 
. 

‘i On May 3, U.S. church women will observe May Fellowship Day by studying "Free 
- Schools in a Free America. The annual observance is sponsored by the United Church 


‘Women, a department of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
. HeP.o.e, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Council of Churches "Deplores" H-Bomb Tests 


: The British Council of Churches, at its annual meeting in London on April 2-3, 

passed a resolution that deplored the decision of the British government to carry 

‘out nuclear tests at Christmas Island, assured the National Christian Council of 
"profound concern", and appealed for a general nuclear control agreement. 


The resolution, in four parts, was in reply to a letter from the Christian 

Council of Japan, asking the cessation of atom and hydrogen bomb experiments. Drawn 
‘up originally by the International Department of the BCC, it was amended heavily 

by the Bishop of Chichester and others. All but the statement deploring the tests 

passed almost unanimously. The Bishop of Chichester, the Rt. Rev, G.K.A. Bell, said 
the council should show its genuine sensitivity to the grave moral and spiritual 
issues involved. "The bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were mere child's 

play compared with the hydrogen bombs to be exploded, and already exploded by the 
Soviet Union and the United States. No wonder the Japanese are alarmed," he said. 

The bishop said the council's reply should give full weight to the fact that the 

tests were taking place in Asiatic and not European waters, "The whole attitude of 
millions of Asiatic people towards Christian missions and of Christian churches in 
' Asia might be affected by what we do," 


After a prolonged discussion, the vote was 39 to 32 on the clause deploring 

the government's decision to carry out the bomb tests, The Archbishop of Canter- 

bury, in the chair, declared: "This will make it obvious to the world that we are 
very much divided. That does no good to anybody." 


In its resolution, the council: 


"Assured the National Christian Council of Japan of the profound concern felt 
by Christian people in Britain at the continuing experimental explosions of nuclear 
Weapons, and at the grave danger which they involve, by the increase of world radia- 
tions, for humanity as a whole; 
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"Deplored the decision of Her Majesty's Government to carry out a number of 
nuclear test explosions in the megaton range, in the near future; 


_ "Appealed to Her-Majesty's Government, and to the Governments of the USA and 
‘the USSR, to make a new and determined LS hes to secure a general nuclear control 
agreenent before the end of 1957, and in the meantime jointly to pledge them- 
iselves to refrain from any further tests of hydrogen bombs; and 


7 "Urged the sub-committee of the United Nations Disarmanent Commission now 
Psitting in London to use its utmost efforts to reach an agreement on the prohibi- 
ption of all weapons of mass destruction, including atomic and hydrogen bombs, 
With provision for international inspection and control, such as would safeguard 
ithe security of all nations, together with the drastic reduction of all other 
armaments," 


The Assistant Bishop of Rochester, the Rt. Rev. John Mann, pointed out that 
Japanese Christians are taking this up as a moral issue and are looking towards 
sus for support... It is significant that the Prime Minister of Japan, who is not 
ba Christian, has turned to the minority of Christians - half of one per cent of 
the population - in his attempt to appeal to a country which is, on paper, 90 per 


a 


cent Christian", 


‘ Bishop Mann was referring to Prime Minister Kishi's invitation to Anglican 

‘Bishop Hinsuke Yashiro to be his personal representative to protest against the 

Hbomb tests. Bishop Yashiro refused and Dr. Masatoshi Matsushita, a lawyer and an 
Anglican, is representing the Prime Ilinister. 


Commenting on Bishop Yashiro's refusal, the Archbishop of Canterbury said 
pthere were three reasons for it. He was not going to be told by the state what 

whe should do. If the state wanted to take some political action, it was improper 
that they should try to coerce the head of the church to head a deputation, Bishop 
Yashiro asked if the same protest was going to be made to Russia as well as to 
Sritain and he said he would not take part in any deputation to Britain alone. - 
‘nd lastly, the archbishop said, Bishop Yashiro was not prepared to commit hin- 
self on a highly technical matter concerning which he had no specialised knowledge. 
HePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Free Churches Want Nuclear Tests Abandoned 


Members of the Free Church Federal Council, at the annual congress in Bristol 
Ce in March urged Her ae 8 Government oe eee the proposed nuclear 


:.. regret at the failure of the United Nations to bs ts og SUE, on the cessa- 
tion of nuclear tests. 


Karlier, the churchmen had heard a plea from Professor C.A. Coulson "to be 
Mindful of the problems and responsibilities which go with the atcmic age!t. Dr. 
Coulson, who is the Rouse Ball Professor of Mathematics at Oxford University, 
Stressed the danger from radio active fallout from nuclear bombs. Referring to 
the proposed experiments on Christmas Island, he urged his hearers "to search 
their hearts and consciences. I wonder if the Christian conscience can rest 
entirely happy. If you are not deeply stirred about this, then you have not 
appreciated the danger of the fire with which you are playing." 
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In other action the congress noted "with profound disquiet" certain provi- 
‘sions on the Native Laws Amendment Bill now before the parliament in South Africa 
(see below) and appealed to all Christian churches in South Africa to maintain 
the principles of the Gospel. Be P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Churches Continue Protest Against Bill 


The Christian Council of South Africa, representing 23 churches and mission 
stations, has told the government that it will be obliged to “disregard proposed 
plegislation giving the liinister of Native Affairs control over church services 
attended by both Europeans and Africans. Thirty delegates, meeting at Capetown, 
jagreed that the law is an infringement of "the basic vights of religious free- 
Fdom!. (See EPS Nos. 10, 12 and 13.) 


At the same time, they affirmed the individual's right to "worship where he 


pleases and the right of the church to admit any individual to its services or 
fellowship", 


"With great regret the council asserts that Christian churches would have 
‘to disregard any laws or regulations they believe would infringe these fundamental 
[principles," the resolution said, 


The president of the Methodist Conference in the Union of South Africa, the 
Rev. iw. Illsley, has joined the growing protests against the Native Laws Amend- 
ment Act, declaring that the act, even as revised, is still essentially the same 
except that it transfers criminal responsibility from white church leaders to the 


Africans who attend prohibited gatherings. As such, he said, it is even less 
acceptable, 


Mr, Illsley also denied the suggestion of the Minister of Native Affairs that 
church leaders were opposing the bill as revenge against him for taking over their 
schools, Mr. Illsley said, "The churchmen's answer to Minister H.F. Verwoerd must 
be the same as it was to Nebuchadnezzar long ago; 'WWe will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image (of apartheid) which thou hast set up. '!! 


The Capetown Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of South Africa has said, 
Oana statement read from the pulpits of all its churches, that to bow to govern- 
ment ccntrol of multi~racial worship services would be to "disregard our Lord's 
Own words - ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations". 
| HeP.Se, Geneva 


Koumenical Essay Competition Announced 


' ‘Young pastors and missionaries are eligible to enter an Ecumenical Prize 
uSsSay competition, sponsored by the Scholarship Committee of the World Council 
of Churches. 


| ‘The competition aims to "encourage younger clergymen to study the central 
biblical and theological issues under ecumenical discussion" and to make the 
Best results of their study available to all, 


The theme is "The biblical view of the relation between the mission of the- 


shurch and its unity, and the implications of this view for the ecumenical move- 


ment! 
ee: 


Rules of the competition call for essays of at least 10,000 words and not- 
nen 15, 000 words, submitted by clergymen, 40 or under, mho are doing full- 
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time pastoral or missionary work, Essays may be in French, German or English, the 
official languages of the WCC. Deadline for the contest is October 31 and the 
) results will be announced by December 15. First prize is 1,000 Swiss francs, 
seccnd prize 500 Swiss francs and third prize 250 Swiss francs. Essays should go 
to the Scholarship Committee, World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, 
Geneva, Switzerland, 


The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, Switzerland, will colla- 
_ borate with the Scholarship Committee in judging the contest. H.P.S., Geneva 


Abrecht Reports on Social Change Study 


The Rev. Paul R. Abrecht is back in Geneva after an eight-weeks! trip through 
Africa developing projects related to the current World Council of Churches'study 
on rapid social change. 


| Convinced of the relevance of the study, he pointed out that all the ccuntries 
_ face tremendous social problems. One example is the big question among African 

' Christians as to what their response should be to politics. The church has often 

_ taught that politics are bad - not quite respectable, Now the church has a respon- 

_ sibility to explain that the foundation of political life is of tremendous con- 
cern to a Christian, especially today in Africa. There is a tremendous appeal to 

» youth to enter politics now, he said, and the church must help young people to see 
) their Christian responsibility and how to exercise it. 


y During his trip, Mr. Abrecht, who is executive secretary of the Department 

' on Church and Society, stopped in Ethiopia, Kenya, Northern Rhodesia, the Came- 

} roons, Togo and Ghana, In Northern Rhodesia and the Cameroons, he was accompanied 
) by the Rev. Dr. John Karefa-Smart of Freetown, Sierra Leone, the consultant in 
“Africa for the rapid social change programme. 


Mr. Abrecht feels that the rapid social change study will help focus the 
attention of the churches on social concerns. One example is the tendency in some 
“areas for the church to accept segregation in the life of the church, However, 
"many churches now realise that they must help their members deal with social 
~questions, There is a great opportunity for the ecumenical movement to help the 
_churches see their unit in a larger perspective. 


A new relationship is emerging between the church and mission societies with 
'tremendous speed, he said, At the same time, it is obvious that the younger 
churches show signs that they want contact with churches around the world, 


Specifically, the WCC study is being developed in six areas in Africa: the 
Be aneroons, the Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesia, the Union of South Africa, Ghana, 
_ liberia and Kenya. 


4 


As the result of conversations with Christian councils and churchmen, the 
current situation is: 


Kenya: The study is in a preliminary stage, but the National Christian 
Council has agreed to carry on a long-range project in view of the situation 
~ following the end of the Kikuyu emergency and the need to work out a programme 
Of social advance in a multi-racial society. 


The Copperbelt of Northern Rhodesia: Many laymen and pastors are enthusiastic 
“bout the study. It will-focus attention on "The iitness of the Christian Commu- 
nity in a Changing Multi-Racial Society". Racial tensions spoil all other efforts 


fq 


:. 
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Wat social change. One of the greatest problems is the impact social change is 


~ making upon youth. Old standards are gone. Jhen youths go into cities they find no 


recreation activities, which presents a big opportunity for the churches. Addition- 


Bal plans on just how the study will develop will be made in July. 


Liberia: The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, specid assistant for the study, will 


‘leave Geneva on April 14 for meetings with local Christian leaders on the study. 


Union of South Africa: ir. Abrecht met with leaders of Christian councils 


and the Dutch Reformed Church and much progress was made in outlining and making 
' plans for the study. It will now go before the various groups involved. 


Ghana: The study will be concentrated on problems and changes in community - 
life and the task of the churches. In Ghana just after the independence celebra- 
tions, Mr. Abrecht was impressed with the seriousness with which the citizens 
regarded the event. "We have shown," many said, "ty achieving independence thet 


: the African is not inferior-and we must show the rest of Africa that this is true 


and that he too can be self-governing." Playing a leading role in developing this 
serious approach was the National Christian Council. Professor K.A. Busia, head 
of the department of sociology at the University College at Ghana, and a leading 
political figure, is directing the study. He is a member of the working committee 
of the Department on Church and Society, and has lectured at the Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey. 


Cameroons: The newly self-directing Evangelical and Baptist Churches (see 
EPS No, 10) are going ahead with the study. E.P.S., Geneva 


Christian Group to Give Guidance on Huropean Unity 


A continuing organisation to inform European churches and guide their think-- 
ing on political and economic problems common to European nations has been approv- 
ed at a meeting held at Bad Nauheim, Germany, April 6-7. 


The Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation, an _ 
informal group of European laymen, founded in 1950, named as its chairman for the 
next two years Dr. C.L. Patijn of the Netherlands. The Dutch member of parliament 
replaces Professor André Philip, who has chaired the group for the last six years. 
Professor Philip becomes a vice-chairman, together with ir. John Edwards of the 
United Kingdom, and Dr.-Walter Bauer of Germany. 


Approval was given for the establishment of a permanent part-time secretary- 
ship. The secretary will be appointed and commence work by October of ies ed 


The committee will continue to aid the churches unofficially by attempting- 
to define Christian responsibility in the movement for Huropean cooperation, in- 
cluding the plans for a Common Market and EURATOM, 


A statement will be issued shortly following the group's meeting, and can be 


obtained from CCREC, Case postale 48, Geneva 17, Switzerland. HePed., Geneva 
GERMANY East German Church Conference Re-affirms Confidence in Dibelius 


(Berlin) ~ The Conference of representatives of the Protestant Landeskirchen in 
East Germany has expressed "deep resentment" at the public attacks against its 
president, Bishop Otto Dibelius. At its first meeting since the All-German Synod 
of the EKD at Spandau (see EPS No, 11) the Conference described the attacks as - 
unjustified, and re-affirmed unswerving confidence in Bishop Dibelius. 


¢ 
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The Synod of the Province of Saxony, the first of a member church of the EKD 
to be held since the Spandau Synod, also passed a unanimous resolution rejecting 
the attacks made by East German newSpapers against the Synod of the EXD, At its 
meeting in Leun& the Saxon Synod objected to the assertion that the Protestant 
Church had become a "military church' because it had accepted the ‘Jest German 
treaty on spiritual care in the armed forces and associated itself with the 
policy of the *ederal Republic, 


Bishop Johannes Janicke pointed out in his report to the Saxony Synod that 
spiritual care among soldiers was the legitimate concern of the Church, even in 
divided Germany. The Church had never advocated rearmament. It had always stressed 
that the Christian's duty was to work for peace. The assertion that the All- 
German Synod had cast a vote for NATO by expressing agreement with spiritual 
care in the armed forces was completely unjustified, said Bishop Janicke. 


Herr Werner Eggerath, the new Secretary of State for Church Affairs in the 
East German Government, accompanied by his proxy, Herr Hartwig, paid a visit to 
Bishop Mitzenheim of Thuringia at Eisenach., Eggerath was formerly Prime Minister 
of Thuringia (see EPS No, 11). He told Bishop Mitzenheim that he would shortly 
invite the Protestant bishops in the German Democratic Republic to a discussion 
of "outstanding questions". Bishop Mitzenheim welcomed the fact that a govern- 
ment department with special powers had been set up to deal with the concerns 
of the Church. He hoped the new arrangement would have a beneficial effect on 


future relations between state and Church. HePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY Negotiations about the Kirchentag_ 


(Berlin) - Dr. Reinold von Thadden, president of the German Evangelical Kirchen- 
tag, met Herr K, Maron, Minister for Home Affairs in Eastern Germany, on March 

8 and 9 in East Berlin, to discuss whether the Evangelical Kirchentag can be 
held this year in Thuringia (East Germany), as planned. Propst Heinrich Grilber 
(representative of the EKD in the East German Government) and President Kreyssig 
ef Magdeburg were also present at the talks with Herr Maron. The outcome of the 
negotiations was not announced following a first meeting. The negotiations con= 
tinued. 


On April 8 the officers of the Kirchentag met in West Berlin for one of 
their regular conferences, and drew up points for discussion between Dr. von 
Thadden and Herr Maron, 


Dr. Otto Nuschke, Deputy Prime Minister and president of the Christian 
| Democratic Union in East Germany, met Herr Maron at the end of March. (See also 
’ EPS No. 11). They discussed holding the Kirchentag on certain political condi- 
| tions;-they were, however, rejected by Dr. von Thadden because they would have 
involved turning the Kirchentag into a political meeting. Dr. Nuschke informed 
; press representatives from Western Germany that Herr Maron had withdrawn two of 
the political conditions, and that in his personal opinion there was now no 
Obstacle to holding the Kirchentag in East Germany during the first half of 
August. 


Dr. Franklin H, littel (of Bad Godesberg), president of the Ecumenical 

' Committee of the German Evangelical Kirchentag, has told foreign friends of the 
Kirchentag movement that this year they will be able to attend the "Kirk Week" 

) being organised in August by the Scottish churches in Aberdeen, and other meet- 

ings on the same lines at Royan (France), and in 1958 in Basel and Zurich. The 

_ 1959 Kirchentag will be held in Bavaria. E.P.5., Geneva 


‘ 
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| «FDU FINLAND i) Place of Women Theolocians Studied 
* 

4 A committee of the General Synod of the Church of Finland, after a four-year 
> study, has reported that a new office ought to be formed in ie church for women 
) theologians. The office, the committee says, would not be the same as that of 


pastor, 


The report suggests three official ranks for women theologians. One would be 
the already existing one of assistant woman theologian. The other two new titles 
would be office of an ordinary woman theologian and office of a leading woman 
) theologian. The committee would not normally allow a woman to administer the 
» sacraments, but if she is serving in a hospital or a prison, she could receive 
permission to celebrate Holy Communion with people who are not able to attend 
the church in the parish. Committee members suggest that women theologians should 
/ work mainly among women and girls and as education workers. 


4 Chaiman of the committee was Professor Aimo T. Nikolainen, dean of the 

_ Faculty of Theology at the University of Helsinki. The report will go to the 1958 
: meeting of the General Synod, B.PeSe, Geneva 
] 


_ SWEDEN 18% Want Separation of Church and State 


The Swedish Institute for Research on Public Opinion reports that 18 per 
) cent of the population want to sever the traditional ties between the state and 
' the Iutheran National Church. Fifty-one per cent are in favour of the present 

_ arrangement and 31 per cent have no opinion, 


Approximately 30 per cent of regular churchgoers in the lutheran National 
. Church and an equal percentage of regular churchgoers in the Free Churches want 
the church and the state separated. 


J Among the men questioned, 24 per cent are in favour of the separation of 
church and state, while only 13 per cent of the women favour it. 


More than half the people against separation of church and state commented, 
"It is satisfactory as it is." Most of those wanting separation said they thought 


it would be a real advantage to the church. E.P.S5e, Geneva 
” GHANA Anglican Urges One Church 


The Very Rev. G.H.F. Laing, provost of the Anglican Holy Trinity church, 

) told students at the Ghana University College; at Achimota, Ghana, that Pro- 

) testants in the new nation should unite into one "Holy Church of Ghana", He said 
)that the existing denominational divisions are "silly". Groups in Ghana include 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Anglicans, Seventh-Day Adventists, Evangelical and 
“Reformed and Assemblies of God. Dr. Laing also urged that the church in Ghana be 
given full liberty to "develop its own manner of worship, indigenous architecture, 
art and music", H.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Assemblies of God Pass Million Mark 


| Membership of the Assemblies of God, largest Pentecostal denomination in the 
United States, has passed the million mark, This figure includes reports from 
)Mission fields, where there are a record 575,811 members. Membership in the 

Vnited States is 470,361, making a total of 1,046,172. 


9, 14 - April 12th, 1957 = 8 = 121 


One of the youngest denominations in the US, the Assemblies of God was 
founded in 1914. With headquarters in Springfield, Missouri, the denomination has 
now a headquarters building housing 15 service departments and a new printing e 
plant built in 1949. Plans call for building a three million dollar office build- 
‘ing adjoining the publishing plant. 


: Membership in the Assemblies of God has increased 65 per cent in the last 10 
years. Currently there are 7,916 local churches, 14,000 licensed and ordained 
ministers and 824,000 enrolled in Sunday schools. The Assemblies of God ranks 


minth in the nation in number of churches. E.P.eSe, Geneva 
HONG KONG Help Sought with Refugee Problem 


4 Hong Kong's refugee problem has become too vast for the colony and voluntary 
“agencies, the Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham,has told the Legislature, and 
‘other nations must give their support. 


"The problem is fundamentally a human problem," Sir Alexander said, "which 
‘has thrown a very heavy burden on Hong Kong. It is remarkable how much we have 
‘done, I venture to add that it is also remarkable how little help we have received 
from outside. I am aware of, and most grateful for, the large and generous 
assistance that has been given by various voluntary agencies, but the problem is 
‘too vast for them and ourselves alone to solve," 


Hong Kong's population has been increased three or four times by the million 
refugees that have entered the colony in the past 10 years, he said. 


The World Council of Churches, the lutheran World Federation and the local 
churches all work in Hong Kong, but Sir Alexander says, they are up against 
these stark facts: in a total area of 391 square miles there is a population of 
about three million; 650,000 persens are living in sub-standard conditions; 
300,000 refugees are living in totally inadequate and unsanitary quarters, an- 
other 100,000 live on roof-tops, staircases or on pavements; there are only 27 
hospitals with 5,000 beds for all purposes in the colony; about 175,000 children 
do not attend school; there has been a drastic increase in unemployment. 


The World Council of Churches has allocated $116,000 to be spent in Hong 
Kong in 1957, for such projects as self-help, education, hostels, accommodation 
for TB patients, counselling and resettlement. HeP.wo., Geneva 


The International Review of Missions 


The April International Review of Missions gives a picture of the activities 
of the International Missionary Council. 


The Rev. J.V. Taylor, seconded by the Church Missionary Society to undertake 
the first of the 'younger church studies! on which the Council has embarked, writes 
in "The Uganda Church Today", of his contact and fellowship with a village Chris- 
tian community. The Rev. Fridtjov Dirkeli, of Nerway, gives, in "The Church in 
Madagascar" some impressions gained by the four-man IC Commission which visited 
the island recently to discuss theological training. 


Africa interest is prominent in the issue. Dr. M.A.C. Warren, in"... Your 
Attention to Africa", takes the centenary celebrations of the Universities Mission 
to Central Africa as a measure of the challenge of the continent today. Mr. L.B. 

Greaves in "The Capricorn Contract", studies the aims and beliefs of the Capricorn 

: Africa Society. 
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. Professor Kenneth Scott Latourette, in "Re-Thinking Missions After Twenty- 
Five Years! examines the validity today of a much=discussed book of a generation 
“ago. Bishop Sabapathy Kulandran, of the Church of South India, discusses Dr. 

Hendrik Kraemer's book, "Religion and the Christian Faith", The Rev. John Garrett, 
“director of the Information Department of the World Council of Churches, looks 
vat "Modern Methods of Evangelisation", particularly the use of press and radio, 
Dr. Blaise Levai describes in "India on the March" how he took part in a tour of In- 
pdian villages led by Vinobha Bhave. The Rev. R.K. Orchard previews "The I.1i.C. 
‘Assembly in Ghana", to take place at the end of the year. 


| A ‘review article' by Dr. K.H. Ballhatchet, "Asian Nationalism and Christian 
Missions", discusses Sardar K.M. Panikkar's "Asia and Western Dominance!" and other 
Wreviews give prominence to recent books by Dr. Hendrik Kraemer. E.P.S., Geneva 


r The Ecumenical Review 


; Articles in the April issue of the Ecumenical Review, quarterly published by | 
‘the World Council of Churches, begin with an analysis, written by Canon Theodore - 
Otto Wedel, warden of the College of Preachers in Washington, D.C., of the inter- 
BP eeonanip of preaching, fellowship and service in the Church's bask of evan- 
mgclism. Professor Roger Mehl of Strasbourg comments on a recent "Doctrinal History" 
of the Ecumenical Movement" written by the Belgian Roman Catholic scholar Gustave 
Whils, The social concern of the ecumenical movement provides a basis for Dr. 
Reinhold Niebuhr's reflections on "Theology and Political Thought in the Western 
iorld". "“Intercommunion and Concelebration" are discussed by Dr. J.A.T. Robinson. 
Hans-Ruedi Weber of the World Council of Churches’ Department on the Laity gives 
his "'Greenhorn's Impressions of the People of God in North America". 


; The Ecumenical Chronicle surveys reviews of "A History of the Ecumenical 
Movement", brings up-to-date the Faith and Order Commission's survey of negotia-= 
Mions for church union, publishes the text of a statement on "Christian Convic- 
tions and Attitudes in Relation to the Jewish People! and historically surveys 


"World Council Diary" and book reviews appear as usual. HePeSe, Geneva 


In Brief 


Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan was elected on March 20 as Armenian Patriarch of: 
Werusalem by the General Synod of the-Armenian Brotherhood of St. James of Jeru- 
Salem, The Patriarch-Elect was priest-in-charge of the Armenian Church in London 
during the war. He is a member of the Faith and Order Commission of the WCC, 
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The Italian Constitutional Court has upheld the right of Protestants to hold 
Services in places "open to the public! (see EPS No, 12), but non-Roman Catholics 
an Italy who hold religious services in a "public place" still have to give three 
Gays! notice to the police. A "public place! is defined as a street or square 
phere people can move about freely while a place "open to the public" means a 
building, 
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Salomon Schlieffer, chief rabbi of Moscow, has died in that city at the age 


i 
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The Rt. Rev. C.K. Jacob, bishop of the Church of South India in Central Travan- 
core, has resizsned because of i11 health. Bishop Jacob presided at the inauguration 
or the Church of South India in Madras in 1947. He was a delegate to the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston. 


ak 
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EKasterm Orthodox and Protestants held a basket supper in San Francisco recently 
when the Greek Orthodox mayor of the city, George Christopher, presented a citia-- 
tion to the sponsoring agency, the local Council of Churches, More than 3,000 per- 
sons attended and heard an address by Dr. Elton Trueblood, Quaker author and pro- 
fessor. 


v 
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The Synod of the Evangelical Church of Hesse~Nassau has appointed Oberkirchen- 
rat Wolfgang Sucker (head of the Bensheim Institute for the comparative study of 
confessions)as deputy to Dr. Martin Niemoller, Pastor Sucker will continue to direct 

he institute, which studies differences between Protestantism, Roman Catholicism 
and non-Christian doctrines. 


2 
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The Saarbricken Fair, which was to have been held during the week before Easter, 
has been postponed until after Haster as a result of protests from leaders of the 
Protestant Church. Kirchenrat Wehr, head of the Evangelical Church in the Saar, had 
raised objections to the date of the Fair because Holy ‘leek is observed as a quiet 
week by the Protestant churches. He also rejected a proposed compromise which 
suggested closing the Fair on Good Friday and Laster Day. 


In celebration of the tenth anniversary of Prof. Cullmann's personal coopera- 
tion in the Waldensian Theological Faculty at Rome, the well-known Basel Professor 
of New Testament was ronoured by the Faculty and delivered a series of public 
lectures, 

* % 


A report from the largely Hungarian-speaking Reformed Church in Yugoslavia says 
the Bishop's office has written to the Commission of Religious Affairs asking why 
Bibles in Hungarian are not allowed to enter the country. The report says that in 
1947 President Tito agreed to a church request to import the Bibles. But recently- 
the British and Foreign Bible Society has notified the church that it was not per- 
mitted to send the last consignment from London, and another consignment of Bibles 
Was returned from Belgrade to London, 


VaR 
“NS fay 


Dr. Markus Barth, son of the famed Swiss theologian, Dr. Karl Barth, and 
associate professor at the University of Chicago's Federated Theological Faculty, 
Said he is alarmed at the "increasing emphasis churches are placing on sacraments, 
liturgy and 'high' forms of worship". Speaking at the Chicago Theological Seminary's 
twenty-sixth annual ministers! week, he also criticised infant baptism and said 
putting an end to it would remove "magic elements". 


Mw 


The Feneral Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church called upon congregations to | 
Offer special intercession on March 31 for the Hungarian churches and people. The 
fequest followed the recent arrest of Hungarian pastors, five of whom are still 
in prison, E.P.S., Geneva 
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‘South Africa. The mission church, two,schools and the homes of a missionary, 
teachers and several villagers were destroyed. The station was founded in 1836, 
Thaba-Bosiu is the centre of a parish which has 11 churches and 12 schools and 

at Thaba-~Bosiu itself there were 350 students in the two schools. 


The Administrative Committee approved assisting an Italian team that will do 
agricultural work, either in southem Italy or Sicily. The group of technicians 
Will live among the farmers and,along with welfare and social services, help to 
increase food production through modern agricultural methods. The team, which will 
be directed by a committee of Italian churchmen, will begin work as soon as a 
director is chosen, probably at the end of April. At its meeting late in January, - 
‘the committee had voted to assist CIMADE (French ecumenical voluntary relief orga~ 
nisation) to send a team into Algiers. So far, however, it was reported, the un- 
‘settled political situation has made it impossible for the team to begin work, 

’ EePeSe, Geneva 


“SOUTH AFRICA Statement of Dutch Reformed Churches 


After conversations between representatives of the Dutch Reformed Churches 
and the South African Minister of Native Affairs, Dr. H.F. Verwoerd, the contro- 
‘versial Native Laws Amendment Bill has been changed a second time (see EPS Nos. 
m10, 11, 13 and 14). 


The first re-draft gave the Minister of Native Affairs the right to direct 
"that no native shall attend any church service in an urban area if in his opinion 
)their presence is a nuisance, 


. As it now stands, the clause reads that "the minister may, by notice in the 
Gazette, direct that the attendance by natives at any church or other religious 
“service or church function on premises situated within any urban area outside a 

native residential area, shall cease from the date to be specified, if such attend- 
“ance is causing a nuisance in the vicinity or if the number in which they attend- 
€d was considered undesirable". The new amendment substitutes the words "attendance 
by natives" for the original words "no native shall attend" and adds the words 
"from a date to be specified". 
: In a statement issued on April 8, the Federal Council of the Dutch Reformed 
“Churches said that the delegation was convinced, after its interview with Dr, 
“Verwoerd, that no violence would be done to the principles of the churches and 
“they felt that they could agree to the proposed legislation. 

f 


Representatives of the churches had met with Dr. Verwoerd in March "seeking 
an assurance that the original wording would not limit the freedom of the Gospel 
"or the sovereignty of the church in its own sphere", the statement said, After -the 
fst amendment was announced, another delegation called on the minister "to assure 
“itself fully of the implications which the amended clause might entail for the 
church in the execution of its call in obedience to Holy Writ", 


The statement continues: 


"The consultation with the minister took place with reference to the follow- 
‘ing statement of principles of the Dutch Reformed Churches as formulated by the 
Federal Council of the Churches: 


"The Gospel of Jesus Christ emanates from God to all mankind and is subject 
%0 no human limitations. 


# "The task is laid on the Church of Christ, in obedience to the head of the 
* to proclaim the Gospel always, throughout the world and to all peoples, 
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"The right to determine how, when and to whom the Gospel shall be proclaimed 
is exclusively in the competence of the Church. 


"It is the duty of the State, as the servants of God, to allow freedom to the 
Church in the execution of its Divine calling and to respect the sovereignty of 
the Church in its own sphere, 


"The minister indicated his full agreement with these principles and under-~ 
took to reword the clause so that there could be no dovbt that the bill did not 
intend to interfere with the freedom of the individual to worship in a church or 
attend any other bona fide religious gathering so long as such freedom was not 
misused to the disturbance of good order in the community. 


"Because the delegation was convicned from their interview with the minister 
that no violence would be done to the principles described above, they felt that 
they could asquiesce in the proposed legislation." 


According to press reports, the minister said he had merely expressed in a 
positive form what was previously expressed in a negative form, without in any 


way altering the meaning of the clause, H.eP.Se, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM BCC Welcomes Suggestions for Cyprus Solution 


At its spring meeting on April 2 and 3 in London, the British Council of 
Churches adopted a resolution welcoming constitutional proposals prepared by Lord 
Radcliffe as a constructive basis for negotiation in the Cyprus situation, 


The resolution, passed without debate, said the council "has remained deeply 
distressed by the tragic political situation in Cyprus, deploring the inflaming of 
passions and constant loss of life", The council "warmly welcomes the new initia 
tives recently taken by Her llajesty's government to resolve the situation in the 
island, and hopes that all concerned will cooperate to achieve a lasting solution". 


In other action, the council approved a statement issued by its Youth Depart- 
ment recommending that no member churches send young people to the 1957 Moscow 
Youth Festival. 


The Rev. Edward Patey, youth secretary, in explaining the recommendation, 
said that the department "is always on the horns of a dilemma, on one side wish~ 
ing to maintain contact with Christian youth, on the other not wanting our young: 
people to be dupes of Communist propaganda", He quoted a Polish paper that point- 
ed out to young Communists that the festivals were not merely fun and games, but 
an occasion when people from non-Communist and colonial countries should be shown 
the virtues and strength of the working class revolution, In spite of instances 
of this kind, Mr. Patey said, the festivals are claimed to be nonpolitical. 


According to Mr, Patey, only two official Christian bodies are participating 
- the Iona Youth Associates and the Young Frierds. Previous press reports have- 
Said at least 65 Britons would attend the festival on July 26 to August 11, in- 
Cluding members of the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, Beptists, 
Methodists, Roman Catholics, Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 


Mr. Patey added that the Youth Department "was convinced that however much 
it might wish to promote the Christian ministry of reconciliation, it could not do 
anything which might seem to support a way of life to which we were fundamentally 
Opposed", 
The council also passed a series of resolutions deploring the testing of 


Nuclear weapons at Christmas Island and appealing for a general nuclear control 
Bee recnent (see EPS No 14), / ‘ELP.S., Geneva 
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FRANCE Protestants Oppose Terror in Algeria 


The French Protestant Federation has taken a stand against "attested and 
serious' evidence of collective reprisals and the methods of interrogation used 
by both sides in the Algerian revclt. 


A statement adopted by the Federation on llarch 12 was sent to a highity- 
placed government official. An interview was requested between the government 
and Pastor Mare Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation, The in- 
terview has not taken place. The Federation has now released the full text of the 
statement which reads: 


"The Council of the French Protestant Federation, meeting on March 12, 1957, 
recalls that it has always protested against the atrocities committed on African 
soil by the fellagha, solemnly declaring that nothing in the world could justify 
such horrors. 


"In the same spirit the Council is forced to protest against certain police 
methods (especially in the case of collective reprisals, interrogation of pri- 
soners or suspects). The Council hopes that the number of such cases is restricted, 
but it is the business of the government, which alone is able to do so, to 
ascertain their extent and gravity. The unavoidable severity, which the whole 
army exercises in carrying on its mission, particularly in a situation as delicate 
and tragic as in Algeria, does not justify a reaction which leads to terrible 
consequences. 


"The assurance of the authorities that these cruelties would be perpetrated 
only in violation of the strictest orders convinces, but does not satisfy us. 
It is surely the duty of those who give orders to see that they are carried out. 


"ie are still less satisfied by the decision of these authorities to take 
account only of signed depositions (which risk bringing down reprisals on the 
heads of the signatories,and have in fact done so). The duty of the authorities 

‘is to ascertain the facts, not to supply pretexts for eluding this duty. 


"The evidence received is too abundant and too reliable, the cruelties 
committed are too well attested and too serious, the emotion of many enlisted 
men and officers is too painful to allow us not to appeal to the public cons- 
cience. We fear that these events may have an indelible effect on our youth. 


"Je are convinced that the honour and morale of the army (which has manifest- 
ed such magnificent devotion and merits our esteem) can best be defended by re- 
pressing damaging abuses, not by blaming those who denounce them, 


"Furthermore, we do not believe that measures in themselves incompatible 
With the final aim (in this case true spiritual pacification) can promote the 
cause of peace in Algeria, even if force succeeds for the time being. 


"We would add that the arbitrary rule to which Europeans and ifoslems are 
sometimes subjected (a régime encouraged by the weakness of a certain kind of 
justice and the inadequacy of the judiciary machinery) cannot but delay the 
longed-for time when all the inhabitants of Algeria will move forward towards 

-a happier future, on soil which belongs to them all, forgetting the miseries 
of the past," 2. Pips, (Ueneve 


4 


‘No, 15/6 - April 19/26, 1957 te 128 
GERMANY , ; Student Chaplain Arrested at leipzig 


The Protestant student chaplain in the University of Leipzig, Dr. Siegfried 
Schmutzler, was arrested on April 5 in his own flat. The house was searched and - 
books and documents were confiscated. Dr. Schmutzler is now under detention pend- 
ing enquiries, The Leipzig legal authorities have declared that he is suspected 
of "crimes against the state". No further facts are known. 


. Dr. Schmutzler recently held an evangelistic campaign and church meetings in- 
the Bohlen workers! settlement, near Leipzig. The meeting broke up following dis- 
agreement with the speakers. Church offices in Berlin do not know whether Dr. 
Schmutzler's ‘arrest is connected with this evangelistic campaign. 

HeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Protestants Defend Sunday Observance 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has publicly declared 
that Sunday should "as far as possible be kept free from work". The Ccuncil took 
this stand on the controversial problem of instituting a "staggered Sunday" in 
west German industry in the course of its April meeting at Hannover, lt affirmed 
that "the church was obliged, for the sake of God and men, to insist on Sunday 
observance", 


A petition was sent to West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and Federal 
Labour llinister Anton Storch, asking the Bonn government to undertake an inquiry 
in cooperation with provincial governments, employers! and employees! organisa- 
tions and the churches. The aim of the investigation would be to find out how 
much work is actually being done in Yest Germany on Sundays and to frame legisla- 
tion covering Sunday work. 


The statement is one of many recently made on the same subject by both Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics. The Bundestag, lower house of the Federal Parlia- 
ment, has discussed the issue. Respect for Sunday as a day of rest received strong 
support in the course of the debate. HeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Churches Study Ecumenical Education 


(Frankfurt~am-Main) - The ecumenical idea in the work of the church must not be 
limited to special departments; it must work "like leaven in every sphere of 
enurch Life". 


This view was unanimously supported by the representatives of the Evangelical 
"free churches" and the "Landeskirchen" at a meeting of the "Arbeitsgemeinschaft" 
of Christian churches held at Frankfurt at the beginning of April. The meeting, 
led by Dr. Martin Niemdller, dealt mainly with problems of ecumenical education. 


The Jorld Council of Churches! Division of Ecumenical Action in Geneva was 
asked to make a survey of experience gained in various countries in discovering 
how to deepen the interest of the congregations in ecumenism. The Rev. Francis 
House, associate general secretary of the WCC and director of its division of 
Ecumenical Action, attended. E.P.S., Geneva 
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PHILIPPINES ° Protestants Plan New Radio Station 


(New York) = The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. has 
announced plans’ for the construction of a 100,000-watt radio station in the 
Philippines. Just a few weeks earlier, the council had disclosed plans for a 
similar 100,000-watt station for the Middle East (see EPS No, 11), 


Dr. J. Burton Martin, executive head of RAVEMCCO, broadcasting unit of the 
NCC's Division of Foreign Missions, said the new Far Hast station will transmit 
broadcasts to the Philippines and Southeast Asia in a variety of languages. It 
will be located in Dumaguete City on the campus of Silliman University. Programmes 
will include musical and variety shows, news and educational features on health, 
farming, youth problems and child care, and will be produced in the station's 
studios and in the countries where they will be heard. 


The National Council also reported plans to step up Station HLKY in Seoul, 
Korea, from 5,000 watts to 10,000 as part of an overall plan to extend and in- 


tensify church-supported broadcasting in that area. BeP.Se, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Secretary Named to Study Reformed Tradition 


The Rev. Lewis Seymour hludge, Jr. of Philadelphia has been armed theological 
secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance in Geneva with the task of "explor-~ 
ing the significance of the Reformed tradition for thought and life today, and 
in particular the ecumenical movement". His appointment, effective in October, 
was announced by Dr. John A. ilackay, president of the Alliance, at last month's 
meeting of the North American Area Council in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 


"The significance of setting up this secretariat", Dr, Mackay said, "is 
that our churches of the Reformed tradition are to think through their own 
heritage of faith, and state in contemporary terms the contribution of the Ke- 
formed theology for the thought and life of the ecumenical movement today". 


lr. Mudge has a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Princeton Theological 
Seminary, was a Rhodes scholar at Oxford and is now a candidate for a Doctor of 


Philosophy degree at Princeton Graduate School. B.P.Se, Geneva 
INDIA Christian Delegation to Visit China 


A delegation of five Indian Christian leaders will visit India this month, 
sponsored by the Council of YMCAs in India, in cooperation with the Indtan 
churches, The visit will return one made to India last October by a six-man 
delegation from the YMCA and churches in China, 


Dr. Schwartz D, Malaiperuman, general secretary of the YMCA movement in 
India, will lead the group. lembers will be Justice T.K. Joseph of the Kerala 
High Court, A. Gunamony, government official and honorary treasurer of the 
Church of South India, Anglican Bishop Joseph Amritanand, and a delegate to be 
named by the National Christian Council of India. 


In-March, a delegation from the Ceylon-China Friendship Association began 
a three-months'! tour of China. In the group is the Rev. Christie H. Rosa, a 
Methodist minister. H.P.S., Geneva 
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“GERMANY Von Thadden Negotiates to Save Kirchentag 


(Berlin) - The Press Agency of the German Democratic Pepublic has reported the 
East German Ministry for Internal Affairs as still maintaining the political con- 
ditions laid down for-allowing the Evangelical Church in Germany to hold its 
Kirchentag in the East German Republic (see EPS No. 14). The demands reads 


"1, The responsible authorities of the Kirchentag guarantee to avoid at the 
assembly anything which could be construed as support of anti-peace NATO-policy. 


"2, The authorities must pledge themselves not to allow anybody to take part 
who advocates NATO policy or in any way supports it. The previsions according to 
which no one may enter the German Democratic Republic who attacks its policy of 
peace and its very existence must also apply to the Kirchentag. 


"3, A public statement must be issued in which the Kirchentag Praesidium 
express their disapproval of the events which took place at the Mirchentag in 
Frankfurt~on-Main in 1956 and were directed against the East German State and 
its representatives. 4 


"4, The responsible authorities of the Mirchentag must guarantee that re- 
presentatives of the Government of the German Democratic Republic belonging to 
the Protestant Church will be given an opportunity of explaining the peaceful 
policy of our Government in the course-of the Kirchentag. It is well known that 
at the Kirchentag held at Frankfurt-on-Main in 1956 representatives of the Federal 
Government of Germany were allowed to expound the anti-peace policy of the 
Adenauer Government to those taking part." 


The President of the Kirchentag, Dr. Reinold von Thadden, has dealt 
immediately with these four ccnditions. He has asked the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic for a definite decision before Easter, since any 
further delay would make it impossible to hold the Kirchentag in August for lack 
of adequate preparation, 


Precisely in view of the marked sharpening of political tension in the world, 
says the reply from the President, it is impossible to gauge the consequences of 
the German Evangelical Kirchentag being forced to abondon its unique work of 
bridging the gap between the two Germanies. Dr, von Thadden reminded the Minister 
of the long-term power of pacification and union represented by the Kirchentag 
so far, especially in the case of the Leipzig assembly, both for Germany as a 

“whole and for the relations between State and Church. 


Dr. von Thadden gave an assurance that the Kirchentag did not intend to 
‘allow speakers to explain their point of view if there were any fear of their 


“speeches going off the rails and veering off into politics, BePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY _ Press Attacks on Bishop Dibelius 


(Berlin) - Ever since the meeting of the all-German Synod in Berlin (see EPS 
‘No 11) and the adoption of the agreement with the Federal Republic about pastoral 
Care in the Armed Forces, various papers in the German Democratic Republic have 
‘been conducting a violent campaign against the Evangelical Church and its leaders. 
‘The East German Ministry for International Affairs is reported by a West Berlin 
paper to have announced that Bishop Dibelius may possibly no longer be granted 
‘permission to preach in the larienkirche in East Berlin. 
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Following protests by the East German Church Conference (see EPS No. 14), 
the council of the Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) has declared: "In the 
face of the constant stream of propaganda in the press of the German Democratic 
Republic against the Church and its leaders, in connection with the decision 

of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany to sign an agreement on pastor- 
al care in the Armed Forces, the Council again points out that the supply of 
Objective factual information to congregations in the German Democratic Republic 
is still being interfered with as much as ever. It therefore welcomes the 
measures taken by member churches aimed at making it possible for the congrega— - 
tions to learn the real content of this agreement and to form an objective appre- 
ciation of its purpose. (The issues of four church papers in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic which had reported on the synod and the agreement on pastoral 
care were confiscated - see EPS No. 11). 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, the president of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, in a letter to ministers and church workers in Berlin-Brandenburg, 
rejected the charges launched against him. The Bishop refutes allegations that "he 
“was accustomed as an old hand at preaching fire and murder, to glorify war and 
to bless arms in 1914, 1933 and 1957". The Bishop then explains the content and 

‘logic of the agreement on army chaplains and declares that the Synod would 
gladly have signed a similar treaty with the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


A three-member deputation of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. met with President Eisenhower and Secretary of State Dulles on April 
3 to discuss the U.S. "mutual assistance programme and to express our interest in 
preserving it and strengthening it". Members of the group were NCC President 
‘Eugene Carson Blake, the Rev. Roswell P, Barnes, associate general secretary of 

the NCC, and the Rev. Kenneth L. Maxwell, director of the council's Department 
of International Affairs. 
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The Ecumenical Institute at the University of Helsinki, established in 1955, 
‘is now functioning, An agreement with the Missionary Research library in New 
York enables the institute to borrow literature and microfilms for its students. 
‘The secretary is the Rev. Seppo Teinonen. 


; Andar lumbantobing, formerly pastor of the Batak Church at Balige on Lake 
Toba (Sumatra), has been awarded a doctor's degree in Theology at Bonn, After 
‘finishing his studies in Germany - on a scholarship granted by the Rhenish 
Mission - Dr. Lumbantobing will return home to Indonesia. 


ade 


12,000 Deutschmarks were collected as the result of an appeal by Dr, Heinrich 
“Geissler, editor of the mission paper for young people in Nevendettelsau (Germany) 
"Ruf in die Welt". Dr. Geissler urged each of his 40,000 young readers to give 
“10 Pfennigs, in oder to buy sewing-machines for refugees in Hong Kong, 
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Two Hungarian Baptist ministers/met with Baptist leaders in London late in 
/Warch. They were Pastor Mihaly Baranyay, head of the Baptist Seminary, Budapest, 
"and Pastor Josef, Nagy, minister at Pecel, and president of the Hungarian Baptist 


Young People's Committee. 
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An increase of more than a million members during the past year has brought 
the total number of Iutherans in the world to nearly 71 million. The figure is 
approximately 33 per cent of world Protestantism. The three largest centres of 

Iutheranism in the world are in Germany (37,6 million), Scandinavia (19 million) 
and the United States (7,4 million). 
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The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. has told a 
congressional committee that it is opposed to extending commissary privileges at - 
government post exchanges overseas (U.S. official stores) to missionaries, chief- 

_ly on the grounds that it might "cause grave misunderstanding as to the true 
nature of the missionary and his task". The House Armed Services Committee is- 
considering such a bill, NCC mission officials pointed out that such an agree- 
ment would link missionaries who are U.S. citizens with U.S. military forces. 
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The ruins of a 1,900-year-old church, believed to be one of seven churches 
/ built by the Apostle Thomas in Malabar during his missionary journeys, have been 
discovered at Nilackal, in Central Travancore, South India. The Syrian Orthodox 
Church has built a temporary chapel and has appointed a priest to say mass there 
regularly. 
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Protests by Berlin citizens have stopped plans to tear down the bomb-ruined 
steeple of Kaiser Wilhelm church on the city's fashionalbe Kurfitirstendamm. The 
wutcry against replacing the steeple with a moder church finally had the matter 

placed before a committee headed by Bishop Otto Dibelius. The decision was to go 
ahead with the new church but leave the steeple standing. A German newspaper 
/ expressed popular feeling: "We do not want the invisible scars and wounds that 
“we carry about with us to disappear behind the polished facade of new economic 
prosperity." 
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. The Chancellery of the Evangelical Church in Germany has proposed that this 
year "Cantata Sunday" (May 19) should be celebrated as "Paul Gerhardt Sunday" in 
honour of the writer of "0 Sacred Head" and other famous hymns. Services, meet- 

ings and musical performances on that day will commemorate Gerhardt,who was born 

350 years ago. The West German Federal post office will issue a Paul Gerhardt 

stamp. 


ere 


. Klaus von Bismarck has been re-elected president of the Association for 
Social Progress in Stuttgart. ir. Bismarck is in charge of the Social Service 


‘Department of the Church of Westphalia at Villigst, near Schwerte (Ruhr). 


One hundred and ninety-six Reformed, Iutheran and Baptist refugees from 
“Hungary, who were temporarily housed in a refugee camp at Haid in Austria, have 
‘Sent a message of thanks to the World Council of Churches and testified to their 
unswerving faith. BePeSe, Geneva 
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World Council of Churches Presidents Issue 1957 Whitsun Message 


The seven presidents of the World Council of Churches have sent a special 
Fentecost message to the 165 member-—denominations of the council, to be read from 
the pulpits of the world on June 9, 


The message reads as follows: 


As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren in the 
member churches. 


"On this birthday of the Church of Christ we should remind one another that 
the Church was born when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the apostles, constrain- 
ing them to proclaim to all around them the mighty works of God, Thus the last 
promise of the risen Lord was fulfilled: 


"You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; amd you shall 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the 
earth," Acts 1:9) (R.S.V.) 


To be the Church is to live by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is this power, 
Which we need if we are to find repentance and renewal of life. It is this power 
which enables the Church to give hope to the hopeless. 


The nations are looking with fear to an unknown future. Grave problems of 
human wlationships which cause the suffering of millions of our fellow-men remain 
unsplved. This is not because the necessary intelligence is lacking, or even some 
general goodwill. It is rather because men have not the power to do the good that 
they know they ought to do. 


In closing the inconclusive Disarmament Conference held some twenty years ago 
the chairman said: "In such a situation as the present nothing can help us but 
faith... The obstacles are not in the world around us, but in our minds and hearts. 
We will the end, but we do not will it hard enough to risk the means". That is 


im of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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still our position today. We long for true international understanding and peace, 
ibut we cannot bring ourselves to pay the price. In the churches we find a real 
desire for renewal, for unity, for evangelism, but not enough readiness to con- 
secrate ourselves so fully to the service of Christ that we become the willing 
instruments of His saving work, Now wWhitsun comes to tell us that the one and 
only way in which our weakness can be transformed into strength is by receiving 
the life-giving Spirit which turned disappointed disciples into courageous wit- 
‘nesses. 


We therefore beseech you, brethren, so to wait upon God that we may be endued 
rWwith power from on high. We are often in such a hurry to do things for God that 

we forget God himself and do not wait for the Spirit. "Not by might nor by power, 
but by my spirit" says the Lord of Hosts. 


May the fellowship in Christ which we have in the World Council show the 
Mations that there exists a People of God which lives in the strength of the Holy 
Spirit. May it render clear witness to the ends of the earth, that this Spirit 
really does enable man to carry out God's gracious plan for His children." 


The message is signed by the presidents of the World Council of Churches who 
represent different types of Christian tradition and different parts of the world. 
They are: the Very Reverend John Baillie, former principal of New College, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, Presbyterian; Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina, Methodist; the Bishop of Chichester, the Right Rev. G.K.A. Bell, United 
Kingdom, Anglican; Bishop F.K. Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and president of 
the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany; Juhanon iar Thoma, lietropolitan 
of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, South India; Archbishop Michael, New 
York, of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America; and the Right 
Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, New York, presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 


Church in the U.S.A. E.PeSe, Geneva 
“HUNGARY Dr. Robert ilackie Visits Hungarian Churches 


Dr. Robert Mackie, chairman of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, returned to Geneva, Switzerland, on 
“April 17 after a six-day visit to Hungary. He made the trip because of the special 
‘needs of the Hungarian churches in relation to inter-church aid. 


"There have been changes in the leadership of the Reformed and lutheran 
Churches since the meeting of the Central Committee of the WCC at Galyateto, 
‘Hungary, last summer," Dr. Mackie said, "and it was realised that the events of 
‘last October and November weuld have considerably affected the church." 


j During his visit, Dr. Mackie had conversations with Bishop Lajos Ordass of 


“the Iutheran Church,but was not able to see Bishop Turocksy, who was out of Buda- 
pest. He also had contacts with Baptist and Methodist church leaders, but he 
“pointed out, "I naturally spent most of my time with the Reformed church leaders 
since theirs is much the largest of the Protestant churches and has undergone 
‘the greatest changes in leadership." 


Dr. Mackie was met and accompanied in Hungary by Dr. Ladislas Buzo, chief 
“curator and deputy lay president of the General Convent (Central Administration 
of the Reformed Church), Bishop Elmer GyOry, vice-president, and Pastor Gyula 
Murakoezy, director of the Office of the Convent. He was able to talk with the 
official representatives of all four districts of the church and also called on 

“ir, Janos Horvath, president of the State Office for Church Affairs. 
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"One of the main internal problems," Dr. ilackie said, "is that the Reformed 
Church has recently lost several of its well-known leaders. Bishop Albert Bereczky 
is slowly recovering from a very severe illness and Bishop Janos Peter has accepted 
an office with the State, Both men handed in their resignations some months ago. 

‘No meeting of the assemblies of their districts has yet been held to consider their 
resignations." 


The former district of the Trans-Tiscian Church, which was dissolved in 1953 
without consulting the congregations, has just been re-established, Dr. llackie re- 
ported. No bishop has yet been appointed, he said, and added that "the existence 
of these three unfilled posts has placed a heavy burden on the present leadership 
since neither Bishop Gyory wr Dr. Buzo lives in Budapest." 


Dr. Mackie recalled that Bishop Gyory, a bishop for 15 years, greeted the 
members of the Central Committee last summer as they passed through the district 
on their way to Budapest and was present at the meeting, 


Pastor Murakoezy was for many years a minister of the Calvin Square church in 
Budapest, along with Bishop Ravasz. He has been called from retirement to accept 
this post and is actively undertaking the many duties involved, Dr. liackie said. 


Dr. Mackie was able to discuss all questions affecting the relationship of the 
World Council of Churches with the Reformed Church and reported that it is hoped 
that Pastor Murakoezy will be able to visit Geneva at the end of May to follow up 
these conversations, 


During the visit in Hungary, plans were developed for increased material aid 
to the Hungarian pastors, parishes and church institutions. Quantities of food and 
soap have been dispatched to the churches and now this ministry will be increased, 
he said. Dr. Mackie also discussed other forms of help with the church leaders 
and Mr, Horvath, 


Dr. Mackie reported that the majority of the pastors who were recently im- 
prisoned in Hungary have been released and he raised with Mr, Horvath the cases 
of those still in prison. 


Dr. Mackie was told by Reft rmed church leaders Bishop Gyory and Pastor Mura- 
koezy that the Hungarian Church Press bulletin will soon resume publication for 
the first time since last autumn, Editors will be Bishop Ordass and Pastor Mura- 
koezy. 


On Palm Sunday Dr. Mackie preached to crowded congregations in Calvin Square 
church, Budapest, and in the large country town church of Keskenet. 


"IT was able to have a number of personal talks with local pastors," he said, 
"and found that the events of last autumn have led to larger attendance at church 
Services and new opportunities for evangelisation, The crisis in church leader- 
ship is now being handled temporarily. This crisis will take time to resolve on 
@ permanent basis. Meanwhile, the life of the congregations goes forward with its 
accustomed vigour and with a new sense of service to the whole country, which has 
been so sorely wounded by recent tragic events, The Hungarian churches rely upon 
the understanding sympathy and continued intercessions of their fellow churchmen 
throughout the world," 


Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
who was to have accompanied Dr. liackie, was prevented from going to Hungary by a 
last minute illness. He is in Hungary at the present time. ePeSe, Geneva 
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GERMANY ! Kirchentag in Thuringia Cancelled 


The 1957 German Kirchentag scheduled for August in Thuringia has been cancelled. 
The decision wasimade in Berlin on April 16 by members of the Kirchentag Committee 
and representatives from the Evangelical "Landeskirchen" in the German Democratic 
Republic (DDR). 


Inste1d of the mass meeting, Dr. Reinold von Thadden announced that all churches 
in Kastern and Western Germany will hold special services on October 27 on the 
theme of the Kirchentag, "The Lord 1s God, the lord Is God". On the same day dele- 
gates from all the German "Landeskirchen" will attend services in all the churches 
in Berlin, In conjunction with this, reports will be exchanged concerning the 
local Kirchentags organised by the local churches or by the Landeskirchen. The 
day will close with a public gathering for all the delegates from both parts of 
Germany and from the churches in Berlin. 


At the meeting, Dr. von Thadden said he had not received a reply from Karl 
Maron, minister for Home Affairs in the DUR, to a letter he had written on April 
& stating his position with regard to the political conditions for organising the 
Kirchentag in the DDR this year (see EPS No. 15/16). 


A statement issued by the churchmen in Berlin said: 


“Since the German Evangelical Kirchentag held at Frankfurt-am-llain, Protestants 
all over Germany and throughout the ecumenical movement have been locking forward 
to the eighth Kirchentag which was to be held this summer in Thuringia. After attempt- 
ing for months to negotiate with the government of the German Democratic Republic 
about the Kirchentag, it imposed conditions on the Kirchentag Committee, some of 
which would have turned the Kirchentag into a political isme, All our requests 
and endeavours to have these conditions modified were unsuccessful. It is there- 
fore impossible to hold an all-German church meeting in Thuringia this year. The 
microphone of the Kirchentag belongs to the Church and to its Lord. The message 
of the Church cannot be shackled. The Kirchentag is God's gift to our generation. 
The Church has discovered afresh that it has to do its work in the world, and 
that God's people must meet together and remain together." 


The Committee asked the Kirchentag leaders to cooperate with the local Kirchen- 
tag committees, to arrange that special study be given in all the member churches 
of the EXD to themes of the Kirchentag and the biblical passages on which it in- 
tended to concentrate, through the organisation of conferences in the local church- 
es, the districts and the Lander. 


Speaking on the radio,Dr. von Thadden summed up the decision to cancel the 
Kirchentag: "Although we cannot hold an all-German meeting this summer as planned, 
we will not lose courage we will go on patiently working and looking out for 
other opportunities." He was referring to the lay conferences to be held in the- 
autumn, Even quite modest service to other people, or spiritual care, which pro- 
moted Christian fellowship and prevented others from feeling lonely, might be 
helping to fulfil the Church's task today, he said. "wherever true fellowship 
exists," said Dr. von Thadden, "there is room for the Church on both sides of the 
frontier," 


A Roman Catholic commentary 


The Roman Catholic weekly paper, the "Rheinische Merkur", comments on the can- 
cellation of the all-—German rally of lay Protestants in Thuringia and how this may 
affect German Catholics. It is planned to hold a Catholic ccnference in Eastern 
Germany in 1958. 


ig 
cn! 


17 - May 3rd, 1957 | ge 3 fe 


- 
_ If the government of the DDR should adopt a friendlier attitude towards the 
jatholics, writes the paper, they should not accept what had been refused to their 
Srotestant brethren, The "Rheinische Merkur" thinks it possible that the govern- 
nent of Eastern Germany may be trying to split the solidarity which exists between 
she Christian confessions, by discriminatory treatment. "The Catholics would not 
agree to this", says the paper; this solidarity between Christians is one of the 
\difficult achievements which form the basis of a better future for us all". 

| BePeSe, Geneva 


POLAND WCC Representative Visits Churches 


Dr. Howard Schomer, WCC secretary for Inter-Church Aid in Europe, returned on 
\pril 19 from an eight-day visit to Polish churches. It was the first time a re- 
presentative of the World Council of Churches had visited Poland since 1948. Each 
sroup offered him an opportunity to become personally acquainted with its develop- 
ment over the last years and its work at the present hour. In a plenary session 
of the Polish Ecumenical Council, Dr. Schomer was asked in turn to tell the story 
of the World Council development since the First Assembly in 1948. 


Seven denominations belong to the Ecumenical Council of the Churches of Poland, 
Dr. Schomer reported, of which two are to date member churches of the World Council 
of Churches, The council has recently appointed a commission which is to prepare 
a formal constitution and by-laws looking toward its recognition as an asso- 
Clation under Polish law. 


A representative of a second commission just named by the council will attend 
the Annual Consultation of the WCC's Division of TInter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees at Eastbourne, England, from May 31 to June 5. This commission will pre- 
sent requests for inter-church aid from all the member churches of the Polish 


Eeumenical Council. 
ts 
Dr. Schomer reported that the churches belonging to the Ecumenical Council 


are: the Augsburg Evangelical Church, with 175,000 members; the Polish Catholic 
(Old Catholic) Church, 95,400; the Methodist Church, with membership reports vary- 
ing from 15,000 to 20,000; the Mariavites, 33,000; the United Evangelical Church, 
7,250; the Baptist Church, 6,000; and the Reformed Church, 5,000. lore than 29 
lion of the 30 million people in Poland are baptised Roman Catholics. The auto- 
phalous Orthodox Church in Poland, which maintains fraternal relations with the 
Olish Ecumenical Council, has risen in strength since the end of the war, due to 
population movements, from 300,000 to 500,000, 


4 The United Evangelical Church is the result of a recent merger of five small 
Mission groups, it is reported. They are: the Free Brethren, the Entschiedene 
Aristen, the Evangelical Christians, the Pentecostalists and the Church of Christ. 


The Ecumenical Council held its reconstituting meeting a few months ago. Since 
then regular work conferences have been held and theological and practical questions 
ave been dealt with in the form of reports and conclusions, and a special theolo- 
ical department has been set up. Still under discussion are two themes, " Prosely- 
Zism as an ecumenical problem', and "The role of women in church life". 


During his visit, Dr. Schomer had a conference with Director Lech of the 
Ministry of cults in the Polish Democratic Republic, who made it clear that the 
Olicy of his government is to guarantee equality of rights to all faiths regard- 
less of the size of the different churches. 


On Palm Sunday Dr, Schomer spoke at Holy Trinity Lutheran church in Warsaw to 
@ congregation of 500, In September 1956, this building was returned to the church 
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“by the government. It had been taken over late in 1940 with the intention of devot- 
ying it to secular purposes. On Palm Sunday afternoon Dr Schomer preached at an 
"ecumenical service in the Reformed church in Warsaw in which representatives of all 


“the member churches of the Polish Ecumenical Council took part, HePeSe, Geneva 
: GERMANY Strong Church Support for Nuclear Scientists 


" (Berlin) - "we are deeply moved that German scientists have put conscience before 
all other considerations, basing their decision on a genuine scientific ethic and 
5on their ultimate sense of responsibility." 


This statement was the reaction of eight church leaders and theologians in 
“Western Germany to the protest made by West German nuclear physicists against arm- 
“ing eae troops with atomic weapons. 


’ A telegram was sent to Professor Otto Hahn, director of the Max Planck Insti- 

Dtute in Gottingen, by Dr. Martin Niemdller (iesbaden), Dr. Hans Stempel (Speyer), 

Propst Heinrich Grilber (Berlin), Dr. Gustav Heinemann (Essen), Professor Helmuth 

"Gollwitzer and Professors Hans Joachim Iwand (Bonn), Heinrich Vogel and Martin 
Fischer (Berlin). 


The telegram said: "Recognising that the production and use cf weapons of mass 
pdestruction cannot be justified whatever the end in view, we thank the 18 nuclear 
“scientists for the service which they have rendered to the German people and to 
humanity by warning them against arming the German military forces with atomic 
_weapons,!! 


A similar statement was made by the deans of the six theological faculties in 
Eastem Germany and the Protestant bishops in the German Democratic Republic. It 
is signed by Professor Heinrich Vogel (Berlin), Dr. Arno Lehmann (Halle), Dr. Hans 
Bardtke (Leipzig), Pastor Werner Schmauch (Greifswald), Dr. Gerhard Gloege (Jena) 
vand Dr. Gottfried Quell (Rostock), and reads: 


"We thank the nuclear scientists in Western Germany for their warning against 
Narming the German military forces with nuclear weapons. We also thank the nuclear 
scientists in Eastern Germany for their warning against the continuation of atom- 
ybomb experiments. We wholeheartedly agree with the Synod of the EXD and with the. 
“ecumenical movement as a whole in radically conderning weapons of mass destruction, 
They are misuses of God's gifts of human intelligence and of the forces of nature. 
they are a betrayal of man, who is created in God's image and for whom Christ died 
sand rose from the dead. They are blasphemies against the goodness of the Creator, 
‘We warm people against collaborating in the use of these weapons or giving way to 
irresponsible indifference and resignation about them. These weapons are a menace 
%o the whole world, not only in the present generation but also to our children 
end our children's children. Everyone must play his part in ensuring that these 
Weapons of mass destruction are banned and abolished by all nations," 


> The statement by the deans of the theological faculties was also supported 
by Bishop Otto Dibelius (Berlin), Dr. Moritz Mitzenheim (Hisenach), Dr. Hans 
Jdanicke (ilagdeburg), Dr. Gottfried Noth (Dresden), Dr. Niklot Beste (Schwerin), 
Dr. Friedrich-iilhelm Krummacher (Greifswald), Dr. Ernst Hornig (G6rlitz) and - 
Oberkirchenrat Friedrich Schroter (Dessau). They declared themselves "in agree- 
ment with this statement and with the decisions of our Synods..e that all weapons 
of mass destruction should be abolished", 


i 


The Church Fellowship in the Rhineland, which has a membership of 140 pastors 
and many lay Christians, at its recent conference at Wermelskirchen, discussed the 
‘Protest of the nuclear scientists in Western Germany and once again drew attention 
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to the message of the World Council of Churches at Evanston in 1954, and to the 
theological declaration of the Synod of the EKD in June, 1956. "We are going to 
Stir up the conscience of the people under our care, so that they perceive that 

the production or use of weapons of mass destruction cannot be justified, no matter 
what the purpose," they said. 


"We have no right to menace the lives of millions of people, even for the sake 
®t freedom or social justice, for life belongs to God." It was an illusion to 
expect. weapons of mass destruction to maintain life, peace and freedom. The cruci- 
fied and risen Christ was the Lord of all the powers, including the powers of the 
20th century. The group pledged themselves "not to take a single step in the direc- 


tion of atomic armament." HeP.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY Bishop Says Control of Atom Depends on Human Rights 


(Gorlitz) - Dr. Ernst Hornig of Gorlitz, bishop of the Evangelical Church of Silesia, 
ain East Germany (DDR), has written to Dr. Werner Eggerath, Secretary of State for 
Church Affairs in the DDR, suggesting bases for effective prohibition of atomic 
Weapons and for reducing international tension. Bishop Hornig's suggestions were 

“in response to a written request sent by the Secretary of Stete to the Protestant 
‘bishops in the DDR urging them "to recommend the clergy under their jurisdiction 

‘to speak in their Easter sermons about responsibility to our nation and our people, 
‘and to request them to seek the banning of atomic weapons as a method of mass 
‘destruction of life and health in Germany, and to make use of the tremendous oppor- 
‘tunities for the peaceful use of neclear energy". 


Bishop Hornig wrote to the Secretary of State: "I share the serious anxiety: 
lof wide circles of our people in face of the menace of nuclear weapons. The Evan- 
‘gelical Church has repeatedly given clear warnings about this danger and advocated 
‘international peace based on respect for human rights. I see with growing concern 
‘that both Eastern and Western power-blocs are continuing atomic experiments and, 
I believe, both sides are still producing atomic weapons." 


— 


In view of this "tremendous threat to the whole human race! and in view of the 
present world situation, the bishop said that "any attempt to prohibit the manu- 
‘facture, storage and use of nuclear weapons was at least for the present based on 

fa delusion, The first step was rather to urge that all governments without distine- 
‘tion submit to strict interational control in the production of atomic weapons 

"and atomic energy generally. "This strict control is all the more essential", the 
bishop continued, "because atomic energy produced for peaceful purposes can at any 
time be turned to military purposes. The Assembly of the United Nations should 
appoint an international authority for the control of atomic energy with such full 
"powers that none of the states can elude it. This is the only possible basis for 


‘an effective ban on atomic weapons." 


The effectiveness of such a far-reaching step was dependent on a reduction in 
‘international tension, "I see no other way," writes Bishop Hornig, "except the 
‘resolute restoration of human rights in all the nations where they are still re- 
‘stricted, under whatever government those people may live." The first right was 

‘the right of all peoples to choose their own government. In this connection Bishop 
Homig referred to a statement made by the Central Committee of the World Council 
“of Churches last summer in Hungary: "People must be free to choose by whom and in 
what way they wish to be governed. They must be free to obey the dictates of their 
“consciences/'The bishop said that the effective control of atomic energy was in- 
“Gissolubly bound up with respect for human rights; the two things were indispensable 


Steps towards world peace, 


A few weeks ago the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (which includes 
all the Evangelical "Landeskirchen" in both the Hastern and Western parts of the 
5 country) also protested against the production of atomic weapons, the continuation 
: of atomic experiments, and the increasing application of nuclear energy for military 
_ purposes (see EPS No.11), E.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA African Priest Preaches in White Church 


A step described as one of "major importance to freedom of worship in South 
Africa" took place in Capetown early last month when for the first time in the 
history of the Dutch Reformed Church an African clergyman preached to a white con- 
 gregation, 


More than 800 whites crowded into a small suburban Dutch Reformed church in 
Capetown to hear the Rev. Willem Xaluva of Kokstad. Many Dutch Reformed clergymen 
' and members of parliament were in the congregation. 


. At the same time, Anglican authorities put a sign in front of St. George's 
) cathedral in Capetown reading: "This cathedral is open to all men and women of all 
' races to all services at all times." 


The cathedral is only a stone's throw from the House of Assembly where the 

| controversial Native Laws Amendment Bill just passed its third and final reading, 

| despite opposition from many churches and the National Christian Council. The bill 
must still be passed by the Senate. The bill gives the government the right to 

FAs.) Africans from worshipping with whites. (See EPS Nos. 10, 11, 13, 14 and 

|) 15/16.) 


The Very Rev. Tod. Savage, dean of Capetown, said the cathedral sign was "not 
put up as a protest against anything but as a positive statement of where we stand 

and have stood in the past. It represents the policy of this church since 33 A.D. 

| We thought it a good time to remind people of it." 


At a protest meeting against the legislation, Dean Savage warned the govern- 
ment that "its wrong laws on apartheid are forcing law-abiding citizens to break 
| the law", d 
In Durban 2,000 whites and non-whites,attending a protest meeting arranged by 
' a committee of Christian laymen, adopted a resolution saying that the government 
“has no rightful authority to enact legislation which in any way detracts from the 
freedom of man's converse with God", B.P.S-e, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Maoris Want Church Union Speeded Up 


. The Maori Section of the National Council of Churches of New Zealand has issued 
a statement urging that church union in New Zealand be speeded up, pointing out 

that "nowhere in New Zealand does the confusion of our divisions rest more heavily 

' than in the Maori field". 


The Maori people, original inhabitants of New Zealand, form an important sec- 
_ tion of the population. They je rticipate actively in church and political life. 


Represented in the section are Maori groups belonging to the Church of England 
in New Zealand, the Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Congregational and other 
Major Protestant groups and a large number of small sects. 


; The statement, which will be discussed by Maori and NCC officials on July 23, 
stressed that union among the parent churches would accelerate union among the 
Maori groups. 
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"We appeal to our leaders, for thé sake of a Christian New Zealand, to seek 
God's guidance toward greater unity as an urgent, pressing matter," the statement 
Said. "We share with the younger churches in the mission field of the world a grow- 
ing impatience with the slowness of movement among the parent churches toward 
anion," , 


ri Members of four denominations in New Zealand - the Methodist, Presbyterian, 
and Congregational churches and the Associated Church of Christ - are to vote on 
the question of union in June, But the vote will be on principle only. 

if KePeSe, Geneva 


Current Work in the Division of Ecumenical Action 


From time to time EPS is publishing information about the ongoing work 
of the divisions and departments of the World Council of Churches (see 
EPS No. 4 for a similar round-up of the Study Division). 


This new Division, created at the Evanston Assembly, includes the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey and three Departments - Youth, Laity, and Cooperation of — 
and Women in Church and Society. 


At the Ecumenical Institute the fifth annual session of the Graduate School 

lof Ecumenical studies ended in February. It was attended by 27 students from 15 
ountries. In liarch there were conferences for students holding ecumenical scholar- 
hips in Switzerland and for fraternal workers associated with enterprises of the 
Inter-Church Aid Division and other Christian international organisations working 
in Europe, The April programme included conferences for philosophers and theologians 
on the basis of ethics (April 1-5), and a consultation of sociologists and theo- 
logians on the contribution of sociology to the Church's understanding of itself 

and of its task, which was organised in cooperation with the Department of Church 
and Society of the Division of Studies (April 8-12). From April 26 to May 15 there 
Will be special conferences in Berlin under the leadership of staff from the Ecu- 
menical Institute, On May 20-24 there will be a consultation on evangelism and the 
structure of the Church. (Full details of the summer programme can be obtained 

from the Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de Bossey, Céligny, near Geneva, Switzerland.) 


Pastor Bengt-Thure Molander, executive secretary of the Youth Department, com- 
pleted in February a three months! visit to Latin America as leader of an ecumenical 
youth team, The visit showed that the Protestant youth movements in Latin America 
would welcome help from churches elsewhere, especially in leadership training, 

Bible study and publications, 


The Committee of the Youth Department met at the end of February in Pennsyl- 
vania and made plans for World Youth Projects for 1958. (World Youth Projects is a 
Means by which younger people in churches can participate directly in various foms 
of inter-church aid, ) 


For the sixth successive year the Youth Department, in cooperation with the 
German Ecumenical Youth Council, has organised a conference in Berlin for Chris- 
tian youth leaders from East Germany (DDR) and from Western Burope, The dates are 
April 26 to May 3. 


The Rev. Philip Potter, secretary of the Youth Department, will be taking part 
an the consultation on the Caribbean area which is being organised by the IMC and 
the World Council of Christian Education at Puerto Rico, from May 17 to 24, 


Hy Madeleine Barot, executive secretary of the Department on the Cooperation of 
Men and ifomen in Church and Society, visited Algeria recently to study the possibility 
of setting up an ecumenical team there to work in the Kasbah of Algiers among the 
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illiterates, and especially women. She has also visited Tunisia and reports that 


_ the newly-independent country welcomes relations with international organisations, 


including Christian ones, and the women's organisations are especially pleased to 


_ have visitors; they are trying hard to help women to become better educated, to 


train for skilled jobs and to pass through the difficult stage of "unveiling", 


' which creates all kinds of social and psychological problems. 


The department is involved in the final preparations for the consultation on 


' "The Renewal of the Church", to be held jointly with the Department on the Laity 


in the United States next summer. More than 150 participants will attend. 


The department is making plans for a consultation on "Women's Responsibility 
in Africal', to be held in Nigeria in January 1958, in connection with the All- 
Africa Conference sponsored by the IiiC. 

The Department of the Laity is currently involved in consultations on two 
"important and exciting issues", 


On April 28 and 29 at Farnham, England, a consultation on "Laymen Working 


' Abroad! was held. The executive secretary of the department, the Rev. Hans-Ruedi 


Weber, points out that it is more and more being recognised that the life and 
work of technicians, business men, civil servants, and others, coming from so- 
called Christian countries in the West to work for a period in non-Christian en- 
vironments in Africa, Asia and Latin America, is of great importance to the world 
mission of the Church. For some years a number of persons and groups have been 
trying to help the lay men and women going abroad to see their Christian respon- 
sibility. The consultation in England was called by the department to bring to- 
gether some of the people involved in the venture and provide an ecumenical plat- 
form for further exchange of experience and study. 


"The imaginative ways of preparing the laity for their ministry in the world! 
will be the subject of a study and a consultation this month in the Netherlands, 
organised by the department and the Dutch lay training centre, Kasteel Oud Poel- 
geest. Director weber says: "Imagination plays a decisive role in the daily life 
and work of our world and therefore in the life and work of lay men and women, 
But the traditional ways of preparing the laity for their ministry in the world 
(catechism, teaching and preaching) seem to ignore this fact. we are therefore 
going to investigate the significance of imagination in the life and work of in- 
dividual Christians and the Christian community.'"' The study course on the "Art of 
Imagination" will be held from May 7 to 12 at Oegstgeest, Netherlands, followed by 
the consultation on May 12 to 15. 


The Director of the Division, the Rev. Francis H. House, has recently visited 
England, the Netherlands and Germany to discuss ways in which the mandate of the 
Division to assist the member churches in the "ecumenical education" of their 
members could best be fulfilled. It is expected that the question of the respon- 
sibilities of the World Council for ecumenical education will come before the 
Central Committee this summer. 


Dr. Oscar Lee, head of the race relations department of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA, has just completed a "reconnaissance" con- 


cerned with ways in which the World Council should help churches to bear their 


Christian.witness in situations of racial and ethnic tensions. In the course of 
the reconnaissance, Dr. Lee visited the Rhodesias, Kenya, Pakistan, India, Ceylon, 
and Singapore. His findings will be discussed by the Central Committee of the 
World Council this summer. HePede, Geneva 
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In Brief 


A group of 155 delegates and observers attended the third Congress of the 8 
national YWCAs in South America this winter, discussing the theme, "Women facing 
the reality of modern life". Suggestions were made for orienting the YWCA programme 
to help the spiritual, cultural and physical level of women. 
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An international seminar, sponsored by the World YiCA, the YwCA of Canada and 


the YwCA of the United States, was held in New York late in March at the same time as 


the United Nations! Commission on the Status of Women was holding its eleventh 
session. The theme was "How can we affect action in respect to the political, eco- 
nomic and social problems of wcemen on the local, national and world level?" Parti- 
cipants attended meetings of the UN commission. 
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Metropolitan Nikolaus of Krutizy and Kolomna, head of the Foreign Office of 
the Russian Orthodox Church of the Patriarchate in Moscow, member of the Holy Synod, 
sent personal vreetings to a number of leaders in the ecumenical movement at Easter. 


S42 MM 
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Dr. Julius Dopfner, the new Roman Catholic Bishop of Berlin, has started his 


_ first itinerary in the north of the German Democratic Republic. On Sunday, April 


28, he visited the Protestant Bishop of Pomerania, Dr. Friedrich-Vilhelm Krummacher 
(Greifswald). Some weeks ago, Dr. Dépfner paid a visit to Bishop Dibelius (see EPS 


| Mo, 13), 
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The all-German conference of over 70 Protestant student chaplains which was to 
have been held in Wittenberg had to be transferred to West Berlin, because the 
authorities in the Eastern Zone refused to grant entry permits to the delegates from 


| Western Germany. The conference was finally held at the i/ilhelm Weskamm House, the 
student club belonging to the Roman Catholic Church in West Berlin. 


os St 
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At the last general assembly of the cardinals and archbishops of France, it 
was decided to create a new body called "The French Workers! Mission", Canon Bonnet 
was placed in charge of the new offices. The purpose of the Workers' Mission is to- 
continue the werk of the worker-priests on a different basis, Their work was inter- 


rupted three years ago as the result of a decision by the Pope. 


An International Jewish Bible Society has been formed in Jerusalem to publish 
materials for Bible study among Jewish groups throughout the world, The first project 
will deal with the Book of Isaiah. The society also plans to organise Bible circles | 
to "reintroduce the Bible into secular Jewish homes", 


ae zis 


A total of 744 of the 1,886 colleges and universities in the United States are 
controlled by religious groups, according to’ the US Office of Education, There are 
474 Protestant institutions; 265 Roman Catholic; and five Jewish. 

Ee Pode, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Toward "Presbyterian Bishops" and "Anglican Elders"? 


A group composed of representatives from the Church of England, the Church of 
Scotland, the Presbyterian Church in England and the Episcopal Church in Scotland 
has made unanimous proposals for unifying the ministries of Anglican and Presby- 
terian churches in the British Isles, The recommendations are contained in a report 
issued by the group at the end of April, and would, if adopted, have far-reaching 

‘effects on future conversations between churches of these types in many parts of 
the world, 


The report suggests that ''the Church cannot adequately fulfil its ministry of 
reconciliation in the world so long as it manifestly fails to heal and reconcile 
its own divisions... In the present conversations,'' it says, "we have renounced, 
and believe that the churches concerned should renounce, the method of selecting 
and measuring such faults and errors in past history as might be judged to be 
responsible for our present divisions, These matters have been investigated fre- 
quently, and complete agreement on them is not to be expected at this stage in 
history. It is acknowledged that mistakes have been made on both sides and that 
Over the generations attitudes tending to bitterness and strife have been not in- 
frequent, but the time has come when the voice of mutual recrimination should be 
Silent...". 


Commenting on the status of its proposals, the document goes on: "We have made 
What we recognise to have been no more than an exploratory survey. In its course 
problems have been raised which we have deliberately set aside or not discussed to 
@ conclusion, recognising that the time for dealing with them will not be before 
the churches resolve to go beyond the stage of ‘conversing! about unity and begin 
to plan it." 


"The modifications suggested,'' the report continues, "do not envisage one single 
Whurch of Great Britain! but rather a Church of England and a Church of Scotland 
in full communion with one another in the one Church of Christ; nor do they involve 
a uniformity of life and worship throughout these churches but rather the freedom 
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of each church under God to continue and develop in its own full inheritances of 
Blife and worship ‘throughout its parishes and congregations. What is envisaged is 
a fullness of sacramental communion between these two churches, involving fully 
authorised interchange of communicants and mutual recognition of ministries," 


"Bishops Cr Chosen by Presbytery 


g It is then proposed that bishops should be consecrated within the Presbyter- 
ian churches represented in the conversations, 


"Bishops, chosen by each Presbytery from its own tian SY ed or otherwise, 


oo. one or more of the Episcopal churches and wy the Bee baat acting through 

| appointed representatives, Thus consecrated, each bishop would be within the 
apostolic succession as acknowledged by ers cea on the one hand and as required 
)oy Presbyterians on the other. The Presb: tery would still retain its full and 
pessential-place in the life and government of the church, except that a permanent 
'Bishop~in~Presbytery would take the place of the eae Moderator. The General 
Assembly would retain its full existing authority in doctrine, administration, 
picgislation, and judicature. 


"Bishops would be members of the General Assembly without constituting an 
Upper House, although decisions on doctrinal and constitutional matters might 
well have to require their consent. In the event of the Church of Scotland adopt= 
ing such an office of Bishop, adjustment between its Episcopate and that of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland wovld form an important part of a religious recon- 
sciliation between these churches. Thus, changes in the Scottish churches leading 
ito intercommunion would already be so great as to go a long way towards the 
“point of actual union. Similarly, bishops consecrated for the Presbyterian Church 
of England would from the first be closely linked with the existing Episcopate 
Hin England, so that the bishop's office would be clearly exhibited as a bond of 
unity." 


ley Elders in Anglican Churches 


Describing how Anglican laymen would be ordained to the traditicnal govern- 
fing office of elder, as in Presbyterian churches, the report goes on to say that 
Mlay perscns would be solemnly 'set apart' for some measure of pastoral respon- 
sibility towards their fellow-Christians, in an office akin to the Presbyterian 
Hldership. Lay people would be given appropriate participation in the government 
of the church at all levels... In England, at the provincial and national levels, 
the bishops would retain their existing authority and place as an Upper House 
Within each convocation. Steps would be taken, however, to include in or associate 
With the Convocation of each Province a House of Laity, 


"Further, efforts would be made to procure a wider and more effective lay 
representation in the Church Assembly and to revise the relationship between 
the Convocations and the Church Assembly viewed as a National Synod." 


The committee recommends that no action or decision be taken immediately 
by the four churches, beyond commending the report for careful study, but that 
@t a later stage "the four churches, if they all agree, should make together a 
Solemn resolve to seek reconciliation and unity. with one another", Its members 
advise prayers by members of all the churches for reconciliation and unity, with 
a Special Day of Prayer on a given Sunday each year. In the event of a solemn 


resolve in the sense indicated the committee recommend the following steps: 
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"The appropriate authorities in the two Episcopal Churches should sanction, 
where this has not already been done, the extending of invitations to duly accre- 
dited ministers of the two Presbyterian Churches to preach in churches belonging 
to their communion, as also the acceptance by their clergy of invitations to 
preach in Presbyterian pulpits. They should also give formal sanction to the 
admission, on an occasional basis and subject to the consent of the Ordinary (as 
Anglican usage demands),of communicant members of the Presbyterian Churches to 
Holy Communion in their churches, 


The report will be presented to the convocations of Canterbury and York when 
they next meet, and at the Church Assembly of the Church of England in May, dis+ 
cussion is expected to be deferred until the proposals can be considered for some 
time throughout the church. The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland is 
also to receive the report this summer and will probably be asked to refer detail- 
ed consideration of its contents to its Inter-Church Relations Committee. After 
this it will probably be discussed at the 1958 assembly of the Church of Scotland. 


The world-wide Lambeth conference of Anglican bishops in 1958 will have to 
consider the suggestions made, probably through its discussions on Anglicanism 
and the ecumenical movement, 


Anglican representatives on the body that drew up the proposals included 
the Bishops of Derby (Dr. A.E.J. Rawlinson), Exeter (Dr, R.C. Mortimer), Man- 
chester (Dr. W.D.L. Greer), and Leicester (Dr. R.R. Williams). 


From the Church of Scotland the delegation included Dr, A.C. Craig, of- 
Glasgow University, Dr. John Baillie, former Principal of New College, Edin- 
burgh, and Dr. William Manson, of Edinburgh. 


The delegation of the Episcopal Church in Scotland was led by the Bishop of 
Brechin (Dr. E. Graham) and the English Presbyterians by Principal R.D. Whiteborn 
of Westminster College, Cambridge. 


The report has been published by the Society for the Propagation of Chris- 
tian Knowledge. HePeSe, Geneva 


Karl Barth on Nuclear Weapons 


(Basle) - The recent warnings given by Dr. Albert Schweitzer and by leading 
German nuclear scientists against the continued manufacture of atomic weapons 
and atomic explosions are causing wider circles to make statements on the 
problem. 


A West Berlin newspaper asked Professor Karl Barth, the famcus Swiss theo- 
logian, to give his opinion. In response, Professor Barth speaks directly and in 
his personal capacity, urging people not to accept any denials and empty promises 
offered by political authorities or by the "political press". People "must take 
the matter into their own hands," he writes."They must make their governments 
and their press understand, by every means in their power, that they do not wish 
to be exterminated nor to exterminate others - not even in defence of the 'free 
world! nor in defence of socialism." In both iJest and East people must revolt 
against the madness which is running amok, They should thereby create a political 
factor of primary importance, with which governments and the press would have 


to reckon. "It is not a question of principles, ideologies and systems," says 


cm % 


Karl Barth, "nor is it a question of power, It is a question of life md death. 
It is a question of man. People must insist on the application of plain common 
sense before it is too late," 
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More German Voices / 


At the close of the bishops! conference held by the United Evangelical 
Iutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) near Munich, Dr. Hanns Lilje of Hanover (head 
bishop of the VELKD and president of the lutheran World Federation) preached a 
sermon in which he said: "As a Protestant church we have agreed at least ten 
times during the last few years that nuclear weapons must be abolished, that 
atomic experiments must be stopped, and that something realistic must be done 
- all nuclear weapons must be abandoned." A simple appeal to reason must remain 
a mere phrase as long as people's hearts remained unchanged. 


At its conference in Hamburg from May 19 to 23, the Lutheran General Synod 
in Germany, in response to a suggestion from the Bavarian Synod, will also 
tackle the question of the Church's attitude to nuslear weapons and to the menace 
which they constitute for the human race. 


At a cenference for pastors of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia held at 
Dortmund, the question of equipping the German armed forces with nuclear weapons 
and the continuance of atom-bomb experiments was also discussed. By a large 
majority a resolution was drawn up warning people "not to cooperate in this, nor 
to drift into irresponsible indifference and resignation, This danger menaces 
not only the present generation but also our children and grandchildren, and 
every single individual must do his part to ensure the complete abolition of 
weapons of mass destruction." 


In an address to a meeting of members of the German Students! Association in 
Bonn, the German physicist, Professor Carl Friedrich von Weizacker, included 
theologians in his appeal. He said, "You are the custodians of the only truth 
which goes deeper than the truth of science, on which the atomic age is based. 


_ You are the custodians of the knowledge about the nature of man, which goes 


deeper than the rationalism of modern times, That truth will carry conviction 
wherever it is lived." Weizacker is one of the scientists who signed the "Got- 
tinger Declaration" (see EPS No, 17). In his view, scientists believe that 
political calculations alone will not save the world from destroying itself 
With nuclear weapons, and that there are some things which should not be decided 
by political considerations at all. 


British Baptists Protest 


In the United Kingdom, the Baptist Union appealed to the British government 
"to make renewed and urgent efforts to reach agreement with the governments of 
the United States and Russia for the prohibition of the manufacture of atomic 
and hydrogen bombs" and urged "the cessation of all tests", An amendment, call- 
ing on Great Britain to abandon nuclear tests, failed.by a narrow margin, 


Visser 't Hooft Meets Hammarskjold 


Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
called on Mr. Dag Hammarskjold, secretary-general of the United Nations, during 
the latter's short stay in Geneva. The UN secretary-general was assured again of 
"the concern and prayers of the iJorld Council of Churches in the burdens and 
responsibilities of his high office", Among issues discussed was the attitude of 
the churches and the World Council with regard to the atomic tests. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft was accompanied by Dr. Elfan Rees, representative in 
Europe of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, the arm of the 
ecumenical bodies which has consultative status with the United Nations. 


i 
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Ecumenical Statements Recalled 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches issued its first 
warning on atomic weapons in 1950. There followed statements on the same sub ject 
by the Evanston Assembly (1954) and by the Central Committee at its meeting in 
Davos (1955) and Galyatetd (1956). 


(See also statements made by the churches of Japan, the British Council of 
Churches, the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany, and by many German 


bishops and theologians - EPS Nos. 11, 12, 14, 17, 195%) . E.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE Christian Protest against "Nationalist Idolatry" 


(St. Etienne) - The Movement for Social Christianity in France has drawn atten- 
tion to the dangers of nationalism and "political pseudo-realism! in the final 
appeal of a statement on international Christian responsibility issued at the 
close of its national conference held at the end of pay an 


The statement says: "ie must free ourselves and our brothers from nationalist 
idolatry, which is one of the most insidious forces in contemporary paganism. 
Next to the worship of money, nationalism is the most exacting and the most anti- 
Christian of the pagan religions of our time. It devours people morally and phy- 
Sically. We set ourselves against attributing sacredness or absolute value to any 
group whatsoever." 


The movement's national congress goes on to say: "le have to note the com- 
plete failure of political pseudo~realisn, which despises or denies moral 
_values. In actual fact it is a short-sighted view of things backed up by myths, 
which leads to under-estimation of the value of one's adversary as human being. 

Thus it shuts itself up in sterile lies. True realism sees people as they really 
are and does not temporise with law or justice. Above all it means love." 


Declaring that an international organisation more effective than the United 
Nations must assume supra-national responsibility and "create federal structures 
going beyond nationalism and taking the place of the precarious balance between 
the two power blocs" the Congress supported the movements for European economic 
cooperation and Euratom, 
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In advocating the trend to aid underdeveloped colonial countries the state- 
“ment of the congress underlined the necessity for the new nations to avoid "the 
Beouble seduction of nationalism and violence". "But," continued the delcaration, 
“it is no longer a question of imposing on peoples nee is good for thems; what we 
- do now is to cooperate with them in seeking their good," 


M,. Maurice Voge, general secretary of the movement, in his report said, 
"While humanity is at the mercy of crises of famine, ape nationalist, cultural 
and racial strife, Christendom seems to be retiring into its entrenched liturgic- 
‘al and clerical positions. It seems to be abandoning man, society and the world 
Bio the powers which are preparing the end of the world." 

Other speakers included M. Philippe Maury, general secretary of the World's 
‘Student Christian Federation, on "International Crises and Christian Unity", and 
Professor N.G. Grespy of Montpellier, who said: "God came to earth to share the 
lot of men, and He leads us to perceive that they are our neighbours and our 
“brothers; whether they are communists or capitalists, fellaghas or soldiers, 

the Christian sees in each of them a person to be loved." 
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The congress was attended by 150 participants, among them observers from 


parallel Roman Catholic movements, HiePsSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Southern Presbyterians Deplore Racial Bias 


(Birmingham) - The Southern Presbyterian Church voted an indictment of all forms 

_ of racial segregation in a 4,000-word pronouncement, adopted at the closing ses- 
sion of its Ninety-Seventh Assembly on April 30 in Birmingham, Alabama, The docu- 
ment, considered by many observers as one of the strongest statements on racial 
tension ever made by a major Southern church body, was adopted with only a scatter-~ 
ing of negative votes. 


It defended the troubled interracial Koinonia community at Americus, Georgia; 
warned churchgoers against joining the Klu Klux Klan and White Citizens! Councils 
and condemned discrimination in education, employment, religion and politics. 


The statement said that members of the Koinonia community had been treated 
as "enemies of society because their experiment knows not barrier of colour" and 
cautioned Southerners against "trying to destroy those who dare to live by their 
Christian convictions, even though they may differ from them in their opinions". 
Whites and Negroes live, work and worship together on the 1,100-acre farm in south 
Georgia, The farm has been a target of violence for more than a year. 


On education, the assembly said that the Christian faith "has never coun- 
tenanced recial discrimination and the supreme law of the land requires that it 
no longer be practised in the public school system, Therefore, during this 
period of transition every member of the assembly is urged to work in his own 
community for an honest and durable adjustment," 


| Colonel Francis Pickens Miller of Charlottesville, Virginia, presented the 
statement to the 475 delegates. A layman, he is also a member of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


In other action, the assembly referred a proposal to unite with the Reformed 
Church in America to a special committee, for study and a report next year. 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States has about 850,000 members in 


16 southern states. E.P.5., Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Corporate Worship Problem Referred to Commission 


' (Pretoria) - The Transvaal Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church has voted that the 
Question of corporate worship of different races from different churches should 
be referred to a special commission. 


At a meeting late last month, the Synod also approved an eight~point state- 
ment on the attitude of the church towards the controversial Native Laws Amend- 
ment Bill, The statement, made public at the synod meeting, said, among other 
things: "When the state lays down provisions which limit attendance at services 
or bona fide religious gatherings arranged by the church, it affects freedom of 

' religion and the sovereignty of the church. Therefore, it is to the benefit of 
church and state that each should strictly confine itself to the task which through 
the word of God is entrusted to it, and the church is called upon to warn the 
state of the possible obstruction of the execution of the task of the church." 
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The document expressed regret that the Dutch Reformed Church and other 
churches did not pay attention earlier to the implications of the bill. The bill, 
which has been passed by the House of Assembly, gives the Minister of Native 
Affairs the right to regularise the attendance of Africans at church services in 
European areas (see EPS Nos, 11, 11, 13, 14, 15/16 and 17). 


The statement was adopted by the federal council of the church a month ago, 
but until the Synod meeting only four of the eight points had been made public. 
Dr. Ben Marais, professor of theology at Pretoria University, expressed regret 
that the whole statement had not been published earlier. The moderator of the 
church, the Rev. A.il. Meiring, told the Synod that after a delegation from the 
council visited the Minister of Native Affairs and he promised to amend the 
clause so that there would be no interference with fresdom of worship, the ob- 
jections were removed and the delegation did not publish the full eight points. 
The Synod approved the actions of the delegation. 


In other action regarding the bill, a group of 22 churches and social and 
charitable organisations issued a statement on May 4 in Cape Town saying that 
they will support each other if they are attacked by the government under the 
provisions of the bill. The groups have mixed membership or work with people of 
different racial groups. They agreed that the multiracial status quo has to be 
maintained and pledged themselves to mutual help. 


Churches represented were the Anglicans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Congregationalists and the Society of Friends; among other organisations were the 
South African Institute of Race Relations, Toc F, the Black Sash and several 


charitable organisations, EeP.Se, Geneva 
HUNGARY Bishop Ordass Invited to Sweden, Denmark 


Bishop Lajos Ordass, head of the lutheran Church in Hungary, has been in- 
vited to visit Sweden and Denmark on his way to the Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation this summer in the United States. Bishop Ordass, who once 
studied in Sweden, was invited by Archbishop Brilioth of Uppsala and Bishop 
Fuglsang-Damgaard of Copenhagen, 


Bishop Ordass has not definitely replied to the invitation yet because his 
travel plans to the U.S. have not been settled. He is to give the opening address 
at. the LwF Assembly in Minneapolis, Minnesota,on August 15. 


Reports from Budapest say Bishop Ordass will also attend a meeting in Den- 
mark this month of thirty European churches participating in a meeting of 


European churchmen (see page 8). B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED SLATES Methodists Join Plea for Continuation of 


Hungarian Resettlement 


(New York) - Prompt Congressional action to’continue United States participation 
in programmes for the resettlement of Hungarians and "other victims of oppres- 
sion" has been urged by the Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief, 


Dr. Gaither P, Warfield, general secretary of MCOR, wrote to congressional 
committees on behalf of his agency, asking for legislation that would "regularise" 
the status of Hungarian refugees admitted on parole, admit "an additional share" 
of Hungarian refugees remaining in countries of first asylum, "facilitate the 
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admission of orphans adopted or to be adopted by Americans", and admit "an 
additional number of refugees found in small groups around the world", 


MCOR asked Methodists to write to their congressmen assuring them of "whole~ 
hearted support of measures which will effectively meet the immediate situation", 


Earlier, the executive committee of the National Lutheran Council approved 


a statement endorsing President Eisenhower's call for "prompt action" to revise- 


and improve American immigration policy. Adoption of the President's recommenda= 
tion, the NLC said, "would be in accord with a humane immigration policy con~ 
sistent with our national tradition". The statement also had been approved by 
39 voluntary agencies, welfare and labour organisations associated with the 


American Immigration Conference, H.P.Se, Geneva 
DENMARK European Church Leaders to Meet in Denmark 


leaders from 30 churches in eleven different countries will attend a confe- 
rence of Kuropean churches which is to be held from May 27 to 31 at Liselund 
(near Slagelse, Denmark), at the invitation of the "Brussels Conference! (see 


_ EPS No. 39, 1955). The "Brussels Conference" was founded in 1955 and is under 


the leadership of Prases Ernst Wilm (Bielefeld) and Dr. Emmen (The Hague). 


It aims at promoting closer ccntact between the European churches, including 
' the churches beyond the Iron Curtain. The ccnference was originally to be held 
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in Vienna, It will be attended by delegates from France, Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Switzerland. The Danish 
Church and the British Council of Churches will send observers. The conference 
will deal especially with questions of evangelism and possibilities of still 


_ closer cooperation between the European churches. The speakers include Professor 


| Mehl (Strasbourg) and President Michelis (iarsaw). E.P.S., Geneva 
_ GERMANY Congregational and Palatinate Churches Conclude 


"Pulpit and Altar Fellowship" 


(Speyer) - In accordance with an agreement previously worked out between them, 


_ the United Church of the Palatinate and member bodies of the International Con~ 


gregational Council (see EPS No, 18, 1956) inaugurated complete fellowship in 


preaching and Holy Communion in a service held in the memoral church of Speyer 
on April 28. This is the building where the "Protestatior of Speyer" was made 


~ sat 


in 1529, giving the churches of the Reformation the name of Protestant. 


The liturgy was led by Oberkirchenrat Walter Ebrecht of the Palatinate 


Church. Dr. Maurice Watts of London, Moderator of the International Congrega- 
_ tional Council, preached and the sacrament was administered by Church President 


Dr. Hans Stempel of the Palatinate. 


The United Church of the Palatinate has 700,000 baptised members. The Inter- 
National Congregational Council includes Congregational and United churches in 
over forty countries. The process of conversation between the groups began when 


English congregations helped Palatinate church members by sending gifts of food 


"in 1945, E.P.Se, Geneva 
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In Brief 

Dr. Marcel. Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
was in Hungary from April 27 to 30, Back in Geneva, he reported that all the 
pastors imprisoned in March have been released. Dr. Pradervand also siid that 
Bishop Andor Enyedy, former bishop of the Tisza district, who was pensioned when 
the district was merged with the Trans-Tiszan district a few years ago, has been 
recalled as bishop of the reconstituted Tiszan District. During his visit Dr. 
Pradervand had talks with Pastor Murakoezy, director of the General Convent and 
other church officials, and with llr, Janos Horvath, president of the state office 
for Church Affairs. 
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A committee founded in Munich entitled "Free Week-End! has proposed that, 
for the purpose of promoting family life, the last week-end in every month should 
be kept free of all activities apart from religious reflection and restful re- 
creation. The president of the chancellery of the EKD, Dr. Heinz Brunotte of Hanover, 
has urged all church leaders, congregations and church organisations, to support 
these efforts. 


The Berlin daily "Potsdamer Tageszeitung West" reports that 375 "Jehovah's 
Witnesses" who had been imprisoned in the German Democratic Republic during the 
second half of 1956, have had their sentence of imprisonment remitted. 938 
members of this sect are said:'to be still in prison. 
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Last year 14,000 foreigners spent Haster in the ancient biblical cities of 
Israel and Jordan; this year there were only about 1,400. The reduction is 
ascribed to the political insecurity in the Near East. 


WW 


Pastor Jan Niewieczerzal, Warsaw Superintendent of the Reformed Church of 
Poland, has visited the general secretariat of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
and the World Council of Churches in Geneva, Today there are not more than 5,000 
members of the Polish Reformed Church, which suffered great losses during the 
last world war. The life of the Church in the Polish People's Republic is now 
able to develop freely again, but the small Reformed Church, which has only six 
pastors, needs considerable help from its sister-churches in other countries. 
(See also EPS No. 2). 
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Dr. Ilmari Salomies, Archbishop of Finland, is the first Scandinavian church 
leader to visit Israel at the invitation of the Israeli government. He was offi- 
Cially received in Jerusalem. During the last world war the Archbishop helped to 
save the lives of many persecuted Jews. 
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The discussion envisaged for April 29 between representatives of the churches 
in the German Democratic Republic and Mr, Werner Eggerath, the new Secretary of 
State for Church Affairs, has been indefinitely postponed. The Secretary of State 
had not invited Bishop Otto Dibelius or Propst Heinrich Gritber (the EXD repre- 
sentative to the Government of the German Democratic Republic) to this conference. 
The other bishops then decided not to go to the meeting themselves but to send 
representatives. 
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According to a report broadcast from Budapest, Bishop Laszlo Ravasz is no 
longer allowed to preach in Hungary. Last autumn and winter he had been allowed 
for a time to resume his work as Bishop of the Reformed Church. He is now living 
in seclusion in his country home, 
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It is reported from Hungary that Pastor Lajos Veto will be offered a post 
as Professor of Theology at the lutheran Theological Seminary in Budapest, Pastor 
Veto was appointed Bishop in 1940. He resigned last autumn when Lutheran Bishop 
lajos Ordass was rehabilitated and restored to office in the church. 


SZ SZ 


3¢ 3S 


Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, has said that the activities of 
"certain" sects will be restricted in Ghana despite constitutional guarantees 
of freedom of religion in the new nation, Specifically, he cited the Jehovah's 
Witnesses who, he said, do not take part in voting and refuse other civic respon- 
sibilities. 

% % 

Dr. Joseph Simonson, a former lutheran clergynan, has resigned as United 
States ambassador to Ethiopia, a post he had held since 1953. Dr. Simonson, one 
of the few clergymen to hold a high U.S. government post, was a pastor in 
Chicago and in St. Paul, Minnesota, for 20 years before becoming executive 

_ secretary for public relations of the National Lutheran Council in 1951. On his 

' way home Dr. Simonson visited the Lutheran World Federation and the World 

_ Council of Churches in Geneva. He did radio work at the LWF Assembly in Hanover 
ai L952. | 
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The Rev. Paul J. Mackensen Jr., a pastor of the American lutheran Church 
_ who was released recently after five years in a Chinese prison, has resigned as 
a lutheran missionary and decided to remain in China, In his letter of resigna- 
_ tion, Mr, Mackensen said he believed that "the personal motivation of wanting 
to work with the Chinese and trying to contribute to their peace, happiness and 
welfare is a good one, regardless of whether or not there are official diplomatic 
_ relations", 
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The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation will consider dis-- 
cussions with representatives of the lutheran Church-llissouri Synod about member-— 
ship in the Federation at its meeting in Northfield, Minnesota, on August 11-14, 
The meeting precedes the LiF Third Assembly in Ilinneapolis on August 15-25. The 
Missouri Synod last year declined an invitation to join the LiF but expressed 
its "willingness to meet with official representatives of the LiF to discuss all 
points in question", The Synod has appointed 15 persons to attend the assembly 
as official visitors, 
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The Archbishop of York, Dr, A.M. Ramsey, will give the inaugural address at 

_ the Anglican Eucharistic Congress in London in July, 1958. The four-day Congress 
will be the opening event of the Church Union's centenary year. The congress will 
_ examine contemporary problems in the light of the church's teaching, particularly 
in the field of eucharistic theology. . 
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The Rev. Fred S, Buschmeyer, an executive of the Congregational Christian 
Churches, has been elected to head the Washington, D.C.,office of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Headquarters of the NCC are in 
New York, but the Washington office handles affairs of the council as they 
relate to government and other agencies in the nation's capital, 
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Soichi Saito, former national general secretary of the YMCA in Japan, has 
been named Henry W. Luce Visiting Professor of World Christianity at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in New York for the 1957-58 academic year. Mr. Saito attended 
the second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1954, 


ae 4M 
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Three Spanish Baptist churches became self-supporting during the last half 
of 1956, according to reports received by Dr. George W. Sadler of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 


Sever Ap 
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Pope Pius XTI has assured liasatoshi Matsushita, special representative of 
the Japanese government, that he is in full sympathy with Japan's demands for 
the suspension of Britain's proposed hydrogen bomb tests near Christmas Island 
in the South Pacific (see FPS No, 14). 


Z. 
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The Convention of the Protestant Church Fellowship (Bruderschaft) recently 
held at Wermelskirchen, Germany, urged its leaders to promote and strengthen 
the exchange of ecumenical visits "especially with the churches in the countries 
of Eastern Europe", 


ms 


Dr. Volkmar Herntrich, Bishop of the Hamburg "Landeskirche', and Klaus von 
Bismarck, director of the Social Departmene of the Evangelical Church of West- 
phalia, have not received permits to enter the German Democratic Republic. They 
were to have attended a conference of the North German Convention at Zlissow 
(Pomerania) from April 29 to May 4, 
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It is just ten years since the Fellowshp of Churches and Religious Societies 
was founded in Berlin, on the initiative of Propst Heinrich Griiber, In addition 
to the Evangelical Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Protestant Free 
Churches and a large number of small Christian religious bodies, the Jewish, 
Buddhist and Moslem communities in Berlin are also members of the Fellowship. 


Its purpose is to advocate in public the values and freedom of religious action, 


and to promote friendly contacts and exchange views among its members, 
E.PeSe, Geneva 


Correction: 
EPS No 13, April 5, page 1: 


Mr. Kyaw Than has been invited to bécome associate secretary of the East Asian 
Christian Conference, However, he will not at present assume formal respon- 
Sibility in East Asia for the work of the Commission.of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs. 
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SIT ZERLAND JSCF Plans Long-term Project 


The Executive Committee of the iJorld's Student Christian Federation met in an 
enlarged session at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, last month, 
With about fifty participants from all parts of the world. 


Apart from planning the programme of the \SCF for the coming year, this ses- 
Sion of the Executive Committee concentrated on planning a long-term project on 
"The Life and Mission of the Church", The project is intended mainly to present 
tO students and some young leaders of Christian youth work the present task of the 
Church in the world and to call them to active participation in it. The major 
6lements in the project will be: 


1. A preparatory conference, to be held in Asia at Christmas, 19538, with the 
theme, 'God's People in God's orld". The purpose of this meeting will be to study 
the present problems and opportunities which the churches in Asia are facing. 


2. A major teaching conference, with a maximum of 500 participants,is to be 
Held in Great Britain in July, 1960, on the theme, "Christ's Ministry to the World 
and Our Calling". The programme will include lectures, seminars and personal study. 
Tt will deal with the biblical understanding of the life and mission of the Church; 
the lessons to be learned from church history about the life and mission of the 
Church, and particularly those to be drawn from recent ecumenical and missionary 
History; the witness of Christian students in the intellectual climate of the 
University; the responsibility of the Church in situations of rapid social change; 
the Word of God confronting the living faiths of men, and a study of recent ex- 
periments made by the Church in its effort to face its missionary responsibility. 


3. This teaching conference should be followed by a number of regional con- 
ferences to be held after 1960, according to needs and practical possibilities, 
and with a view to reaching as many students and young Christian leaders in all 
parts of the world as possible, and present them with an analysis of the task of 
the Church today, helping them to understand the significance of this description 
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in their local situations, and calling them to active service. This programme 
will be carried on over a number of years, starting immediately and lasting at 
) least until 1962, The WSCF is calling all its members to concentrate their 
thinking, study and programe of work on this major theme during the coming 
years. 


In other business, the Executive Committee outlined a programme of develop- 
ment for Student Christian Movements in Africa, and made plans for a staff appoint- 
ment, leadership training courses, and other activities in this part of the world. 

Decisions were also made to expand the programme of the Federation in new fields, 

_ especially in theological education and training for the ministry, work in secon- 
dary schools and teacher training colleges, Plans were made for strengthening 

Federation work in Asia by new staff appointments, and for exploratory work in 
the ifiddle East. Enccuraging reports were received about the expansion of Student 
Christian Movements in Latin America, and a report was received on the first 


Federation visit to Iceland in many years, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES General Board ixpresses Concern at Threats against 


Eoumenical Patriarch in Turkey 


| (Chicago) = The 150 members of the General Board of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. have expressed concern at the continuing threats 
against the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Turkey. 


In a resolution passed unanimously at a meeting in Chicago on May 2 and 3, 
the policy-making group authorised council officials to express the council's 
concern "to proper officials of the United States government" , 


Introducing the resolution, Dr, Franklin Clark Fry, vice~chairman of the 
“board's Policy and Strategy Committee, cited an apparent "concerted campaign" 
in Turkey aimed at the "forceful ejection of the Ecumenical Patriarchate! , 


He recalled that a year and a half ago the General Board went on record with 
@ similar expression of concern at an outbreak of anti-Greek riots in Turkey. 
lore recently, he said, there has been a virulent press campaign against the 
Greek Christian community in Turkey. 


_ The resolution asked Council officials to express the Council's concer to 
proper government officials "at reports that pressure may be applied to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate to force the removal of that ancient seat of Christen- 


dom against its will from its historic seat at Istanbul’. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Gollwitzer Defends Contacts with Eastern Churches 


Professor Helmuth Gollwitzer of Bonn has replied to attacks made on the 
ecumenical contacts maintained between East and West, declaring that these rela- 
tionships are practical evidence of the affirmation "we intend to stay together" 
Made by the Amsterdam Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1948. His reply 
is published in "Evangelische Verantwortung", the paper of the Protestant Study 
Group of the Christian Democratic Union, which originally carried the criticisms. 


Dr, Gollwitzer cites points to be considered in evaluating the attitude of 
the Eastern churches. He says that some political statements made by the Moscow 
Patriarchate arose from the "massive threat to this church which has for so long 
dived in martyrdom, The Moscow statements, according to the German theologian, 
are among the aditions on which the Moscow Church has been able to go on living; 
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they did not affect its spiritual life, doctrine or worship and were conditioned by 
the church's traditional attitude to the state, The Russian Church could not be 
expected to adopt an "unorthodox!" stand towards the state, It was true that 

festern Christians had_the right to disapprove political declarations of their 
thurches, but the Western Christian had no right to criticise churches and church 
leaders in the East "from the safety of his own harbour", and to express phari- 
saical opinions about people and churches living under oppression. 


an 


‘ 
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Official church leaders in Eastern Europe "are appointed in accordance with 
pehurch order and fully recognised in their office by the congregations", Gollwitzer 
jontinues, arguing that it is necessary to work through these leaders to get in 
touch with Christians under Communism. Failing this all ccntacts would have to be 
relinquished. It had been decided, in Germany and in the ecumenical movement, to 
solve the situation by working through the church leaders. "The outcome," writes 
ollwitzer, "has proved that we were right. It has shown us how guilty we should 


have been if we had failed to seize the opportunities which have opened up during 
the last few years," 


Affirming that through exchanges it has been possible "to visit Christian- 
Shurches and our brethren, including church leaders, to strengthen them, under- 
Stand them better and exchange impressions", Dr. Gollwitzer recalls that "the con- 
pregations on the other side gave our delegates a very joyful and friendly wel- 
Gome, which in itself would be sufficient justification of our decision". He says 
that the point was that "those churches must not live in isolation through any 
fault of ours, because such isolation would increase the danger of their position", 
He claims that the attitude of Christians in the West must be ccnstantly conveyed 


© them because such discussion fulfils the Church!s task of reconciliation in a 
livided world, 


"In doing this," Professor Gollwitzer reiterates, "we are merely putting into 
wactice the principles on which the whole ecumenical movement rests, Churches 
hich are separated from each other for spiritual or practical reasons, and even 
shOose which regard one another as heretical, must try to seek fellowship for the 
ake of the Lord of the Church, without demanding concessions from each other 
forehand. Everything we have to ask one another must be discussed after the con- 
acts have been made on an established basis, and then discussed quite frankly. If 
me starts by laying down conditions one makes ecumenism quite impossible - and 


that not only in the case of East-i/est relations." EeP.Se, Geneva 


World Committee Urged to Expand, Coordinate Christian Broadcasting 


» The Vlorld Committee for Christian Broadcasting has-been asked to expand its 
activities and provide permanent staff for advice on co-ordination, training and 
sxpansion for Christian werk in radio and television throughout the world, 


Proposals submitted to the World Committee at closing sessions of a World 
Onference of Christian Broadcasters held at Cronberg Castle, near Frankfurt, 

any, call for widening of its organisation to include representatives of Nation~ 
Christian Councils and from missionary and similar organ’.sations that sponsor 
istian broadcasts. Affiliated representatives would be appointed by Chriwtian 

lio stations. The committee would invite professional consultants to advise on 
echnical questions. 


‘ The suggestions foresee regular meetings of a central committee from all the 
Or geographical areas, to carry out the policy of the world committee between 
ngs of its full governing body, and the raising of a budget by contributions 
the participating organisations. 
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r, The world conference asked that if and when a full-time staff member is 

> appointed by the World Council of Churches to investigate possible functions of 
the WCC in television and radio, the appointee should maintain close contact with 
_ “existing cooperative organisations already at work", 


—_ 


a More than a hundred experts from nineteen countries attended the werld con- 
| ference, from April 25 ~ May 1. They heard addresses from twenty~four speakers on 
i "Bringing Modern Mian to a Christian Life through Radio and Television", The 

_ speeches will be published together as a conspectus of current problems in Chris- 
tian broadcasting. The World Committee for Christian Broadcasting was formed at 
) a meeting held at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, in April ay pe) 

_ (see EPS No. 18, 1953). The new chairman of the committee is Dr. Nicolaas van 

© Gelder of Utrecht, Holland, The original co-chairmen, Rev, ii.  BUrcon Hartin (USA) 
» and Pastor Werner von ieyenn (Germany), have been eles tee honoree presidents 

) and continue as co~editors of the committee's publication, "The Christian Broad- 


m caster", HePeSe, Geneva 


Orthodox Bishop Endorses Use of Broadcasting 


"The Orthocox Church does not object to the use of radio and television as 

’ long as they are being used with a clear Christian conscience and for the glory: 

, of God," says the Metropolitan James of Melita, writing in "The Christian Broad- 

» caster", quarterly of the World Committee for Christian Broadcasting. The Metro- 

' politan, who is the representative of the four ancient Patriarchates of his church 
) at the headquarters of the World Council of Churches, goes on to say that Ortho- 

| doxy "fully recognises and highly appreciates the practical value of the communi- 
) cation media, believing that they are another instrument of the Divine Providence 
- ~ through which the word and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ may be once more 
" made manifest to the world", 


According to Metropolitan James the Orthodox Church makes limited use of the 
' media "not because of any indifference to their potentialities but because of its 
| limited resources". He says that "the Orthodox Church would eagerly participate 
in any church-sponsored conference assembled for the purpose of ccnsidering 

' possible common agreement on the best use of the media", but that "the partici- 

» pant churches should agree in the preaching of Christ crucified" and present "the 
Christian faith as a living issue, a genuine force and a source of inspiration 

' for the everyday life of modem Christians". 


‘ The Metropolitan, who has taught in a theological seminary in Boston, Mass., 
' has been active in arranging Orthodox broadcasts in the USA. HeP.S., Geneva 


_ SOUTH AFRICA More Representative Council of South African Churches Proposed 


» (Pretoria) - The Federal Council of Dutch Reformed Churches of South Africa, meet~ 
» ing at Pretoria, has expressed itself in favour of forming a South African Council 
of Christian Churches. The resolution, passed by the council, stated that the 

_ English churches are already linked in the Christian Council of South Africa. The 
| Afrikaans-speaking churches, the resolution said, must be organised in a similar 

' council before the Christian Council can be apprcached with the idea of forming an 
_ inclusive South African Council of Christian Churches. 


; The Federal Council suggested that the other Afrikaans churches (the Gere- 
ikea Kerk and the Deter eate co Hervormde Kerk) be approached in order to find 
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The Council approved the statement issued last year by one of its committees 
/on "The Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa and the Problem of Race Relations", 
which was published in the Ecumenical Review in October 1956. (Vols DR Nosh). 


H.P.S., Geneva 


, INDONESIA Four Protestants in New Cabinet 
(Jakarta) - Dr. Johannes Leimena, chairman of the Indonesia Christian (Protestant) 


»Party, and three other Protestants have been named to the new cabinet of President 
_ Sukarno, 


y Dr. Leimena, who was Minister of Health in the previous government, was named 
vice~premier of the new cabinet and also will serve as ilinister of Social Affairs. 
Others named are lr, Maengkom, Minister of Justice, Mr. Ingkiriwang, Minister of 
Industry, and Dr, F.h. Tobing, Minister of Inter-Regional Relations. 


H.eP.S., Geneva 


“UNITED STATES Preparations for Faith and Order Conference 

‘ Thirty-eight major church bodies in the United States and Canada have named 
‘delegates to the North American Faith and Order Study Conference to be held at 
)Oberlin, Ohio, from September 3-10 (see EPS No. 7). Names of 254 official delegates 
have been received to date, according to Dr. Paul S$, Minear, Yale University Divinity 
School professor, who is programme and study secretary for the conference. 


: 
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: "The Nature of the Unity We Seek" is the theme for the conference sponsored 
‘by the Canadian Council of Churches, the U.S. Conference for the World Council of 
‘Churches, and the National Council of Churches. This is the first such interdenan- 
’ inational theological conference on the subject of Christian unity to be held on 
“the North American continent. 


‘ For two years sixteen regional interdenominational study groups have been 
tackling the difficult problems involved in achieving fuller Christian unity. 
i In addition to the eventual total of 294 delegates allocated to forty-three 
U.S. and Canadian churches, eight churches which do not belong to the sponsoring — 
‘councils are sending observers. There will be about ninety consultants. Overseas 
‘guests include Bishop Hanns Lilje of Germany, who will preach the sermon at the 
Sunday communion service, and Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, who will be preacher at the ecumenical service to be 


a on September &, 


Although the overwhelming majority of the delegates are pastors, church offi- 
Cials, bishops, seminary professors, presidents and deans, the lay delegates in- 
@lude teachers, lawyers, and business men, A museum curator, two doctors, a publish- 
er anda psychologist will join in the theological study. Sixteen women have been 
included in the church delegations. Twenty young people, in addition to nine named 


by churches, have been invited. H.P.Se, Geneva 
y 

ETHIOPTA Emperor Dedicates Evangelical College 
— 


» His Imperial liajesty, Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, formally dedicated the new 
Ethiopian Evangelical College in Debre Zeit, near the capital city of Addis Ababa, 
last month, The college, which will accommodate 200 students, is the only church- 
Sponsored s2condary school in the country. 

Ss : 
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' The Ethiopian Emperor cautioned the students against using their education 
» for evil purposes and asked them to "use the knowledge you acquire for the benefit 
' of your fellowmen". 


The college will-be operated jointly by three lutheran missions in Ethiopia, 

' the German Hermannsburg Mission, the Norwegian Lutheran Mission and the Swedish 

| Evangelical Mission. It was paid for from funds given by the lutheran World Federa~ 
_ tion. E.P.S., Geneva 


) CANADA Churches Ask to Stop "Character Assassination" 


q The United Church of Canada called upon President Eisenhower to help stop 

) "the shocking, sadistic character assassination of innocent men by politicians 

) and members of the U.S. Senate Internal Security Subcommittee".It also called on 

) the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA to take up the matter. 

| The plea was made in a statement issued after Mr. HE, Herbert Norman, Canadian 

_ ambassador to Egypt, killed himself in Cairo, He was reported extremely depressed 

' over the revival of charges by the Senate subcommittee that he had been a Communist. 


Declaring that "this is a matter for both church and statel, the statement 
/said "it is the duty of the President of the U.S. and the Congress to stop such 
)politicians and partisans from assassinating the characters of innocent men", It 
' added that the National Council of Churches in the U.S. had the duty to "stir up 
ithe conscience of its countrymen and, if necessary, to call an emergency meeting 
'of its executives for this purpose". 


" Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of the National Council of the Churches 

) of Christ in the U.S.A., said he joined church leaders of both countries in ex= 

) pressing both regret and concern for the diplomat's death on April 4, "The indigna- 
' tion of the United Church of Canada is understandable. I join with them in deep 

W regret over the situation." He said the NCC in the past has "deplored certain un- 
just procedures of Congressional committees". 


At the same time, Dr, Blake announced that the General Board of the council 
“would consider the situation at its May 1-2 meeting in Chicago. Reports from the 
Chicago meeting, however, did not mention such a discussion, HeP.Se, Geneva 


' HUNGARY Reformed and Lutherans Form Peace Committees 


) (Budapest) ~ The Lutheran and Reformed Bishops of Hungary and representatives of 
the dioceses have met in Budapest members of the Hungarian "National Peace Council". 
According to a report from the lutheran church paper, the "Evangelikus Elet", the 
meeting was held at the request of the National Peace Council in order to discuss 
“the possibility of church cooperation "in a way consonant with its mission, in the 
efforts to preserve peace". 


ni The two churches set up "Peace Committees" within the framework of the National 
” Peace Council. They will function as official organs of the church. 


; Bishops Lajos Ordass and Zoltan Turoczy of the lutheran Church of Hungary 

_ have appealed to governments to settle their differences through negotiation, to 
' stop experiments with weapons of mass destruction, and to disarm, The bishops say 
that preaching the Christian message is the first task of the Church and peace 
with God is the soundest basis for world peace. At the same time the bishops urge 
the leaders of the Hungarian people to do their utmost to bring peace to people's 
_ souls and to strengthen the power of the law, They draw attention to the govern— 

Ment's declaration made in January this year, which stated that "the mistakes of 
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i the previous epoch were to be repaired, peaceful cocperation promoted between 
» state and church, and the wounds due to the events of last October and November 

- healed. They appeal to pastors and congregations to act in the spirit of forgiving 
_ love, which strengthens peace. 

te The Reformed Committee of the Hungarian Peace Council published a similar 
_ statement in "Reformatusok Lapja", the Reformed weekly paper. 


sy 


mr The statement pointed out that "our committee, in accordance with the special 
» calling of the church, wishes to be, in the spirit of Christ's teaching, the in- 
| strument of peace among men and nations", 


is The committee said it was convinced "that the roots of peace among 

) nations reach icwn to the personal relations of families, co-workers and to bigger 
/ social units,and that their peaceful-co-existence will make an invaluable con- 

) tribution to pacification among the nations of the world, It is in this spirit 

| that our committee is supporting the peaceful endeavours of the popular democratic 
order and wishes to help the socialist reconstruction towards material and spirit- 
"ual betterment. 


q 


"The plans which the government of our people have made in that direction are 
confirmed by the thirtieth chapter of the second Helvetian ccnfession of faith, - 
‘which says: 'It is God who ordered the submission to authority for the pacifica- 
_tion of humanity and for its peace, and the most important task of authority is 
'to work for peace and its maintenance, ™ iePeSe, Geneva 


| GERMANY Christian Pacifists Seek Altermatives to War 


| (Saarbriicken) - Modern technical conditions of warfare have made it impossible any 
)longer to speak of a just war, said Propst Heinrich Griber, of Berlin, at the 1957 
“annual conference of the International Fellowship of Reccnciliation held at Saar- 

) briicken. One could not quote Augustine or Luther in support of war, because neither 
of them knew anything about the modern technical developments which now make it 
possible to destroy the whole human race. 


The International Fellowship of Reconciliation was founded in 1914 by the 
ecumenical pioreer, Dr, Friedrich Siegmund-Schultze and Mr. George Lansbury, an 
‘English Quaker. It aims at promoting international reconciliation. During the two 
world wars members of the Fellowship worked on behalf of prisoners-of-war, The 
Fellowship rejects war as a political instrument; it tries to protect conscientious 
‘Objectors to military service, and is working on the question of alternative civil-~ 
dan service for peace. 


Pastor André Trocmé, of France, suggested recognition of alternatives to 
Military service in the form of relief for the hungry. He urged that the ecumenical 
community might gather suggestions from the churches and discuss them with the com- 
petent state authorities. 


Dr. Martin Niemdller objected to the misuse of the expression "the Christian 
SWest", He asked what was left in the West of the Christian morality once respected 
‘there. The West had a high percentage of divorces. "The God who is worshipped in 

Wthe ‘Christian West! is an idol called 'the standard of living'," he said. The 
White nations should realise their responsibility towards coloured peoples and 
devote their resources to helping the exploited, instead of piling up armaments. 
ie HeP.Se, Geneva 
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| BELGIUM Protestants Report Progress for 1958 Universal Exhibition 
Clearance of the site and the laying of foundations have begun in Brussels 

for the erection of a Protestant pavilion near the "Atomium" which will constitute 

the central feature of the Brussels Universal Exhibition in the summer of 1958. 

| The United Bible Societies have announced their intention of co-operating fully 

) in the erection of the chapel and exhibition centre. Promises of financial aid 

_ have already been received frem churches in Switzerland, New Zealand, Scotland, 


| Germany and Holland, In the two last-named countries committees are working to 
) raise substantial sums. 


The Information Department of the World Council of Churches has been asked 


| to advise on the daily programme of worship and meetings and on the design and 
_ erection of exhibits. 


The Protestant Missions at work in the Belgian Congo are planning a separate 

_ exhibit in the "Congo Section". African men and women will visit the missions 

) centre and there will be a choral singing, films, and conferences featuring mission- 
| ary workers on leave or studying in Europe. The Protestant Missionary Societies 

' will produce a 72=page brochure, illustrated in colour and black and white, to 

j show the history and work of missions in the Congo. E.P.Se, Geneva 


Forty Ecumenical Work Camps Scheduled in 1957 


More than a thousand young people from around the world are expected to par= 
| ticipate in 40 ecumenical work camps in 26 countries this summer, undertaking pro- 
' jects ranging from road building to planting fruit trees or serving as attendants 
) in a mental hospital. The camps are sponsored by the Youth Department of the World 
| Council of Churches. 


This year, for the first time, an ecumenical camp will be held in Iceland, 

| where campers will help a 6,000-member parish start building its own church, The 
' Icelandic youths who will take part have been meeting together for several months 
in preparation for the camp. 


In Porkala, a former Russian-militarised area, near Helsinki, Finland, cam- 
)pers will help resettle Finnish farmers. The area was given back to Finland by 
)Russia in 1955. Work will also include demolishing buildings and working in the 
) fields. 


Campers will work near Marseilles from August 16 to September 15 improving 
“the conditions of a camp where North Africans live. The campers will also take 
ypart in the social action of CIMADE (French ecumenical youth agency). 


Other projects are planned for the United States, Germany, Austria, Belgium, 
Prazil, French Cameroons, Korea, Norway, Hong Kong, Malaya, Japan, Portugal, the 
) Union of South Africa, Okinawa, Italy, the Netherlands, Great Britain, Denmark 
"and Mexico, 


Campers must be between 19 and 30 years of age, able to do simple but often 
“strenuous work and ready to adapt themselves to unfamiliar and sometimes difficult 
‘Camp conditions, Among the volunteers this year will be at least two Hungarian 
refugees - theological students now in Austria waiting for immigration, Dates for 
> the camps (most of them a month long) are July and August. 


; A conference for the leaders of the various European camps has been held at 
“the WCC Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, from Way 11 to 17. On July 5-8, 
American campers will come to Bossey for an orientation programme. 
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g This year, in addition to the usual ecumenical work camps, the Youth Depart- 
_ment has issued a call for twelve young men and four young women to share the life 


of Hungarian refugees in Austria during the coming months. 


q Three men are needed in Linz, where the Methodist Church has opened its faci- 
) lities for a home and school for 26 refugee boys. At Spittal, where the WCC built 
a trade school for refugee youths five years ago, there are 60 boys and girls, 14 
_and older, Two men and two women are needed. Three men are needed in Wels, Upper 

' Austria, where the government is planning to put all unaccompanied youths, 17 and 
“younger, into one camp. Two women are wanted as welfare officers for the WCC staff 
| at Villach and four men for recreational activities in childrens! schools are 
‘needed at Tyrol. Several office workers on a long-term basis are also needed. 


Volunteers must be at least 20, "with a willingness to share the life of the 
refugees and to seek ways of helping without a definite job description, capable 
of grasping the difficult refugee situation and of interpreting it on their return 


home", The period of service ranges from one month to one year, HeP.S., Geneva 
| UNITED KINGDOM Gallup Poll Results 


A survey of religion in Britain was finished last month by the Gallup Poll. 
"Asked what they had done on the previous Sunday, 14 per cent of the 2.261 men and 
“women interviewed said they had been to church. Ten per cent had been at work, 
)Twenty-eight per cent said they go to church once a month or more; 18% "now and - 
again"; 32% "never; 11% on special family occasions only; four per cent at Christ- 
mas, Raster an@Arnistice Day. Seven per cent listen to radio and television ser-= 
|) vices only. 


Of the 32 per cent who never go to church a third said they stopped going 
“before they were 15 and a quarter between the ages of 16 and 20, Nearly 90 per 
“cent believe it is a duty to teach children tc pray and practically all agree that 
“children should be baptised. Highty-five per cent said they believed a man could be 
‘a Christian and never go to church. E.P.S., Geneva: 


The Student World 


The most recent issue of The Student iJorld, magazine of the i/orld's Student 
Christian Federation, deals with "Prayer", Among the articles are "The Bible as 
“the Source of Private Prayer, by Max-Alain Chevallier, former general secretary 
of the French SCM and now a pastor in Algeria; "Prayer for the iJorld" by Gerhard 
Dassarak, travelling secretary of the Studentengemeinde in Hastern Germany, and 
"Silence and i/ords" by S. Selvaretnam, head of the Christian Ashram in Jaffna, 
Yeylon, Suzanne de Diétrich, formerly of the wWSCF and World Council staff, has 
Written an historical sketch on "The Federation and Prayer", and J. Robert Nelson, 
Of the World Council of Churches! Department on Faith and Order, has contributed 
‘some reflections on a rereading of William Nicholls! book, "Worship in the Ecume-~ 
nical Movement". Marie~Jeanne Coleman, former secretary and vice-chairman of the- 
Federation, has written a Bible study on the Lord's Prayer, and Olive Wyon, well- 
known British writer, has contributed a review article of books on prayer. 

4 ‘The Student World Chronicle contains several documents which reflect the 
thinking on prayer which has gone on in the Federation and its member movements 
recent years; an article on "The Purpose of the Church and its Ministry", by 
S-Ruedi Weber, WCC secretary for Laymen's \ork, and a report on the situation 
the German Democratic Republic. 


Bk) 


a 
a 19 - May 17th, 1957 - 10 - 164 
‘ 
» ‘ i 

Two travel diaries by Federation staff members and a review article on the new 
Christian Faith Series complete the number, E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


The First Baptist Church in Valencia, Spain, has used its new place of worship 
for the first time. Besides an auditorium, described as the most beautiful of the 
Spanish Baptist Union, the new building has an office, a meeting room for Sunday 
school and a parsonage. Of special significance is the fact that the church con- 
gregation moved to its new sanctuary with the consent of the government, Four 
Baptist churches in Spain remain officially closed. 
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The Rt. Rev. Joost de Blank, Anglican Bishop of Stepney (in East London) since 
1952, is to succeed the late Rev. Geoffrey Clayton as Archbishop of Capetown. The 
new Archbishop is 48 and of Dutch descent, 


Sey 
fay 


a The Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia has banned anew full length feature- 
film called "The Mark of the Hawk", which has been produced for commerical distri- 
bution by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church USA. "Presby- 
terian Life", the Church's magazine, says that the Prime Minister has taken this 
action because he considers the film "inflammatory". It deals with the réle of 
Christian missions in African struggles towards "equality and independence! 
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f The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 
has elected Dr. Kenneth L. Maxwell, associate executive director of the NCC Depart- 
tent of International Affairs, to succeed the late Dr, ialter W. Van Kirk as the 


department's executive director, 
m4 


i The Rev. Ralph Weltge, 26, a minister of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
arrived in Geneva, Switzerland, on May 9 to become a secretary for work camps in 
the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. A native of St. Louis, 
Missouri, Mr. Weitge has been the assistant pastor of the First Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Houston, Texas, for the past two years. 
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j The next German Evangelical Kirchentag will be held in Munich in 1959, The 
Bencc of the Evangelical~—lutheran Church of Bavaria endorsed this decision and 
Tecognised that Nuremberg, the alternative city, could not accommodate the numbers 
expected. 
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Speakers at the Synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Bavaria emphasised 
the need for interconfessional discussions and contacts between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics, laity and clergy, but stressed that Protestants must realise their 
Special responsibility as Protestants. Professor Walter Kiinneth, of Erlangen, re~ 
Commended "the greatest reserve" towards the German Una Sancta Movement, because in 
Spite of the personal goodwill and sincerity of its members it was working towards 
tan ultimate return to Rome', 
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The Episcopal Conference of the United Evangelical~lutheran Church of Germany 
has appointed Dr. Hermann Dietzfelbinger, Bishop of Bavaria, to be responsible 
for furthering ecntacts between Protestants and Roman Catholics. 
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Forty-four East Berlin pulpits are at present unoccupied. The province of 
Brandenburg has 96 vacancies, and another 74 are filled by deputies. General 
Superintendent Giinter Jacob reports that many pastors and pastors! wives "have 
reached the limit of their physical strength". He said it was lamentable that 
the authorities in the German Democratic Republic were granting hardly any entry- 
permits to young pastors from the ‘Jest. 
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"A life spent in the service of peace!" was the heading of a leading article 
in the Berlin Sunday paper, "Die Kirche! on the occasion of the 77th birthday of 
Bishop Otto Dibelius. The issue has been confiscated by the authorities in the 
German Democratic Republic. 


From May 27 to June 7 Dr. ilartin Niemoller will visit the Protestant churches 
in Siebenblirgen and Bucarest (Rumania). 


The Socialist leader, Dr. Bruno Pittermann, is the first Protestant to have 
been elected vice-chancellor of Austria. Dr. Pittermann has frequently supported 
the interests of the Evangelical Church and was instrumental in having Good Friday 
made a legal holiday for Protestants in Austria. 
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All the Protestant churches and groupings in The Hague are to cooperate in 
a School of Social Science in that city, to be opened in September, The school 
will be supported by the Dutch Reformed (Hervormde) Church, the Evangelical Luther- 
ans, the Old Catholics, the Baptists, the Re-reformed (Gereformeerde) Church, the 
French-speaking Waldensians, the Mennonites, the Remonstrants and the Salvation 
Army. 
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Father P, Michalon (director of the Grand Séminaire, Francheville, Rhone, 
France) and Father Maurice Villain, who continue the work begun by the late Abbé 
Paul Couturier, are planning two Roman Catholic study courses on ecumenical 
problems, to be hekd in the Retreat House at Le Chatelard, Lyons (France). The 
first, from July 1-5, will be devoted to ecumenical theology and ecumenical pastor- 
al problems, and is intended especially for priests engaged-in theological in- 
struction or the pastoral ministry. The second, from July 8-10, will be devoted 
to ecumenical training and initiative for laity, nuns and religious. 
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By the first week in May the Australian Council for the orld Council of 
Churches had reported an income of £ 40,750 Australian ($91,280) as result of its 
annual Christian Remembrance Bowl Appeal. The response marks an eight-fold in- 
crease in giving since these appeals were begun in 1950, Gifts are used in nearly 
all Asian countries, in Kenya, Dakar and Europe on the advice of the World Council 


of Churches, A total of £180,000 has been raised since 1950 against a £250,000 


first target. HePeSe, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Barnes to Head WCC New York Office 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - Dr. Roswell P. Barnes was elected executive secretary in 
the New York office of the World Council of Churches at the annual meeting of the 
U.S. Conference for the WCC, held on May 8-10 at Buck Hill Falls, Pa. Dr, Barnes, 
who is associate general secretary of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., succeeds Dr. Samuel hicCrea Cavert. Dr. Cavert came to the 
WCC in 1954 and retires at the end of this year. 


A "look ahead" note dominated the meeting, as the 150 delegates listened to 
speeches in which new directions in evangelism, international affairs, race rela— 
tions and unity were discussed. They heard reports on significant interdenomina- 
tional gatherings scheduled for the U.S. during the summer and autumn. 


Nolde on Economic and Military Aid 


"The United States is in danger of betraying its responsibility and forsaking 
its opportunity in the field of economic and technical assistance," Dr. 0. Frederick 
Nolde told the conference. 


Dr. Nolde is director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council. 


"\Wilitary strength, which is deemed necessary so long as military threats 
exist, will in itself prove inadequate to win the battle for justice and freedom," 
he said. 


If U.S. foreign policy is to be constructive, "the combined forces of in- 
difference, ignorance and isolationism" opposing the enactment of legislation on 
economic aid must be actively combated, he asserted. Maintenance of foreign aid 
at its present level is "a minimum imperative", he said. He urged development of 
a technical cooperation and economic assistance programme on a longer-term basis. 
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Danger of Nuclear Tests 


On the subject of experimental tests of nuclear energy the church expert on 
international affairs said that "the problem reduces itself to the difficult 
choice between an apparently uncertain risk to health and apparently clear risk 
to security". 


There is common agreement, he pointed out, that radoactive fallout from 
nuclear weapon explosions can adversely affect health. But there are disagreements 
and uncertainties as to whether the danger exists at the present level of experi 
mental tests "or whether the potential danger will become real only if tests are 
continued and accelerated", 


In listing dangers, Dr. Nelde said the dangers to health from peaceful uses 
of atomic energy must also be considered. Another risk is that intermational agree= 


| ments to discontinue tests will at present "be inadequate because, in dealing with 


only one segment of the disarmament problem, they will not equivalently ensure 
the secubity of all countries", 


Dr. Nolde said there should be "firm commitment" to discontinue nuclear tests, 
either "tat the time when the danger to health is established with responsible 
scientific certainty" or at the time when an adequate international agreement can 
be negotiated. 


Information from scientists "brought together under impartial international 
auspices" should be sought. When scientific opinion predominantly asserts imme- 
diate risks to health from nuclear tests, "the risk of an adequate international 
agreement to discontinue tests mst be run", he stated. 


Meanwhile, he added, an interim agreement "to limit, register and inspect!" 


_ tests should be negotiated. Dangers to health from testing of smaller atomic 
_ weapons and from peaceful uses of atomic energy must be studied. 


_ Admission of Hungarian Refugees to Uo. 


Humanitarian grounds and the pursuit of sound international objectives were 
cited by Dr. Nolde as reasons why the U.S. should contribute to "the relief of 


the Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia" by admitting a reasonable number at the 


earliest possible moment. 


There are 18,000 Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia. Although the United States 
has given some financial help to them, it has so far refused to admit any of these 


refugees into the United States. 


Dr. Nolde also called for emergency legislation to be "promptly enacted to 


_ give permanent status to the Hungarian refugees who came to this country from 
_ Austria", 


“Tiberalisation of the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act is urgently needed-and 


long-term provision should be made to permit a substantial number of refugees - 


the suggested number is 70,000 ~ to enter the United States," he said, 


Missionary Initiative Shifts 

A shift in emphasis of mission initiative from the West to Asia was predicted 
by Dr. Charles Ranson, general secretary of the International Missionary Council, 
He reported on the recent Eastern Asia Christian Conference held in Prapat, Indo- 
nesia, 


He hailed. the meeting as one of the twentieth century's most important Chris- 


tian conferences and said that it would probably mark a new epoch in the history 
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of missions. Asian churches and churches in other parts of the world are beginning 
to take the initiative in missions so long held by the West. 


Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, an Asian churchman who is executive secretary of the 
World Council of Churches' Department of Evangelism, warned that missionary societies 
in the West "cannot abdicate their responsibilities" but must treat Asians as 
"equals in a new partnership". 


Dr. Niles, who has been invited to become general secretary of the New Asian 
Christian conference proposed at the Prapat meeting, said that the shift in emphasis 
meant that new ways must be found for cooperation between the traditional mission- 

ary agencies and the countries thought of in the past as "missionary fields". 


"When we are wrong, you just tell us so in unmistakable terms," he warned. Dr. 
Niles emphasised that partnership did not mean simply turning over all responsibility 
to Asians with an "uncritical abdication", "Money must have a relationship to the 
faithfulness of the user as well as the giver," he said. 


World Aspects of Intergroup Relations 


Just back from a global journey on behalf of the World Council of Churches, Dr. 
Je Oscar Lee reported on problems of intergroup relations as he observed them 
around the world, 


The director of the Department of Racial and Cultural Relations of the National 
Council of Churches, Dr. Lee said that in Africa such relations were intensified 
"oy aspirations of the African people to participate fully in the political, eco- 
nomic and social life of the lands in which they are a majority". 


"Tn lands like Pakistan, India and Ceylon, independence and nationhood have 
displaced one set of problems with a new set of problems," Dr. Lee said. "Instead 
of preoccupation with colonialism and its related problems, they are now preoccupied 
With achieving national unity." 


"Often the tensions created by problems of intergroup relations stand in the 
way of achieving national unity which is so necessary for social, economic and 
political progress." 


These problems of racial and ethnic tensions are reflected in the churches, he 
said. "The way the churches deal with these problems both in the community and 
Within the churches may well determine the future of the churches as well as the 
future of the missionary movement in these countries." 


Kraemer on the Drive behind the Ecumenical Movement 


Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, of the Netherlands, currently visiting professor at 
Princeton Theological Seminary and veteran ecumenical leader, addressed the group 
on "What is the Real Drive behind the Ecumenical Movement?" He said that we should 
probe into the real meaning of the word ‘ecumenical! for two reasons. 


One reason is the conspicuous development of the World Council of Churches "as 
an ever-expanding and increasingly active organisation and crystallisation of the 
ecumenical forces''. The second is the rising popularity of the word and idea 
‘ecumenical! in the churches. 


The word in its true meaning is rooted in the Christian faith and in the nature 
and calling of the Church because only this "can give to the ecumenical movement 
its true dynamic and sense of direction". B.P.Se, Geneva 
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FRANCE Reformed Churchmen See Government on North Africa 


M. Gaston Defferre, French Minister for Overseas Territories, has granted an 
interview to representatives of the French Reformed Church, to hear the views of the 
Church on the North African crisis. 


M. Defferre, a Protestant, who has been actively involved in drafting the new 
basis for regulating relaticnships between France and her overseas territories, is 
deputy mayor of Marseilles, and received the deputation during the fiftieth national 
synod of the Reformed Church, 


Pastor Marc Boegner, who led the church group, had underlined, in meetings of 
the synod, the duties of the Church in the present and the future, He said the 
Church would have to play its part in coping with the present exodus of European 
population from Algeria, which has "material and psychological causes'!. Pastor 
Boegner said the exodus had already affected between twenty-five and thirty per 
cent of the European population as it was in 1955 and the trend would undoubtedly 
be further accentuated. 


The future, according to M. Boegner, involves the commitment of "men who accept, 
with all the difficulties that can be foreseen, the task of participating loyally 
in technical aid", He said that such workers will be able to see their task as an 
opportunity for significant and influential identification with others, and that the 
future would also be affected by the intention of the World Council of Churches to 
follow the situation closely and facilitate new initiatives of Christian aid and 
participation within the present state of affairs in Tunisia. According to M. Boegner, 
the future also involves adaptation of the structure of church life to the church's 


new conditions of life in an independent country. HePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY Berlin Synod Stands behind Dibelius 


(Berlin) - Dr, Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, continues to be attacked for his 
alleged collusion with the Bonn government and for "blessing their arms" (see iPS 
No, 15/16). In reply to the criticisms the Synod of the Evangelical Church in East 
and West Berlin and of the Province of Brandenburg has declared: 


"During the past few weeks immoderate and unjustified attacks have been made on 
the Evangelical Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg. These attacks have not hesitated to 
attack us Christians on a point which is sacred to us. The synod protests against 
the attacks, It refuses to dissociate itself from the bishop whom it has appointed 
as the leader of its church. The synod expects the state authorities to reject 
attacks of this kind against bishop and church, and to render them impossible in 
future, in order to leave open the possibility of reasonable discussions between 
state and Church. This would be in accordance with the government's own repeated 
wish, The synod also considers it intolerable that its bishop should be prevented 
from exercising his office in a .arge area of his diocese. It urgently requests 
the government of the German Democratic Republic to remove such obstacles." 


The synod also supported the statement made by the deans of theological 
faculties in the German Democratic Republic, in which they thanked atomic scientists 
in Western and Eastern Germany for warning against arming the German forces with 
atomic weapons and against the continuance of atom=-bomb experiments (see EPS No. 17). 
"We fully agree with the Synod of the EXD and with the ecumenical community in 
radically rejecting all weapons of mass destruction," said the Berlin Synod. 


The synod urged the municipal authorities of East Berlin to remove restrictions 
On religious instruction in schools in Hast Berlin, and to withdraw a statute passed 
in February 1956 concerning "the maintenance of order and continuity in Education", 
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insofar as it hindered Christian instruction and even prohibited it altogether in 
secondary schools, 


The synod heard reports on the increasing difficulties of the Church in the 
DDR. Financial problems arise from prohibitions on levying church taxes and collect-— 
“ing unrestrictedly for church work. Contributions from the state have been cut by 
40%. It is also becoming difficult to train the required number of theological 
students, because there are not enough secondary schools giving adequate elementary 
_instruction in ancient languages, The lack of catechists has become critical. Many 
_pulpits are empty because pastors have emigrated to Western Germany or to other 
countries, The authorities refuse to grant permits for young pastors from Western 
Germany to work in the East (see EPS No. 19). Pressure is being brought to bear on 
parents and children to persuade them to be party to the secular "Youth Dedication". 
The Church can no longer confirm children who have accepted this "dedication" 
ceremony. 


The synod condemned as abominable recent desecrations of Jewish cemeteries and 
graves in Western Germany, and requested the Council of the EXD to address a warning 
to Protestants "against the revival of anti-semitic nationalism... whose impenitence 
would incur the judgment of God!, 
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The Press and Information Service of the East German Democratic Republic con- 
fiscated the Protestant weekly, "Potsdamer Kirche" of May 19, because it published 


the synod's unanimous vote of confidence in Bishop Dibelius, HePeSe, Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Catholics Attack Racial Bill 


(Capetown) - Two Roman Catholic Archbishops have denounced the country's racial 
segregation laws and particularly the Native Laws Amendment Bill, 


Archbishop Oven licCann said, "The South African government is putting the things 
of Caesar before the things of God, The church was told by Christ to go and teach 
all nations. God's claim on us comes first. We only obey the state because it de-— 
rives its authority from God," 


Harlier, Roman Archbishop Denis E. Hurley of Durban assailed racial segrega-~ 
tion laws as threatening the country with "disaster". "It is incredible that ra- 
tional human being should plan a celestial future for white herrenvolk in South 
Africa through their racial laws," he said. "May God grant that we may have the 
“decency to recoil from them." 


The controversial Native Laws Amendment Bill has passed the House of Assembly. 
‘Before becoming law it must be passed by the Senate. E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Bishop of Chichester Speaks on Resistance Movement 


In lectures at Gottingen and Bonn, on May 14 and 15, the Bishop of Chichester 
traced the course of war-time events involving German churchmen and the Resistance 
“movement. 


After describing conversations he had had with German pastors, and his corres- 
pondence with Sir Antholy Eden, the Bishop, the Rt. Rev. G.K.A. Bell, told his 
“audience, "The principal point which I want to argue is this. The driving force 
behind the Resistance movement was a moral force... Its leaders were men of high 
adeals, to whom Hitler and all his works were an abomination... It is no wonder, 
‘surely, that members of the Christian church in Germany, both Protestants and 
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Catholics, should be prominent in it. Nor should it be surprising that churchmen 
outside Germany who knew something of the conflict within that country should give 
it public support, even in time of war." 


"The real hope for the future of Europe," the bishop continued, "and of the 
whole world of nations, is that statesmen of every nation should show the same brave 
and disinterested loyalty to truth, justice and freedom, in national and interna- 
tional affairs that the finest spirits of the Resistance movement in Germany showed 
during the second World War." 


While in Germany, Bishop Bell, an honorary president of the \Jorld Council of 
Churches, was received by Professor Theodor Heuss, president of the German Federal 
Republic. He also met with Konrad Adenauer, chancellor of the Federal Republic, 


‘Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, president of the Bundestag, and a number of federal ministers. 


HePeSe, Geneva 


_ HUNGARY LatestNews from the Churches 


The "Hungarian Church Press" has resumed publication under the editorship of 
a group of Reformed, lutheran and Free Church leaders. Thr free churches are re- 
presented on the panel by Pastor Laszlo Szabo, national president of the Baptist 
Churches. The theological periodical of the lutheran Church, "Lelkipazstor", has 
also appeared under the editorship of Pastor Imre Veoreos, recently-appointed 
principal of the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Budapest. 


The superintendent of the Methodist Church, Janos Szecsey, has resigned at the 
end of his term for health reasons. Pastor Adam Hecker has been nominated to succeed 
him, 


Plans are in hand to move the Baptist theological seminary to larger accommo- 
dation and to renew publication of the Baptist periodical. 


The Protestant churches broadcast services in turm on Sunday mornings at 8.30 
hours through the Budapest "Petofi" station. 


The Reformed Church has 109 theological students in training, including 39 
new students. 


Paper supplied with the help of the World Council of Churches! Division of 


Inter-Church Aid will be used to publish 100,000 Bibles and 200,000 copies of the 


new Reformed hymn book, 


The almanac published by the Reformed Church for 1957 includes a record of 
the meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Galyateto, 
Hungary, in August 1956, 


According to Western press reports and the Hungarian paper "Keletmagyarorszag", 


Pastor Istvan Ban, of the Hungarian Reformed congregation at Niyireghaza, has been 


' condemned to five years! imprisonment for being involved in the October revolution 
last year and other pastors have recently been brought before the police for examina~ 


tion. B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED SLATES. Billy Graham Comes to New York 


(New York) - The Rev. Dr. ifilliam F. Graham, known to millions as Billy, opened his 
evangelistic campaign in New York's Madison Square Garden, on May 15, when he 
addressed a near~capacity crowd of 18,500. 
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"A village of 5,000 in India is praying for this crusade right now. All round 
the world thousands of people are praying for New York," he told the audience. 


The New York crusade of Billy Graham is under the sponsorship of the Protestant 
Council of the City of- New York, On opening night there were delegations from more 


| than a hundred churches, most of them in the New York area. A choir of 1,500 men 


and women = the men in white shirtsleeves, the women in white blouses ~ has been re- 
cruited from many different New York churches, 


Critics of Dr. Graham, including the nondenominational "Christian Century", 
have charged that the audience is composed primarily of people already Christians 
and bus and train delegations from points as distant as Texas and Illinois. "With 
trainloads of well-saved out-of~town supporters coming from as far as Texas, the 


/ campaign will be railroaded to success," the "Century" charged in an editorial 


entitled "In the Garden", 


"People have got the wrong idea about these delegations from out of town," Mr, 
Graham commented in a press conference following his opening service. "These groups 


are arranged by church organisations but they are people who are unchurched," 


Although there has been some criticism of Mr, Graham from New York pulpits, 
especially Unitarians, the majority of Protestant ministers has given its official 
support to the campaign. The Protestant Council of the City of New York invited Dr. 
Graham to conduct the crusade there, 


In a sermon on "The Christian Answer to the World Dilemma", Dr, Graham adapted 


Isaiah 1; 1-20 and said, "Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of New York; give ear 


unto the law of God, ye people of New York," he said, substituting New York for Sodom 
and Gohmorrah, 


Before his campaign Dr. Graham said frequently that he did not feel New York was 


"any more sinful than other cities where he had preached, only bigger and beset with 


more problems, 


"The times in which we live are parallel to the times in which Isaiah lived, 


‘What sane person is there among us who would not admit humanity is faced with a 


dilemma? Night after night in this Garden I intend to be only a messenger to give 


“God's message to the people of New York... I am not here to give you my thoughts 


but God's thoughts," said Dr. Graham in his introduction. "God says, I will not 
share my glory with another. And so the glory and praise must go to Him tonight," 


Dr. Graham's sermon touched on world economic »roblems, overpopulated lands 
such as Japan and India, the threat of hydrogen bombs ("New York would be the first 
City to be wiped out!), racial and moral problems. 


"We have lost God. And wetre restless, And that's the reason that men and women 


tonight are searching frantically for peace and joy and happiness and they can't 
tind it, And there is more boredom in America tonight per square inch than anywhere 
else in the world. We have the highest standard of living in the world, but it 
hasn't brought us happiness and peace that we have searched for," 


In diagnosing the disease that besets millions, the evangelist said, "The Bible 
Calls it by an ugly and old fashioned term, And my terminology in New York is going 
to be Biblical terminology. The Bible calls it a moral disease... The Bible calls it 
sin," 

‘After his diagnosis and explanation of sin according to Biblical definitions, 
Dr, Graham called for those who needed Christ and wished to be born again to come 
forward, stand quietly, and say, "I give myself to Christ." 
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In response to this appeal, 4&5 people came forward from all parts of the vast 
New York entertainment arena usually used for sports and the circus, accompanied 
by the specially trained counsellors. 


The campaign will probably last six weeks, with Dr. Graham preaching seven 


nights weekly, and may extend until September. HePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY Church Opinion Strongly against Weapons of llass Destruction 


Vigorous discussion of the use of atomic weapons continues in the churches of 
Germany. (See EPS No. 17.) Further pronouncements have been issued by the Evangelical 
Church of the Palatinate, the Methodist Church in South-West Germany, the Evangeli- 
cal Church of Anhalt (DDR), the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, the Evangelical 
Iutheran Church of Oldenburg and church leaders in Hessen-Nassau and Westphalia, 
Congregations of the Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) have been called to 
pray in Sunday worship that atomic energy may prove a blessing, not a curse, for 
mankind. 


Moritz Mitzenheim, Bishop of Thuringia, has emphasised in a series of pre- 
Whitsun meditations, that "the Church speaks to all men", condemns atom bomb ex- 
periments, wherever planned and carried out, and condemns any threat to use atomic 
weapons, The Church's word carries weight, in the Bishop's view, because it is 
independent of political propaganda. The Church, he said, protests against all 
misuse of power, 


In an address on Christians in the Atomic Age, Dr. Helmuth Thielicke, the well- 
known Protestant theologian, told the Hamburg party conference of the Christian 
Democratic Union that there was a "vicious circle of compulsion" making man a mere 
tool in the hands of modern technical progress. He rejected the suggestion that 
there cculd be "just wars" of defence any longer. He said that in the atomic age 


war must be rejected altogether -— even a war of defence. HePewo-., Geneva 
SwIT ZERLAND Seven Christian Groups Join in Geneva Campaign 


In a campaign of evangelism conducted nightly from May 19 to June 7, seven 
Christian communities in the city of Geneva are supporting an attempt to reach out- 
siders by presenting the Christian message on neutral ground, In a large tent erect- 
ed on a central "common'', two evangelists, Pastor Maurice Ray and Mr. Thomas Roberts, 
are dealing with non-religious subjects that are chosen to draw the man in the 
street to the Gospel. Nightly titles are grouped under the general theme "Christ's 
Rule - the Hope of Men", Mr. Ray runs a well-known "problem post bag" over Radio- 
Lausanne. Thomas Roberts is a Paris evangelist. 


Training sessions for the campaign have prepared teams of "counsellors" to 
guide those who make decisions into the local churches and groups cooperating in 
the campaign. The meetings form part of a succession of similar efforts commenced 
and inspired by Billy Graham's visit to Geneva in 1955. The Geneva Graham campaigns 
were organised by the sane "Committee for Common Evangelistic Action". 


The participating groups are the National Protestant Church of Geneva (Reformed), 
the Free Church - a local "Assembly" without outside church affiliation, the "Evan- 
gelical Revival Church", the Swiss German Evangelical Church, the Salvation Army 
and the Methodists. In a statement made as the campaign began, ilaurice Ray declared 
that, in spite of differences in doctrine, the groups had "really discovered the 
Church of Jesus Christ in evangelism undertaken together". HePeoe, Geneva 
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Churches Rush Aid’ for Earthquake Victims in Turkey 


(Geneva) - Aid has been rushed to victims of the recent earthquakes in southwest 
Turkey as a result of a request cabled by the wCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees in churches in 11 countries. 


Seven=hundred blankets, bought with money sent by the British Council of 
Churches and the churches in Denmark, were shipped by air from Geneva. Church 
World Service, the relief branch of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A., shipped 30,000 pounds of clothing, 2,000 blankets, 100 tents and 
first-aid equipment. Fifteen-hundred dollars from CWS is being used to supply 


needed medicines. Australian churches have sent £200, HeP.Oe, Geneva 
THAT LAND YMCA Leadership Training Course 


A special five-week YMCA Leadership Training Institute has just ended in 
Bangkok, The YMCA movements in Burma, Malaya and Thailand have cooperated in the 
first inter-movement course of this kind in Asia. The purpose was to train young 
men for part-time or full-time leadership in the YMCA. This training project is 
a direct outgrowth of plans formulated at the Fourth Asian YMCA Leaders Conference 
held in Hong Kong in December, 1956. 


Eighteen young men from five countries were enrolled in the Bangkok Institute. 
The programme included Bible study, lectures and discussions as well as a limited 
amount of practical work in the city of Bangkok, Serving as dean of the Institute 
was the Rev. J.H. Dunderdale, director of the YMCA Institute in Bangalore, India. 
E.P.Se, Geneva 


Scriptures Published in 1,108 Languages 


At least one book of the Bible has now been published in 1,105 languages, 
according to the United Bible Societies. The complete Bible has been published in 
210 languages, New Testaments in 270 more and a Gospel or other whole book in 628. 


During 1956 the complete Bible was published for the first time in three 
languages - Bemba (Northern Rhodesia), Nimbi Ijo (Nigeria) and Marovo (Solomon 
Islands). In the same period all of the New Testament was published in Aranda 
(Australia), Kuskokwim (Alaska), Manus Island (Admiralty Islands, New Guinea), 
Mende (Sierra Leone), Nantcheri (French West Africa), Navaho (United States), 
Saua (New Guinea) and Tzeltal (lMexico). In addition, Scriptures, usually one of 
the Gospels, were published for the first time in 16 other languages. 

HeP.Se, Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Protestant Youth Associations Publish Joint Monthly 


The May issue of "Contact", a new monthly for young Swiss Christians, has 
just appeared. It is edited by Dr. Hans Heinrich Brunner, student chaplain at 
Zurich and published under the joint auspices of the YMCA, the YWCA, the Youth 
Association of the Swiss Methodist Church, the Youth Association of the Evangelical 
Church, the Girls! Bible Association in Switzerland, the Youth \jork of the Swiss 
League of Protestant Workers and Employees, and the "Young Church" (the largest 
Protestant youth association in Switzerland), which have stopped publishing their 
own papers for young people. "Contact"! describes this decision as "an important © 
step in promoting a living, practical ecumenical spirit among young Protestants in 
Switzerland. The World's Student Christian Federation, the Association of Protestant 


a 
ae. 
Th 
hie 
he! 
& 


No, 20 - Way 24th, 1957 rig i dee sa 


Boy Scouts, the Youth Association of the Baptist Church and other youth groups have 


also expressed their interest in this new joint enterprise. HeP.Se, Geneva 
SWIT ZERLAND Presbyterians Raise $140,000 to Restore Calvin Auditorium 


A $140,000 fund has been contribued by Christians from every continent to 
restore the historic Calvin Auditorium in Geneva, Switzerland, as a world Presby- 
terian and Reformed centre. 


The Calvin Auditorium, erected in the fourteenth century, is the church where 
John Calvin, John Knox and Theodore Beza, Protestant reformers, taught and preach- 
ed. The restored centre will have-a chapel for an English-speaking congregation 
and house "inemorials of the world-wide Reformed faith", 


Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson of Chicago, Illinois, chaired the restoration fund 
committee named by the General Council of the World Presbyterian Alliance three 
years ago. He announced that the fund had reached its goal at a meeting of the 
North American Area Council of the Alliance in Atlantic New City, New Jersey, 
and urged the council to raise an additional $25,000 to furnish the chapel in the 
auditorium. HePeSe, Geneva 


In Brief 


Protestant church women were called on to fight without fear bad housing, 
poor schools and discrimination by their president, lirs. Theodore Wedel, at the 
amnual meeting of the Board of Managers of United Church iVomen this month in 
Chicago. The organisation, part of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A., represents about 10,000,000 Protestant church women in 2,100 state 
and local councils. Mrs. Wedel described United Church Women as "the front line of 
the ecumenical movement", because "world and national pronouncements will only 
have effect as we do something about them", 
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On Sunday, May 19, the Rassemblement of Protestantism in the Western area of 
France was held at Royan, The pattern was similar to that of the Kirchentag in 
Germany. The president of the German Evangelical Kirchentag, Dr. Reinold von 
Thadden, was one of the speakers at the main public meeting, attended by several 
thousand people. - The rassemblement had been thoroughly prepared through discus- 
sion groups in the parishes. Reports were given on the outcome of these common 
studies which were especially concerned with the task of Christian laymen in society 
(industry, commerce, agriculture), in the family and in the church. Among other 
speakers at the large public meeting were Dr. Marc Boegner, president of the French 
Protestant Federation, and Dr. ii.A. Visser 't Hocft, general secretary of the World 


Council of Churches. 
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Dr. and Mrs. David R. ilace have been appointed field consultants of the Inter- 
national iiissionary Council in its Christian Home and Family Life Emphasis. The 
Maces, who will travel in Asia and Africa, replace Dr. Irma Highbaugh, a mission- 
ary on loan to the IMC in January, 1950. She is returning to the United States to 
retire. Dr. Mace is one of the founders of the Marriage Guidance Council in England. 
Since 1947 he has been a member of the faculty of Drew University, Madison, New 
Jersey. He will keep his status as adjunct professor of human relations during 


his three year term with the IMC, lirs. Mace is also an expert in the field of 


marriage guidance. 
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The Rev. Arthur F. Elmes, of People! s Bote ranieioned Church in Washington, D.C., 
"has been elected president of the \Jashington Ministerial Union, the first Negro 
to head the group. More than 400 Protestant ministers are members of the Union, 
which has had Negro clergy members for the last 15 years. 
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Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches, was received in audience by King Gustaf 
Adolf of Sweden on May 15 in Stockholm. 
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Two conferences have been held in India recently under the auspices of the 
Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and the Ecumenical 
Study Commission of the National Christian Council of India. "Christian Worship" 
was the theme of the first conference, held from April 26 to 30, From May 1 to 5, 

at Matheran, in Bombay State, delegates discussed theological problems arising 
from church union negotiations, specifically in North India and Ceylon. Rela~ 
tions between the Lutherans and the Church of South India were also discussed. 
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Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Kolomna, head of the Foreign Office of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow, has recently visited the Orthodox Church of 
Finland, On his return he stated that the two churches had decided to resume offi- 
cial relations, which were broken off thirty years ago. The Orthodox Christians in 
Finland will, however, continue to be under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, 
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The annual meeting of the Synod of the Methodist Church in Italy has expressed 
a desire for closer contact with other Protestant bodies, particularly the Walden- 
Sian Church, in the fields of evangelism, church school and youth work, and publicity. 
The meeting was held from May 1-5 in Rome. The church has now a total of 4,019 
members, it was reported. There are 1,188 children in Sunday schools, 24 ministers 
and 36 local preachers. New president and general superintendent is the Rev. Mario 
Sbaffi. 


Me 


Sle 
> 
at 
an 


The Ecumenical Study Commission of the French Protestant Federation, chaired 
by Professor Roger Mehl of Strasbourg, has prepared a long and detailed question- - 
naire to be sent to its collaborators in France and the French territories through- 
out Africa, as the first stage of French participation in the World Council of 
Churches! major study project of The Common Christian Responsibility towards Areas 
of Rapid Social Change 
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The recently-formed Lutheran Council of Great Britain has petitioned the 
lutheran orld Federation to "receive it as an organised and related body" and to 
"recognise it as the National Committee of the LiF for Great Britain, The request 
will go before the Executive Committee of the LiF at its meeting this summer in 
Northfield, Iiinnesota. 
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As a "token of the living unity" of Roman Catholics all over Germany, the 
next German Catholic Conference will be held from August 14 to 17, 1958,in Berlin, 
HePeSe, Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Religious Services Mark Opening of Migration Conference 


(Geneva) - An appeal for churchmen and nations to accept and care for the refugees 
of the world was sounded by Protestant, Jewish and Roman Catholic clergymen at three 
services in Geneva, just prior to the opening of an emergency conference on "The 
Refugee Problem - Today and Tomorrow!, The conference, which was held on May 27~28 
at the Palais des Nations, was sponsored by non-governmental and voluntary agencies 
in association with the United Nations. 


On Sunday evening, May 26, Protestants gathered in the historic Cathedral of 
St. Pierre and heard sermons by Dr. iW.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, and Dr. Elfan Rees, of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs. The Scripture was read by the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, M. Auguste lindt, and the director of ICEM, M, Harold H, Tittmann. Lead- 
ing the service was Professor Henri d'Espine, president of the Swiss Federation of 
Protestant Churches. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that according to the Biktle the care of the refugee 
is one of the elementary duties of man and a criterion of the reality of our faith 
in the living God. He preached on Isaiah 58: 6-7. 


"The question which our nations mist face is therefore not can we afford to 
accept more refugees? Rather, it is can we afford not to accept them? For a denial 
of human solidarity at this point is a denial of the very basis of these Christian 
standards which we are called to defend," 


There are not many nations which have understood this, Dr, Visser 't Hooft told 
the congregation. "At the time of a great crisis, such as the Hungarian crisis, our 
frontiers and our hearts are opened for a time. But we forget so soon, And the 
victims are those who are waiting for many years in their camps. It is not enough 
to blame the governments. They can only act if there is among their peoples a great 
and steady expression of deep concern for the refugees and a willingness to make 
sacrifices for their sakes." 
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Dr. Rees called this the era of greatest human need, but added, "It is cer- 
tainly the era of greatest human response." Urging a solution to the refugee 
problem, Dr. Rees stressed the fact that charity was not enough, "care and main~ 
tenance no solution to the problems of the refugees". 


"It is our duty as churches," he said, "to arouse governments to the necessity 
of the open door so that we can once again go back to the camps with visas and 
affidavits in our hands and say to the refugee, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ, rise 
up and walk into a new life'," 


The Catholic service was held on May 26 in the Basilica of Notre Dame with 
Father Henri de Riedmatter as the speaker, On Friday, May 24, Rabbi Alexander 


Safran was the speaker at the Jewish service. HeP.Se, Geneva 
PRANCE Protestant Rally in Western France 


With the general title "To Live in Peace" as guide, 5,000 Protestants from 
all parts of Western France met in Royan on May 19. (See also EPS No, 20.) 


Study groups in parishes of the region had been formed to prepare discussions 
on Peace with God, Peace in the Church, in the Family, in Manufacture, in the 
Countryside, in Commerce, and in the Homeland. Emphasis was on the laity. More 
than half the twenty-six speakers in sessions of the major discussion groups were 
laity. Four out of seven services of worship were conducted by laymen. The steer-~ 
ing committee behind the meeting consisted of four laymen and two pastors. 


Continuity with the work of the German Protestant Kirchentag was stressed by 
the presence of Dr. Reinold von Thadden, the Kirchentag's president. Pastor Georges 
Casalis, who had been prominent in the Church Rally held last year at his own city, 
Strasbourg (France), was another leader. 


The Royan rally issued a message reading: 


"Peace is a miracle. God has made peace with us, His enemies. Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of the Father, has reconciled Him with us, His erring children, 


"This peace exists for the whole world; it is the secret mainspring of its 
history; everyone lives by it, even those who know nothing of it. 


"We rejoice that we have received the message of peace. In spite of their 


‘spiritual poverty, our churches are communities in which peace is given to us that 


we may learn to live together in reconciliation, welcome and brotherly communion. 


"The Holy Communion is the place where the Prince of Peace gathers us around 
him. 


"Peace leads us to his service; we have to pass it on to those who do not know 
it. iie must also serve peace in our family, professional and civic life. 


"We know that hatred, division, violence and war will not have the last word; 
the Prince of Peace is the King of the world. 


"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God." 
HeP.5S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Country-wide Effort Underlines Human Need 


Christian aid weeks were launched in May in almost 200 centres throughout 


Great Britain. At the headquarters of the British Council of Churches in London, 


maps studded with coloured pins tcld the story of attempts to bring the work of 
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the churches for people in distress and difficulty before a wider public. The effort, 
directed by the British Council of Churches! Department of Inter-Church Aid and 
Refugee Service, encourages people to give through the World Council of Churches 

to meet the need of the underprivileged in Asia, Africa and Burope, 


In London, from May 2-16, the British and Foreign Bible Society cooperated with 
Inter-Church Aid in a large exhibition entitled "The Needs of Man". 
HeP.S., Geneva 


Progress Reported in WCC Rapid Social Change study 


(Geneva) - The major study project of the World Council of Churches on the Common 
Christian Responsibility toward Areas of Rapid Social Change has made strides in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The working committee directing the study met in 
Geneva from May 17-20 to review the developments. 


It was announced that Dr. John Karefa-Smart, a medical doctor and ordained 
minister of the Evangelical United Brethren, who has been staff consultant in 
Africa for the study, has been elected to the legislative council of his own 
country, Sierra Leone, and appointed as its minister of Lands, IMines and Labour, - 
Dr. Karefa-Smart has resigned his study post to take up the governmental appoint- 
ment. 


Plans for furthering the study in Kenya, Northern Rhodesia, the Union of South 
Africa, the Cameroons, Ghana and Liberia were endorsed. 


Asian projects for the immediate future include a visit to Japan in July by 
Dr. Egbert de Vries of the Netherlands, the chairman of the study's working committee. 
He will discuss the organisation of the Rapid Social Change Study with leaders of 
Japan's National Council of Churches. 


Professor E, Shakhashiri of Lebanon described a careful sociological investiga- 
tion of rural problems teing undertaken by the study committee in that country. The 
committee investigated the possibility of holding a Middle East Conference on 
problems of rapid social change in 1958. 


Mr. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary for the study and head of the WCC'ts 
Department on Church and Society, will visit Latin America in June and try to ex- 
tend the work successfully begun in Brazil. He will attend a consultation on social 
questions in Montevideo, Uruguay, sponsored by. the Evangelical Confederation of 
Churches of the River Plate and to be attended by churchmen from Uruguay, Argentina 
and Chile, He will also travel in Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador and Mexico. 


Dr. Robert S, Bilheimer, director of the WCC's Division of Studies, pre- 
sented a paper on "Ethical Problems of Foreign Aid and Technical Assistance", based 
on investigations made during his recent visit to Asia. The paper was commended for 
distribution to technical assistance personnel and those recruiting for this work. 


looking to the future, the committee planned the bringing in of reports in 1958 
and 1959 and a series of regional conferences at about that time, concluding with 
an international meeting on all the problems of the study in the summer of 1959, 


In addition to its chairman, Dr. Egbert de Vries, the committee included Mr. 
Denys Munby, Miss Frida Gwilliam, and Mr. Geoffrey Wilson of the United Kingdom, 
Prof, K.H. Pfeffer of Germany and the Rev. Pierre Benignus of France. Staff members 
were WCC general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, and the Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, 
in addition to Dr. Bilheimer and Mr. Abrecht. E.P.S., Geneva 
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HUNGARY Religious Instruction Decree 


(Budapest) - A new government decree on religious instruction, which comes into 
force in Hungary on June 1, confirms that "in accordance with the principle of 
free practice of religion guaranteed by the constitution, and with the agreement 
reached between the state and the churches, religious instruction is to be re- 
garded exclusively as the citizen's private affair". 


Pupils attending both primary and secondary schools are free to participate 
in religious instruction or not, This freedom must be respected by all. Parents 
or guardians "are free to decide whether or not their children shall participate 
in religious instruction, and no influence is to exerted upon them". Legal 
penalties are prescribed for "misuse of religious instruction for political pur- 
poses", and influencing decisions abcut participation or non-participation in 
religious instruction. 


Religious instruction is a voluntary subject outside the compulsory curri- 
culum, If school-rooms are unavailable, the instruction may be given by permission 
in church buildings, Notice of the date for enrolment must be given in the press, 
by radio and by school principals. Pupils must enrol within a week after registra- 
tion for ordinary school instruction. Religious instructors and inspectors are 
to be appointed by the Church, but with the agreement of the state's Council for 


Cultural Affairs. BePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Anglican Stand in South Africa Supported 


The Bishops of the Anglican Convocation of Canterbury have expressed "deep 
sympathy with the Church of the Province of South Africa and all those other Chris- 
tian churches now engaged in a courageous struggle to preserve inviolate the rights 
and liberties of the Christian churches to worship together without distinction of 
race and colour", 


The bishops assured "the bishops of the Church of South Africa and all those 
who work with them" of "constant support and prayers" in their refusal to accept 
the controversial Native Laws Amendment Bill introduced into the South African par- 
liament. 


On the subject of academic freedom the assembled bishops declared that it is 
"no less essential than religious freedom'!, They said that, in common with many 
educational leaders in the United Kingdom, they deplored the threat to academic 
freedom in South Africa. This latter part of the bishops! pronouncement refers. to 
public proposals for segregated universities in South Africa and the possible 


resulting differentiation in academic standards. HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Congregationalists against H-Bomb Tests 


The Assembly of the Congregational Union of Scotland has declared itself 
"»rofoundly ashamed that Her ilajesty's Government has exploded a nuclear weapon 
in the megaton range in the Pacific", The Assembly reiterated "its confirmed 
belief that such tests cannot be supported by the Church of Jesus Christ! and 
appealed to the British government, "at this late hour, and before we antagonise 
further the Far East, not to proceed with any further tests". The resolution 
embodying the protest goes on to say that if British nuclear tests continue, they 
should "take place in the Atlantic Ocean and not the Pacific". 


In London, the Congregational Union of England and Wales passed a resolution 
asking the British government to try to "reach an agreement with other governments 


ha 
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on the immediate reduction and ultimate abolition of all such weapons" and calling 


for a postponement of the present series of tests. H.eP.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Rising Interest in Forms of Ecumenical Service Abroad 
SOT ae Se eh te orms Of scumeni cat vervice Abroad _ 


Increasing concern for extending the idea of social service through the church 
to include the underdeveloped continents is being expressed in Germany. The Synod 
of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg followed a lead given by the Church of Saxony 
(DDR) and the Church of Westphalia, by deciding to give harvest collections to 
ecumenical service projects in other parts of the world, 


In a speech made at the Berlin Synod, Dr. Christian Berg, leader in Germany's- 
Evangelical Hilfswerk, called the new concept "ecumenical social service" ("Oekume-= 
nische Diakonie''!), He said that German churches should no longer be mere recipients 
of gifts from churches abroad through the World Council of Churches and the lutheran 
World Federation, 


"Christians today all over the world share their joys and difficulties", said 

Dr, Berg. "The national frontiers of the church are being broken down. We want to ~ 
do our part in seeing that these barriers are not re-erected." He referred to the 
importance of helping the young churches in Africa and Asia to build up their 

work and face their social tasks. He affirmed that "Lazarus lay before our gates! 
in the form of the misery of neighbouring continents. For this reason, according 

to Dr. Berg, ecumenical social service was particularly concerned with helping 

such countries in their period of rapid social change and its resulting disruptions, 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin and President Lothar Kreyssig of the Church of 
Magdeburg have also spoken out on the subject. President Kreyssig declared that 
people in Germany were far from realising their responsibility and must learn to 
make sacrifices to help underdeveloped countries. He referred to the great collec- 
tion for the purpose at the Frankfurt Kirchentagin 1956 as a first stepin the 


right direction, &.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Council of EKD Backs Dibelius 


(Hamburg) - "The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EXD) has complete 
confidence in its president, Bishop Dibelius, and knows that this view is shared 
by the whole Evangelical Church", says a resolution passed unanimously by the 
Council of the EKD at a meeting in Hamburg. The Council opposed attacks made on 
the bishop (see EPS No. 15/16) since the meeting of the all-German Synod, Bishop 
Dibelius is one of the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches. 


The EKD's Council also said it was "worried and shocked! to learm of the in- 
creasing desecration of cemeteries, and especially of Jewish graves. It asked the 
churches to do everything in their power to check these alarming tendencies. 


Dr. Hermann Kunst, representative of the Council to the Federal Government at 
Bonn, was instructed to urge the government to allow conscientious objectors to 


undertake service in "ecumenical camps" as an alternative to military service. 
E.P.Se, Geneva 


NETHERLANDS World Bible Societies Confer 


For the first time the committees and staffs of some of the world's largest 
Bible Societies met together in Amsterdam from May 23-27 to discuss the world's 


“heeds of the Bible and the response of Bible Societies. The Netherlands Minister to 
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Turkey, Dr. W. Huender, one-time head of the Netherlands Military Mission in Berlin 
and a former Governor of Surinam, spoke on the pattern of the moder world. Present 
opportunities were presented by Mr. P, Mahanty for India and Mr. L.B. Greaves for 
Africa. : 


The meetings were called by the Netherlands Bible Society, and included Bible 
societies which had taken an active part in the formation of the United Bible 
Societies ten years ago, including the American Bible Society, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, the Norwegian Bible Society, the National Bible Society of 
Scotland, and the host society. The secretary of the Union of German Bible Societies 
was also present. BePede, Geneva 


In Brief 


Sixty guests attended the official welcome on May 18 of Mr. D.H. Rubenstein 
as the first full-time warden of the Wilgespruit Fellowship Centre in the Union 
of South Africa. The service was held in a stone chapel, built by work campers. 
The ecumenical centre came into being 10 years ago when a small prayer group felt 
the need of a place where Christians of all persuasions and backgrounds could 
meet together, At that time the group consisted of six men - an American, an English 
man, a Frenchman, an Msutu, a South African and a Zulu. The centre is 12 miles 
from Johannesburg on an abandoned farm. 
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The Annual Council of the Fellowship of Reconciliation of Great Britain has 
condemned the Government for proceeding with nuclear tests, The council, at its 
annual meeting this month in London, said that "a world which continues to place 
its trust in such evils is docmed!, 
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The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of evangelical Christianity in 
Guatemala was celebrated on Sunday, May 5, when 40,000 persons marched through the 
streets of Guatemala City to a huge mass meeting -- one of the largest Protestant 
gatherings ever held in Latin America. The procession, described as unprecedented, 
filled 70 city blocks.Speaker at the mass meeting in a field provided by the 
covernment was Dr. Alfonso Rodriguez of Cuba, He was introduced by President John 
A, Mackay of Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey. 
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More than 3,000 persons of all races marched through Cape Town, South Africa, 
on May 18, protesting against the Native Laws Amendment Bill. The Anglican Dean of 
Cape Town, the Very Rev. T.d. Savage, addressed the throng, saying that "We must 
protest, and, if necessary, disregard this law. We must obey God rather than man." 
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The Congregational Union of fingland and Wales has adopted a revision of its - 
constitution to embody the principle that "independent churches can and should co- 
Operate, and may delegate certain duties", The preamble to the constitution says 
that "independence which is isolation and self-sufficiency is sinful". 


sJ- 
i 
4, 

Pd 


v 


Dr. Robert S, Paul, associate director of the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches, Bossey, Switzerland, will become Professor of Church 
‘History in the Hartford Theological Seminary, Connecticut, in the summer of 1958. 
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Dr. Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor of the German Federal Republic, has written to 
Bishop Otto Dibelius to tell him that the Federal Republic will ascertain the ex- 
tent of work being done on Sundays in the Federal Republic and re-examine legisla- 
tion on the question. He was responding to a request from the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. The Chancellor himself expressed concern about the 
increase of Sunday work in many branches of industry, and emphasised that Sundays 
and holidays were protected by the Constitution, 
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The film "Broken liask", produced by the Broadcasting and Film Commission of 
the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A., has won the first prize in the 
"Religion and Ethics! category of the fourth annual non-theatrical motion picture 
contest sponsored by the Film Council of America. 
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A Revised Standard Version of the Apocrypha will appear in the United States 
on September 30, In 1952 the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
asked the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. to undertake 
the translation of the Apocrypha, and it was authorised by the Council's General 
Board in December, 1952. 
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Professor Jean Daniel Benoit, the well-known expert on Calvin, who is vice- 
dean of the Theological Faculty of Strasbourg University, has been made a Knight 
of the French Legion of Honour. The decoration was conferred by the French 
Ministry of Education. 
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Dr. Julius Dépfner, the new Roman Catholic Bishop of East and West Berlin, 
has instructed clergy and all church workers in his diocese not to make any state- 
ments concerning political and other burning problems of the day, if asked to do 
so by the state authorities. Such statements could be made, he said, only by the 
German episcopate in the name of the Roman Catholic Church. 
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The thirteen-hundredth anniversary of the founding of the Abbey of Whitby, 
England, by St. Hilda was celebrated by an Anglican procession of witness and a 
service in the ruined Abbey on May 12. The preacher was the Archbishop of York, 
Dr. Michael Ramsey. ate ; 
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Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA, has been cited for "outstanding achievement in 1956", CWS was 
one of five welfare groups to receive the first annual Joseph P. Chamberlain 
Memorial Award from the New York State Committee on Refugees. Governor Averell 
Harriman of New York made the presentation to CWS, Catholic Relief Service- 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, Lutheran Refugee Service, United HIAS Ser- 
vice and the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration. 


* * 


The draft constitution for the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania 
(see EPS No. 41, 1955) has now been approved by the needed eighteen of the twenty- 


five diocesan synods, including the required two Metropolitan sees, 
E.PeSe, Geneva 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches * The International Missionary Council 
The World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations x The World Young Women’s 


Christian Association * The World’s Student Christian Federation « The World Council of 
Christian Education x The United Bible Societies 


ABLES: OIKOUMENE GENEVA +» TELEPHONE 367130: + 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


No. 22 Twenty-fourth Year June 7th, 1957 


1 y W7Ay ‘ 7 


On other pages 


Church of Scotland to Study Salah Conference of European Churches 

on Relations with Anglicans ..... 2 Mormed (Lise lund) g.ue yen eRe S! 
Roman Catholic Professor Praises Evangelism in City and Pes: Pact Nt! 
®oumeni cal Movement ss. ie ce< 6 28 EHastbcurne ICA Consultation ..... §& 


Christian Leaders Join in Plea for Refugees 


Church leaders working for refugees have been prominent at a conference on 
"The Refugee Problem ~ Today and Tomorrow" held at the United Nations European 
Headquarters in Geneva. 


The conference was called on May 27 and 28 by the Conference of Non-Govern- 
mental Organisations interested in Migration and the Standing Conference of Volun- 
tary Agencies working for Refugees, in association with the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Intergovernmental Committee for 
European Migration. Dr, Edgar Chandler, director of Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches, was co-chairman. 


The conference expressed the hope that governments who responded to the Hun- 
garian refugees would "complete the task by accepting a due share of the refugees 
from Hungary still remaining in Austria and Yugoslavia". 


The delegates suggested that the groups sponsoring the conference appoint a 
standing committee to study the whole problem of the refugees in the Far Hast and 
to draw attention to the needs there. The United Nations was urged to recognise 
the 700,000 refugees in Hong Kong as coming within its mandate. The conference 
"earnestly hoped" that exit permits for Europeans in China would be granted in in- 
creasing numbers. 


At an earlier session the delegates had heard Mr. Duncan Wood, director of the 
Quaker Centre in Geneva, say that the plight of the European refugees in China is 
particularly relevant to the purposes of the conference. "We have met under the 
impact of the Hungarian exodus and will be devoting much time and thought to the 
problems which that exodus poses for us. At the same time we are all concerned 
that the outburst of sympathy for the Hungarian refugees should not blind us to 

the continuing need of the long-term or 'old' refugee. Now, of all the groups of 
old refugees, the Europeans in China are the most deserving of our sympathy. Many 
have been refugees for 20 years; most are over 40," 
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The aim we the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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There are about 15,000 Europeans in China, Mr. Wood said, and in the Far East 
there are 22 million uprooted Asians. 


With regard to refugees in the Middle East, the conference recognised the com= 
plexity of political questions involved, but felt a solution to the many problems 
could be found in three ways. First, the delegates hoped Israel would reiterate 
its offer of compensation and repatriation. They also expressed the desire that 
the Arab states should give "prime importance to the human aspect of the refugee 
problem and give sympathetic cooperation to projects for compensation, resettle- 
ment and integration", The delegates also hoped the United Nations would provide 
maximum assistance. 


At the opéning session, Dr. Elfan Rees, European representative of the Commis- 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs, had suggested three classic solu- 
tions to the problems in the Middle East - repatriation, migration and integration. 
But, he said, repatriation has never solved a modern refugee problem and "migration 
opportunities for the Arabs are so sharply limited that we mst come to the con- 
clusion that that is not the answer", 


By far the easiest solution is integration, he pointed out, "and there is room 
for the refugees. There is land for them in Syria and Iraq, and there is develop- 
ing a demand for the kind of manpower they represent. More unusual still, there is 
the money available to make it possible. The sum of $200,000,000 has been designated 
by the UN for thomes and jobs' for the Arab refugees, and that money is unspent, 
not because the Arabs are strangers in a strange land, which they are not, or 
because there is no room for them, because there is, but because of the political 
situation." Among other refugees in the Middle Kast, Dr. Rees cited the 200,000 
living in the Gaza strip and the 20,000 Jews who have left Egypt since October. 


Bearing in mind that the present mandate of the Office of the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees expires in December 1958, the conference went on record 
with the hope that it would be renewed without a time limit. 


Remembering the recent crisis caused by the flood of refugees from Hungary, 
the conference drew up recommendations regarding the reception of refugees in 
emergency situations, and suggested that governments likely to be faced with such 
emergencies should have a plan of action ready. 


Among the speakers at the conference was Dr. Auguste Lindt, UN High Commission- 
er for Refugees, who told the delegates that the problem of the refugees can only 
be solved "when you, the voluntary agencies who have direct access to public opinion 
in so many towns and villages, help to realise this programme of integration and 
migration", 


Other speakers during the two-day meeting were Dr. Oskar Helmer, Federal 
Minister for the Interior of Austria, and Ambassador H.H. Tittman, director of ICEM. 


Just prior to the opening of the conference, Jewish, Protestant and Catholic 
services were held in Geneva, with clergymen of the three faiths urging churches 
and governments to open their docrs to the refugees of the world (see EPS No. 21). 

ePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Church of Scotland to Study Aeport on Relations with Anglicans 


The General Assembly of the Church of Seotland has commended the report on 
relationships between Anglican and Presbyterian churches in England and Scotland 
(see EPS No. 18) for "careful study by "members of the Church at every level". 
The document, prepared by a theological commission, will now be examined by study 
groups of clergy and laity in presbyteries and parishes of the Church of Scotland. 
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It suggests the consecration of bishops in the Presbyterian churches and ordination 
of elders in Anglican churches. 


Sir Thomas Taylor, Principal of Aberdeen University, who seccnded reception 
of the report by the assembly, said there should be no fear of examining its re- 
commendations more closely. "Do we not trust our own people?" he said. "Ur are we 
going to safeguard the faithful by putting the document on the index of prohibited 
books?" 


Dr. A.C. Craig, who presented the proposals, said they had been called "dyna- 
mite’, but in his opinion were "theological penicillin", He claimed there had been 
no "capitulation on points of essential principle by the heirs and trustees of the 
Scottish Reformation" and that "Presbyterians and Anglicans had both lost an 
essential part of their heritage - the unity enjoined by the New Testament". He 
envisaged a "mutual commissioning" and assured the assembly that "the ministry of 
the Anglican Communion within the Presbyterian Church would quite certainly have 
to be authorised", 


The decision to commend the report for further study was taken by a substantial 


majority after a debate without special incident. HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Roman Catholic Professor Praises Ecumenical Movement 


In public lectures delivered in Edinburgh, Father Bernard Leeming, Professor 
of Dogmatic Theology at Heythrop College, Oxford, England, said that the World 
Council of Churches had been the object of much misunderstanding. People had taken 
it for a sort of super-church, which it did not claim to be. He declared that in 
its early days the Council had been marked by the spirit of the slogan "Service 
unites, doctrine divides", but that it was becoming more and more a "theological 
and sociological university" and opening up "new vistas of thought", 


Father Leeming said that our own day had witnessed a revolution in Protestant 
Christianity comparable to its beginnings in the sixteenth century. Protestants 
had come to see that disunity was contrary to the mind of Christ and that the 
existence of many churches was a scandal, hindering missionary expansion and weaken- 
ing Christian resistance to secularism and materialism. Now the watchword was 
"denominations must die". It was accepted that Christ's Church should be one, 
Division in the Church, according to the report on relations between Anglican and 
Presbyterian churches, contradicts its own nature. . 


The lecturer went on to warn that reunion movements offered no quick or easy- 
solution, and those taking part in them recognised the need for patience and self- 
sacrifice. Roman Catholics were deeply sympathetic with their fellow-Christians in 
this matter of conscience. For Catholics there was no theological problem con-— 
cerning the form in which unity might be achieved, as they sincerely and humbly 
believed that the form was already present in the actual unity of the Catholic 
Church. There remained, however, the personal and ever-present problem of dis- 
charging their duty of charity to those outside their Church. If they failed in 


this duty, they were not true Catholics. E.P.S., Geneva 
AUST RIA Bishop Ordass Visits West for First Time since 1948 


Iutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass, with eight other Hungarian Lutheran pastors, 
has attended a conference of the Iutheran World Federation held in Salzerbad, 
Austria, to make plans for the LiiF's third assembly at Minneapolis, USA, this 
summer. This is the first time the bishop has travelled outside his own country 
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since 1948, when he attended the Amsterdam inaugural assembly of the World Council 
of Churches. Imprisoned by the state in 1948 on false charges of "currency manipula- 
tion", he was rehabilitated by church and state just before last year's Hungarian 
revolt, 


Bishop Ordass said, on arrival in Austria, that the interest of youth in the 
work of the church in Hungary was increasing. The Hungarian Lutheran churches, he 
reported, could now again sponsor conferences for laymen, youth, pastors and 
pastors! wives. This has not been possible in Hungary for the last few years. 


After the meeting in Austria, Bishop Ordass visited Berlin and attended a 
conference of Kuropean church leaders at Liselund, Denmark (see below). Other 
members of his party included Dr. Lajos Vetoe, former lutheran bishop, who is now 
lecturing in the lutheran theological seminary in Budapest, retired lutheran 
Bishop Josef Szabo, Dr. Andras Keken, dean of the Deak Ter church in Budapest, 
Director Imre Vedroeds, editor of the pastors' monthly Lelkipastor, Pastor Gyorgy 
Kendeh, and four professors from the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Budapest. 
Pastor Kendeh, who had been removed from his church in 1950 because of loyalty to 
Bishop Ordass, was rehabilitated on October 14, 1956, and is now director of 
relief activities for the Lutheran churches in Hungary. HePeS., Geneva 


No Reply on Lutheran Request to Visit Siberia 


An exploratory request for permission for a lutheran World Federation delega- 
tion to visit Lutheran church groups in Siberia has not been acknowledged by the 
Russian government. The request was in a letter sent last October to: the Russian 
Legation in Bern, Switzerland, according to the Rev. Bengt Hoffman, director of 
the LiF's Department of World Service. 


The delegation would attempt to establish contact with "newly discovered"! 
groups in Siberia isolated for 20 years. The Russian lutheran Church was officially 
dissolved in 1938, but in early 1956 a letter was received in Germany from a 
pastor in Siberia who asked for 10,000 confirmation certificates, These wer then 
sent, along with other aid. 

It is estimated that there are one million German-speaking people in Siberia, 


many of whom have kept up their lutheran tradition. They were deported to Siberia 
in the 1930s. They are reported to be using lay preachers because of the difficulty 


of obtaining trained and ordained pastors. B.P.S., Geneva 
DENMARK Conference of European Churches Formed 


(Liselund) - Leaders from thirty-five European churches meeting in the Danish town 
of Liselund (see EPS No. 18) have decided to create a "Conference of European 
Churches!', The new body regards itself as provisional, pending formation of a 
"European Council of Churches" which can act as a regional organisation in touch 
with the World Council of Churches and with the consent of the World Council's 
member churches. European churches not represented at Liselund are to be asked 

to join the group. The Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church will 

not be invited except with the agreement of the \CC. 


The purpose of the new organisation is to strengthen links between the 
European churches within the ecumenical movement through extensive cooperation, 
and especially to foster exchange of thought between East and West. The provisional 
basis says that any church which has an "ecumenical outlook" can belong to the 
"Huropean Conference", whether it is a member of the WCC or not. 
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An Executive Committee and officers have been elected. The secretariat will 


have its headquarters at The Hague. A liaison officer will be appointed to keep 


in touch with the WCC in Geneva. Dr, Lajos Ordass (Bishop of the Lutheran Church) 
and Dr. Josef Hromadka (Professor of Theology at Prague) were among those who 
attended the Liselund Conference. Delegates from Evangelical churches in the 
German Democratic Republic were unable to participate, owing to difficulty in 


. obtaining visas. 


Dr. Roger Mehl (Professor of Theology at Strasbourg) and Dr. Ernst Wilm 
(president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia) spoke on the special task of 
the Church today in a Europe split by political and confessional. divisions. Pro- 
fessor Mehl said it was all the more urgent for the European churches to take 
common action because it is in Europe that the great ideologies clash. Further-— 
more,as the "cradle of nationalism", Europe must consider howto help the young 
nations of Asia and Africa to overcome their nationalism. "We have no time to 
lose", said Dr. Wilm. "We must throw into the balance the uniting power of the 
Christian message." H.P.Se, Geneva 


World YWCA Executive Plans Study and Action for Peace 


At a meeting at Crét Bérard, Switzerland, during May, the World YWCA Executive 
Committee decided to encourage its national associations to explore "ways of de- 
veloping programmes of study and action for peace! in "the present period of atomic 
and nuclear experiment". A seminar will be held in November 1958 to deal with 
"Christians facing the problems of peacel', 


In a recommendation on the subject, the Executive Committee declared that "man 
lives in fear before an unknown future and in distress before the sufferings of 
millions of his fellow men". "Young people in particular", the committee declared, 
"feel increasingly powerless before baffling and unresolved problems, The problems 
remain unsolved, not because the necessary intelligence is lacking and not because 
there is a general lack of good will. Men feel that they have not the power to do 
the good they know they ought to do," 


"Bewilderment", the statement goes on, "is especially evident in the increas- 
ing public apprehension expressed about the holding of nuclear bomb tests, The im~ 
plications of these tests concern each human being. Therefore, there is urgent 
need for YWCAs to devote attention and thought to the attitudes and statements of 
scientists, churches and other Christian groups, who have already expressed, and 
continue to express, controversial opinions," 


A programme to commend again to national associations the implementation of a 
statement on world peace issued by the World YWCA Council in 1955 is then suggested. 
The recommendation is made "in the faith that it is the will of God that man should 
not be enslaved and destroyed by powers he has discovered in nature, and by the 
technical means he has invented, but should use them to the glory of God, and for 
the well—being of the peoples of the earth, and in the belief that it is our task 
to confrent our members personally with the crucial problem of peace in the atomic 
age .'! 


The mesting, under the chairmanship of the Hon. Isabel G. Catto of the United 
Kingdom, discussed continuation of work with refugees being done jointly with the 
World YMCA in Austria, Germany and Trieste and in cooperation with national YWCAs 
in the Middle East, Members present at the meeting came from Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, the United Kingdom, Jamaica, Japan, 


‘the Netherlands, the Philippines, South Africa, Switzerland and the USA. 
a | EeP.S., Geneva 
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YMCA Celebrates Tenth Anniversary of Castle Mainau 


The International Institute, Castle iiainau (near Constance, Germany) celebrated 
its tenth anniversary in May with a reception given by its director, the Rev. Tore 
littmarck, for civic and religious leaders from Constance and the neighbouring 
area, Representatives from Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Souther Gemany also 
attended. 


Started in 1947 by Count Lennart Bernadotte, in cooperation with the YMCAs of 
Germany and Sweden, as a project in international understanding, the study centre 
is now directly related to the World Alliance of YMCAs and all national YNCA 
movements in Europe. 


Dr. Paul M, Limbert, secretary general of the World Alliance, said the Insti- 
tute had become a centre of consultations on youth problems in the more than 
seventy countries where the YMCA is at work. 'We want here to study what is happen-— 
ing to young people in the modern world with all its baffling technological and 
ideological changes," he said, "and to see how we can help them develop and main- 
tain a strong Christian faith in this kind of world," 


The Institute is basically Christian in purpose and outlook and serves YiICA 
members in many countries, including Roman Catholics and Orthodox as well as Pro- 
testants, by inviting leaders from all these confessions to its meetings. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Sunday School Conference Urges Better Family Worship 


A conference of Sunday School experts from "Latin countries! held at Crét 
Bérard, near Lausanne, has recommended closer association of families with the 
regular worship of the Church, The conference, third in a series called recently 
under the auspices of the iorld Sunday School Association, has asked Sunday School 
bodies and churches in the countries represented to follow up the findings of the 
meeting, which took "The Word of God and the Family" as its theme. 


Among suggestions from the meeting, which underlined the "profound organic 
unity of the family" as seen in the Bible, are proposals for more direct religious 
teaching in the family itself, practice of family worship, and an attempt on the 
part of the church "not to tend to separate the various parts of the family" by 
"overspecialised activities and organisations arranged according to age and sex". 


The conference made a plea for "participation by everyone in assembling for 

| praise and hearing the word of God", and suggested further study of ways of wor-— 

_ ship that wculd ensure combined participation of men, women, elderly people, parents, 
and children. "Such an inquiry," said the report of the group, "might also give 
opportunity to re-examine the problems of liturgy and preaching - which are often 
hard to understand, and couched in over-abstract vocabulary - and the question of 
the physical setting for worship and religious instruction", 


. 


Representatives of Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, Madagascar, Portugal and 
Switzerland attended the meeting. Addresses were given by Professor Frank Michaelis, 
of the Protestant Theological Faculty in Paris. The jorld Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Association was represented by its general secretary, 
the Rev. Nelson Chappel of New York, and by the Rev. Andrew Wright, London. 
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Bossey Meeting Studies Evangelism in City and Industry 
Forty-five evangelists from nine ccuntries in Europe and America, drawn from 
eight different confessivnal backgrounds, have studied the role of the churches in 
cities and industrial societies in a consultation called at the Ecumenical Institute, 
Bossey, Switzerland, by the Institute and the i/CC's Department of Evangelism. 


In an attempt to define the human problems involved, the group discovered 
different situations in the USA and "countries in rapid social change! on the one 
hand, and Europe on the other, Changes in city population and others due to automa- 
tion make new communities hard to form in the first group of countries. The family 
tends to break up and forms of escape from the problems arising range from tele- 
vision to narcotics. In Europe a pattern of small communities within the city seems 
to be emerging, providing a new form of culture for city dwellers. The Christian 
message and the church have to be related to these new conditions, 


The consultation agreed that the church has to find new "patterns of life! 
and new ways of stating its message to reach the mass of urban population. 


Two lines for further study were proposed. The first suggested defining evan- 
gelism in terms of the statement made by the Section on evangelism at the Second 
Assembly of the WCC at Evanston in 1954 that "Jesus Christ himself is the evangelist 
to whose work we are called to bear witness", Pastor Horst Szymanowski of Mainz- 

_Kastel, Germany, said that "the evangelist of today must identify himself with the 
this-worldly thinking of the industrial worker in order to discover with this 

_ worker the implications of Christ's life, death and resurrection there". Since the 
basis of evangelism is a confidence that the world is in the hands of a reconcil- 
ing God known to us in Christ and giving men specific tasks, the consultation said 
that evangelism should be "an aspect of every man's life and not a special task 
assigned to a few' in the churches. Professional evangelists should therefore "help 
all Christians to develop their own evangelistic responsibility in the place where 
they live and work", 


A second line suggested for further study concerned the structure of the 
Church. It was pointed out that "new forms of Christian community appropriate to 
_city and industrial life are outside the traditional parish structure!, Father St. 
John Groser (Anglican), of London, emphasised that "pioneers in new forms of church 

life outside the traditional structure must not allow themselves to be separated 
in spirit or intention from the Church, even when they are rejected by the Church", 


The same subject is proposed for study at a larger conference for pastors and 


missionaries at Bossey in 1958. EeP.Se, Geneva 
- GERMANY i Preaching in the Church Today 


' (Hamburg) - The Hamburg general Synod of the ten Lutheran "Landeskirchen" affiliat- 
ed in-the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) has drawn up a 

seven-point statement on the central theme of its conference on "Preaching", 

Preachers are asked to bear in mind the limited capacity of "over-saturated" modern 
' people to absorb ideas. Preachers and congregations are urged to remain together 
_to discuss the sermon afterwards. Pastors are recommended to prepare their ser- 
"mons in cooperation with a circle of elders, and to give up other activities to 
/find the time to do so, They are urged to use better aids to preaching and to make 
thorough use of the new commentaries based on modern biblical exegesis. 


s 


| Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover and head Bishop of the VELKD, made a plea 
/for simplicity in preaching in an address on "\hat and How Shall We Preach Today?" 
‘if a preacher could not speak "simply", it meant either that he had not understood 
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what he said, or\that he did not believe in it himself, It was equally bad to repeat 
platitudes and to strain after false modernism. Brilliance and eloquence were in- 
adequate to help people. Any attempt to modermise the language of the sermon was 
bound to fail unless the preacher's personal faith and conviction were clear. Bishop 
Lilje uttered a warning against pouring a pseudo-modern "existentialist sauce!! over 
the sermon. As for the question what should be preached today, there was only one 
answer: Christ. There was no other legitimate subject on which the Church could preach. 
EePeSe, Geneva 


U.S.S.Re Reformed Church Groups Reported Active 


The Hungarian Reformed Church paper "Lelkipasztor", has carried reports of the 
long-isolated Reformed (Presbyterian) Church in the sub-Carpathian Ukraine. The sub- 
Carpathian district, with a population of about 600,000, once belonged to the King- 
dom of Hungary. It was handed over to Czechoslovakia in 1919 under the Treaty of 
Trianon, After the Munich Agreement of 1938 it was restored to Hungary. At the end 
of the second world war it reverted to Czechoslovakia for a few months, and was then 
ceded to the USSR. 


According to the report, there are now 120,000 members of the Reformed Church 
in this district. They are all people who have applied personally for admission to 
the church. They have to be over 18 years of age and to have signed the Reformed 
confession of faith. They must promise to help meet the church's material needs. 
The members are divided into 91 parishes served by 69 pastors. As it is impossible 
to train enough pastors, it is hoped to send theolosical students to study in Hungary 
or Czechoslovakia. Most members of the church are Hungarian by language and tradition. 


Ninety per cent of the members of the Reformed Church of the sub-Carpathian 
Ukraine attend church regularly. The church is probably the largest Presbyterian 
group in the USSR, HePeSe, Geneva 


German Refugee Problem Presented to Eastbourne Meeting 


West Germany must be prepared to find housing and food for 385,000 refugees 
during 1957. That is the estimate of Miss Elisabeth Urbig of Inner liission and Hilfs- 
werk of the Evangelical Church in Germany, speaking at the Annual Consultation of 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the iJorld Council of 
Churches. 


More than 150 clergymen and laymen from 35 nations met from May 31 to June 5 in 
the Town Hall at Eastbcurne, England, considering the theme, "Inter-—Church Aid as an 
Expression of the Fellowship of the Church", 


Miss Urbig, explaining the West German churches! continuing need for inter- 
church aid, said, "the churches in Jest Germany do not ask for money for our own 
housing or church construction programnes. But we do require material aid ~ food and 
clothing - for these refugees," 


She said that by the end of February, there were 235,000 persons living in so- 
called "residential camps" in vest Germany, Of these, she explained, 135,000 are ex- 
pellees, 27,000 are homeless foreigners (not Hungarians), and 20,000 are refugees 
from the East Zone. Of these, 35 1/2 per cent have been living in camps for more 
than eight years. In addition, there are another 200,000 East Zone refugees living 
in mass camps in the German Federal Republic and in Berlin, she said, 


Another problem is the growing number of recently repatriated families from 
Poland, iiss Urbig told the consultation. "During the first six months of 1956 they 
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came at the rate of 29 per day. In the last six months of 1950, 80 came every day. 
In January, 1957, the rate had jumped to 219 persons a day and in February the 
figure was 400." 


"Do you expect me to give more and other reasons for the need for continued 
inter-church aid within West Germany?" she asked. 


"The West German churches," Miss Urbig continued, "have made every effort to 
share in providing the spiritual, financial and material inter-church aid require 
ments for East Germany, In 1956 non-German churches gave 2,500,000 Deutschmarks 
for the support of the churches in the German Democratic Republic, all of it used 
for relief work, During the same period, West German churches gave 12 million 
Deutschmarks for the work of the churches in the East Zone and in 1957 this sum 
must and will be increased to 20 million." 


Dr. Russell Stevenson of New York, director of Church World Service operations 
outside Europe, speaking on material relief, said that in 1956 shipments channelled 
from United States churches through CWS went to 40 nations and were valued at more 
than 31 million dollars. "These gcods would have filled 4,000 railroad freight 
cars making a train that would extend 40 miles," he said, CWS is the relief arm of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The consultation was meeting in Britain at the invitation of the British Coun- 
cil of Churches, The delegates ~ laymen and clergymen - were charged with reviewing 
the work of the past year and advising the staff on policy and procedure in the 
coming year, The consultation was responsible for working out the total strategy 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. The 
WCC represents 165 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox bodies from more than 50 
countries. BePs., Geneva 


Death of IC Staff iiember 


Mr, Ernest J, Bingle, editorial secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, died suddenly in New York on Friday, May 31, at the age of 54, shortly 
after attending a ccnference of Caribbean churches and missions held in Jamaica. 

A Methodist layman, he served for some years in India as a lecturer at the liadras 
Christian College. On return to England he became editor of "World Dominion" and 
since 1952 has edited "The International Review of Missions! and "The World Chris- 
tian Handbook", He leaves a widow and two sons, HePeSe, Geneva 


In Brief 


Delegates to the fiftieth annual American Baptist Convention have voted 
unanimously to forbid racial discrimination in the denomination's 6,300 churches. 
The delegates also resolved not to align themselves with any group that sought to 
retain segregation "whether in country clubs, dormitories, fraternities, service 
clubs, organisations of property owners, the Ku Klux Klan and the White Citizens! 
Councils". 


Se 
os 
se 
aS 


Polish Baptist churches were visited in May by Dr. Ernest A. Payne, general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, and Dr. Henry Cook, 
associate general secretary of the Baptist World Alliance. The two leaders travelled 
to Warsaw, Kracow, Katcwice, Gdansk, Bialystok and other centres,and attended a 


. meeting of the Polish Ecumenical Council. 
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The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the USA has unanimously 
endorsed the proposed plan of union with the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America (see EPS No. 11), following its approval during the past year by the re- 
quired two-thirds majority of the presbyteries of the USA Church. The United Pres- 
byterians will vote on the proposed merger during June. 
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The suggestion of Dr. Oscar Cullmann, theological professor at Basle, that 
during the annual week of prayer for Christian unity Protestants should make 
collections for needy Catholics, and Catholics for needy Protestants (see EPS No. 
4) has met with a first response. A member of a Roman Catholic order in Rome has 
given Dr. Cullmann a generous donation "for a poor Protestant in Rome", and Wal~ 
densian students in Italy have taken a collection to be used by a Franciscan monk 
in Rome to help necessitous Catholics. 
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On Whit Monday an ecumenical service will be broadcast from Hilversum (lst 
programme) at 9.20 pem. It consists of three Protestant services recorded pre- 
viously in Wuppertal (Germany), The Hague (Netherlands) and Basle (Switzerland). 
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Secretary General Tormod Vagan, of the Norwegian Missionary Council, has pre- 
dicted in an Oslo daily newspaper that the Council will leave the International 
Missionary Council if it is integrated with the World Council of Churches (see EPS 
No, 32, 1956). He says that the missionary movement in Norway is revivalist in 
character and would suffer "a spiritual loss! if involved in the wider framework 
of the World Council of Churches where "Orthodox, Coptic and Protestant Christians 
stand shoulder to shoulder", 
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The Free Churches in Sweden have requested that more time be given for re- 
ligious programmes by the state-controlled Swedish National Broadcasting Service, 
and that two assistants be provided for the one clergyman at present in charge of 
religious broadcasts. 
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The Roman Catholic Church in Spain has launched a Bible reading campaign. 
Spanish versions of the Bible in whole or part are being sold, though at a price 
three times greater than editions available from evangelical presses. Travelling 
Bible exhibitions have been organised by the-Roman Catholic Church in various parts 
of the country. The new movement is a follow-up of the Papal Encyclical "Divino 
afflante Spiritul (1943) on the Bible. 
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The Soviet periodical "Molodoi Kommunist" has drawn attention to defections 
from the membership of the Komsomol (Communist youth organisation) to Baptist and 
"sectarian" youth groups in the Soviet Union, To combat such trends the paper 
calls for improved atheistic and anti-religious literature, claiming that youth is 
drawn to religion because it is not properly instructed in the bases of "scientific 
atheism! , 
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The remote Church of the Cook Islands in the South Pacific has sent a special 
collection from a recent service to the Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches for the "support of the work the World Council is doing for the Hun- 
garian people!', The gift was sent through the National Christian Council in New 
Zealand, BePeSe, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Bishop of Chichester to Resign 


The Bishop of Chichester, Dr. G.K.A. Bell, who is honorary president of the 
World Council of Churches, has announced his intention of resigning as Bishop of 
Chichester at the end of 1957. 


Announcing his decision to his diocesan council, the Bishop said he would be 
75 in February 1958 and believed he should make way for a younger man. He said he 
wished his successor to be appointed in time to attend next year's Lambeth Con- 
ference of Anglican bishops from all over the world. 


The bishop has held office in Chichester for 29 years. He is the senior 
English bishop by date of consecration and had previously been Dean of Canterbury, 
where he became well-known as a friend of the arts and commissioned plays for 
performances in his cathedral, including T.S. Hliot's "Murder in the Cathedral", 


During the war he was active in following up contacts with German church 
leaders who opposed nazism (see EPS Ne 20) and was an outspoken critic of "oblitera- 
tion bombing" and the policy of "unconditional surrender", 


Since 1919, when he was secretary to the late Archbishop Randall Davidson of 
Canterbury, Dr. Bell has been a leader in the ecumenical movement. He was elected 
honorary president of the WCC, after chairing its Central Committee between 1948 
and 1954, He said he would continue to serve the World Council to the best of his 
abilities and "work for the cause of Christian unity and fellowship and for world 


peace! , BePeSe, Geneva 
PUERTO RICO Caribbean Christian Leaders Confer 


(San German) - A plan to hold another consultation of Caribbean Christian leaders 
was one of the recommendations adopted at the closing session of a recent area-wide 
interdenominational meeting. Fifty-one delegates from sixteen countries of the 
Caribbean and neighbouring countries attended the meeting May 17-24 on the campus 
of the Inter-American University, San German, Puerto Rico (see EPS No, 17). 
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Sponsored by the International Missionary Council in cooperation with the 
- World Council of Christian Education, the meeting stressed fellowship and exchange 
of information and materials among the Protestant churches at work in the area. 


Techniques of mass evangelism and the role of evangelism in the daily life 
of the church were highlighted in discussions at the meeting. The consultation 
recognised the value of union theological seminaries in the area. Countries which 
had such interdenominational educational institutions were found to be well ahead 
in theological education, 


Discussion on religious education centered around curriculum materials, 
Countries which were Spanish-speaking had adequate materials as a result of 
earlier efforts made by the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, Division 
of Foreign Missions, National Council of Churches, USA. The English-speaking 
countries in the area used materials from many different sources, none particu- 
larly suited to the region, 


Christian home and family life was discovered a relatively "neglected area! 
where much more intensive work must be done. The consultation followed the patter 
of presentation of preliminary papers and group discussion, It was not "an 
authoritative, administrative" body, but a group of religious leaders in the 
area meeting together for the first time to discover common interests and goals, 
according to Dr, J.ii. Decker of the International Missionary Council. 


Associated with Dr. Decker in the planning of the conference were the late 
E.Jd» Bingle (see EPS No, 22), editor of the International Review of Missions, and 
the Rev. Russell F. Harrison of the World Council of Christian Education. Bible. 
study was led by the Rev. Philip Potter, World Council of Churches! youth secre- 
tary who was born in the Caribbean area. 


Denominations represented were the Methodist, Presbyterian, Disciples of 
Christ, Anglican, Moravian, Churches of God, Lutheran, United Church of Canada, 
Dominican Evangelical Baptist, and Evangelical Church of Puerto Rico. Five Chris- 
tian councils in the area were also represented, H.P.S., Geneva 


40,000 Refugees Resettled by the World Council Last Year 


"This year we have the most thrilling report in history to make to you in 
the point of numbers - 40,000 refugees were resettled between April,1956, and 
May, 1957, by the World Council of Churches," Dr, Edgar H.S. Chandler, director 
of the Service to Refugees of the WCC, said on June 3, speaking to 150 church 
men from-35 nations attending the Annual Consultation of the Council's Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The consultation met at Kastbourne, 
England, from May 31 to June 5, 


"But having said that," Dr. Chandler continued, "I must tell you that our 
caseload is still about 150,000, just as it was when I reported to you a year 
ago. We must recognise that the problem of uprooted peoples is the greatest single 
problem of our time," 


The fact that 40,000 persons were resettled does not mean much, Dr, Chandler 
said, if "we do not see individuals and families behind the figure and if we do 
not visualise the churches in various countries who have made it possible for these 
people to come. This is a thrilling witness of inter-—church relationships - this 
working together to bring about the miracle of a new life," 
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Reviewing the work of the past year, representatives of the world-wide ref- 
ugee service field staff reported to the consultation, pointing up problems, 
describing successes and making pleas for aid for "those who can only look to 
the churches for help". 


"If the interest of the world had been held for another few weeks, then we 
could have liquidated the whole problem of the Hungarian refugees in Austria," 
Mr, Arthur Foster, WCC field officer in Austria, said. "But it dried up." 


The most pressing problem now is unaccompanied boys and girls = 3,800 of 
them, he reported. "We cantt under any circumstances leave these youths in their 
present environment," 


For-the last few weeks the WCC has been the only agency working along the 
Austrian-Hungarian border, Mr. Foster said, "where at one point there were 68 
groups, The glamour has gone and the money has mostly gone. But the refugees 
still are coming across = not many, but some, They come because to stay would 
mean extinction," 


Reporting on the current situation in Yugoslavia, Mr. Jan Van Hoogstaten 
said that 13,500 refugees remain in 25 camps. He is a member of the Church World 
Service staff, on loan to the WCC for work in Yugoslavia. About 2,300 Hungarians 
have returned home, he said, another 3,000 have migrated, mostly to European 
countries, and 560 have decided to remain in Yugoslavia. 


Consultation Commends Projects for Inter-Church Aid Su port 
ets Or ee revnuren ALG oupporu 


Interchurch aid projects around the world were commended to the member 
churches of the World Council of Churches on June 5 at the final sessions, 


The decisions on the various projects came after small discussion groups 
had studied lists of projects submitted by national councils of churches and 
inter-church aid committees, 


Typical among many widely differing projects are: one seeking support for 
theological training for pastors and Jymen in Spain; another in Vienna is to 
build a kindergarten in an industrial district for Protestant children, For 
Orthodox groups one of the aims is to rebuild five churches destroyed by earth- 
quakes in Greece, 


In Kast Pakistan, support is requested for a Fishermen's Cooperative Society 
at Gobindasri. In Hong Kong one of the projects is to start reading classes for 
children; in South Vietnam to construct a hospital in Saigon. 


Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, director of the Division, pointed out that the Division 
can only commend the projects to the churches as worthy of support. "Our role is 
wholly that of drawing the attention of the churches to them and comnending them 
for support. The Division has no treasury from which it can make direct grants 
to meet these needs. But we are confident that this programme provides an oppor-~ 
tunity for ecumenical service which will make not only for the renewal of the 
church, but also for the strensthening of its witness to the Gospel through a 
ministry to human need." 


The consultation brought together more than 150 clergymen and laymen from 
churches in 35 nations. 


In closing the consultation, Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, reminded the delegates that to be effective, "inter- 


_ church aid must be simply a reflection of the self-giving of Christ! 
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These are some of the statements that were made during the six-day consulta- 
tion: ‘ 


"Let us salute and recognise the one million Arab refugees as men, women 
and children and extend more help to them because they also are created in the 
image of God." ~ Mr, Labib Nasir, general secretary of the YMCA in Jordan, 
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"The most pathetic people in Israel are the Hebrew Christians who often 
suffer economic persecution and are often shunned by their families. They have 
been taken out of their own community and they are in a no man's land because 
often they are the victims of sects who have not brought them into the community 
of the church. Many people coming to Israel are hungering for a feéling of commun=- 
ity. They are open to receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is in such a situa- 
tion that you see the sin of Christian disunity, Cranks and sects-galore have 
turned Israel into a labyrinth for the Jew who would see Jesus." ~ The Rev. 
Gardiner Scott, minister of the Church of Scotland in Jerusalen and chairman of 
the National Christian Council of Israel, 
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"We do not want to live on the charity of Great Britain or the United States. 
We ask church-to-church help so we can say to our people, ‘Christians of the world 
have helped you so you can go forward to show the way to the country'. Our new 
nations have their freedom, but we need constructive work now, not fighting. The 
Church of Christ must lead the way.! - Bishop Chandu Ray, Church of India, Pakistan, 
Burma and Ceylon, 
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"The problems are so great that the piecemeal work we do on a denominational 
basis is increasingly inadequate. We must have a programme that dces not go into 
the pigeon holes on the desks of the mission boards, but into the hearts of the 
average church member, John Doe in Tulsa, Oklahoma, must be as aware of these 
larger needs as he is now of the needs of his own denomination." - Dr. Virgil 
Sly, chairman of Division of World Mission, United Christian Missionary Society, 
Disciples of Christ. 
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"The Church in East Asia has many needs and it is asking for the fulfilment 
of these needs on the basis of partnership and not merely as a receiver, The 
church in Pakistan is helping Indian refugees, the Indian church is assisting 
Pakistan refugees, Korea is sending missionaries to Thailand, the church in the 
Philippines is sending missionaries to Indonesia, Burma is planning to send 
missionaries to Thailand and is aiding flood victims in India, Indonesia is send- 
ing gifts to Hungarian refugees." —- The Rev. G.P. Charles, secretary of the Burma 
Christian Council, ' 
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"Interechurch aid is the cutting edge of the ecumenical development in Indo- 
nesia. Poverty has driven the Christians closer together and this makes deeper 
thinking and a reconsideration of the nature of the church necessary and urgent 
as never before," - Dr, Peter Latuihamallo, head of the Theological School, 

_ dakarta, Indonesia, 
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"As we develop the programme of inter-church aid we must aim to develop such 
a fellowship of mutual service in the churches that the distinctions ‘giving 
churches’ and treceiving churches', ‘western churches’ and 'castern churches! cease 
to have meaning. As we give ourselves to this ministry to human need, while the 
nature of service will change with changing situations, we can expect no respite 


nor look forward to any discharge from it." - Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, director of the 
wCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. He Poe, Geneva 
JAPAN Church Delegation Reports on China Visit 


A party of fifteen Christians from Japan has reported in Tokyo on a month's 
visit to the churches in the Chiness Pecple's Republic. 


The Rev. Junichi Asano, head of the delegation, said the object of the trip 
had been to restore relationships between the churches of the two countries and 
"share responsibility for Asian evangelism and world peace". 


lir, Asano said the Executive Committee of the "Three Self-Movement" in the 
Chinese churches under Dr. Y.T. Wu, had asked "that Japanese and Chinese Christians 
should be united in brotherhood" and endorsed "Japan's drive against hydrogen and 
atomic bombs". 


Expressing reservations abcut the relationsiip of the Chinese churches with 
their government, Mr, Asano said he doubted whether the churches were financially 
independent. He expressed fear that the principle of separation of church and state 
was in danger in China and said he noticed "a complete lack of any gratitude! on 
the part of Chinese Christians for the help they had received from mission boards 
in the past. 


Among signs of improved status for the Chinese people, the delegation's leader 
referred to improvements in the position of women, end especially the appointment 
of Madame iu Ling Pang as a provincial governcr. 


In a reference to the "Three Self-Movemert'' (for self-governmant, self-support 
and self~propagation) in the Chinese churches, Mr, Asano said, "we must help each 
other to bring about real self-governing, solf-supporting and self~propagating 


Christian movements in both countries", HeP.sSe, Geneva 
BULGARIA Death of Archbishop Stephan of Sofia 


Stephan, the former Archbishop cf Sofie and Exarch of Bulgaria, has died at 
the age of 79 in a monastery in Bulgaria, where he had been living in internment 
since 1949. Archbishop Stephan was consecrated as a bishop in 1920. As Archbishop 
of Sofia he attended many church congresses abroad between the two world wars, On 
January 23, 1945, he was elected Exarch and head of the Bulgarian Church. He then 
resumed relations with the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, from which his 
church had separated in 1872. In the summer of 1948 Archbishop Stephan was dis- 
missed from his office. HePeSe, Geneva 


AUSTRIA 
Protestant Church Grows 


According to a report received from Bishop Gerhard May of Vienna, the number 
of Protestants in Austria has increased since 1945 from 330,000 to 420,000. Twenty- 
three new Protestant congregations have been formed during the same period, Bishop 
May ascribed this increase in number mainly to conversions from Roman Catholicism. 
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Since the.time of National Socialism, relationships with the Roman Catholic 
Church have undergone "a fundamental change", says Bishop May. For the first time 
in the history of the Austrian church, the two confessions have cooperated in the 
pastoral care of soldiers and refugees. The great aim of the Protestant Church, 
he declared, was to obtain legal equality with the Roman Catholic Church. The 
financial position of the Protestant Church of Austria was even worse than that 
of the churches in East Germany. The Protestant Church does not receive state 
subsidies and has no access to taxation returns, Protestant pastors receive only 
60% of the salary of a secondary school teacher. HePeSe, Geneva 


In Brief 


Dr. Henry Cook of London, European secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, 
has been to Poland (see EPS No. 22), the Eastern sector of Berlin and Yugoslavia 
to visit Baptist churches. In Yugoslavia he conferred with vice-president Rodoljub 
Colakovic and officials of the state commission for religious affairs. 
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The Presbyterian Church in the USA at its 169th General Assembly decided to 
establish a Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations to replace the Church's 
Board of Foreign Missions and its permanent commission on inter-church relations. 
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Professor Paul Ricoeur, professor of Metapnysics at the Sorbonne in Paris, 
delivered the annual lecture of the John Knox House, Geneva, Switzerland, on June 
13. Taking as theme "State and Violence", he described the bearing upon Christian 
duty of extreme ethical dilemmas involving choices between loyalty to the state 
and loyalty to the Sermon on the Mount. The John Knox House is an ecumenical 
student centre of the Presbyterian Church USA. 
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Owing to extraordinary demand the Hungarian Protestant paper "Reformatusok 
Lapja" will increase its circulation this autumn, Its present circulation is 
17,000 copies. Four thousand letters of thanks have been received from readers 
following appearance of the first eight numbers since March. Back numbers are out 
of print. 

% % 

Dr. Schmutzler, Protestant student chaplain at Leipzig University, who was 
arrested two months ago (see EPS No, 15/16), has not been allowed any visitors in 
prison, When arrested Pastor Schmutzler had just recovered from a serious illness. 
The authorities of the German Democratic Republic have not yet announced detailed 
‘charges or a date for his trial, 


Roman Catholic sources report that since 1940 the number of Protestants in 
Chile has increased from 119,000 to 241,000, The total population of Chile is 
about six million. 


The Moscow Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church of Russia has restored the 
Walaama monastery (which is in Finnish territory) to the Finnish Orthodox Church. 
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Heinz Kloppenburg, Oberkirchenrat of Dortmund, has received an honorary degree 
as Doctor of Theology from Eden Theological Seminary (Webster Groves, Missouri, 
USA), in recognition of meritorious service to the Church, especially in the 
ecumenical field. 
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Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches, the Jewish community, the Youth Circle 
of Lower Saxony and many other associations have protested against the desecration 
of Jewish graves in Salzgitter-Lebenstedt. The protest was made in front of the 
Marktkirche in Hanover. Bishop Hanns Lilje, addressing the demonstrators, stressed 
the need for respect for human dignity and for the religious beliefs of others, 
irrespective of their faith, race or political views. 


In his call to prayer for the month of June Pope Pius XII appeals to all 


believing Catholics to pray for Scandinavia's return to the Roman Catholic Church. 
Roman Catholics in Scandinavia are at present a tiny minority. 
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Young German Evangelicals in Western Germany have been urged to spend their 
holidays more frequently in the East German Democratic Republic as the guests of 


church youth groups. 


se 
Pa 
si 
“ 


Pupils of secondary schools in the German Democratic Republik are to be denied 
permission to visit Western Germany. The Council of the Evangelical Church of the 
Union (EKU) has predicted that this measure will deepen the division between East 
and West Germany. The Council declared at its Berlin meeting that the prohibition 
of travel obstructed the efforts of the Church to build a bridge between Protestants 
in Hast and West Germany. 
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The American Lutheran, Evangelical Lutheran and United Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in the United States have selected Minneapolis as the city for the con- 
stituting convention of the new American Lutheran Church when they unite in May, 
1960 (see EPS No. 1). 


PAS) ray 


The United Church of Japan (Kyodan) has established a research institute to 
conduct continuing inquiry into the mission of the church. Subjects of study include 
Faith and Order gestions, prcblems of church and society associated with rapid 
social change in Japan, race problems, communism and ecumenicity, Contacts will be 
kept with the Division of Studies of the World Council of Churches. 


The Disciples! Peace Fellowship, a group working for world peace within the 
Disciples of Christ (Christian churches) in the United States, has launched a 
"peace budget" to encourage voluntary self-taxation over and above nomal state 
taxes. The proceeds will go to US foreign economic aid and other projects in recon- 


ciliation. 
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Funds allocated by the Inter-Church Aid Division of the World Council of 
Churches have enabled the Orthodox Church of Finland to publish its own church > 


newspaper, "Ortodoksia". HePeSe, Geneva 


Correction: EPS No. 19, page 7: 
The British Quaker and co-founder of the Fellowship of Reconciliation was Henry 


Hodgkin, not George Lansbury. 
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National Conference on Work for Orthodox Will Send "Laymen Only" 
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Moravians Celebrate 500th Anniversary 2 Berggrav Takes up Toynbee . .... 4 
GERMANY Declaration of loyalty to Bishop Dibelius 


(Berlin) - Dr, Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg, president of the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and one of the seven presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches, was unable to preach the main sermon 

at the traditional annual Kurmark Kirchentag. Bishop Dibelius pioneered the Kir- 
chentag thirty years ago, 


For the second time the authorities of the German Democratic Republic refused 
to grant him a visa to go to Potsdam. The other refusal was in 1953. About a 
thousand people attended the Kirchentag, which is held every year in the week 
after Whitsun, z 

The meeting affirmed its loyalty to Bishop Dibelius. In addresses and dis- 
cussions, pastors, church workers and church members repeatedly criticised de- 
famatory references to the bishop in the East German press, and steps taken to 
prevent him from exercising his office (see EPS No. 15/16). Kirchentag worship 
included intercession for the bishop. 


A letter from Bishop Dibelius to the local churches was read at the main 
service, It emphasised that severe attacks of this kind on the spiritual life of 
the Church had always the effect of drawing Christians into closer unity. The 
bishop said he could only repeat what he had written to his pastors in 1933, 
shortly before he was removed from office by the National Socialists. He did not 
intend to remain silent out of fear of the consequences; he must deliver the 
message entrusted to him. If the result was a struggle, he would stand or fall 
with God, Even if the authorities prevented him from joining the members of his 
churches, they could still meet in the fellowship of intercession. 


An American church leader, Dr. Reginald Helfferich from St. Louis, USA, was also 
at first refused a permit to attend the Potsdam meeting. He pointed out to 
Kast Berlin authorities that he had twice been to the Soviet Union and had just 
returned from Moscow and was tren granted permission to go to Potsdam for three 
days. 


Jers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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In an address broadcast at Whitsun, Herr Dieckmann, president of the National 
Chamber (Volkskammer) of the German Democratic Republic, also sharply attacked 
Bishop Dibelius. He maintained that the bishop was the man mainly responsible for 
making the Evangelical Church in West Germany "one of the main bulwarks of the 


revived military system", B.eP.Se, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM National Conference on Work for Christian Unity 


A Whitsuntide conference called at Swanwick, Derbyshire, by the British 
Council of Churches brought a hundred and fifty delegates from all parts of the 
British Isles into a discussion on mission and unity at the local level. Open- 
ing the meeting, which was attended by members of nine different denominations, 
Mr, Philip Race, vice-president elect of the British Methodist Conference, said 
that the present generation was "the first that was likely to see great things 
happening in ecumenical matters during its lifetime". 


Dr. Marcus Ward, formerly of the Church of South India and now tutor in 
New Testament at Richmond College (lilethodist) said that the "issue of priorities!" 
had to be faced by Christians at the local level. They must decide "whether in 
fact ecumenical activities or one's own denomination have first call on one's 


. time". 


Following up the same idea in his description of "Fellowship in the Local 
Parish", Canon Ernest Southcott of Halton, Leeds, who has conducted an experi- 
ment in taking the regular life of the church into the houses of his parishioners, 
declared that "any church which organises an evangelistic enterprise but ignores 
the Christians of other churches is in fact ignoring Christ", He said he be- 
lieved it was "little short of blasphemy" to conduct any mission on such lines. 


Bible study on "Johah, the Runaway Prophet" was led by the Rev. Edward 
Patey, secretary of the Youth Department of the British Council of Churches. The 
conference, which decided to try to induce adjacent local churches of different 
denominations to send participants to a similar meeting next year, was chaired 
by the general secretary of the British Council of Churches, the Rev. Kenneth 


Slack, B.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Moravian Brethren Celebrate Five Hundredth Anniversary 


Over a thousand visitors flocked into the small Black Forest village of 
Konigsfeld between June 13 and 17 to celebrate simultaneously the 500th anni- 
versary of the founding of the first Moravian community (Briiderunitat) in Czecho- 
slovakia, and the 150th anniversary of the founding of Konigsfeld as a Moravian 
"forest settlement". They sang traditional hymns in the open air under the trees, 
joined in worship in the gleaming white-painted interior of their church, heard 
a series of lectures on the early history and development of Moravianism and 
visited two exhibitions - on Moravian History and "Old Konigsfeld', 


Among the visitors were Moravians from Herrnhut in East Germany, Czecho- 


‘slovakia, England, the USA and Holland, and from Moravian mission fields in 
_ Central America, Alaska, Labrador, South, West and Southeast Africa, the West 


Indies and Tibet. On Sunday June 16 representatives of the West German Federal — 
Government, the Moravians in Czechoslovakia and the World Council of Churches 


\were among those who brought greetings. 


= 
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Bishop W,. Reichel of the Czechoslovak Moravian Church underlined the fact 
that the Moravian community "is and will remain one even under modern politically 
divided conditions; He alluded to the separation of Moravians in his country 
from those in the West and to the division introduced into the German Moravian 
Community by the iron curtain since World War II. Moravian bishops and represen-. 
tatives from Herrnhut = the East-German community founded by Count Nicholas von 
Zinzendorf in the 18th century - attended the Konigsfeld celebrations, 


Dr. Christian Berg, director of Inner Mission and Hilfswerk of the Evan~ 
gelical Church in Germany (EXD) paid tribute to the past and present enterprise 
of the Moravians in Germany in the field of social welfare. The Rev. Francis 
House, associate general secretary of the \Jorld Council of Churches, referred 
to the ecumenical pioneers Amos Comenius and Nicholas von Zinzendorf and said 
that Zinzendorf's idea that many of the different forms of church life were 
gifts from God to be preserved in a deeper unity was only today coming into 
its own, 


On Monday June 17 the celebrations closed with a pilgrimage to the city of 
Constance in South Germany, where John Hus, the medieval Czech reformer and 
inspirer of the original Moravian movement, was martyred in 1415, Other special 
events are being held during this year to mark the anniversary, and Moravians 
are cooperating in a world~wide "chain of continuous prayer" for twelve months 
(see EPS No 8). E.P.S., Geneva 


Eeumenical Loan Fund Expands Operations 


In a flying visit to New York, the president of the Ecumenical Church Loan 
Fund, tir. Gustave Hentsch of Geneva, and the fund's executive secretary, Dr. 
Laszlo Ledermann, have visited American church leaders to explain how the fund 
works, 


The annual report of ECLOF, just published, describes last year's activities, 
Forty-five loans were granted in 1956 for diversified projects in many countries, 
including rebuilding and repairing of churches, parsonages and parish houses, 
provision of a home for refugee children, erection of holiday camps, a sanatorium 
for mentally defective people, a kindergarten, and a student hostel. 


Dr, Ledermann reported at Eastbourne, England, after his New York trip, to 
the committees concerned with Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America at the 
annual consultation of the World Council of Churches on Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees (see EPS Nos. 22 and 23). The Administrative Committee of 


- the Division of Inter-Church Aid afterwards urged churches all over the world 


ee 


to consider ECLOF as a type of action for inter-church aid. The fund, which has 
granted 450 loans since its inception in 1946, has been recommended as a way of 
investing capital in inter-church service, encouraging the principle of "self 


help" and keeping money free for eventual re-investment in similar projects, 
E.P.S., Geneva 


GREECE Orthodox Will Send "Laymen Only" to WCC Meetings 


"Eeclesia", official organ of the Church of Greece, has announced a decision 
of the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece to be represented at meetings of the 


World Council of Churches only by lay theologians and not by clergy. 
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The deciston has aroused discussion in Greece because the Church, like the 
Eeumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, has generally included bishops and 
clergy in its delegations. 


A letter of protest against the decision, signed by four lay theologians, 
professors Hamilcar S, Alivisatos, Constantin Bonis, Gerassimos Konidaris and 
B, Vellas was "found unacceptable! by the April meeting of the Church's Holy 
oynod, 


"Ecclesia! also reports that at the same meeting the Holy Synod accepted the 
resignation of Prof, Alivisatos as member and as secretary general of the Synodi-~ 
tal Committee on Relations with Foreign Churches. Prof, Alivisatos had been 
appointed to this post, which included the administration of inter=church aid 
matters for the Church of Greece, very soon after the war, The other members- 
of the committee are for the present term as follcws: His Beatitude the Arche 
bishop of Athens and All Greece, Dorotheos (president), the Most Rev. the Metro 
politans of Syros (Philaretos), of Patras (Theoklitos) and of Cassandria 
(Kallinikos), and the university Professors Panayotis Bratsiotis and Basil 
Johannides. The Holy Synod had appointed the Very Reverend Archimandrite Damas- 
kinos Papachristou to administer the work of this committee, E.eP.S., Geneva 


H=Bomb Remains Centre of Concer 


Among further statements issued by churches in East and West expressing 
grave concern at the continuation of hydrogen bomb tests are resolutions of the 
Bengal Christian Council and the Synod of the Christian Missionary Church in 
Belgium. Both statements demand that the nations submit themselves to Christ's 
law of Love, 


The Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Province of Mecklenburg 
(DDR) and the office~bearers of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland have pro- 
tested against the misuse of atomic energy and the menace presented to the human 
race by weapons of mass destruction. 


The "Church Peace Alliancd! of Switzerland (a Christian peace movement) has 
requested the Swiss Federal Council to offer its services to the United Nations 
to promote disarmament negotiations and establish an international legal system 
based on justice and peace. It urged the Federal Council to approach the states 
involved and the UN to secure imnediate cessation of atom-bomb-and hydrogen 
experiments, suggesting that Switzerland should help the under-developed countries 
of the world by granting loans, H.P.S., Geneva 


NORWAY Berggrav Takes up Toynbee's Challenge 


Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway has taken up issues raised by Professor 
Arnold Toynbee, famous English historian, Discussing Toynbee's vision of a "world 
state with a world religion", as editor of "Church and Culture", the Bishop 
appeals for a re-consideration of the Christian attitude towards other world 
religions. 


Professor Toynbee, Dr. Berggrav points out, has argued that the great re- 
ligions should recognise one another and work out a form of "peaceful coexistence, 
The English philosopher of history says that international cooperation is in- 
creasing in all realms of life and the only way to prevent society from declining 


No, 24 = June 2ist, 1957 ae 5m 205 


into materialism is to emphasise religious values and strengthen the personal 
relationship between men and God. Toynbee says that all forms of higher faith in 
God should be encouraged and treated as spiritual foundations for society. 


Bishop Berggrav replies that Christians have no right to reject Toynbee's 
view out of hand because they find it shocking and repellent, He says the cfact 
that Christians cannot abandon their convictions about the unique position of 
Jesus Christ makes unprejudiced reception of Professor Toynbee's ideas difficult, 
The bishop declares that, on the other hand, Christianity itself, if it depised 
the other great religions as a matter of course, could not be acquitted of the 
charge that it took up a "superior attitude, 


"There can be no question of leaving Christian missions in the lurch," 
Bishop Berggrav concludes, "but we must review our Opinions, and especially the 
tone of voice we adopt towards the great religious systems of Asia. More, we - 
should reflect as to whether we can afford to be held guilty, by refusing 'co- 
existence', of promoting a mixture of non-Christian religions, or even a negation 
of belief within all religions, and especially our own." The examination of these 
problems, according to the bishop, is "unpleasant and difficult", but must not 
be shirked, B.ePeS., Geneva 


Office-Bearers Chosen for European Church Body 


The secretariat of the provisional Council of European Churches formed at 
liselund, Denmark, (see EPS No. 22) -will be in the Netherlands. A provisional 
working committee, with power to co-opt, includes Pastor Paul Conord of Paris, 
Dr. H, Hildebrandt (Berlin), Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg (Dortmund), Bishop Zygmunt 
Michelis (Warsaw), Pastor Guyla Murakdzy (Budapest), Dr. Ernst iilm (Bielefeld), 
Pastor A, Ribet (Milan) and Professor Josef B. Soucek (Prague). Representatives 
from Switzerland and from a "free church" are to be appointed. Dr. Heinrich Held 
of the Rhineland, Dr. Egbert Emmen of The Hague and Archbishop Kiivit of Esthonia 
form a provisional executive. HePeSe, Geneva 


In Brief 


53 Protestant pastors and 19 church officials accepted an invitation from - 
the National Front (the overall organisation of the parties and popular associa~ 
tions in the German Democratic Republic) to attend a meeting at the Wartburg, 
where a statement was issued urging Christian citizens to vote for candidates on 
the lists of the "National Front" at the forthcoming BasttGerman elections, The- 
pastors and laymen wné unofficially. Church leaders in Berlin say that the Evan~ 
gelical Church cannot be associated with explicitly political statements. 
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In connection with the approaching elections in the Federal German Republic, 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer states that the crucial point is "whether Germany will | 
remain Christian or turn Communist", This statement drew a petition from the 
students of the Wuppertal theological college. Addressed to Dr. Adenauer,it asked 
him "to respect the fact that Christians are free to decide for any democratic 
party", They say the continuity of Christendom is not to be guarantesd by a par- 
ticular political programme. 
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The Roman Catholic Bishop of Minster, Dr, H. Keller, has told a Catholic 
workers' conference in his diocese that a convinced Catholic cannot be an active 
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socialist or vote for te Social Democratic Party in the forthcoming German Federal 
elections, He\said the Social Democratic Party was opposed to the Roman Catholic 
Church on all vital cultural and political questions. 


% % 


Dr. Istvan Bibo, a well-known layman in the Hungarian Reformed Church and a 
member of the cabinet of Dr. Imre Nagy during last year's revolt, has been 
arrested. Dr. Bibo, who was for many years an active member of the National 
Peasant's Party and a former Professor of Sociology at the University of Szeged, 
was a socialist. He was the only member of the Nagy government who did not seek 
refuge in a foreign embassy at the time of the revolt and has been living since 
then in his own home. 
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Pastor Lajos Gulyas, of the Reformed Church of Hungary, has been condemned to 
death after a fortnight's trial of Hungarian "counter-revolutionaries! at Gyér, 
in western Hungary. 
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The Dutch Ecumenical Council has sent a document to its member bodies, ex- 
pressing uneasiness because most Christians accept Church disunity as a matter of 
course. The Council said that there was still little sense of wider responsibility 
in the congregations and proposed methods of local cooperation with other churches 
designed to overcome the problem. 
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A church conference held in Addis Ababa has discussed relationships between 
the Church of Ethiopia and the Coptic Patriarchate of Alexandria. The meeting was 
attended by Ethiopian Archbishop Basilios, and nine bishops. The throne of the 
Coptic Patriarch has been vacant since Amba Youssab II died last 
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Dr. J.i. Ayorinde, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Lagos, Nigeria, has 
been appointed director of the new Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation. He is one of 
two vice-presidents of the Baptist World Alliance. 
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Dr. Gerhard May, Bishop of the Evangelical Churcn in Austria, and Bishop 
Stefan Laszlo, Apostolic Legate to the Hungarian refugees in Austria, have sent 
a joint request to the US State Department, urging the USA to continue to grant 
right of entry to Hungarian refugees in Austria. 


“ 
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State pressure on the universities and theological colleges continues in East 
Germahy. The quota of theological students in the DDR has been cut by one-third, 
There is an asute shortage of theological teachers. A recent state decision bars 
students of the preparatory evangelical theological seminary near Potsdam from 
entering university theological faculties, The preparatory school had been teach-— 
ing ancient languages and enabled its students to embark at once on full theological 
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The Swiss Protestant Church Federation has protested to the Swiss Federal 
authorities against the consecration of new locomotives by Roman Catholic clergy. 
The Protestant churches point out that "the Swiss Federal Railways are the property 
of the whole Swiss people and should not have to submit to the religious ceremonies 


of a particular confession", E.PeSe, Geneva 
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WCC Visits Alpine Communities Isolated by Floods 


Representatives of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of 
the World Council of Churches succeeded last week-end in reaching a community isolat- 
ed in the remote district of Le Queyras (France) in the High Alps near the Italian 
border. For more than a week farmers, forest workers and miners had been cut off 
from land communications with the nearest towns. The severe flooding of their valley 
had broken down bridges and swept away roads, Villages have been partly demolished. 
Many houses still left standing are filled with rocks and silt as high as their 
second floor windows. The French government has been sending in supplies by heli- 
copter and using military units to re-establish road links with the town of Brian- 
con in a nearby valley. 


The party from the WCC, led by Dr. Laszlo Ledermann, was among the first per- 
mitted to travel through the blocked valleys and over the pass, They arrived by jeep 
just as Sunday morning worship was commencing in the small village of Brunissard and 

“were greeted by Pastor Jacques Cadier and Pastor Bernard Gentil. Cadier, an ex-ski 
champion of France, has been a leader in improving farming methods and building 
tourist facilities in the stricken area. Gentil, a farmer-pastor, who has encouraged 
his parishioners to remain in the snowy and difficult pastures of Le Queyras, has 
established a model farm, now inundated by glacial silt and made half-unworkable, 


Two Protestant families out of a total estimated Protestant community of 300 
people have lost their homes and possessions as a result of the flooding. The land 
of many more has become wholly or partly unworkable. The main road to the town of 
Gap, where the farmers sell their produce, has been swept away for some miles, 
Restoration of the district's economic lifeline will be impossible before the coming 
long winter,and it is feared that two other roads cannot be put in order in time to 
save the valley from total isolation when the winter's snow comes. 


Pastor Cadier and Pastor Gentil asked the World Council of Churches to try to 
arrange immediate financial aid to help rehabilitate two dispossessed Protestant 
families, The WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid is conferring with the French Re- 
formed Church to discover the best way of rehabilitating the community, and of 
dealing with a request made by the pastors for a bulldozer that, can be used by the 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of Beet and pane oe: in and about the 
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Protestant community to aid the worst affected farmers. The local pastors have also 
asked aid through the sending of a small team of volunteer farmers from other church- 
es during August and September to help restore fields to productivity. 


The World Council's action in sending representatives to Le Queyras is 
paralleled in Italy, where Dr, Edgar Chandler, associate director of the WCC's 
Inter-Church Aid Division, and Miss Betty Richardson of Church World Service USA 
have been on the spot to establish the fact that Waldensian Protestants in the 
high valleys of Piedmont have also suffered serious loss of crops. However, the 
gravest situation in Italy exists in the delta of the River Po and the Pietenza, 
where 100,000 people are deprived of livelihood by the disasters. Requests have 
gone to Church World Service for 1000 blankets and one thousand dollars worth of 
cattle feed. Twenty thousand pounds weight of clothing from a warehouse in Rome 
have been used and will be replaced, EeP.Se, Geneva 


ARGENTINA Protestants Seek Repeal of Compulsory Registration 


The Federation of Protestant Churches of Rio de la Plata has appealed to the 
government of Argentina to withdraw a decree passed in 1948, providing for com- 
pulsory registration of non-Roman Catholic religious worship. 


The Federation has told the government that the government file drawn up as 
& result of the decree "instead of being a means of information, is in practice a 
means of supervision", Affirming that request for a repeal did not imply refusal 
to give statistical information to the competent authorities, the request declared: 
"We have nothing to conceal; our churches keep their doors open to all who wish to 
enter them, and it will give us the greatest satisfaction if our fellow-citizens 
know us and know our doctrines.!! 


Receiving the appeal, the Under-Secretary for Religion in the Ministry of Ex- 
ternal Relations and Religion referred it to the lifinistry for Home Affairs, with 
the request that the situation be clarified in the light of guarantees of religious 
liberty under the new constitution drawn up by the provisional Argentinian govern 
ment following the revolution of 1955. 


The Protestant Federation has withheld action to seek definite repeal until 
now in view of the preoccupations of the provisional government. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Conference Asks for More Honest Religious Films 


An international conference on "Film in the Church" closed on June 21 at 
Swanwick, England, with a plea for more honest religious films and greater use of 
commercial films in the churches, 


The cenference, which opened on June 16, was the largest ever held for con- 
tinental and British film workers. During the "workshop" 110 delegates from 17 
nations reviewed films produced in various countries and discussed such subjects - 
as use of equipment, filmstrips, religious films, international exchange of equip- » 
ment and entertainment films. 


Reports presented at the final session said that some religious films show 
Christian faith and life to be too easy. "There is too much sunshine," one delegate 
said. "Other films are hypocritical," stated the report. They show the Christian 
taking pride in his goodness, as distinct from the badness of the non-Christian, 
Still other films can only be described as dishonest." 


The group suggested standards for judging religious films, saying the films 
“should be true to the Biblical facts and to Christian experience and should present 
an idea that demands a response! 
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The conference urged greater use of commercial films in churches, "because they 
give us our best chance to make an impact on those outside the church", During ‘the 
conference, selected films were shown, illustrating how their Christian implications 
could be presented. © 


The help of the World Council of Churches through the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs was asked so that religious films could be circulated duty- 
free between nations. 


J. Arthur Rank, well-known British film-maker, opened the conference. He re- 
called that in the more than 20 years since he made his first film, times had 
changed, and techniques had been improved and developed. But, he said, "the wessage 
and witness we are called upon to give remain the same. It is the message of God's 
love and redemption and I have proved by experience that films can bring people to 
a realisation of those great truths. Here we are in an atomic age, yet many of our 
church leaders are approaching modern problems with out-of-date magic lantern 
methods and minds." 


Six groups sponsored the conference, They were the Information Department of 
the World Council of Churches, the United Bible Societies, World Committee for Chris- 
tian Broadcasting, International Inter-Church Film Centre, Christian Cinema and Re- 
ligious Film Society and the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 


Association, ePsSe, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Protestant Churches Hold Annual Federation Meeting 


The annual national assembly of the Swiss Federation of Protestant Churches, 
meeting recently in Geneva, heard reports from its executive council about steps 
taken during the year to urge the Swiss government to make provision in Swiss law 
for the rights of conscientious objectors to military service. 


Other actions taken by the assembly, which was chaired by Pastor R. Vollen~ 
weider of Basle, included a decision to give financial support to the Protestant 
pavilion being erected by the Belgian churches at the 1958 Brussels Universal Ex- 
hibition. Half a million francs ($116,823) will be raised by the Swiss churches in 
1957-58 for aid to churches in need and refugees. An attempt to persuade the Swiss 
federal government to set aside the annual public holiday known as the "national 
fast" for a collection to help in underdeveloped areas of the world, was reported 
as unsuccessful, but the local churches in the Swiss cantons will be encouraged to 
make their own plans for collections along these lines, The Canton of Neuchatel 
has already decided to go ahead. 


The assembly refused a request to consider establishing an international Pro- 
testant radio transmitter in Switzerland. 


A statement on atomic energy issued by the meeting reads: 


"The assembled delegates of the Swiss Federation of Protestant Churches, 
knowing the world's destiny to be in God's hands, call the Swiss people not to let 
themselves be seized by panic. They remind the nation that peace will never be 
guaranteed by threats or fear, but only by the rule of law and by solidarity. 


"Since 1950, constrained by its responsibility in the Gospel and towards its 
member churches, the Federation of Churches has several times drawn attention to 
the danger involved for humanity in the continuance of atomic bomb tests. 


"The Federation thanks the Swiss Federal cabinet for its vigilance and urges 
‘it to intervene whenever opportunity offers to ensure that atomic power should under 
no circumstances be used for the destruction of humanity. 
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"The assembly also asks all those responsible for our national life to do their 
utmost for peace between peoples and not to do anything that might harm it. 


"Gcnvinced thatthe Lord of the Church will carry out his purposes in all cir- 
cumstances, the assembly calls upon its members to intercede unceasingly for the 
peace of the world," HePede, Geneva 


In Brief 


"This Age of Crisis", a special 40-page refugee number of "World Communiqué", 
the official publication of the World Alliance of YWCAs, provides a factual and 
pictorial review of the last forty years of the refugee problem. Prefaced by an 
appeal from twenty-six Nobel prizewinners, and illustrated by a large collection 
of dramatic photographs, the new publication is the result of collaboration between 
intergovernmental and voluntary agencies working for refugees. It appears in con- 
nection with the conference of "The Refugee Problem Today and Tomorrow'! recently 
held in Geneva and can be ordered in quantity or single copies from the World 
Alliance of YMCAs or WCC Information, Geneva. 
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Two theological commissions within the work of the World Council of Churches! 
Commission on Faith and Order met at Overveen, Netherlands, in June. The Commission 
on Ways and Meaning of vorship, chaired by Dr. Kenneth Riches, Anglican Bishop of 
lincoln, studied questions of sacrifice, symbol and myth in Christian worship. The 
Commission on Christ and the Church, with Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund, Sweden, in 
the chair, has prepared a paper on Baptism and Christian Unity for submission to 
the full WCC Faith and Order Commission at Yale University, New Haven, in July. 


sie 
“ 

is 
“ss 


7 


Under the general title "The Church in the House'', the latest issue of "Laity", 
bulletin of the ‘CC's Department on the Laity, surveys British experiments in using 
the homes of parishioners as centres for evangelism. The first article, by Canon 
Ernest Southcott, deals with the writer's well-known "house church" experiment at 
Halton, Leeds, England. 
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"Go into All the World" is the main theme for the second meeting of the World 
Council of YMCAs, to be held at Kassel, Germany, from July 4~12, The Council, in 
its new form, has been the executive of the World Alliance since its Paris Cen- 
tennial in 1955 and includes 200 delegates from 33 member bodies, The meeting will 
be chaired by World Alliance president Charles D. Sherman of Liberia and is the 
first major meeting of the World Alliance to be held in Germany since 1909, 
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Roman Catholic leaders in India have expressed disquiet to Prime Minister Nehru 
of India following announcement of the membership of his new cabinet. They draw 
attention to the fact that India's ten million Christians are unrepresented in the 
new cabinet of 13 members, Theprevious cabinet included a Christian, the Minister 
for Health, Mrs. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur. , 


Dr. Billy Graham's Greater New York Urusade has been extended to July 21, three 
weeks beyond the date originally fixed for ending the Madison Square Garden meet- 
ings. The final meeting will probably be an open-air rally in the more extensive 
Yankee Stedium. E.PeSe, Geneva 
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Hungarian lutherans to Attend LWF Assembly in USA. ......e-. 
Translations of "Ecumenical History" in Preparation... *) a 
WCC Executive "Sympathetic! towards Ceylon for 1960 Reson Sue 
WCC Executive Discusses Hungary, Cyprus, Colombia oi: )eeteemartiede se 
Be ee ee Re CON OATY ee Wandin eo. Kae shel ital ae were eta Mae eae 
WCC Officers Confer in Prague with Hungarian Officials ..... 
Fifth Graduate School Ends February 14 at Bossey ..-...eeoe 
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lutherans, Anglicans, Appoint African Leaders .....-ee-ve-rs 
YMCA/YWCA Aid Refugees in Hungary, Middle East ... 0... ee 
Asian Church Leaders Meet March 18=27 in Indonesia .. ee aceite. 
Two WSCF Leadership Training Courses Held in Latin Amerioa Sie he 
WSCF Clarifies Hungarian Student Committee Issue ... e« « eee 
Atami OM. eda cor edly hindis | es c@lueiok Wall eae a oer el a aR ee 
Maou Ott oleate Viety ouriey, Greece ws 1. }suislis te eee .e 
Latin America: a Challenge to the Ecumenical Movement ...... 
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International Appeal for Christians in Israel . . 2. se « ee 
Religious Situation in South America Changes Slowly, Dr. limbert 
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peor pact Oe LAB e Tae ie 15 that nip aie” allte. eae. ah TaN tei wal ve Gale ete 
Governments Asked to Accept Hungarians in Yugoslavia ....e.e. 
World Council of Churches Presidents Issue 1957 Whitsun Message . 
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"Women Facing the Reality of Modern life! .....se-«evceee 
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Scriptures Published in. 1,108 Languages thet ¢ wee a ewes rua 
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World YWCA Executive Plans Study and Action for Peace .... eee 
YMCA Celebrates Tenth Anniversary of Castle Mainau ... . .» see 
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German Refugee Problem Presented to Eastbourne Meeting ... eee 
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WCC Visits Alpine Communities Isolated by Floods ..... . » 20 
Faith and Order Commissions Meet at Overveen .... . oD 
ARGENTINA: Protestants Seek Repeal of Compulsory Registration ..... vee 
AUSTRALIA: Australian Church Groups Ask Aid for Aboriginees . . «+ « » pie 
Division of Studies Established by National Council ..... Pia ai 
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COLOMBIA: US State Department Intervenes for Rights of American Protestants 2 
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Invitation to Russian Churches Deferred. .... Se ary ee 
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Conference of European Churches Formed ........, Celine. 
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Strong Church Support for Nuclear Scientists .........«.eeee.s I 

Bishop Says Control of Atom Depends on Human Rights ... + tee 

All-German Conference of Student Chaplains Transferred " West-Bevlin Ly 
Congregational and Palatinate Churches Conclude "Pulpit and Altar 

POMP ONS i Mem tram Mareiy ais Was al tee les oes seu atrgh ty Woke ae a ee 

Gollwitzer Defends Contacts with Eastern Churches ......e.e-e. 19 

World Committee Urged to Expand, Coordinate Christian Broadcasting , 19 

Chissitaneracitists Seer Alternatives to War... os < + a ee gee 

Demi apoynod ss vangs Behind Vibelius, 6s) vise. 6 ee ee eee wks) Sue 

Bishop of Chichester Speaks on Resistance Movement .......e... 20 

Church Opinion Strengly against Weapons of Mass Destruction .... 20 

Rising Interest in Forms of Ecumenical Service Abroad ,.....e«. 21 
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Demonstration against Desecration of Jewish Graves .... se... 23 
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Quota of Theological Students in DDR Cut by Onectners ie er eet 

GHANA: CGMS OL NCW OU LGU @eie) Ue vei ie ected sail 0 oc 6) ae ghe cia epee 

PAS srOua ees iL ML Be NSLGOME y's here el Sia ies > le ce eave Ole Sune 

Ee eee sO ICG Ny | eh oq. We. Vy May areal RWG ltaleal a. s> ow collie: hele ete alae 

PREECE S AeGhurci anameatletby Circle Formed in Athens... 2 .-. 6. ele ees i, 
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Resienation of Laszlo Pap as Dean of Theological Seminary «~.. .% a 

Reformed Church of Hungary Restores "Status Quo! ......s.-ee.e 8 
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Constitutional Court Holds Hearing in Evangelical Case oie 
Court Upholds Freedom of MENTS ASOT e Maine e's. 46 4 . 
First Response to Dr. Cullmann's Suggestion for Collections 
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JAPAN : Japanese Christians to Visit China.........., Peas 
Christian Council in Japan Seeks Ban on Bomb Tests os ahi retts 
NCC Demands Substitute Land for Dispossessed Farmers .... 
Church Delegation Reports on China Visit SN Mea Me aS Ohta Ey esis 


JORDAN: Metropolitan Isodoros of Nazareth Declared Persona Non Grata 
KENYA : Anglican Bishop Strongly Supports Interracial Partnership ., 


NEAR EAST: iission Work in Jordan and SOM ado) on og ahh ne Ve 
New Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem. . a a Re Pe ML aM el Be 
New Patriarch of Jerusalem ....., Pee RAG NI irk wala iw We ipl ye rene 


NETHERLANDS: WCC Statement on Nuclear Pests Sent to Cabinet... 4 urs 
World Bible Societies Confer. ...., St OC ie RPE NE 
Dutch Ecumenical Council Asks Churches to Cooperate ..., 


NEW ZEALAND: Youth Conference GLC (5 > NCR Cy a Oe ve Ms ee Q 
Maoris Want Church Union = TEE Te Ee RANG MAS iD ee aR mI RIEL 
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Norwegian Missionary Council against Integration of IMC with 
Berggrav Takes Up Toynbee's Sia F TES Feist aati adn Oe 


PHILIPPINES: Anglicans Consider New Diocese in South-Hast Asia. ..., 
_ Protestants Plan New Radio Station PM es ha tr ee eee 


POLAND: Rebuilding Parish life in the Reformed Churches ...,..., 
News of the Iutheran Church. .. Gs pia vie Oath Lane as ptt fame Bit aie vate ks 
German Church Leaders Visit Polish Churechean tenet hia eee 
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Warsaw Superintendent of Reformed Church Visits WCC, LiF, Geneva 


PUERTO RICO: Caribbean Christian Leaders Confer .... WR he Pie ots 


RUMANTA: Rumanian President Visist Patriarch of Bucarest ..., Sotaetg 
Religious Communities Maintained. .... Mek Cem e eh) FOL eel en cg 


SAMOA 3 Island of Tutuila to Have the First Bookshop in American Samoa , 
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SOUTH AFRICA: Officers of CCIA "Shocked" by Arrests... 


south African Entry Visa Refused to Dr, G.W. Carpenter ... . 


Churches Attack Bill to Control Church Services... 
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Churchmen Continue Protest against Bill . ...«..e-. 
Churches Continue Protest against Bill .....e«e- 
Statement of Dutch Refermed Churches ....«-«» o « 
African Priest Preaches in White Church stare bagel ek ss 
Corporate Worship Problem Referred to Commission . . 


More Representative Council of South African Churches 

C&Gnelosek comets Grail Pails. (se dels, wi ie) 8y we! se 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA: Prime Minister Bans "The Mark of the Hawk" , 
SPAIN: Application for Civil Marriage under New Decree Refuse 


A New Church for Baptists in Valencia .. «. « » « * 
Roman Catholic Church Launches Bible Reading Campaign 


SWEDEN : Parliament Initiates Inquiry on Church-State Relations 
Lelepione Mintstries Aid Hopeless (0 sie.+ ‘es + 6 « 
Women Divinity Students Meet in Sweden . . 2. eee 
18% Want Separation of Church and State. ....se-. 
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Free Churches Request More Time for Religious Programmes ... 


S\LITZERLAND: The Oldest Manuscript of the Gospel of St. John . 
Television Clause Supported by Church Television Commi 
Geneva Calvin Auditorium to Be Restored . ...6s. 8. s 
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International Congress of the Old Catholic Church to Meet # eas 


World Alliance of YiICAs Opens John R, Mott House .. 
Churches to Participate in 1958 Brussels World Fair . 
WSCF Plans Long-Term Project . ss « «++ se ee 
Seven Christian Groups Join in Geneva Campaign ... 
Protestant Youth Associations Publish Joint lionthly . 
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Presbyterians Raise #140,000 to Restore Calvin Auditorium .. 
Religious Services Mark Opening of Migration Conference .... 


Sunday School Conference Urges Better Family Worship 
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Protest against Consecration of Locomotives by Catholic Clergy 


Protestant Churches Hold Annual Federation Meeting . 


THAILAND: YMCA Leadership Training Course »« « « « » + « e « © « 
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UNITED KINGDOM: New Headquarters for the Presbyterian Church of England. . 


US and British Churches Exchange Letters After International Crises 


Fund Raised for Arrested South Africans... ah 
First Word on Lambeth Conference Agenda for 1958. Ae 
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Anglican-Free Church Cooperation in the Sunday School Field. . 
Church of Scotland Wishes Intercommunion with Church of Speyer 


Nieméller Speaks at Kirk Week Meeting ......-. 
Council of Churches "Deplores" H-Bomb Tests . .« « « » 
Free Churches Want Nuclear Tests Abandoned . « « « » 
BCC Welcomes Suggestions for Cyprus Solution .... 
Toward "Presbyterian Bishops" and "Anglican Elders"? 
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Country-wide Effort Underlines Human Need . ....-e 


Anglican Stand in South Africa Supported . ... .» 
Congregationalists against H-Bomb Tests . . « « « « « 
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UNITED KINGDOM: Church of Scotland to Study Report on Relations with 
Roman Catholic Professor Praises Ecumenical Movement iets 
Bishop of Chichester to Resign ....... 66... : 
National Conference on Work for Christian Ope ty reiader ea eA 
Conference Asks for More Honest Pele eLOug Pa Lime ns woe usta. 


UNITED STATES: Four Lutheran Churches Take Steps toward Union ..., 
Race Relations Message Seeks Action for Desegregation . 


US and British Churches Exchange Letters after International Crises 


Protest against Luther eerie ence Wlation <0. 63 8S 
Methodist Mission Board Speaks on Race, Immigration .. 
New Study of Missionary "Publication SUPA Cy eS er ak alte 


New York Board of Rabbis Asks for Repeal of licCarran-Walter 


Immigration Act ° e ° ° ° ° s e ° e e e . e e ° ° e ° 
Dal He Vps i ULaO er imeMeearr st ee 
US State Department Opposes Clergymen's Visit to China , ‘ 


A0th Anniversary of the Holy Cross Orthodox Theological School... 


ELC Applies for World Council PPD LUD Oe aig a hae as eta e 
National Council of Churches Reviews Threats to liberty , 
Pua r Roe tue how! Wits ere renee. i. ed sk Ge oe eg 
Middle Hast Radio Transmitter ....... Silvester rate ire 
Study of Ways TV, Radio Can Reach "Indifferent" Americans 

Rockefeller Foundation Gives Pe OmOOO Tor Study. ss ial 
Presbyterians USA Approve Plan of Union .... elements 
US Churches ilarking Moravians! 500th AVMLVOTSATY 6\/s0-6 0s 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese and the Cancellation of "ilartin 
Clergy Ask Eisenhower to Help Race Relations in South .,. 
Moscow Patriarchate Names New Exarch . ete tes) ve Lal ie i: ecey kena 
Eisenhower Backs United Relief Funds CNC Hac Be ae Ree PY a 
Van Dusen Urges United Protestant Missionary Witness... 
Assemblies of God Pass Million Mark .... SU val ahre etre aie 
secretary Named to Study Reformed Tradition .....s... 
Southern Presbyterians Deplore Racial Bias .....e.s.e-e 
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ilethodists Join Plea for Continuation of Hungarian Resettlement .. 18 


LiF Executive to Discuss Membership with Missouri Synod .’ 
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General Board Expresses Concern at Threats against Ecumenical 
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Barnes to Head WCC New York Office (Annual Meeting of USA Conference 
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Presbyterian Church in the USA Endorses Merger with United 

Presbyterian Church of North America .... ees. 
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American Baptist Convention Votes against Racial Discrimination ose 


U.S.S.Re: Moscow Patriarch Replies to German Leaders ... see. 
Patriarch of Moscow Answers Danish BL SACOG ater wl aneget we elk 
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Reformed Church Groups Reported Active ...+s.ee-eees 
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Pentecostal Church Reopened "Interference" in German Church 
UMPCS Versi «0 je) le eligi we PS Na ate a UR ar eke ao hella tel leis Ramntt epe 
Russian Orthodox Welcome Youths e 4 Study Austrian Concordat . . s+. 5 
UNITED STATES United Church of Christ is Formed 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - A union stated to be "unique in American Protestantism" has 
joined the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
as a new denomination, the United Church of Christ. The Uniting General Synod 
joined the two churches at Cleveland, Ohio, on June 25. 


The new church is possible, spokesmen for the union say, because "the simila- 
rities between the Congregational Christian and Evangelical and Reformed groups 
are so much greater than their differences in government and in church usage and 
action." The Congregational churches grew out of a seventeenth century reform move- 
ment in England and stressed Congregational church government. The Evangelical and 
Reformed has roots in the sixteenth century Continental reform movement and has held 
to the Presbyterian form of church government. 


The constitution for the new church, a statement of faith, and the coordi- 
nation of boards and agencies of the two churches will be worked out in detail by 
committees appointed by the Uniting General Synod. 


Churches of Disciples of Christ (Christian) offered special prayers on Sunday, 
June 23, on behalf of the new United Church of Christ. The Disciples' Council on 
Christian Unity, which issued the call through its executive committee, urged that 
prayers of thanksgiving be offered on June 23 particularly on behalf of fellow- 
Christians coming together in the United Church of Christ, but also "for all sin- 
cere efforts to express more fully the oneness of the Church for which Christ 
prayed." E.P.Se, Geneva 


Help Goes to Flood-Stricken Communities 
The churches have sent help to Protestant families in the remote district 


of Le Queyras, France, after the recent tragic floods in the High Alps. (See 
EPS No.25). Worked out by the French Reformed Church and the WCC's Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, the help will be carried out through CIMADE, the French ecumenical 
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relief agency. Immediate financial and saterial aid from their own church is going 
to two Protestant families who lost all their possessions. In addition, steps are 
being taken to recruit a small team of young volunteer agriculturalists from France 
and abroad to work during August and September to restore damaged pastures. The 
WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees has appealed for a bull- 
dozer which ean be used to restore ravaged fields to productivity. The WCC has 
given $5,000 toward the estimated cost of $10,000, 


Pastor Bernard Gentil, a pastor-farmer who had developed a model farm, now 
flooded and half unworkable, will operate the bulldozer. The other pastor working 
in the stricken area is Pastor Jacques Cadier, an ex-ski champion of France who 
has taken the lead in improving farming methods and building tourist facilities 
in the area, 


In Italy, 900 blankets and 17,000 pounds of clothing have been sent to Wal- 


densian Protestants in the high valleys of Piedanont, near Turin. H,P.S., Geneva 
COLOMBIA Pentecostal Church Reopened 


On Whitsunday, a year and 15 days after the Colombian Government closed it, 
the Foursquare Gospel Pentecostal Church at Barrancabermeja, Colombia, wes reopened 
(See EPS, No.22, 1956), 


About 300 persons were outside the church when it was opened, and more than 
a thousand attended the first service. Heported to be one of the largest Protes- 
tant congregations in Colombia, the church has 400 communicant members. 


The missionary in charge had gone to the mayor and asked if he would be 
opposed to the reopening of the church, in view of constitutional liberties pro- 
mised by the new military government of the country. When the mayor's answer was 


neutral, the church was reopened. BeP.S., Geneva 
NEAR EAST Anglicans Create New Archbishopric 


The See of Jerusalem has been elevated to the status of an archbishopric and 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon made a new bishopric, according to a revised system of 
jurisdiction for the Anglican Communion in the Middle East. 


On July 8,when the Right Rev. Campbell :iacInnes takes office, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury will invest him with the title of Archbishop in Jerusalem and ‘letro~ 
politan. He in turn will create a new bishopric and will consecrate a bishop. 


The proposals have been greeted with great enthusiasm in the Middle East, 
Anglican observers say, where, with the increase of nationalist feeling, it has 
long been felt that Arab members of the Anglican Church should be subject to a 
bishop of their own race. While no appointment has yet been announced, it is under- 


stood that an Arab will be chogen. E.P.S., Geneva 
CANADA Presbyterian-."nelican Study Rejected 


A proposal that the Presbyterian Church in Canada invite the Anglican Church 
of Canada to join it in a study of a bishops-and elders-plan for both groups was 
overwhelmingly rejected by the eighty-third General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, meeting recently in Vancouver, B.C. 


The plan, which suggests a system of Presbyterian bishops and Anglican elders, 
was made in a report issued recently in Great Britain as a result of conversations 
between the Presbyterian Church of England, the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian), 
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the Presbyterian Church of England'and the Episcopal Church in Scotland. 


At the Presbyterian Assembly in Canada, the proposal received only a dozen 
votes. Later the General Assembly voted to set up a special committee to study 
the whole question ef inter-church relations and to report back nextyear. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Unitarians Speak against Nuclear Tests 
At its annual meeting last month, the Unitarian Church of Hungary said that 

it was of the same opinion as Dr. Albert Schweitzer in his recent radio appeal for 

the discontinuation of atomic tests. The tests, the Unitarians said, "in the West 

as well as in the East, must convince every believing, moral and thinking person" 

of the need for reverence for life. 


At the same time, the group said that it stood for "the creative and peace- 
ful human coexistence in which the principle of liberty, independence, truth and 
love may be spread abroad to the glory of God and the service of man." 


The meeting expressed the hope that newly-elected officers wa td renew the 


old ties of fellowship with sister churches. h,Peon, GOneva 
SWITZERLAND Old Catholics Plan Avsilisry Priesthood. 


At the eighty-third meeting of the National Synod of the Old Catholic Church 
of Switzerland on June 23 and 24, an auxiliary priesthood was set up, consisting 
of educated laymen who will receive special training and then be assigned to aid 
clergymen in the parishes. 


Meeting at Basel, the Synod also decided to begin the preparatory work of 
revising the official books of the church - the missal, the ritual, the liturgical 
chants and the diocesan catechism. Before the meeting ended, the Syncd affirmed 
that it shared the universal anxiety about tests of nuciear weapons. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


BULGARTA Petriarch Asks for Personal. Contacts 

In a Whitsuntide greeting addressed to the Foreign Office of the BKD, Patriarch 
Cyril of the Orthodox Church in Bulgaria expressed the wish for rnersonal contacts. 
The Patriarch's greeting was conveyed by Professor Stefan Zankow of Sofia, a well- 
known friend of the ecumenical movement. 


According to a report from the Patriarch, of the seven million people in Bul- 
garia, six million are Orthodox Christians. In addition there are nearly half a 
million Mohammedans, 10,000 Catholics, 15,000 Protestants, 10,000 gipsies and 
5,000 Jews. i: 


At the present time there are about 120 students training fcr the priesthood 
at the Religious Academy of Sofia, the Patriarch has reported, while several hundred 
others are studying in another seminary. In contrast to religious academies in 
Russia where the curriculum includes the state constitution, but not dialectic mate- 
rialism, which is taught at the Academy of Ssfia. The Russian Orthodox Church 
exists entirely on the voluntary gifts of Christians, but the Bulgarian Church 
receives a regular annual subsidy from the state. In Roumania, on the other hand, 
the clergy of all confessions are state employees with fixed salaries. 
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"We were and are a patriotic church", Patriarch Cyril recently explained to 
a German visitor. "For generations our clergy have shared in the movement for 
freedom in our country and for centuries they have shared in the lives of the 
oppressed and under-privileged classes. Of course, we were not communists then, 
hor are we communists today. Nor do we intend to become communists." The Church 
definitely supports peace, said the Patriarch, because preventing another war is 
the indispensablé duty of all men. The Church therefore plays an active part in 
the peace movement. "But one thing is absolutely clear to us", he said. "When 
we speak of peace and work for peace among mankind, we think first of all of Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace, who brought his peace to all men, whether they recog- 


nise it or not." E.P.S., Geneva 
USSR Orthodox Churchmen to Welcome Youth Visitors 


The Russian Orthodox Church has decided that its representatives will welcome 
young Christians from abroad who come to Moscow for the World Festival of Youth from 


July 28 to August 11. 


Metropolitan Nikolai, head of the Foreign Office of the Church, said the 
churches of the Soviet Union "greatly appreciated the keen interest taken by the 
visitors abroad in the life of the churches." An English delegation has asked to 
meet with Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant congregations and church leaders 
in Russia and the visits are being arranged. Pastors have been requested to deco- 
rate their churches with flowers to welcome the youths. 


Only two official groups of young people from Great Britain are attending the 
festival - the Iona Youth Association and the Young Friends (Quakers). The British 
Council of Churches in April advised its members not to send any young people to 
Moscow (see EPS No.15/16). The English Quakers are travelling to Moscow as "obser- 
vers". They say that their visit is so "we may come to a deeper understanding of 
each other" and emphasize that "we do not accept the opinions and beliefs of 
Comminism." E,P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY "A Serious Interference" with Church life 
(Berlin) - The Berlin edition of the “Amtsblatt der EKD", the official organ of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, has been confiscated by the press office of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. The reason given wes that the paper was "erossly misleading 
and untrue in its reports." 


The number which was confiscated contained the resolutions of the all-German 
Synod in March. The government press office maintained that it spoke of "increasing 
difficulties for the work of the Church in the DDR", and objected to the Synod's 
decision to support the Council of the EKD in its efforts to arrange for pastoral 
care in the army of the DDR. The press office also criticised the petition sent 
by the Synod to the Council of the EKD to approach the Government of the DDR con- 
cerning the closing of the monastery-church at Rossleben, 


* * * a 


For the third time recently Dr. Otto Dibelius, bishop of Berlin, has been re- 
fused a permit to enter his diocese in the DDR (see also EPS No.24). The bishop 
was not able to attend the church gathering at Rathenow on June 16. In a letter to 
his pastors and church workers Bishop Dibelius described these repeated refusals to 
grant kim visas as "a serious interference with the office of a Protestant bishop 
and thus with the inner life of our Church." 
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The Synod of Saxony passed a resolution reaffirming its confidence in 
Bishop Dibelius. The resolution read: "The Synod of the Evangelical-Iutheran 
Church of Saxony has complete confidence in Bishop Dibelius, the president of the 
Council of the EKD, and it intends to hold firm to this attitude." 


* * * * 


Bishop Dietzfelbinger of Bavaria did not receive a permit to visit Mecklen- 
burg in the DDR, either. The Evangelical-lutheran Church of Mecklenburg is the 


"foster-child" of the Church of Bavaria. Bishop Dietzfelbinger had to cancel his 
preaching and lecture-tour through Mecklenburg at the last moment because the per- 


mit did not come. E.P.S., Geneva 
AUSTRIA Commission Appointed to Studv_Church-State Relations 


The Austrian government has appointed a commission to begin negotiations with 
the Vatican concerning a settlement of the controversial question of the Austrian 
Concordat. and with the Protestant Church locking toward a new legal basis for the 
church. : 


Protestants have hailed the move because they are anxious for a definite settle- 
ment of their relations to the state, and want the abolition of church laws passed 
after 1938 by the Hitler regime, which adversely affected both Protestant and Catho- 
lic churches. The laws were not declared invalid after World War II. 


However, evangelical circles in Vienna ih have studied the situation declare 
that a mere re-inforcement of the Austriaan Concordate of 1934,which was not prac- 
ticed during the years of the Hitler regime or since, would cause severe opposition 
by Evangelicals. If the concordat were carried out completely it would make non- 
Catholics subject to the Catholic marriage. Schools would have to be set up ona 
confessional basis rather than a secular one. Austrian schools at present are 
state-supported and provide for compulsory religious instruction, Since the mino- 
rity Protestant Church can only maintain schools in a few places, enforcement of 
the Concordat would mean Protestant children would have to attend Catholic schools. 


Compromises have been suggested which would aliow a church ceremony followed 
by a civil ceremony in a registry office and which would call for private schools | 
belonging to Protestant or Catholic churches to receive a state subsidy. 


Another item of vital importance to the Protestant church is the question of 
equal rights for all churches in Austria. Observers in Vienna say that. the only 
basis for a new legal order is the guaranteed equality of Protestents and Roman 
Catholics. 


Certain Roman Catholic circles want the legal status of "dominating church". 
To this the new Austrian vice-chancellor, Dr. Pittmann, has repeatedly stated that 
equal status is the only possible basis for settling the question. He is a Protes- 
tant and a leader of the Socialist Party in Austria, one of the governing parties. 


"Der Volksbote", a weekly Catholic paper published in Innsbruck, states in a 
recent leading article that the Roman Catholic Church is not interested in a Con- 
cordat which is limited to the settlement of questions of procedure and diplomatic 
relations. What concerns the Catholic Church is the spheres of social life which 
effect both church and state - the schools and marriage. -'The question of the Con- 
cordat can only be solved by agreement on the points at issue - marriage and the 
schools," the article says. HsP,S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


A small Reformed congregation at Baracska in Budapest has started a campaign 
to rebuild its war-damaged church. The tiles for the roof of the new church are al- 
ready available, but have been "lent" to another parish until the church is ready 
for the roof to be put on. In the first five weeks of the campaign, members col- 
lected 18,000 Forint toward a goal of 100,000 Forint, but it will probably take 
five or six years to get the church. During the last few years the congregation 
built a parish room out of the ruins of the old parish house and restored the 
belfry. 


Tale kag 


The Polish Ministerial Council has decided to reduce the customs duties on 
charity-gifts. The duty on underclothing which "shows clear signs that it has been 
worn" is now only 5 zloty per kilogram. The duty is the same on "basic foodstuffs" 
such as flour, oatmeal and peas, and also on fresh fruit. Medicines are to be en- 
tirely free of customs duty, but the duty on new materials and new shoes will still 
be high. 


Oh ati 


In the forests of Armainvilliers 3,000 gipsies, with their children, recently 
gathered from all over France for a Protestant Kirchentag. Four hundred caravans 
formed a circle round the big tent and observers report that many confessions of 
faith were given in the evening round the fire. The climax of the Kirchentag was 
a huge baptismal service and a wedding where 28 Protestant gipsy-couples were 
married. 


com iy 


A little 15th-century church has now been placed at the disposal of German 
Protestants still living in Breslau. Hitherto their meetings and services were 
held in a hall, The Government in Warsaw has made a grant of 200,000 zloty towards 
the cost of furnishing the interior of the church. Another 415,000 zloty are still 
needed. 


RGU ers 


Thirteen non-Jewish religious groups have now been recognised by the Govern- 
ment of Israel as autonomous bodies. These include some of the Orthodox and 
Catholic churches, Moslem groups and the Bahai groups. The Protestant churches, 
however, have not yet been granted this status. 


Rie Bae 


Athenagoras, the Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, advocated closer 
cooperation between the Orthodox Church and German Protestants, in a discussion 
with a representative of the German weekly paper "Christ und Welt", The Patriarch 
was in favour of arranging exchanges of students between the Orthodox Church and 
the Protestant Church of Germany, and of opening an Orthodox theological seminary 
in a German university towne He thought the most suitable place would be Bonn, 
where two Greeks were already lecturing at the University. 


ee 
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A Protestant centre has just been installed at Le Havre, France. In addition 
to its various activities, it will be able to provide comfortable rooms for girls who 
come to study or to work in Le Havre. 


aed 


The first mosque was recently built in the German Federal Republic by the 
Ahmadiyya Mission (a Moslem sect) at Hamburg-Stellingen. The Ahmadiyya movement 
stated that other mosques would be built in Nuremburg and Hanover and later also in 
the Rhineland. Mohammed Zafrulla Khan (former Foreign Minister of Pakistan and now 
a judge at the International Court of Justice at the Hague ) said that Islam regarded 
Germany and the rest of Hurope as "stepping-stones towards converting the whole of 
humanity" to Mohammedanism. 


ie) aa: 


A new series of pamphlets on Christian evangelism in contemporary situations is 
being published by the United Society for Christian Literature and the Lutterworth 
Press, London. Editor is Dr. D.T, Niles of Ceylon, secretary of the Department on 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. First in the series is "lesurgent 
Religions", written by Bishop S. Kulandran of the Church of South India. 


aut Fe 


On June 15 the first Iutheran World Service Vocational Training Centre was 
opened in Hong Kong. It will accommodate 20 students for a six-months sewing, 
embroidery and machine knitting course. There also will be classes in typing, book- 
keeping and basic English. 


bi Rhy 


A new 24-page booklet has just been published by the YMCA-YWCA as an intro- 
duction to its 1957 Week of Prayer and World Fellowship. The booklet includes Bible 
readings for the year and special readings for the Week of Prayer, November 10-16, 


% 


The Anglican and Methodist congregations in Konnongorring, Australia, have be- 
gun negotiations for building a jointly owned church. Services, however, will not 
be combined. 


x 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has decided that women 
may become elders and deacons in congregations. Admission to the preaching ministry 
depends on special permission. At the same time the Swiss Protestant Church of the 
Canton of Vaud, Lausanne, has decided that women may be elected to a church office 
provided that the husband is not holding a post in the same church. E.P.S., Geneva 


ci ics 


Correction: 
The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 


of Churches is supplying the paper for 200,000 copies of the new hymnal of the Re- 

formed Church in Hungary. However, the Division is not providing the paper for 

100,000 Hungarian Bibles. The cost is being met by the American Bible Society and 
the British and Foreign Bible Society (see EPS No.s20, page 6). 
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WCC Central Committee Meets July 30 ~ August 7 in U.S. 


The 90=member Central Committee of the World Council of Churches will hold 
its annual meeting at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut, from July 30 to- 
August 7. It will be the first major meeting in the United States since the full- 
scale 1954 WCC Assembly at Evanston, Illinois. 


During its sessions, the policy-making group will discuss the possibilities 
of "integrating" the International Missionary Council and the iJorld Council. The 
committee will act on the proposal made in March by the Eastern Asia Christian 
Conference that the work of the present IMC~WCC joint East Asia secretariat be 
increased, 


- 


The committee will receive recommendations based on the recent three-month 
survey of race relations of Asia and Africa undertaken for the Council by Dr. J. 
Oscar Lee of the Naticnal Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of 
the World Council and the International lMissionary Council, will report on points 
of international tension. | 


In the area ofthe so-called "younger churches", the committee will hear a 
report on the progress of the three-year study on Christian responsibility in 
areas of rapid social change. Conferences and projects are underway in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, 


The contacts between the World Council of Churches and the Moscow Patrtar- 
chate of the Russian Orthodox Church, not a Council member, will also be re- 
viewed, This has been discussed at most of the recent meetings of the Council, 
Most recent development sas the postponement of the meeting between the two 
groups scheduled for Paris in January. The Russian churchmen asked for more 
time to prepare. 
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The place and theme of the 1950 Assembly of the WICC will be discussed by the 
Central Committee. Earlier this year, the 12-member Executive Committee meeting 
in Gereva "received sympathetically" an invitation from Ceylon, The constituting 
assembly was held in Amsterdam, Holland, in 1948. Six years later the second 
assembly was in the U.S. 


There are 73 clergymen, 11 laymen and six women from 31 different nations 
on the Central Committee, The Central Committee is responsible for determining 
the policies of the wCC between the assemblies, held every six years. Last 
sumier the committee met in Galyateto, Hungary. 


A consultation on "The Renewal of the Church" will be held at Yale from 
July 15 to 20, the largest of-21 i/CC meetings being held in conjunction with 
the Central Committee. Twenty-five churchmen from overseas will join more than 
100 North American warticipants for study and discussion. The opening address 
will be given by Professor Chandran Devanesen of India. Other speakers will 
include Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft and the executive secretaries of the two 
sponsoring departments of the consultation, the Rev. Hans~Ruedi Weber, of the 
CC's Laity Department, and Madeleine Barot, of the WCC's Department on the 
Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society. 


Other WCC meetings scheduled for Yale include sessions of departments, 
commissions and divisions of the council. Its Executive Committee will meet from 


July 25-30 at Seabury House, Greenwich, Connecticut. HePoS-, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Ecumenical Institutes for U.S. and Canada 


(New York) = "The Ecumenical Movement and the Local Church" is the theme for a 
series of summer ecumenical institutes for ministers and laity to be held in 
key areas such as Boston, Dallas-Fort Worth, Chicago, and New York-Philadelphia. 


Among the 25 world-known lecturers, most of whom will be in the United 
States to attend the Central Committee of the iJorld Council of Churches at Yale 
University Divinity School in August, is the Council's honorary president, the 
Right Reverend Dr. G.K.A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester, Dr, liartin Nieméller 
(Germany), Bishop Leslie Newoigin of the Church of South India and Metropolitan 
James of lelita are to participate. 


Plan of the institutes is an ecumenical venture itself. In each major area 
many seminaries are sponsoring the institutes jointly. Local councils of churches 
are cooperating, The U.S. Conference of the World Council of Churches is helping 
to arrange the series. 


Prominent Asian church leaders listed for the summer courses include Dr. 
V.E. Devadutt, Bishop Rajah lianikam, the Rev. Russell Chandran, ilr., Rajaiah D. 
Paul, all of India; and the Rev, Andrew Thakur Das, West Pakistan. 


The summer institutes, most of them five days in length, seek to bring the 
ecumenical movement and the local church into direct contact. Staff of the World 
Council of Churches who will be lecturing include Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hocft, 
general secretary, Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-~Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, and Dr. Elfan Rees, of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. E.P.S., Geneva 
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THE NEPRERLANDS General Synod Votes to Admit Vlomen to Ministry 


Women will be admitted to the office of elder and deacon in the Reformed 
Church in the Netherlands, according to action taken on June 25 by the General 
Synod, A special dispensation in each individual case will be necessary to admit 
women into the full ministry of the church. 


In other action the Synod considered the Delta-scheme calling for the closure 
of a number of sea-arms in the Netherlands, which will allow for a large increase 
in population, The main problems, the Synod said, recommending a study of the - 
situation, will be industrialisation and urbanisation and the need for mass re- 
creation, 


The Synod heard a report on the controversial subject of artificial insemina- 
tion from the Council for Church and Family. While artificial insemination within 
marriage is not completely prohibited, the council recommended that when three 
persons are involved the act should be punishaole by law. 


A report on conversations between members of the Arminian Church and the 
Reformed Church was submitted to the Synod and described as the first step 
toward reunion, Armenians were expelled from the Reformed Church in 1619 for 
dogmatic reasons, E.ieS., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA ' "The Church Cannot Loselt 


Two Anglican bishops have spoken recently on the controversial racial policy 
of the government of South Africa, 


The Bishop of Johannesburg, Dr. Richard Ambrose Reeves, said in New York 
that there would be open conflict between church and state in South Africa if 
the government enforced the recently~enacted Native Laws Amendment Act (see EPS 
Nos, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 15/16). He warned that if the Minister of Native Affairs 
used his authority to keep Africans away from "white churches", the Anglican and 
other churches "will tell the people to disobey the law and then stand by them 
to the end", 


- 


Dr. Reeves is in the United States for a seven-week speaking tour sponsored 
by the American Church Union (Episcopal) and the South Africa Defence Fund. 


"The church cannot lose, Dr. Reeves said. "History is littered with people 
who tried to tell the church what to do but failed," 


The bishop heads the Treason Trials Defence Committee which is seeking to 
raise more than $400,000 for the legal defence and family support of 156 persons 
accused by the South African government of high treason because they resisted the 
official apartheid policy. 


In Capetown, where he was making an unofficial visit prior to taking up 
residence there in September, Anglican Archbishop-elect Joost de Blank said - 
that if he found South Africats racial policy was based on unfair discrimina- 


tion he would "obey God rather than the government", E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES _ Reactions of White Congregations to Negro Pastors 


Two Negro Methodist pastors of all-white congregations are in the news, one 
because he has been "promoted" to a larger charge, and one because his congre- 
gation quit in protest of his appointment. 
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The Rev. Simon P. Montgomery, who went to the all-white church at Old Mystic, 
Connecticut,,in 1955, has been appointed to another all-white church in Rockville 
with 275 members. During the time he was at Old liystic the membership doubled to 
90 and a $5,000 building programme was completed, In January Mr. Montgomery was 
elected the first Negro chaplain of the State House of Representatives. 


Meanwhile, in Los Angeles, California, the 43 active members of the Normandie 
Avenue Church resigned in protest when the Rev. N. Burlin Higgins was appointed 
as their pastor. Methodist District Superintendent said church authorities felt - 
Normandie Avenue should be inter-racial because 60 per cent of the 20,000 popula- 
tion within a radius of a mile and a half is Negro. "The people already are 
coming to support the new pastor," Dr. Ragsdale said. "There were 17 Negroes and 
50 white persons at a recent service." 


Commented Mr, Higgins: 'My appointment thus becomes an even greater challenge 


to rebuild God's house on the ruins of neglect." ePeOe, Geneva 
UNITED SPATES Brethren, Lutherans, Quaker Ask for End of Bomb Tests 


Three church groups in the United States, the Quakers, the Brethren and the 
Augustana Lutherans have appealed to governments to end nuclear tests and break 
the "tragic impasse" which surrounds disarmament. 


The American Friends Service Committee wrote to President Eisenhower of the 
U.S., Prime Minister Harold Machiillan and Premier Nikolai A. Bulganin, saying 
that an "act of moral initiative! on the part of any nation in stopping nuclear 
tests "unequivocally and without reservation" would "release creative moral 
power of incalculable effect". 


The Church of the Brethren, at its annual conference in Richmond, Virginia, 
said that continued manufacture and testing of nuclear weapons presents not only 
a physical danger but imperils "our relations with other nations, especially in 
the Pacific area". ; 


In Omaha, Nebraska, the 98th ammual synod of the Augustana Lutheran Church 
also urged a halt to nuclear tests. E.P.Se, Geneva 


YUGOSTAVIA 9,000 Hungarian Refugees Remain 


The number of Hungarian refugees in Yugoslavia has dropped from 18,000 to 
9,000, Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the CC's Service to Refugees, re- 
ports after a visit there last week, 


While the morale problem is still serious, it has improved recently because 
of new immigration opportunities, he said. There are resettlement plans for most 
of the remaining refugees. Most of those who have been resettled have gone to 
South America and Australia. Only close relatives of persons already in the 
United States have been accepted for emigration there. Physical conditions in 
the camps have been substantially improved, he added, 


The biggest problems are the students and the 620 unaccompanied youths 
between the ages of 14 and 18, Dr. Chandler reported. The youths are in a 
special camp near the Runlanian border, and the resident counselor is Wiss Marie 
Maylan, a former CIMADE-WCC worker at Sucy, France. 3 


Three new staff members are strengthening the World Council's operations 
for ccunsdling and resettlement of the Hungarians, Dr. Chandler said. Iliss Mollie 
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Rule, resettlement officer in Greece, has arrived in Belgrade, replacing Mr. Jan 
van Hoogstraten of Church World Service, who has returned to the United States, 
Miss Llla \jood, who has been in the ICEM office in Vienna, and lladame Jenne Eovet 
of Switzerland, will go to Yugoslavia this week as administrative secretaries, 
The fourth staff member in Yugoslavia is Mr. George Wood, who has been at work 
Since March. ieP.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Autonomous Bantu Church Recommended 


A study committee has recommended that an autonomous Bantu Church, Reformed 
in doctrine, liturgy and ecclesiastical law, should be set up in South Africa, 
The report was submitted to a meeting on June 25 of representatives of the 
Federal Missionary Council of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk and of the 
Gereformeerde and the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerke. 


Still to be ratified by the synods concerned, the report calls for mutual 
consultation on work in the field and for an Inter-Church Advisory Committee 
that would study problems related to missions and advise the churches. 


The group agreed on qualifications for membership, recognition of each 
other's members, minimum requirements in connection with training of the Bantu 
ministers, translation of church documents, and Bantuistics as a subject in 
Zuropean schools, 


There is already a Bantu Presbyterian Church of South Africa. 
E.PeSe, Geneva 


URUGUAY — New Federation to Take Part in Social Change Study 


(Montevideo) - Just barely a year after its organisation, the Federation of 
Pretestant Churches of Uruguay is participating in the ecumenical rapid social 
change study and has appointed special study commissions on theology, evan- 
gelism, social questions, etc. In this connection a conference on Christian 
responsibility in areas of rapid social change was held last month in coopera~ 
tion with the Protestant Federation in Rio de la Plata (Argentina). 


After a discussion of sereral years, the Uruguay federation became indepen- 
dent in August, 1956, Until last August, the churches belonging to the new 
federation were affiliated with the Protestant Federation in Rio de la Plata, 


Aims of the young federation include strengthening the already existing 
cooperation between the Protestant churches and intensifying work in the fields 
of evangelism, education and youth. The formation of the federation, as expressed 
in its constitution, means that Protestant interests will be more effectively 
represented in official quarters and to the general public. 


The federation is concerned with ensuring that freedoms proclaimed in the 
Declaration of Human Rights are not infringed, placing special emphasis on 
freedom of conscience and freedom of religion. The Protestants of Uruguay say 
that they have been inspired in this by the work of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council. 


Other activities of the church council include promoting closer contacts 
with the WCC and the IMC, publishing a bulletin, "Unidad Cristiana", and setting 
up an ecumenical library containing all documents on ecumenical subjects which 
exist in Spanish and documents in other languages published by the WCC and 
other groups. Last January the federation organised ecumenical meetings to mark 
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the Universal Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The federation works in coopera- 
tion with the Committee for Cooperation in Latin America for greater use of press 
and radio. 


At its first annual meeting in Montevideo in May, it was reported that the 
German Evangelical Church in Uruguay has joined the federation and the League of 
Protestant ifomen is a new affiliate. Other members are the Nazarenes, the Lutheran 
Church, Methodist Church and the Waldensian Church. The other affiliated organisa- 
tions are the Mennonite Mission, the League of Protestant Youth, United Bible 
Societies, the Mennonite Bible Seminary, and the libraries "La Cruzada!t and "La 
Aurora" , bePeSe, Geneva 


YUGOSLAVIA Deaconesses House Closes at Vrbas 


The Reformed Church's Deaconesses House at Vrbas, Yugoslavia, has been 
turned over to the government and the residents removed to state institutions, 
to Gemany, and to private homes. 


The action came after months of negotiations between the state and the 
church. The home had been founded in 1923. During the Second World War it was 
directed by a diaconal association which was dissolved in 1945, After the war, 
church circles in Switzerland assumed a large part of the responsibility for 
the house. Last August, the state told the Yugoslavian churchmen that the home 
had not been requisitioned before because it had not been needed and because 
authorities saw that ‘the Reformed Church was doing fine, praiseworthy work 
for the benefit of hunanity". But now, government officials said, the house was 
needed for a hospital in the Vrbas district. 


When leaving the home, the church was allowed to take all equipment and 
supplies acquired since 1946. 


Reformed Church officials write that only those patients who requested it 
were turned over to state institutions. Twenty-one are being transported to 
Germany. Six others have been placed in homes of Reformed members. 


The closing of the home has revived interest in deacony work and leaders 
say that within the future the church "will have not one home, but 30, 40 or- 
even 50 deaconesses homes as sick and aged are placed in the homes of indivi- 
dual church members as paying guests". The Synodic Council voted to care for 
these "forsaken and needy brethren who cannot be properly supplied by their 
relations or parishes'', There are two deaconesses and one probationary sister. 


“. 


In the Reformed Church, reorganised after world War II, each community is 
considered to be a church, no matter how small, if it has its own consistory, 
if there is a service every Sunday, whether there is a minister or not, if the 
sacraments are administered, if children receive religious instruction and ae a 
the parishioners personally contribute to the support of the local church and 
the deacony work of the national church. There are 40 such parishes, and an 
additional 34 diaspora parishes. The 74 parishes are cared for by 24 ministers 
and three assistart ministers and there is a total membership, including children, 
of 31,345 persons. 


Church officials say that a law passed in 1953 is solving many difficulties, 
granting freedom of religion, of religious instruction and of worship, but by- i 
laws have not been published yet, though they are in process, and Reformed church= 
men say they “expect much of them", 
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One of the biggest problems facing the Reformed Church is training of young 
pastors. Because there is no Reformed seminary in the country, the last ministers: 
conference has drawn up a plan for a seminary which would begin by offering a one- 
year course in basic theology. 


Through its mission work, the Reformed Church has built a room in the 
Cameroon Christian College, sent four cows to the mission centre in Lebanon and 
helped support the work of two missionaries in India. 


Publications of the Reformed Church include a Bible guide, a monthly book- - 
let called "Home Meditation", a "Little Church Hymnary" and a monthly mimeograph- 
ed newsletter in Hungarian, German and English. 


In Belgrade in May, the Methodist Church had its first service in the 
oratory of the newly-formed Reformed Church. From now on there will be weekly 
services in Hungarian, German and Serbian in the Reformed Church in Belgrade. 

H.P.Se, Geneva 


The International Review of Missions 


In the International Review of Missions for July, Dr. Kenneth Cragg takes 
discussion on Hendrik Kraemer's "Religion and the Christian Faith" a stage 
further in an article called "Hearing by the Word of God", Dr. E.C. Bhatty 
attempts to answer the question "Is the Church in India Thinking?", P.D. 
Devanandan writes on "A Centre for the Study of Hinduism", a venture recently 
launched under his direction to begin to meet the need to understand trends in 
Hinduism today. The Rev. John R, Fleming, secretary of the Malayan Christian 
Council, presents "Scripture Distribution and the Living Indigenous Church" 
in terms of the use and study of the Bible as part of the life and growth of- 

a church, The mission to the Jews is studied by the Rev, E#.S. Gabe in "Atone- 
ment in Judaism and the Missionary Approach", Dr. Maurice Heusinkveld, in Iraq 
with the American Reformed Church Mission, sets out, in "The New lissionary 
Committee and Field Orientation", plans to give missionary candidates prepara- 
tion for their daily contacts. il, Emmanuel La Graviére, of the "Conseil de 
1'Union Francaise, writes on "The Problem of Alcoholism in the Countries and- 
Territories south of the Sahara"."IMC-WCC Relations" are discussed in the con- 
text of the ‘integration! issue by Sir Kenneth Grubb. The meeting of the East 
Asia Christian Conference at Prapat, Indonesia, is described in "The Significance 
of Prapat' by F.S. De Silva, of the Methodist Church in Ceylon. &.P.5., Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The July number of the Ecumenical Review, published by the \/orld Council of 
Churches, devotes three articles to "science and religion", Professor H.H. Wolf, 
director of the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, writes on "The Old Problem: Science 
and the Christian Faith". Erik Ingelstam, a Swedish physicist, discusses "Con- 
temporary Science and Human Life". Samuel H. Miller of Harvard examines relations 
between "The Church and the Scientists". 


In commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the "Unitas Fratrum" (iloravians), 
Elisabeth H. Zorb contributes a study of Zinzendorf. Norman Goodall, secretary ~ 
of the Joint Committee of the International Missionary Council and the WCC, out- 
lines "Some Underlying Issues" bearing un the proposed integration of the ae 
world bodies, Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff traces the réle of "The Kirchentag 
in the Renewal of the Church''. Robert S, Bilheimer, director of the WCC's Division 


No, 27 ~- duly 12th, 1957 | - 8 - 225 


of Studies, presents his reflections on "International Church Assistance and 
Rapid Social Change! following a recent journey in Asia. 


Phe Ecumenical Chronicle contains recent documents of important bearing on 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees arising out of the East Asian Study Con- 
ference held under WCC auspices at Siantar, Sumatra. There is also an analysis 
of the recently issued report on Anglican-Presbyterian inter-churh relations in 
the United Kingdom. The World Council Diary comments on recent developments in - 
the ecumenical community; the threats to the ecumenical patriarchate of Constan- 
tinople, changes in Faith and Order, and youth work in Latin America, 


There are surveys of books on the Bible, Eastern Orthodoxy, and 
other reviews and short notices. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


The Rev. Juraj Struharik of Backa province near the Hungarian frontier has 
been elected bishop of the Slovak Evangelical lutheran Church in Yugoslavia. The 
church has 37 parishes served by 30 clergymen. 


» 


% % 


Patriarch Ignatius Ephrem I of Antioch and All the Orient, supreme head of 
the Assyrian Orthodox Church, died at his patriarchal seat in Homs, Syria, in 
June, at the age of 70, He had been head of the church since 1933. 
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"Episcopal Churchnews", published in Richmond, Virginia, will cease publica- 
tion with its August 18 issue. The magazine, which-has a circulation of 20,000, 
was begun in 1951 as the successor to the 116-year-old "Southern Churchman". 


% % 


Dr. John Morgan, 71, fourth Archbishop of wales and the 74th bishop of 
Llandaff, died in London on June 26, Funeral services were held in his Cathedral 
Church at Llandaff, Wales, on July l. 
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Two citizens of the United States were arrested in Ayapel, Colombia, last 
month at the instigation of a priest,and charged with being found in Catholic 
mission territory without authorisation from the local priest. According to 
press reports, the two men, who were doing a documentary film on the work of the 
Latin America Mission, were questioned by police and then told by the mayor to 
leave town immediately. 
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In Hungary the bishops, professors of theology, seniors, pastors and lay - 
leaders in the Protestant churches have protested against the atom-bomb experi- 
ments and against the use of weapons of mass destruction. They have sent a 
declaration to the Big Four and to the United Nations through the Hungarian 
Peace Council, referring to the appeal issued by the Evanston Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, and to the views of a number of Protestant leaders 
on the question. The Hungarian churches say they want to continue to support 
"the unceasing endeavour of the Hungarian Peace Council in the interest of 
preserving the peace of mankind". 
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Eighteen women's organisations in iestern Germany, including the "Evangelische 
Frauenarbeit" and the Association of German Catholic \jomen, have issued an appeal 
to the women of the world demanding the cessation of atom-bomb experiments, gra- 
duated disarmament under suitable control until all atomic weapons are completely 
banned by mutual agreement, and intensive research into measures of protection 
for the population, and provision of the same. They urged the Government of the 
Federal Republic to put forward these requests when undertaking international 
negotiations. 

At the end of June a number of students and Protestant student-chaplains were 
arrested at Weimar, in the German Democratic Republic. According to reports re- 
ceived, some of the students have since been released, 
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The city of Munich has now officially invited the German Evangelical Kir- 
chentag to meet there in 1959, according to a letter from the Lord Mayor Thomas 
Wimmer to Dr. Reinold von Thadden, president of the Kirchentag. 
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At its conference in Berlin the leaders of the United Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church of Germany (VELKD) said they were hesitant about the efforts to start a 
permanent conference of all the Buropean churches (see EPS No. 22). In their 
view, the outcome of the conference of European churches recently held at lise- 
lund, Denmark, is still not clear encugh "as an expression of the aims of a 
special association of that kind to make it possible for the German Lutheran 
churches to join it on that basis. The relationship between these plans and 
the "regular organs of ecumenical cooperation which already exist" must first 
be clarified. 
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A large number of visitors from all over Germany and from abroad attended 
the 500th anniversary celebration of the founding of the Moravian Church, held from 
June 16 to 25 at the Zinzendorf Foundation, Herrnhut, in the DDR, 


% % 


Dr. Carl E. Llund-Quist, executive secretary of the lutheran \orld Federation, 
called on Dr, Otto Nuschke, president of the Christian Democratic Union of the 
German Democratic Republic, during his recent brief visit to Berlin, 


Bishop Hanns Lilje, president of the Lutheran World Federation and vice-~ 
president of the EKD, recently visited President Eisenhower in Washington, 
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Dr. Gerhard May, Bishop of the Protestant Church of Austria, has given full 
information to Dr. Raab (the Chancellor) and to Protestant members of the Austrian 
People's Party concerning the Protestant views on the new negotiations for a 
Concordat,and on a permanent settlement of the relation between Church and State. 
The bishop explained the Protestant attitude to the legislation on education and 
marriage (see EPS No, 26) and urged that the injustice done to the Church by the 
National Socialists be made good, and that Protestants should receive equal 
rights of citizenship. HP.S., Geneva 


The next issue of BPS will, appear on August 2. 
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UNITED SLATES Consultation Considers "The Renewal of the Church" 


(New Haven, Connecticut) - Laymen and women are not primarily "a consuming unit 
of spiritual goods distributed by the ministers", but both are productive agents 
of Christian values, Dean Walter Muelder told the closing session of a consulta- 
tion on "The Renewal of the Church" on July 20 at New Haven. "As such they stand, 
for better or for worse, in frontier situations in the Kingdom", he said. He is 
dean of the Boston University School of Theology. 


"This emphasis of the laity must not be viewed as an attempt to secure larger 
functions or higher status for them in the local congregations or denominations", 
Dean Muelder warned. "Neither is it an oblique scheme of recruiting assistants 
for the clergy." 


The consultation, attended by 150 laymen and women, was the first of more 
than 20 meetings being held at Yale University Divinity School in connection 
With the annual meeting of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee. The 
Central Committee sessions opened July 30 and close on August 7. 


Dean ifuelder said that’ "as Christ came to minister so must all become 
ministers of his saving purpose according to the peculiar gift of the spirit 
which each has received", 


"The vocation of the church is to serve people in the world and to transform 
the world, To be sure, the church has a life of its own and a form of its own, 
but it does not exist primarily to be absorbed in its own internal problems," he 
said, 


The church should be "outward directed in its ministry to and with the commu- 
nity," said Dean Muelder, who served as chairman for the consultation. 
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This fellowship of ministry belongs to all of God's people, men and women, 
laity and clergy together, he stressed. 


"The dialogue between one man and another, one group and another, becomes 
at the same time a dialogue between man and Christ," 


The "world revolutionary situation" challenges both "immemorial methods of 
agriculture and the most recent findings of nuclear physics", he said. Both 
church and state are developing new conceptions of social responsibility. 


Other speakers during the consultation included Professor Chandran Devanesen 
of Madras, India, and irs. Frederick Patterson of Atlanta, Georgia. 


"Difference in wealth and extra-territorial power will continue to make 
communication difficult between the Western and non-Western world in their differ- 
ing approach to Communism", Professor Devanesen said, adding that Communism has "an 
initial advantage in being able to communicate more easily with many parts of the 
non-western world than either liberal democracy or Christianity, which are still 
suspect owing to recent imperialist history". 


"Tf world community is to have any meaning we must learn how to bridge the 
gaps of culture and history by engaging, not in a separate but a common search 
for a basis of unity," he said. Professor Devanesen is a layman who is professor 
of history and political science at Madras Christian College, 


Mrs. Frederick Patterson of Atlanta, Georgia, told the 1950 church men and 
women that "where violence has broken out the church has all too often been silent, 
and the greater the risk the greater the silence. In the United States the 
churches are full. Yet, as a whole, they have failed to meet the greatest challenge 
they have faced in a hundred years - integration, Some would disagree with me, but 
I think it has failed because the churches, instead of leading the thinking, have 
been silent." 


During the meeting, study groups examined such questions as the Christian 
doctrine of marriage, The question of the values and dangers of organising men 
and women in churches into separate groups. was discussed. 


The adequate theological education of the laity was one of the primary con- 
cerns at the meeting. Pioneering experiments in Christian witness were described, 


The consultation was organised by two departments of the World Council of 
Churches, They are the Department on the Laity and the Department on the Coopera- 
tion of Men and Women in Chureh and Society. The executive secretaries of the 
departments are the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, Switzerland, and Mademoiselle Madeleine 
Barot, France. 


Thirty overseas visitors were among those attending the consultation. 
HeP.Se, Geneva 


UNITED STATES | Dean Douglas Horton Is New Faith and Order Chairman 


(New Haven, Connecticut) - Dean Douglas Horton of the Harvard Divinity School, 
Cambridge, Mass., was elected chairman of the 79—member Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches at its meeting which ended on July 25, Renowned 
church leaders, theologians, and laymen from many parts of the world were present 
for the commission meeting at Yale University Divinity School, New Haven, Conn, 

It was the commission's first full meeting since 1954, 


The new vice-chairman of the commission is the Rt. Rev. J.i. Lesslie New- 
bigin of the Church of South India. -Bishop Newbigin fills the place vacated by 
Dean Horton, who has served as vice-chairman since 1954, 
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Retiring chairman of the commission is Archbishop Y.T. Brilioth, Church of 
Sweden. Archbishop Brilioth has been closely identified with the movement for 
church unity through the Faith and Order Commission since 1920. When the Faith 
and Order movenent became a constituent part of the World Council of Churches in 
Amsterdam in 1948, Archbishop Brilioth continued as its chairman. 


Confessional representation on the commission includes Orthodox, Eastern 
Churches, Anglican, Old Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, United, Congre- 
gational, Baptist, Disciples of Christ, Friends and Moravians. 


"Neither the world Council of Churches nor the Faith and Order Commission 
within it has claims of monopoly on matters of Christian unity. Many developments 
in the direction of unity are taking place outside the recognisable area of our 
work, This is as it should be," said Dr. J. Robert Nelson. He is executive secre- 
tary of the commission. 


"Nevertheless, we must not ignore the impressive fact that this commission 
holds a unique place in the whole world," he said. The commission "is the only 
fully international and inter-confessional body which has as its sole purpose the 
promotion of the unity of all Christian people', 


In its meeting in New Haven, the commission concentrated on reports concern= 
ing its current studies. Dr. Nelson observed that the European and American theo-— 
logical commissicnshave pursued their inquiry into the nature of the church "in 
the light of the person and work of Jesus Christ and of the Holy Spirit" along 
similar lines which now seem to converge. 


"With regard to these theologians, at least, it cannot be said that the 
European and American ways of thought are of great difference", Dr. Nelson said. 


"Prom the points of general agreement thus obtained they may next proceed to 
more specific issues affecting the unity of the church. The first issue to be 
treated is that of Baptism," he said, 


The study on the implications of Baptism for church unity has engaged a 
major share of the attention of the theologians. The role of social and cultural 
factors affecting Christian unity were also presented to the meeting in a report 
on the study of institutionalism, Other studies included ways and meaning of 
Christian worship. Commissions were at work on the meaning of "tradition and 
traditions", 


The Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches maintains-a 
policy of neutrality and non-coercion in regard to church union schemes or pro- 
grammes of negotiations between churches. In recent years a new policy has evolved — 
which permits the Faith and Order Commission to play a part in the holding of 
regional or national conferences on faith and order. 


"By such means the concerns of Faith and Order which may seem very remote 
from the daily experience of local and regional church bodies are brought down 
from the level of world-wide conferences to places where these bodies exist," 
Dr. Nelson said, 


As examples of such conferences he cited the New Zealand conference in 1955, 
one in India in May 1957 and the forthcoming North American Conference on "The 
Nature of the Unity We Seek" to be held in Oberlin, Ohio, Sept. 3-10. The Oberlin 
Conference is sponsored by the U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches, 
the National Council of Churches and the Canadian Council of Churches. Australia 
plans such a ccnference for 1959. An inter-confessional consultation is also under 
way in Europe between Reformed and Lutheran confessions, 
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A second decision which has changed the work of the commission enables it to 
hold informal consultations on church union, At Yale July 26-29 a church union 
consultation was held with 50 persons who have been closely connected with actual 
negotiations of churches for intercommunion and union. At the present time there 
are about 35 church union negotiations, 


Nominations of new members to the commission include the following: Prof. 
David Cairns, Church of Scotland; Principal L.G. Champion, Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland; Prof. Edward A. Dowey, Presbyterian Church in the USA; the 
Rev. Norman Gilkison, Presbyterian Church of New Zealand; the Rev. W.F. Hambly, 
Methodist Church of Australia; Prof. Basil Ionnidis, Church of Greece; the Rev. 
P.D. Latuihamallo, Protestant Church of the Moluccas; Bishop Ferdinand Sigg, 
Methodist Church, Switzerland; Pastor Charles Westphal, Reformed Church, France; 
and Director Pehr Edwall, Church of Sweden. 


Tribute was paid to the retiring chairman Archbishop Brilioth of the Church 
of Sweden for his long service te the cause of church unity. A silver tray was 
accepted on his behalf by Bishop Anders Nygren, Church of Sweden. Bishop Nygren 
is chairman of the European theological commission on Christ and the Church. 


Also honoured for his services as secretary of the commission was Dr. Nelson, 
who completes four years in this post. In September he will become dean of the 
Divinity School of Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. Nelson, a 
Methodist, was also nominated to permanent membership on the commission, 

HeP.S.e, Geneva 


GERMANY World Alliance Re-elects Charles Sherman 
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(Kassel) - The Hon. Charles D. Sherman of liberia was unanimously re~elected pre- 
sident of the World Alliance of the YMCA at-the first full-length meeting of the 

group's highest legislative body, the newly-formed World Council, on July 4-12 in 
Kassel, Germany. It was the first major meeting of the World Alliance in Gemnany 

since 1909, 


Dr. Sherman, who is the first native-born African to head an international 
Christian organisation, called on the movement's four million members in 70 
countries to continue the advance of the Centennial Extension Programme launched 
during the world YMCA Centennial in Paris in 1955, 


Demonstrating that the theme of the meeting, 'Go Into All the world, was 
being carried out, the Committee on Extension submitted more than 120 projects in 
70 countries calling for men and money to strengthen existing movements and launch 
new associations, particularly in Africa. 


The YMCAs of the United States and Canada anrounced a "Buildings for Brother- 
hood" campaign with a goal of five million dollars to provide "seed money" to 
associations in 35 nations. The project is in addition to the regular World 
Service programme which raises more than a million and a half dollars annually. 
The Council of YMCAs of England, Ireland and Wales and the Scottish National 
Council reported that their programmes of overseas aid had been doubled during 
the past year and at the same time a building expansion programme of £2, 500,000 
is under way at home. The German National lMiovement and other groups reported 
similar advances and plans for the future. Said secretary general Paul M, Limbert 
at the closing session, "This World Council has developed a master plan for the 
next four years and is working on a future already begun." 


No, 28 - August 2nd, 1957 | -5- 231 


The council adopted a four-year project calling for the enlistment, prepara- 
tion and sending out of teams of young men for one or two years of service in 
areas of special needs as part of the Centennial Extension Programme. The team 
will be international, intere«nfessional and interracial. 


A highlight of the YMCA World Council was the report of two special commissions. — 
One, dealing with Structure and Function, proposed an extensive reorganisation of 
the council, which will be put into full operation after a transitional year. The 
report of the Commission on Relationships analysed common concerns of lay move~ 
ments and churches today and called for further far-reaching consultations on re~ 
lations between the YMCA and the churches. 


No representative of the National Committee of YMCAs of China were present, 
but reports were given of recent visits of YMCA leaders to China, and the council 
"learned with thankfulness of the work of the YuwCA movement in the People's Re- 
public of China and desires to express warm greetings to its leaders and members". 


On the subject of atomic energy, the YMCA World Council went on record 
“urging governments of all countries to study and support every effort looking 
toward international agreement that would outlaw the manufacture and use of 
atomic or hydrogen bombs. In such agreements a special international commission 
should be established for such inspection as will assure to the peoples of the 
world that the future production and development of atomic power will be for 
peaceful purposes only." 


The report on refugee work was introduced by Mr, Harper Sibley of Church 

World Service in the United States, who is chairman of the council's Committee 

on Work with Refugees and Migrants. Special thanks went to the U.S. churches for 
their continued support of world YMCA/YWCA services to refugees and special note. 
was made of the generous response of YMCAs and YWCAs in more than 40 nations to 
the appeal for emergency work with Hungarian refugees in Austria. Special commen- 
dation went to the July/August issue of "World Communiqué", This Age of Crisis, 
issued in connection with the recent Geneva Conference on "The Refugee Problem - 
Today and Tomorrow!, and in cooperation with 35 agencies working with refugees 
and migrants. 


The Rev. Hans-Ruedi ileber, executive secretary of the Department on the 
Laity of the World Council of Churches, addressed the YMCA World Council on the 
question of who is to go into the world and how. 


"It is clear then that the laity are the spearhead, the front soldiers of 
Christ's army, because they stand exactly at the point where the great decisions 
of faith are made," he said. 


"The armies of this world fight against somebody in order to defeat their 
enemies, to gain the victory and by doing so to safeguard their own lives. Churches 
and Christian organisations are always tempted to cenform to this kind of worldly 
strife. 


"While the armies of this world fight against someone in order to win, Christ's 
army fights for someone because the victory has already been won. In a certain 
sense the werld is already ‘in Christ'. Our battle can best be compared with an 
army entering an oppressed country whose oppressor has been defeated; our task is 
now to tell people this gocd news and to manifest Christ's kingship in all the 
realms and areas of life." 


The National Council of YMCAs of Pakistan was accepted as a full member of 
the World Alliance, and the YMCA of Bangkok, the Association of French Cameroon 
and the newly-formed National Committee of Lebanon were accepted as associates. 
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The 160 delegates from 34 countries named six vice-presidents of the world 
Alliance. They are Dean Conrado Benitez, Philippines; Hugo Cedergren, Sweden; 
James C. Donnell II, United States; M.H. Doss, Egypt; Dr. Alfonso Lagomarsino, 
Uruguay; and David M. Robinson, England, Leonard Hentsch of Switzerland continues 
as treasurer, Thirty-seven other men from 23 countries were elected to the ixe- 


cutive Committee, BeP.Se, Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Anglicans Told to Defy Law 


A pastoral letter has been read from all the Anglican pulpits of South 
Africa urging church members to ignore the controversial Native Laws Amendment 
Bill. 


The letter said parishioners "must stand by their consciences" and defy the 
provisions of the recently passed act which bars Negroes from attending services 
at churches in white communities without specific permission from the Minister of 
Native Affairs. The law went into force on July 5. 


Signed in the name of the 14 Anglican dioceses, the letter had been worked 
out by the bishops in conference with the late Archbishop Geoffrey H, Clayton 
just before his death in March. It was drafted for publication when and if the 
new segregation measure was put into effect. 


"We believe", the bishops! letter said, "that it is morally wrong to follow 
a policy which has as its object the keeping of any particular group in a per- 
manent position of inferiority, and we believe that racial discrimination practis- 
ed in this country is directed to this end." 


Harlier, the Roman Catholic hierarchy of South Africa issued a statement 
reiterating the church's stand against apartheid, branding it as "blasphemous" 
and “anti~Christian", At the same time, the president-elect of the Methodist 
Church, the Rev. C.K. Storey, said that the churches of South Africa have "tried 
anxiously to avoid a head-on clash with the state but the "series of apartheid 


laws has made the present clash inevitable", BeP.5., Geneva 
INDIA North India Union Plan Ready 


After 28 years of negotiations, the North India Church Union Plan has been 
finalised and unanimously approved at a meeting in Pachmarhi of representatives 
of seven denominational bodies. The plan provides for the organic merger of the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, the United Church of Northern India, 
the liethodist Church in Southern Asia, the Methodist Church (British and Austra-. 
lian Conference), the congregations associated with Baptist missionary societies 
in India and Pakistan, the Church of the Brethren and the Disciples of Christ. 
(See EPS No. 47, 1951.) 


The plan is now ready to be voted on by the governing bodies of the negotiat— 
ing churches, with a timetable calling for the union to be consummated in 1961. 


Accepting the "historic episcopate" as an essential part of the pattern of 
the merged church, the plan also provides for an act of union based on the 
immediate full recognition of the ministries and episcopates of all the uniting 
bodies. Under the plan, the new "Church of North India" will have 31 dioceses. A 
separate united "Church of Pakistan" is to be established for the parts of the 
merging denominations which lie across the boundary in that country, A united 
Church of South India was formed in 1947 is a result of the merger of fcur bodies, 
Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational. E.P.Se, Geneva 


“No, 28 = August 2nd, 1957 si 233 


SUDAN Wissionaries Seconded to Government Schools 


In Southern Sudan, where the govermment has announced its intention of taking 
over all schools. both Protestant and Roman Catholic, during the next twelve 
months, some Protestant educational missionaries have been seconded to the govern~ 
ment in order that they may continue teaching in the former mission and church 
schools, 


Village and elementary schools for boys have already been taken over. Inter- 
mediate schools are still in mission hands and technical schools are being re~ 
Organised, but are still held by the missions. 


The teachers, secended at the government's request, have been assured that 
they will be free to continue their missionary work and it is expected that they 
will continue to teach in the schools until they can be replaced by Sudanese 
teachers. 


At the same time, a number of Sudanese have been appointed inspectors of 
schools under the government in the south and several of them are exemission 
teachers and Christians. The Church WWissionary Society reports that it has been 
invited to train Sudanese teachers to teach Scripture in schools. The govern- 
ment has expressed the desire that every child should be taught religion in 
every school, and,CMS says, those children who want it will be taught the Christian. 
religion, 


The government is insisting that as soon as possible all teaching will be in 
Arabic and, since few teachers at present speak Arabic, there is the danger that 
Moslems will be substituted for them, CMS is urging all new teachers to be trained 
in Arabic and all missionaries already in the country to learn Arabic as quickly 
as possible. ChiS is sending two new teachers to Sudan next winter, and reports 
that they have received their visas. 


Roman Catholic missions have opposed the government's action in taking over 
the schools and now protest that they are not being allowed to teach religion in 


the schools as they had been promised. EeP.S.e, Geneva 
CEYLON Churches Hold Day of Prayer for the Nation 
Ret PAA AS nt = = tt enn agement meer teemnerennseerer 


On Sunday, July 21, the churches belonging to the National Christian Council 
of Ceylon observed a day of prayer for the nation and 28,000 copies of a "inessage 
to the churches" from the NCC were distributed. 


The message pointed out that ''the misunderstanding and bitterness which have 
resulted from the passing of the Official Language Bill and which are so grievous- 
ly threatening the unity of the country have caused us deep concern. At this time 
the Church is challenged to bear witness to the power of the religion of Jesus 
Christ to overcome all distinctions of race and community and to bind men to-= 
gether in a true unity of the Spirit." 


During the past year Sinhalese was declared the one official language of 
Ceylon, leaving the minority Tamil-speaking people "with a great sense of griev- 
ance and frustration". 


Under the leadership of the NCC, a group of leading Sinhalese and Tamil 
ministers and laymen have met together to study the problem. A deputation called 
on the Prime iiinister on June 19 and made a plea that the Tamil language be 
given official status and that the Tamil-speaking citizens have equal rights and 
not suffer because of their race or language. The group expressed the view that 
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if legislation could be passed covering these principles, tensions would be eased 

sufficiently foraher demands to be considered on their merits. Negotiations are 

now going on between the government and leaders of the Federal Party (Tamil). 
H.P.S., Geneva 


iL 


KENYA Joint Ministerial Training 5et Up 


On July 16 the students of the United Theological College in limuru, Kenya, 
held a thanksgiving service marking the formal ratification of the college's 
constitution and climaxing years of planning for joint training of ministers in 
Kenya. 


The first plan of federation was suggested in 1913, then dropped, but an 
Alliance of Missionary Societies was formed, and in 1927 the alliance suggested 
that a divinity school be set up near Nairobi to train Anglican and Presbyterian 
ministers. That plan was never carried out, but Church of Scotland and Methodist 
students were trained separately in St. Paul's Divinity School at Limuru, a 
school which had been started in 1896 by the Church Missionary Society. From 
time to time joint courses were held and in 1949 joint training was started, on 
a trial basis. This July the St. Paul's United Theological College was declared 
to be constituted. 


Attending the special service were the Bishop of Uganda, the Bishop of Zan- 
zibar, the Bishop of Mombasa, the Rev. R, Matters, Methodist, and the Rev. R.G.il. 
Calderwood, moderator of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. BePeo-, Geneva 


GERMANY : Hilfswerk Aides Arrested as East Zone Bans Travel 


Three officials of Hilfswerk, welfare agency of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, have been arrested by Soviet authorities in the Bast Zone on charges of 
having helped send needy children to West Germany for vacations with relatives 
there. 


News service reports received in New York quoting "reliable Protestant 
sources" indicate the three Hilfswerk officials have been taken into custody 
by the public prosecutor in Rostock on the Baltic Coast. 


Those arrested were said to be Erich Wegner and Erich Schmidt, Hilf swerk 
directors in Pommerania and ilecklenburg respectively, and Frau Moeller, district 
manager at Baddoberan, Mecklenburg. 


At the same time, the reports indicated, the Communist goverment is carry- 
jing on a vigorous campaign to get West German children to spend their vacations 
in the Hast Zone. 


The new move was believed to be tied in with the announcement six weeks ago 
by the Communists that students of upper schools and colleges were forbidden to 
travel to West Germany for the holidays. East German officials have not previous- 
ly objected to needy children from Eastern Germany spending vacations in the West. 


The reports said the seriousness of the case against the three Hilfswerk 
officials could be gauged by an article circulated by A-D.Ne, official agency of 
the East Germn government, headed "Abduction of children and juveniles by the 
Protestant Welfare Organisation". 


Meanwhile, it was learned that Communist newspapers in East Germany have 
printed several items about the arrival of children from West Germany to spend 
vacations in the East Zone, and that a welcoming message has been issued to them 
by a Communist party official. E.P.Se, Geneva 


-_ 
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World YWCA Holds Seminar 


(Geneva) - A group of 20 YWCA members from Australia, Barbados, Denmark, Egypt, 
Great Britain, Indonesia, Switzerland and the United States attended a seminar in 
Geneva in July on the work of the World YWCA and the United Nations. 


The seminar, organised by the World YWCA, attended meetings of the UN Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC), and heard briefings on the work of the High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees and the UN Technical Assistance Programme. Also on the pro- 
gramme were discussions of the work of the International Labour Organisation and 
the International Red Cross. 


Leading the morning worship during the week-long seminar was Miss Winifred 
Galbraith, head of the English Department of Kumasi College of Technology in 
Ghana, Her subject was "Christian Approach to World Social Problems". 

HePeSe, Geneva 


Bishop Lilje Speaks on Colombia, Defends Christians Behind lron Curtain 


(Washington) = Bishop Hanns Lilje of Germany, president of the Lutheran world 
Federation, said in Washington that Colombia's new foreign minister, Carlos A. de 
Santamaria, had personally assured him that the government which has taken con- 
trol from former dictator Gustave Rojas Pinellas is dedicated to religious liberty. 


Bishop lilje, in the United States after his tour of Lutheran churches and 
missions in Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador, said the minister "assured me that 
the government would do all in its constitutional power to restore freedom of wor- 
ship everywhere in Colombia". He said lutheran churches have been persecuted in 
both Colombia and Ecuador, and added, "I may have some complaints that I will make 
public later, but for now I would prefer to give the government of Colombia a 
chance to live up to its promise," 


Despite the attitude of the new government, some local governors and police 
officials "still take the position that all Protestantism is a heresy which should 
be driven out of Colombia for the welfare of the people", the bishop said. "It 
may be some time before outbreaks of violence against lutheran churches and 
missions are curbed," 


In Washington, at the same time, the German bishop asked people in the free 
world not to pass judgement on the leaders of Christian churches behind the Iron 
Curtain who might be forced to make compromises with their Communist governments. 


"From my own experience under the Nazis, I know that the lines are not 
always clearly drawn." Bishop Lilje was imprisoned briefly by the Nazis during 
World War II and was under constant pressure from the Hitler government because 
of his criticism of its policies, 


Bishop lilje said that the lutheran Church in Germany has taken the position 
"that the shepherd must remain with his flock, We have told our pastors that even 
if others flee to the west, they must stay and minister to those who remain. They 
have a hard duty to perform and I don't think it is up to us to judge them." 


The bishop said that "w2 will not be fooled" by any Communist propaganda 
which might be voiced by delegates from Iron Curtain countries who attend the LiF 
Assembly in Minneapolis in August. i.eP.S., Geneva 
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FRENCH CAMEROONS The Presbyterian Church Gains Its Independence 


(Elat-Ebolowa) - The Presbyterian Church of the Cameroons, which is mainly active 
in the Southern part of the country, will be proclaimed an independent church at 
its first regular General Assembly on December 11, 1957, in Elat near Ebolowa. 


This church springs from the missionary activities of the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States which sent out its first missionaries to the Cameroons a - 
hundred years ago. The new African church is-now one of the most important Pro- 

testant churches in the country with more than 80,000 active members. Its Sunday 
_ schools are attended by more than 60,000 children and 40,000 catechumens are 
being prepared for confirmation. There are 150 parishes with 82 native parsons. 
The church has a theological college, a training college for teachers and a number 
of hospitals. 


With the proclamation of the independence of the church, the mission station 
of the American Presbyterians in Elat will be closed and the 100 American mission- 
aries will enter the service of the Presbyterian Church of the Cameroons as fra- 
vernal workers. 


The Protestant church which grew out of the French Mission, and the Baptist 
Church of the Cameroons, attained their independence last March (see EPS No. 10). 
BePeS., Geneva 


NETHERLANDS The Netherlands Council of Churches Writes to the Russian Church 


(The Hague) - In a letter thanking the Orthodox Russian Patriarchate of Moscow 
for their Haster greetings, the Netherlands Council of Churches refers to last 
autumn's events in Hungary which had evoked a different reaction among the Russian 
and the Netherlands people. 


The Hungarian people wish to be free and are being kept down by military 
force, says the letter from the Netherlands churches to the head of the Foreign 
Department of the Russian Church, Metropolitan Nicolas. The churches of the 
Netherlands express concern lest events in Hungary should widen the gulf between 
the countries of Hast and ivest Europe. The sufferings of the Christian brethren 
of their faith in a number of countries were causing the Netherlands churches 
increasing uneasiness. "lie regret", writes the Netherlands Council of Churches, 
"that we see no prospect at the present time of taking action with you as a 
Church against wrong and suffering." The Netherlands churches, the letter adds, 
feel themselves united with the Russian Church in Jesus Christ who has overcome 
the whole might of death and the devil. ieP.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


Archbishop Dorotheos of Athens and Primate of Greece died in Stockholm on 
July 26. The 68=year-old archbishop had undergone a brain operation on July §&, 
Archbishop Dorotheos had been appointed to the post in Athens in April, 1956, 
succeeding the late Archbishop Spyridon, 


» 
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The first Islamic centre ~ i/ashington Mosque - in the jester Hemisphere was 
dedicated last month in Washington, D.C. Government and religious leaders joined 
in a dinner honouring the board of governors of the centre. It is sponsored by 15 
Muslim countries. 


“ 
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lutheran World Federation officials have been forced to cancel plans for the 
famous St. Thomas Boys! Choir from East Germany to sing at the Third Assembly in 
Minneapolis this summer, because the East Zone government has not granted exit 
permits for the boys to visit the United States. 


% % 


The Greatness and Misery of the Intellectual is the subject of the current 
issue of "The Student World", quarterly review published by the i/orld's Student 
Christian Federation, Writers for the issue include Eugene Carson Blake, Liston 
Pope, Paul Ricoeur, Richard Shaull, T.V. Philip. 


eae 


The Bishop of Chichester, the Rt. Rev. G.K.A. Bell, has called on the Roman 
Catholic Church to unite with the World Council of Churches in urging a ban on 
hydrogen and atom bombs. The bishop, honorary president of the WCC, was speaking 
at an Ecumenical Institute at Drew University, iladison, New Jersey. "The fact of 
such a message, uttered by the voices of the whole Christian world at the same 
time, wculd be something new in the experience of Christendom", he said. 


% % 


Dr. Carl H. Llund-Quist, the executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, has pleaded that contact should be made with the lutheran churches in the 
People's Republic of China. He announced that the Federation would be glad to 
send a delegation to China in order to obtain a better picture of life in the 
lutheran Church of China. 

% % 


The South African government has refused permission for Gunnar Helander, a 
Swedish missionary, to re~enter the country, although he has worked there for 
seventeen years. He is at present on furlough in Sweden. The South African govern- 
ment says he criticised their apartheid policy in a lecture he made in Sweden, 


% 4% 


More than a thousand Negro and white worshippers attended the first inter- 
racial service in the history of Normandie Avenue Methodist Church in Los Angeles 
early this month and heard a sermon by the church's new Negro pastor, the Rev. 
Nelson B. Higgins Jr. Earlier, the 43 members of the church's congregation had 
resigned in protest of the appointment (see EPS No. 27). In explaining the 
appointment, Bishop Gerald B. Kennedy said, "The church has been dying for a 
long time, because it is in a changing community with about 60 per cent Negroes, 
and it has locked its doors against them. It either had to Change with the 
community, or lock its doors. I think it's time we stopped running away from 
these situations." 


AZ 2. 
x 


One hundred thousand persons - a record crowd - jammed Yankee Stadium in New 
York City on July 20 to hear Billy Graham preach what had been planned as the 
final sermon of his New York crusade. However, the crusade, which began on May 
15 (see EPS No. 20), has been extended through August 10, 


* * 


- A delegation of the Orthodox Church of Finland has returned home after a 
two-week visit to the Soviet Union. The group said it had found "very good rela- 
tions existing between the Soviet government and the Russian Orthodox Church, 
based on non-interference in each other's affairs", E.P.S., Geneva 
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Central Committee Opens Tenth Annual Session 


(New Haven, Conn.) - The annual meeting of the 90-member Central Committee of 

the World Council of Churches got underway on July 30 at Yale University Divinity 
School, New Haven, Conn., and heard reports from the council's general secretary, 
Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, and the 12-member Executive Committee. 


The Executive Committee, which had held its sessions on July 28=30 at Sea- 
bury House, Greenwich, Conn., reviewed the year's activities of the council and 
pointed out future events that would involve the WCC. 


Looking back over the two recent big international crises, Suez and Hungary, 
the committee went on record supporting the action of the General Secretariat 
during the Hungarian crisis, stating that "in no way had the General Secretariat 
departed from the publicly stated principles of World Council policy". The Exe- 
cutive Committee, the report said, "continues to follow the situation in Hungary 
and will use every opportunity which offers itself to intervene in favour of 
church people who are in special danger". 


The one encouraging aspect of the Hungarian crisis, the committee said, was 
the "readiness of churches - large and small, rich and poor, in almost every part 
of the world - to help in solving the tremendous problem created by the exodus 
of the refugees and to give support to the churches in Hungary", 


The Executive Committee also noted the "worsening of the relations between 
Church and State in East Germany and was shocked to learn of the completely un- 
founded attacks which are being made on one of our presidents, Bishop Otto 
Dibelius, and desires to express its admiration for his stand for the freedom 
of the Church", 


Regarding the situation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the 
Executive Committee reported that it felt that "this is a case in which a member 
church should receive the strongest possible moral backing from the council", Sir 
Kenneth Grubb and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, and Dr. Visser 't Hooft, visited the patriarch in the 
spring. 


Moving to the question of relations with-non-member churches, the Executive - 
group reminded the Central Committee that non-member churches are often represent- 
ed at courses and conferences at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, 
and that the WCC work among refugees often touches large numbers of people from 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held resbonsible for obinions exbressed in its: news items. 
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non-member churches. "The purpose of, this service offered to all churches is now 
in the first place to increase our membership, but to manifest true ecumenicity." 


The postponed conversations between the WCC and the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church may be held after the summer, the Executive reported. 
When Dr. Visser 't Hooft transmitted the whitsun message of the WCC presidents to 
the Orthodox Church of Russia he stated that the WCC remained ready to hold the 
meeting at a convenient date. In answer, the Patriarchate recently wrote to say that 
it hopes that after the summer it will be possible to fix a date for the meeting. 
Originally the conversations had been scheduled for last January, but were post 
poned at the request of the lloscow Patriarchate, 


The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be in February, 1958, in 
William Temple College, Rugby, England. The committee provisionally accepted an 
invitation to hold its February, 1959, meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


General Secretary Reports 


"Tt is now exactly 20 years ago that definite shape was given to the plan 
to form a World Council of Churches. In July, 1937, the so-called Committee of 
Thirty~five met at Westfield College in England and worked out the first concrete 
blueprint for the council," Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the committee in his annual 
report, 


However, he continued, "to remind ourselves of these beginnings is not merely 
to glance backward, but to realise that the men and women of 1937 had grasped a 
deep truth about the ecumenical movement. It is the truth that there is no true 
unity without renewal, that the unity which we seek in the World Council is unity 
which manifests the wholeness and integrity of the Church. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft pointed out that there are many activities of the council 
which seem to have little direct relation to the main purpose for which it exists 
- the furthering of the unity of the Church. "From the point of view of Faith and 
Order it can be asked whether the concern for unity has now become only one 
among a large number of concerns of the WCC," 


Insisting that it is important for this question to be studied carefully, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft added that "we may and must hope that, as the churches help 
each other to become more truly and more purely the Church of Christ, they will 
inevitably also be led to take definite steps toward the full manifestation of 
its unity", 


Looking back to the Suez and Hungarian crises, Dr. Visser 't Hooft outlined 
the main concern of the \WCC when it deals with an international situation, citing 
three points: Does the crisis involve fundamental issues of international rela- 
tions on which the WCC member churches have spoken and of which they should be 
reminded? How can we best help, spiritually and materially, the members of our 
fellowship involved in the crisis? What should be done to ensure that this crisis 
dces not weaken the fellowship between Christians? 


"Hach crisis offers a specific opportunity for an expression of true Chris-= 
tian solidarity, Thus the Hungarian tragedy has become an occasion for a more 
widespread expression of concern and solidarity through-sacrificial giving than 
we have yet had at any time in the history of the inter-church aid work of our 
council," Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the committee. 


The general secretary reviewed the action of the Hast Asia Conference of 
Churches in Prapat, Indonesia, last March (see EPS No, 12), calling it one of the 
most important new developments of the year, It was, he said, the first attempt 
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to arrive at a regional organisation of the member churches of the WCC and the 
member churches of the International Missionary Council in a wide geographical 
area, "This solution of the problem of regional relationships may well become a 
precedent which will have a bearing on developments in other parts of the world." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reminded the committee that "we have now reached a 
crucial period in the developing relationships between the WCC and the TMC# , 
because an ecumenical movement must be concerned with the total life of the 
Church in all its aspects. 


Pressure for the proposed integration of the two bodies is coming "from the 
heart of the ecumenical movement itself," he said. 'We owe it to the younger 
churches which join the council to provide for them an ecumenical milieu in which 
the missionary calling pervades the whole atmosphere. We owe it to the older 
churches to maintain in our whole life the pressure of that greatest of all 
callings," 


If the plan of integration is adcpted, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "we will 
in fact accept a responsibility for supporting the churches in their missionary 
task such as we have already accepted for other aspects of their total task." 


Proposals for integration will come before the IMC Assembly in December in 
Ghana for discussion. Final action on integration of the two organisations cannot 
come until the wCC's Third Assembly in 1960. £.P.S., Geneva 


Ceylon As Site of Next Assembly Discussed 


Problems involved in the probable choice of Kandy, Ceylon, as the site of 
the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches were discussed at the July 
31 session of the Central Committee as the churchmen from around the world re- 
ceived reports on plans prepared for 1960, 


Dr. W.A. Visser '% Hooft, WCC general secretary, told the Central Committee 
that invitations to hold the assembly have come from the churches of Ceylon and 
the Ceylon national university, and there are indications that the government 
and the citizens of Ceylon will warmly wélcome the assembly. The suggested date 
is Christmas, 1960. However, Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the group that there is an 
alternative invitation to hold the big meeting in Berlin, Germany. 


In answer to questions he acknowledged that present tensions between the 
Tamil and Cingalese~speaking populations of Ceylon might mount, but did not 
think this was an argument for not proceeding with arrangements if the site is 
confirmed at the Committee's present meeting. 


He added that there were signs of "warm hospitality" from the Ceylonese 
people even when the fact was taken into account that Kandy was a great centre 
of Buddhism and the site of the renowned "Temple of the Tooth", 


In a review of subjects that should be borne in mind as the Committee dis- 
cussed the coming assembly's theme, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said it must take account 
of "a developing Asian consciousness since the Bandung Conference of Asian and 
African nations'.He picked out Asian nationalism in league with a trend to mix 
world religions together into an amalgam as one of the forces to be reckoned with 
by the unique claims of the Christian missionary forces. "But", warned the WCC 
leader, "we must avoid giving the impression that there is any western cultural 

imperialism involved in our coming to Ceylon." 
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Turning to other problems of preparing for the assembly in the member churches, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft referred to a widespread impression that the ecumenical move- 
ment is "esoteric" and outside the normal range of church life. 


"We still deal with vast numbers of congregations that have not yet begun to 
understand what we mean when we speak of the Church in the ecumenical movement," 
he said, He asked for an assembly theme that would be "prepared in our churches 
and go back again into the life of our churches", 


_ The general secretary warned, however, that "we must not give the impression 
that we give so much emphasis to the Church that we forget about the world! .We 
need not do that, he said, "if we place the emphasis on the mission of the Church 
to the world and in the world." 


In the first discussion on the theme for the coming assembly, various sugges- 
tions were put forth, Professor K.E. Skydsgaard of Copenhagen, Denmark, asked for 
reconciliation as the Assembly's theme because the world was asking the churches 
challenging questions on the subject. Dr. Kathleen Bliss, an Anglican from the - 
United Kingdom, suggested world-wide preparation on a regional scale so that con- 
cerns could come to the surface from congregations in different churches and 
countries, "Then let the theme emerge'', she said. Dr. Henry P,. van Dusen, president 
of Union Theological Seminary, New York City, proposed "Christ the Lord of the 
World" as the theme, while Bishop Hanns lilje of Hannover, Germany, asked for "a 
period of creative imagination when we try to free ourselves from our own tradi~ 
tions and theological subleties and say something new, audacious, radical". 

BeP.S., Geneva 


Central Committee Theme Presented 


At sessions at the same day, the main theme of the 1957 meeting of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, "The Calling of the Church 
to Witness and to Service", was presented by Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof, principal 
of the Netherlands Reformed Theological Seminary at Dreibergen, Netherlands, ‘ 
and the Rev, Russell Chandran, principal of the United Theological College, Ban~ 
galore, India. 


The special service of the Church is to be "a help of the helpless'! and 
should not rival the social work of governments or humanitarian agencies, accord- 
ing to Dr. Berkhof, 


Stressing the close connection between the witness of the Church and the 
service of the Church, he pointed out that both are equally necessary. Not alk 
humanitarian and philanthropic activity is suited to express the Church's wit- 
ness which must always point to God's saving and restoring work. 


This ineans that when the helpless are recognised as such by governments they 
cease to be helpless, he said. When governments begin to pay proper attention to 
those who have been aided by the Church, Dr. Berkhof said, the Church should re- 
tire from the work, for when a type of service can be done as well or even better 
by other agencies, the Church's service "has lost its significance as a symbol 
of God's restoration". 


Such withdrawal has not always been readily accepted by churches. The Church, 
said Dr, Berkhof, is "threatened by the same danger" as the state and philan-~ 
thropic agencies; the danger of formality and ideology. Thus the Church can go on 
serving "her poor" even though they are no longer the real poor because of en- 
trenched interests. 
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"\hen God invented the witnessing service, the devil invented bureaucracy," 
he said, 


There are other areas where poverty is so intense that the Church is tempted 
to stress service and leave out preaching. This attitude, "however noble, is also 
a mistake, Although the Church cannot give its witness when people feel that "we 
only want something of them, still the Church must "tell them about the reality 
of the Kingdom", 


This is particularly true in areas of rapid social change, according to Dr, 
Berkhof, "Without the Gospel itself", Dr. Berkhof declared, "its western deri- 
vatives will do more evil than good! and throw these people into a "spiritual 
vacuum, because they are no longer-underdeveloped but in a rapid social change 
towards - if God does not prevent ~- a horrible and empty brave new world". 


The present nature of the opposition to the Christian faith in non-Chris- 
tian lands makes it "most urgent" that the Christian Church should effectively 
express both the witnessing and the service aspects of its ministry, according 
to the Rev. J. Russell Chandran. 


Principal Chandran cited two main types of opposition to Christianity which 
are now widespread. The first type, illustrated by the Hindu resurgence in India, 
seeks to limit Christians to humanitarian services and bar propagation of the 
faith. The second kind of opposition, found in Communist countries, limits the 
Church to purely religious activities and denies "the freedom to work out the 
social and political implications of the Christian faith", 


To meet these threats to the complete ministry of the Church, the World 
Council of Churches must both "put before the member churches their evangelistic 
mission" and continue its programme of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 
Evangelism is of particular importance today not only because of attacks from 
other religions but also because the churches face the danger of their faith 
"being dampened or diluted" by the constant impact of non-Christian beliefs. 


Another aspect of the Church's unity is that of the churches belonging to~ 
gether in their mission, This raises questions, according to Mr, Chandran, con- 
cerning the relationships between the so-called "older" and "younger" churches. 
This relationship is now determined to some extent by missionary societies which 
helped to build up the younger churches. 


Opposed to this is the growth of national conscicusness on the -part of Chris- 
tians in the younger churches. In a healthy development toward self-support, care 
must be taken to maintain the unity of witness and service and the common respon 
sibility for the Church's task, This is one area in which the World Council of 
Churches can be of service in correlating resources from various parts of the 
world, 


The Church will always have inadequate resources, Principal Chandran con- 
Cluded, and must face the problem of dividing the loaves and fishes among the 
multitude, "Only in our common commitment to proclaim Him to all nations shall 
we have the power to help the suffering people of the world,' HeP.S., Geneva 


CCIA Statement on Atomic Tests Commended to Churches 


During sessions on August 1 of the WCC's Central Committee, the Executive 
Committee of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs presented 
a statement on atomic tests and disarmaments, declaring that there is "a risk 
for peace which Christians in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons are 


No. 29 ~ August 9th, 1957 . ~ 6 = 243 


justified in advocating, in the hope of breaking through the barriers of dis- 
trust", The statement says Christians can "urge their governments to forego 
vests for a trial period, in the hope that others will do the same, a new con~ 
fidence will be born, and foundations laid for reliable agreements". 


The statement from CCIA was commended to the member churches of the World 
Council by the Central Committee. Later, the committee issued a statement of 
its own concerning the moral issues of atomic and hydrogen bomb testing and 
warfare, (The full text of the second statement was not available at press time. 
It will be included in next weck's issue of UPS,) 


The CCIA document begins noting: " he peoples of the world are moved, indeed 
deeply alarmed, by current tests of nuclear weapons" and says the churchmen com= 
posing the CCIA "share this world-wide concern’, It speaks of the "hazards to 
health from nuclear experiments", declaring that "all people are affected in some 
degree by radioactive fallout! and that "more important is the effect upon genera- 
tions yet unborn", 


After admitting that "the degree of damage may thus be comparatively small", 
the declaration says "uncertainty itself gives rise to gemiine anxiety". 


There is world-wide popular concern abovt atomic warfare, the statement 
asserted, "Vast areas could be depopulated by the powers of destruction now 
available and the dangers of fallout multiplied a thousandfold", and the-CCIA 
executive describes the "main concern" as "the prevention of atomic war - and 
war itself". 


Describing these problems as "baffling and complex", the statement goes 
on to show how stockpiling of atomic weapons heightens the danger thet they will 
be used, while many people believe at the same time that "our present insecure 
peace rests mainly upon the possession of atomic deterrents on both sides of a 
divided world and upon the suicidal character of atomic war". 


The CCIA statement outlined a five-point strategy and emphasised that the 
points are "interrelated and interdependent", They advocate, first, stopping 
tests by international agreement; second, halting production of nuclear weapons 
under controls; third, developing reduction of national armaments, nuclear and- 
conventional "with provision for necessary safeguards"; fourth, accelerated co- 
operation, with proper safeguards, of development of atomic power for peaceful 
purposes; fifth, "effective mechanisms for peaceful settlement of international 
disputes and for peaceful change", 


Although each of thse objectives is "important in itself", the document 
describes them as "more important in combination", Taking each factor in turn, - 
it says atomic tests can be stopped only if compliance with an agreement is in- 
ternationally edified and related to international disarmament, that atomic 
production for military purposes needs to be stopped as a "more fundamental" 
measure, that partial disarmament must be a step towards comprehensive dis- 
armament and against a background of safeguarding health hazards as atomic 
energy is switched to peaceful uses. 


During the changeover, the statement urges, international security pro- 
cedures for negotiation and conciliation must be strengthened and "if all these 
efforts fail", the nations "must strive to deal with conflicts without resource 
to atomic weapons". 


The CCIA Executive charts the next moves and asks: "Is it safe to advance 
towards one or more objectives without the others?" It is admitted that "any 
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decision involves risk, but no decision may be even more dangerous", Before advocat- 
ing their "risk for peace’, the framers of the statement reject the possibility 
of easy solutions, but affirm that while "it is not for man to identify his cause 
with the fullness of God's purpose", Christians,"who share with all men in the 
guilt of the world, have nevertheless a hope which transcends the failures and 
successes of history and a faith which overcomes fear, They close by indicating 
the justification for advocating the suspension of nuclear tests. 

ePeSe, Geneva 


Administrative Committee Reports on Response to Middle Hast, 
Hungarian Emergencies 


In its report to the Central Committee, the Administrative Committee of the 
Division of Intern-Shurch Aid and Service to Refugees drew attention to the 
response of the churches to the Hungarian and Middle East emergencies. 


A total of $771,340 was contributed by June 30 in response to an appeal at 
the time of the uprising crisis in Hungary. The committee praised the "magnitude 
of the response from the non-American churches" and noted that donations came 
from churches in 27 nations, 12 of them in Asia, Africa and Latin America, 


Besides this special fund, the Administrative Committee has prepared supple- 
mentary service programmes that amount to $292,000, and projects for church re- 
lief in Hungary and Poland amounting to $347,335. So far, gifts totalling more 
than $250,000 have been received in response to an appeal for these supplementary 
prog rammes e 


To date, the committee reported, $100,000 has been sent into Hungary for 
grants to 1,600 church workers, motor transport, aid to retired church workers 
and repairs to institutions. Thirty thousand dollars have been spent for 60 
tons of paper to be shipped to Hungary to print 200,000 hymnbooks, and ~L4, 000 
has gone toward the WCC share of 60 tons of paper to print 100,000 Bibles. In 
addition, 30 tons of raw cotton are being supplied and the WCC has agreed to 
pay for its processing inside Hungary » 


More than $23,000 has been sent into Poland. The money has been designated 
for grants to 223 church workers, for aid to the Ecumenical Council, for the 
purchase of paper for church publications, and for the use of the Iutheran Re- 
formed, United Evangelical, Methodist, Baptist, Mariavite and National Catholic 
churches for the repair of their church and institutional buildings. 


The committee pointed out that it is conscious of the "many failures and im- 
perfections in the division's work in this emergency, but it cannot but humbly 
and gratefully record that the churches were among the first on the scene, that 
they have not only shared in moving 23,000 refugees, but have been privileged 
to sustain pastoral and welfare services among the refugees in the camps, that 
in spite of the strain put upon it the ecumenical fellowship has held firm and 
that as other agencies withdraw from the scene and the spotlights of publicity 
turn elsevhere, the churches remain, assuming even more responsibility for the 
unfinished task", 


Looking at the unfinished task of the Service to Refugees, the committee 
pointed out that 40,000 of the 180,000 Hungarians who fled into Austria still 
remain to be resettled or cared for in some other way. About 9,000 Hungarians 
remain in Yagoslavia. The prospects are that between 500,000 and 600,000 refugees 
will enter Western Germany from the Hast Zone this year, while another 125,000 
ethnic Germans from East European countries will probably be repatriated to 
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Western Germany. Refugees continue to cross the Austrian border from Yugoslavia, 
and Greek economic refugees are leaving Egypt. These refugees, the committee said, 
have to be added to the Arab refugees and to the "old refugees who were in camps 
in Germany and Austria before the Iliddle East and Hungarian crises. The w0C is 
committed to help 156,000 of these refugees, and for the majority the only hope 
is integration in the communities where they are or provision for care in 
hospitals and homes. 


The committee reviewed the first three years of the Surplus Commodities 
Programme, and reported that in 1954, the first year, more than 21 million pounds 
of food, valued at more than five million dollars, wre shipped. By 1956 the 
figures had risen to more than 186 million pounds, valued at $27 million, and 
during the first six months of this year, 218 million pounds, valued at nearly 


19 million, were shipped. HePeds, Geneva 


World Church Leaders Speak at Public Meetings 


Two: public ineetings were held during the week in New Haven, one an ecumenical 
worship service on Sunday, August 4, and the other a "Report from the World 
Council of Churches", on Thursday, August 1. 


Reporting at the August 1 meeting were Dr, Leslie E. Cooke, director of the 
WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to-Refugees, Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
of Germany, a WCC president, and Mrs. Rena Karefa-Smart of Sierra Leone, West 
Africa, 


Bishop Dibelius, whose Perlin-brandenburg area includes many churches in 
Eastern Gemmany, tcld his hearers that "there is one kind of strife that shall 
continue to be fought. It is the battle for the minds of men, In this battle a 
great task is assigned to the Church of Christ. The Church is called to take 
action and make provision for that liberty tin which man can rise to participate 
in God's thinking and design." 


Man must be free to express in all walks of life his partnership with Jesus 
Christ, Bishop Dibelius said, pointing out that history is full of examples of 
the power of the state "violently counteracting the outreach of the Christian 
gospel", 


"Tt is, however, of the essence of our personal partnership in following 
Christ that the churches of the Protestant inheritance shall be ready to say to 
totalitarian rulers anywhere on this earth: Ve are willing to obey in outward 
matters, But wherever man's conscience is involved, there we shall uphold our 
supreme commitment enshrined in the words of the apostle: One must obey God 
rather than men, 


"Through her partnership in Christian obedience, the true apostolic Church 
has emerged as the basic denial of any totalitarian system, There is a considerable 
number, and now Il may say, a rising number of men and women in the Eastern hemi- 
sphere, who know how to evaluate the rewarding necessity of obeying God rather 
than men," 


Because of this, Bishop Dibelius continued, the church has liberated the 
whole realm of conscience, separating it from the domain of state authority. 


"The battle which we may fight and shall fight with all our might is the 
battle for the glorious liberty which God has granted to his children," 
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Mrs, Karefa-Smart, an American whose husband is a West African medical 
doctor and government official, addressed the crowd in Yale's Woclsey Hall on 
"Africa Asks Questions of the iJest". She reminded the audience that "the West 
has made bold and far-reaching claims in Africa, and the Africans have been 
putting these claims to the test. In the times that are just ahead, when Africa 
will be faced more and more with claims from all parts of the world, the West 
must see its own relationship to Africa in full clarity. The \lest needs Africa 
~ she needs its natural resources, its labour supply, its strategic points. 
Africa is increasingly in contact with all parts of the world - not only with 
the West. There she is, poised in a mood of deliberation, weighing consequences, 
searching for workable solutions, needing to find her way... Out of this time 
of deep need and awakening awareness of her internal physical resources and 
potentialities she raises questions to which the West must give attention," 


There are three ways that the World Council of Churches "is a means in the 
hands of God for the renewal of the Church", Dr. Cooke said, Through the WCC, 
he continued, a community of men and women have shared this ecumenical experience 
and caught a glimpse of this vision and a deep longing for the unity of the 
Church has been arrested in them, At the same time, he said, the WCC is always 
challenging its member churches to see that the ‘field is the world’, 


And finally, he pointed out, through the JCC "God is renewing the life of 
the churches as He calls them to self-forgetfulness in the ministry to human 
need", 


On Sunday, August 4, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Reverend 
Geoffrey Fisher, was the preacher at a public worship service. H.P.5., Geneva 


United Bible Society Meets in Brazil 


The United Bible Societies, at its fourth world Council meeting on July uy, 
to 23 in Rio de Janeiro, went on record favouring the sale of Bibles instead of 
free distribution. The council adopted a report of its Committee on Mass Distri- 
bution which said that sale rather than free distribution is "the soundest 
method of using Bibles and Scriptures for evangelistic purposes". 


The report strongly questioned the wisdom of wholesale distribution of 
Bibles on a give-away basis, pointing out that "free literature is largely 
suspect as propaganda, but in the process of sale, the seller is generally re- 
quired to bear witness to the value of the book and so create interest in its 
contents", 


The committee's report was based on a study of mass distribution by Dr. 
Arthur M,. Chirgwin of Geneva, Switzerland, former UBS research secretary. His 
report will be circulated to UBS member societies, the World Council of Churches 
and the International liissionary Council. 


Turning to its relationships with Christian groups in Hungary and China, 

the UBS World Council voted to welcome as a member the Hungarian Bible Council 

if it renews its bid for affiliation made prior to the revolt in Hungary last - 
October, The UBS sent a message of greetings to the China Bible House in Shang~ 
hai, expressing hope for a "renewal of our association together". The delegates 
took this action after the council heard a report from Canon Herbert M, Arrow- 

smith, general secretary of the Commonwealth Council of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in Australia. He visited China last November with a group of 

other Anglican clergymen. He reported that in the last eight years 171,278 Bibles 
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had been distributed on the mainland of China. In addition, 170,493 New Testa- 
ments and 3,200,000 portions of the Bible were distributed. 


Bibles are being-distributed and read in increasing numbers in Japan, accord- 
ing to the Rev.:Tsunetaro Miyakoda, general secretary of the Japan Bible Society, 
who reported at the UBS meeting, 


Mr, Miyakoda said "older traditions are still strong and I am not optimistic 
that Japan will be christianised in the near future, But I can say with assurance 
that amid changing circumstances, the Bible is being read by the Japanese people 
and is changing their minds". He added that the publication of the Kogotai, or 
colloquial, version of the Bible in 1955 gave "a great impetus to Bible-reading 
in Japan",The Kogotai Bible is the first translation of the Scriptures into 
every-day Japanese. 


Throughout the world last year the 23 member societies of the UBS distributed 
about 25,400,000 Bibles, New Testaments and Bible portions, but the UBS estimates 
that a 20 per cent income increase in income is necessary to meet current demands. 
listed as reasorsfor the rising demand for Bibles were the 25 million yearly 
growth in world population, the rapid growth of new churches, the 29 million 
adults who learn to read each year, and "the very success of the work of Bible 
societies! 


The council accepted a report on the first year's result of a three—year 
study by the Rev. Edwin Robertson, UBS research secretary, into the place and 
use of the Bible in religious work today. One of the conclusions: "No church has 
abandoned the Bible in worship services rather the trend is to make the services 
more biblical," He also reported that churchmen working in the industrial field 
appear to have found the Bible essential for achieving permanent results, and 
the church trend is toward smaller units of Bible study and worship groups. 


The Ré. Rev. Frederick Donald Coggan of England, the Bishop of Bradford, 
was elected president of the United Bible Societies. He succeeds Intheran Bishop 
Kivind Berggrav of Norway, who has headed the UBS since its founding in 1946, 
Elected vice-presidents were Archbishop Howard W.K. Mowll of Sydney, Primate of 
the Church of England in Australia; the Rev. Alfonso Rodriquez Ridalgo of Cuba; 
and Sir Samuel Runganadhan of India. Mr. Premanand Mahanty of India becomes 
chairman of the council,and Dr. William C. Somerville of Scotland is chairman 
of the Standing Committee. The UBS represents 23 national Bible societies operat~ 
ing in more than 100 countries, 


Prior to the meeting of the UBS World Council, representatives of the evan- 
gelical churches in Brazil and Bible Society secretaries from other Latin American 
countries met in Sao Paulo to map plans for stepping up the work of the UBS in 
Latin America, Oliver Béguin, general secretary of the UBS, said that prospects 
for the growth of the evangelical movement in Latin America and the economic 
development of that region have brightened the outlook for expanded activities 
by the UBS, About 725,000 copies of Bibles, Testaments and Scripture portions 
have been distributed in Brazil. Distribution is limited only by a shortage of 
Bibles, the representation said. E.P.S., Geneva 


~ - - 
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NEW ZEALAND I, Four Denominations Favour Union 


ee nr 


Members of four denominations have voted in favour of merging, provided they 
can agree on a plan of union, The vote, which was on principle only, was taken 
by the Presbyterian Church, with 76,000 members, the Methodist Church, 28,679 
members, Congregational Churches, 2,070, and Associated Churches of Christ, 3916, 


During the next few months, assemblies of the four denominations will con- 
sider what action to take toward drawing up a detailed basis of union, which 
must later be approved in a referendum by members of each ELOUP » 


Union discussions between Methodists and Presbyterians have been going on in 
New Zealand since 1930. In 1948 a vote was taken on a detailed plan for a union, and was 
approved by 60% of those voting but this majority was not considered sufficient 
for ratification, B.P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


The August 10 issue of Presbyterian life, official journal of the Presby- 
terian Church USA, will go to more than a million subscribers. As far as is 
known, Presbyterian Life is the first religious journal in the world to have 
more than a million regular subscribers. 
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This year's Whitsun message from the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches (see EPS No.17) was used more widely in local congregations than ever 
before, according to the council's Executive Committee. 
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The Czechoslovak Church, the largest non-Roman body in the country, is buy-= 
ing war-damaged synagogues from Jewish communities and converting them into Chris- 
tian churches. According to Dr. Miloslav Kanak, professor at the John Huss Theo- 
logical Seminary in Prague, three former Synagogues were dedicated for Christian 
worship last year and two more will be dedicated this summer. 
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A vast programme within the framework of the United Nations to help refugees 
in Hong Kong has been called for by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the president of the 
American Lutheran World Aid, who says that the voluntary agencies are not able to 
deal with the unbelievable destitution in Hong Kong, 


NZ 
36 


The foundation stone has been laid for the "Protestant Churches! Pavilion!" 
at the 1958 World Exhibition in Brussels. At the ceremony, M, Thonger, the presi-~ 
dent of the Belgian Churches, emphasised the need to proclaim the Christian 
message in the very places where there was a danger of glorifying man and progress, 
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Orthodox refugees from East European countries who are now living throughout 
North Germany held an "Orthodox Kirchentag" recently in Schleswig. 
EoP.S., Geneva 
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Statements on Atomic Weapons from Central Committee 
(New Haven, Conn) - “Two statements on nuclear weapons testing and disarmament came 
from the annual meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
held from July 30 to August 7 in New Haven, Conn. 


A "message to the churches" from the Central Committee emphasised the moral 
and spiritual responsibility of Christians confronted with the possibility of 
nuclear warfare, and urged governments conducting nuclear weapons tests to "fore- 
go them, at least for a trial period, either together or individually in the hope 
that others will do the same, a new confidence be born, and foundations be laid 
for reliable agreements". 


The committee requested that churches in countries directly concerned com- 
municate the statement to their governments and "that the officers of the Central 
Committee be instructed to seek ways and means by which they can also be trans— 
mitted to the authorities in countries in which the WCC has no member churches" , 


At the same time, a statement prepared by the Executive Committee of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was accepted and commended 
to the churches (see EPS No. 29). The CCIA statement declared that there is "a 

- risk for peace which Christians in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons 
are justified in advocating, in the hope of breaking the barriers of distrust". 


The statement from the Central Committee was approved unanimously, with two 
members recorded as abstaining from voting. They were the Kev. Georges Florovsky 
of Harvard Divinity School, a member of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church 
in North America, and Pastor Charles Westphal of Paris, a member of the Reformed 
Church of France and vice-president of the French Protestant Federation, Both said 
they felt the statement "lacked specific Christian content", 


The text of the Central Committee statement follows: 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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"The Central Committee expresses its gratitude to the Commission of the- 
Churches on International Affairs for the Statement on !Atcmic Tests and Dis- 
armament’ and desires for it the widest distribution. In commending it to the- 
attention of the member churches, we address this special appeal to our Chris- 
tian brethren about our common responsibility at the present time: 


Beginning with the stepping up of the atomic armaments race and the start 
of development of hydrogen bombs, the World Council of Churches has shown its - 
deep concern in this whole field, It has done this in many ways, through state- 
ments and actions by the Central Committee, its Executive Committee, the Assembly 
at Evanston, as well as through the CCIA, 


Within the last year, public apprehension has grown as to the effects of 
nuclear tests, and there have been intensified warnings from responsible groups 
of scientists. In particular, the fact that these tests contain a threat to 
generations yet unborn rouses us to a more acute awareness than ever of the 
moral responsibility which must be upon the conscience of the present generation, 


We recognise that the question of stopping the testing of nuclear weapons 
has to be considered in the wide context which is set out in the CCEA Statement. 
We agree that it is not possible to deal with one part of the inter-related dis- 
armament problem without risks. 


There are, however, certain moral principles affecting the whole issue of 
atomic warfare which we desire to emphasise. The Central Committee reaffirms the 
conviction expressed at its Toronto meeting in 1950 that ‘such methods of modern 
warfare as the use of atomic and bacteriological weapons and obliteration bombing 
involve force and destruction of life on so terrible a scale as to imperil the 
very basis on which law and civilisation can exist!, The condemnation of such 
methods finds broad support in the fact that total war, in the sense of warfare 
without any limitation in the methods employed, is universally in conflict with 
the conscience of mankind. We also believe that the use of such methods of war-~ 
fare inevitably involves spiritual degradation for any nation that uses them. 


We are bound to ask whether any nation is justified in continuing the test- 
ing of nuclear weapons while the magnitude of the dangers is so little known 
and while effective means of protection against these dangers are lacking. We - 
must ask further whether any nation is justified in deciding on its own respon- 
sibility to conduct such tests, when the people of other nations in all parts 
of the world who have not agreed may have to bear the consequences. Therefore, 
we call upon each nation conducting tests to give full recognition to this moral 
responsibility as well as to considerations of national defence and international 
security, 


Nothing less than the abolition of war itself should be the goal of the 
nations and their leaders and of all citizens. The attainment of this goal 
constitutes a solemn challenge to our particular generation. We welcome and 
support every honest effort now being made to limit and control armaments of - 
all kinds and to establish conditions for a secure peace. We repeat the Evans- 
ton appeal for prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction, including atomic 
and hydrogen bombs, with provision for international inspection and control, 


We know that a comprehensive programme for disarmament must proceed by 
stages and we realise how much depends upon the deepening of ccnfidence between 
the nations, But we urge that as a first step governments conducting tests should 
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forego them, at least for a trial period, either together or individually, in 
the hope that the others will do the same, a new confidence be born and founda~ 
tions be laid for reliable agreements. 


We therefore appeal to all our brethren to act with Christian courage, and 
to pray to Almighty God to guide the peoples and their governments aright." 
B.P.Se, Geneva 


Committees "Commends" Integration Plan for Woe /TMC 


(New Haven, Conn.) - One of the most important actions of the Central Committee 
during its session last week was the consideration of a draft plan of a merger 
between the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


Received by the committee and commended to the churches for "their study and 
prayerful consideration", the plan will next be considered by the IC's Assembly 
in Ghana in December and must be voted upon by the national Christian councils 
belonging to the IMC, No final action can be taken before the third Assembly of 
the wCC in 1960, 


The report was presented to the committee by a Joint Committee of the IliC 
and the WCC, headed by Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union Theological 
Seminary in New York, In making his report, Dr. Van Dusen pointed out that the 
committee members had considered both the advantages and disadvantages of a 
merger of the two groups and said, "It should be unmistakably clear that the 
assured advantages more than outweigh the possible disadvantages. On this point, 
the overwhelming opinion within the Joint Committee is considered, convinced 
and positive." 


The Joint Committee felt that functional integration in wide areas of work - 
study, inter-church aid, international affairs, - "is already an accomplished 
fact", 


The draft plan calls for the creation of a Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the WCC (similar to the Faith and Order Commission) and the crea~ 
tion of a Division of World Mission and Evangelism, comparable to the other di- 
visional units of the World Council. Under the provisions of the draft plan, 
national or regional Christian councils can be formally associated with the 
integrated council or they may be affiliated only to the commission. Councils are 
free "to have either relationship separately or both together, The new commission 
would meet every six years, between sessions of the WCC Assembly. 


The responsibilities of the commission would include "keeping before the 
churches the range and character of the unfinished evangelistic task and deepen~ 
ing the sense of evangelistic and missionary obligation in the churches throughout 
the world; fostering cooperation and united action among churches, councils and 
other agencies working for world evangelisations; stimulating study on the biblical 
basis and theological significance of the world mission". 


The new Division of world ilission and Evangelism would be expected to main- 
tain relationships with councils affiliated to the Commission and the member 
churches of the wCC concerning the work of the division and commission, to foster 
relationships with non-affiliated councils and missionary agencies, to publish 
literature and to convene conferences. The present Department of Evangelism of 
the WCC, now a part of the Division of Studies, would be a part of the new divi- 
sion, The division's director would be an associate general secretary of the WCC. 
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Dr. Van Dusen said the Joint Committee recognised that two objectives must 
be fulfilled in integration: the missionary conviction and commitment of the Ihc 
must "permeate the entire life of the integrated council and find appropriate 
recognition andeffective operation in its entire life"; and the "programme of 
the IMC in its full strength must continue undiminished", 


Opposition to the proposed merger was voiced by representatives of the Ortho- 
dox Church and by Bishop Johannes Smemo of the Church of Norway, 


Archbishop iiichael of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America and a WCC president, warned the Central Committee that the Eastern Ortho- 
dox churches in the WCC were alarmed by the plan. He said the Orthodox churches 
had been assured before coming into the wCC in 1948 that "this would not happen", 


Father Georges Florovsky of Harvard Divinity School explained the Archbishop's 
misgivings. He declared that the Orthodox Church had “unhappy experiences from 
activities of some Protestant missions in Orthodox lands, and it now looked as if 
the WCG was going to move out into missionary activity and in the direction of 
"a one-sided Protestantism, He told the committee, "In my opinion the plan would 
fundamentally change the character of the World Council and involve it in the 
proclamation of the Reformation in non~Protestant lands". 


Bishop Johannes Smemo of Oslo criticised the plan from another angle. Speak- 
ing against rushing the plan through too fast, he said he spoke for Norway where 
there were large missionary bodies independent of the church and critical of the 
WCC because they feared it might develop into a super-church. He pointed out that 
he was not afraid of this himself, but felt it would be wiser to wait and try to 
bring objectors into line, or the new united body might lose "great spiritual 
forces" when the union came, 


The IMC originated in the historic World Missionary Conference of 1910. 
Members are national or regional Christian councils. When the WCC was formally 
organised in 1948 at Amsterdam, the necessity of working closely together was 
recognised and the two bodies entered into formal "association". In 1954 the 
Joint Committee was charged with studying the "advantages, disadvantages, and 
implications of a full integration of the IMC and WCC", At the Central Committee 
meeting last year in Galyateté, Hungary, the Joint Committee asked for permission 
"to undertake the formulation - in the fullest possible consultation with all 
concermed ~ of a draft plan of integration". Secretary of the Joint Committee 
is Dr. Norman Goodall. HePeSe, Geneva 


Five Churches Admitted to WCC Membership 


(New Haven, Gonn.) - The World Council of Churches has five new members, bringing 
the total membership to 170 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches. The new - 
members, admitted by the Central Committee at its annual meeting, are the Presby- 
terion Church of East Africa, the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica, the Burma 
Baptist Convention, the Evangelical Lutheran Church (United States) and the 
Gereformeerde Churches in Indonesia. : 


Largest of the new members is the U.S.'s Evangelical lutheran Church, with a \ 
constituency of nearly a million. This major American denomination, with head- 
quarters in liinneapolis, Minnesota, was formed in 1917 when three midwestern 
synods of Norwegian background united. The ELC had voted against WCC membership 
in 1948, then reversed its decision in June, 1956, and voted to seek "immediate" 
membership (see EPS No. 9, 1957). 
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Burma's Baptist Convention is one of southeast Asia's largest Protestant 
churches, with a’ constituent membership of 200,800, divided into thirteen different 
language groups. The product of American Baptist mission work, the Convention was 
reorganised under its present name in 1948, Church and mission were integrated in 
1954, when American missionaries became fraternal workers under national church 
leadership. 


The Gereformeerde Churches in Indonesia are a small Dutch-speaking group of 
congregations with a constituency of 2,300 scattered throughout the country. 
Established in 1887, about two-thirds of the members are Dutch and one-third are 
Indonesian. 


One of the world's most recently formed autonomous, interracial national 
churches is the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, established in March, 1957. 
Originally formed in 1920 as the result of Church of Scotland missions, it has 
20,000 communicants and a constituency of 50,000 centred mostly in Kenya. 


Also related to the Church of Scotland is the Presbyterian Church of Jamaica, 
which has a constituency of 36,000, A member of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
since 1884, the denomination includes nearly 100 organised congregations, 

i.PeSe, Geneva 


Race Consultant to Be Appointed 


(New Haven, Conn.) - The appointment for three years of a "competent consultant" 
who can "help the churches to help one another more effectively in the field of 
racial and ethnic tensions" has been authorised by the Central Committee. 


Essentially a field worker, the consultant will spend a large part of his 
time visiting a small number of areas, the committee decided. The action was 
taken upon the recommendation of a small consultation, which studied the find~ 
ings of Dr. Oscar Lee. Dr. Lee, who is executive director of the Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A., was seconded to the WCC last January to make a three-months 
study of ways the World Council could give help to those working in tension 
spots, 


In presenting the consultation's report, Dean Liston Pope of Yale University 
Divinity School, chairman, pointed out that the WCC had done nothing in the area 
of race relations. "So far we have done nothing but adopt ringing resolutions 
in beautiful tones", he said, "It is not a question of whether we solve the 
problem in its entirety but of whether we will continue to do nothing but talk," 


During the discussion, an African bishop, the Rt. Rev. A../. Howells, Anglican 
from Lagos, Nigeria, asked a Dutch Reformed delegate from the Union of South 
Africa: "If an African like myself were sent, Would your churches welcome him?" 


Harlier, Dr, Francis E, O'B, Geldenhuijs, a Dutch Reformed delegate from 
South Africa, had said that his church "had nothing to be ashamed of" and would 
welcome the appointment of a consultant. 


The Rev. Peter K, Dagadu, secretary of the Christian Council of Ghana, asked, 
"Gan men be organised to live harmoniously and peacefully by committee arrange- 
ments?" He insisted that what is need and appreciated is the spontaneous acts of 
people in breaking down race barriers in tension spots. EeP.Se, Geneva 
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Comittee Speaks on Race 


In other developments on the race problem, the committee reaffirmed the 
council's Evanston stand, declaring that "segregation, based on race, colour, or 
ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel and is incompatible with the Christian 
doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church of Christ", It re~emphasi sed 
the tasks of churches in challenging "the conscience of the societies in which- 
they are set", The resolution was sent with a letter to member churches in ten- 
sion areas, including the Union of South Africa. 


The committee assured churches, and individuals within churches, wrestling 
with problems of "inter-group relations" that the prayers and sympathies of their 
fellow Christians in all parts of the world are with them in their efforts. At 
the same time, the committee offered all possible help to member churches which 
are seeking to bear witness against racial segregation, 


Race relations in many areas have improved, the committee noted, and it 
"rejoiced! in those instances where "devout pastors and laymen, some at the risk 
of economic status and even of life, have exercised Wise, patient, and persistent 
witness in this crucial issue". E.P.Se, Geneva 


Closing Decisions of Central Committee 


(New Haven, Conn,) — Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican church leaders, attending 
the tenth annual session of the -WCC's Central Committee, ended their delibera- 
tions on August '7, after a nine-day session on the sun-baked -campus of Yale 

_ University Divinity School at New Haven, Connecticut. Seventy~five members or 
official substitutes of the policy-making committee of 90 were present for the 
meeting, which brought a total of 160 church men and women from more than 25 
nations to Yale, Others attending included observers, representatives of member 
churches not on the committee, fraternal delegates from other world Christian 
organisations, and staff members. 


During the final days of the meeting, the Central Committee: 


AGREED to hold the 1960 Assembly of the WCC at the University of Ceylon, at 
Peradeniya, near Kandy, Ceylon, and the next meeting of the Central Committee at 
Nyborg Strand on the coast of Denmark, 


DREW ATTENTION of World Council member churches to giving adequate "prepara-— 
tion, acceptance and spiritual support" to men and women working abroad in all 
types of employment, including government service, commerce, etc., and asked 
that laymen and women be encouraged to take service abroad as a Christian voca~ 
tion. 


INSTRUCTED "the Executive Committee to arrange for a study to be made of the 
problems of religious liberty arising in Roman Catholic and other countries'. 
Earlier the committee reaffirmed its stand on religious liberty and requested 
the WCC officers and staff to support its member churches in all situations - 
where the liberty of the churches is politically or otherwise infringed or im- 
perilled. 


SENT a fraternal message to Professor Laszlo Pap, former dean of the Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Budapest and a Central Committee member, expressing the 
hope that he will be able to participate in future meetings, The chairman of the 
Central Committee, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, recalled how the Executive Committee 
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had expressed "the hope and expectation that the question of leadership of the 
Hungarian Reformed Church would be solved in such a mamer that leaders will 
have the full confidence of their congregations", 


RETURNED its Executive Committee, including Dr. Josef Hromadka of Czecho~ 
Slovakia, despite objection on the part of Dr. P.O. Bersell, a committee member 
from Minneapolis, iiinnesota, and president emeritus of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church. Dr. Bersell protested against Dr. Hromadka's réle in supporting inter- 
vention of Soviet troops in Hungary and his criticism of the wCCts action in 
Hungary. Seven members voted against returning the present Executive Committee 
with Dr, Hromadka, but the entire group was approved. 


AUTHORISED appointment of a staff member for an "experimental period of one 
year to conduct an investigation of the World Council's réle in radio and tele- 
vision", 

HONOURED Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, head of the New York office of the world 
Council of Churches, for his more than thirty years of service to the ecumenical 
movement and for "giving the council its name and very much more", Dr. Cavert 


retires at the end of the year to be succeeded in New York by Dr. Roswell P,. 
Barnes. EeP.S., Geneva 


Financial Record Studied by Committee 


Committee members were told that the financial balance sheet of the World 
Council shows that although contributions from member churches had gone up over 
the 1955 total, giving has still not reached the level of $420,000 set by the 
Evanston Assembly in 1954, The 1956 contributions totalled $416,724. This figure 
does not include the budget of $775,500 of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and - 
Service to Refugees, nor does it include the gifts of member churches to the pro- 
ject programme promoted by that division. A total of $450,000 has been given for 
these projects since January of this year. The Central Committee approved a level 
of expenditure for 1957 of $463,000, An increase in contributions of member 
churches and total revenue was predicted at about $448,000 for 1957, 

HePeSe, Geneva 


YMCA Holds Conference in Denmark 


Nearly 700 YMCA members gathered in Aarhus, Denmark, on July 20-26 for the 
Third European Area Conference of YéCAs, placing special stress on "praising of 
God through music and sports", liost of the delegates, who came from 12 nations, 
were young men and women. 


Music was provided each day by boys choirs and adult choruses from Germany 
and Scandinavian countries, and an international group of trumpeters. A special 
cantata, Laudate Dominum, written by Professor Axel Madsen of Copenhagen, was 
presented at the closing session of the conference. Sports competition was the 
feature of afternoon programmes and Bible study and discussions groups met each 
morning. 


A special group dealt with the responsibility of Christians for European 
unity. In an opening address, Dr. Paul M. Limbert, secretary general of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs, declared that the continent of Europe, once the strong centre 
of Christendom, has in many respects lost its spiritual initiative and convictions. 


"This continent now unhappily is divided politically and culturally. Vast 
Mumbers of young people in the countries from which you come are drifting. It is 
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this Europe in which we are called to bear witness by word and deed to the saving 
power of Jesus Christ in language which youth will understand." B.P.Ss, Geneva 


In Brief 


Bishop Theoclitos of Achaea, 63, has been elected Archbishop of Athens and 
Primate of Greece by the bishops of the Greek Orthodox Church, He succeeds the late 
Archbishop Dorotheos, who died on July 26 (see EPS No. 28). The new Primate has been 
a bishop for 33 years. Reports quoting ecclesiastical leaders describe him as one 
of the "most efficient" prelates of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
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The Rt. Rev. Eric Joseph Trapp, Anglican Pishop of Zululand, has been appoint= 
ed as the new secretary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, with 
offices in London. He succeeds the late Bishop Basil Coleby Roberts. 


ATA 


st 
x 


v 


A representative of the Jehovah's Witnesses has reported that then American- 
porn members of the sect serving as missionaries in the Dominican Republic have 
been requested by government officials to leave the country. The spokesman gave 
no reason for the order but added that if the missionaries did not leave, the 
government said it would expel them. 


Sry) y 


The new Anglican Archbishop of Central Africa is the Right Rev. James 
Hughes, who has been Bishop of Matabeleland since 1953. He succeeds the Most Rev. 
Edward Paget, who has retired. ; 

% 


After the YMCA World Council meeting at Kassel, Germany (see EPS No, 28), 
leading representatives, including President Charles Sherman, were invited by the 
Evangelical Bishop of Thuringia, Bishop Moritz Mitzenheim, to visit famous places 
in lutheran history at Hisenach and \ittenberg. They were permitted by Hast 
German authorities to cross the border for one day. 
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The eighth annual work camp at \Wilgespruit Fellowship Centre near foode- 
poort, Transvaal, Union of South Africa, provided South Africans with the "rich 
but rare experience of true Christian fellowship across denominational and racial 
lines'', The wCC-sponsored ecumenical work camp also included youths from the 
United States, Canada, England, Germany and Madagascar. HePede, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM 1,150 Attend Kirk Week 


(Aberdeen) - Scotland's first Kirk Week ended on August 11, after 1,150 delegates 
from 150 towns in Scotland and 23 other nations had spent a week in Aberdeen, 
listening to speeches, taking part in Bible study and working together in small 
discussion groups (see EPS No, 10). 


Kirk Week, patterned after the famous German Kirchentag, opened on August 4 
with a sermon by the moderator of the Church of Scotland, the Rt. Rev. George F. 
MacLeod, who said that the question "no longer is whether we are going to have 
church union, The question is how we are to have a church union," 


Preaching in West Church of St, Nicholas at a civic service attended by 
Lord Provost Stephen Nicholas and Aberdeen Town Council members, Dr. MacLeod 
discussed the challenge of Kirk Week, saying that by its intricate and varied 
programme it offered a warning against a too facile or casy-going view of con- 
version, "Salvation is free, but we are not its passive recipients," he said. 
"Kirk Week gives us half a chance to work out our salvation." 


Other speakers during the session included Mr, Klaus von Bismarck of Germany, 
Dr. ©.G.C. Quarles van Ufford of the Netherlands, Mr. M.d. Sargunam of India, Dr. 
Robert Mackie of Scotland, chairman of the Kirk Week Executive Committee, Sit 
Thomas Taylor, principal of Aberdeen University and chairman of Kirk Week, Mr. 
W.S. Robertson, secretary of the Scottish Council. Bible study was led by the Rev. 
Joseph E, Fison of the Church of England, and Professor James S. Stewart of Hdin- 
burgh. 


As the week closed, the Rev. Colin Day, who had been the organising secre- 
tary for the huge meeting, listed some of the reactions. Most important, he 
stressed, was the sense of being in community, "It was almost unbearable, It is 
not possible to count the number of times. people came to me with glistening eyes, 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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to say, not that Kirk Week was a great thing, but rather that they had found a 
new trust in other people and a new understanding through the facing up to issues 
in the small, very personal groups," 


"There was something excitedly sane about the enthusiasm that built up as 
the week went on," Wr. Day said, adding that the enthusiasm was not for preach- 
ing or for better speaking "or anything of the kind, Rather it was that people 
were responding to the dominant beat of Kirk Week, that Christ is indeed Lord 
of all life, and that no vestige of experience, of activity, or of development 
in any area of living is outside His Kingship," 


_ A practical outcome is emerging already, Mr, Day said, "that is convincing 
us that Kirk Week has been a truly momentous occasion in the life of the Church 
of Scotland, It is symbolised by the remark of a group leader who said that the 
group discussions were a shambles for the first day, but by the third day such 
a sense of the Church had come to them as staggered them with its reality". 


Speakers Stress Role of the Church 
During the week, these people said these things: 


"Today the Church is waking up to its true function and the world cannot 
stop it, It is right in the world through its members. Through ordinary men and 
women the Church touches the world at every point and in every aspect of its 
life."' - Dr, Robert Mackie. 


"I believe that the new developments in science are of such a radical 
character that there are only three other changes in the whole history of man= 
kind which compare in importance ~ the invention of the wheel, the invention of 
fire and the breeding of crops and animals, I believe that it is much more im- 
portant in material terms than anything that has happened in the last 2,000 
years," = lir. W.eS. Robertson. 


"ith all these great new powers increasingly at our command, there arises 
the question, What is the relationship of all this to God's will? How are we 
going to avoid becoming slaves of our new material civilisation™ - Sir Thomas 
Taylor. 


"The Church is sent into the world as a serving community, not only in the 
sense that members serve each other, but that they also serve the world, Some 
of the newly~awakened laymen experience this commission of the Church upon them- 
selves, even if it is only seeing through a glass darkly, and they hope to see 
God's perfect plan in future times." - Mr, Klaus von Bismarck. 
HePeSe, Geneva 


Keith Bridston Appointed Faith and Order Executive Secretary 


The Rev. Keith R, Bridston, 33, a former missionary teacher in Indonesia, 
has been appointed executive secretary of the Department of Faith and Order of 
the world Council of Churches, Dr. Bridston will begin his one-year appointment 
in September, 


A native of Grand Forks, North Dakota, USA, Dr. Bridston was professor on 
the faculty of theology at Nommensen University, Pematang Siantar, Sumatra, 
Indonesia, from 1954 to ilay, 1957, In 1952-53 he was visiting professor at the 
Higher Theological Faculty, Djakarta, Java, Indonesia. 
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Dr. Bridston was on the staff of the World's Student Christian Federation in 
Geneva, Switzerland, from 1949 to 1952. In 1954 he was secretary to the Committee 
on the Main Theme of the WCC's Assembly in Evanston, Illinois, At the World ¢ 
ference on Faith and Order in lund, Sweden, in 1952, he was in charge of a 
special conference for theological students. 


The young Faith and Order secretary is a minister of the Evangelical lutheran 
Church. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Yale College, a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from Yale Divimty School and a Doctor of Thilosophy degree from 
New College, Edinburgh University. 


Dr. Bridston succeeds Dr. J. Robert Nelson, who has been elected dean of the 
Vanderbilt University School of Religion in Nashville, Tennessee, 
H.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Iutherans Hold First Assembly Since 1954 


For the first time since 1954 the lutheran Church in Hungary has held its 
General Assembly, according to reports from the Hungarian Church Press. On July 
10, in Budapest, presiding Bishop Lajos Ordass presented his report to the 
Assembly and expressed gratitude to Iuther2ns throughout the world for their 
"senerous" aid to Hungarian Christians in "recent difficult times". 


Bishop Ordass said that Hungarian Lutherans "have kept up brotherly con- 
tacts with world Iutheranism for a long time", 


Looking toward the future, Bishop Ordass said it was natural to ask: What 
is the situation of our church in the state? "We can stebe here again, as we 
nave done often in recent times, that our church lives in the Hungarian People's 
Republic and under the provisions of an agreement, concluded with the state, in 
1948, Church and state have both declared that they want to stand by the terms 
of that agreement. Our hope is that the state is going to recognise the rights 
of the church, assured in that agreement, As for ourselves, we are resolved 
to keep all the obligations undertaken in she agreement on behalf of our church, 
This is a suitable foundation for carrying on the church's work and service, 
in the preaching of the word and in administering Christian charity." 


The main business during the meeting was the election of new officials. 
Dr. Ervin Goéttche was elected Convener of Legal Affairs and the Rev. Imre 
Vedreos, the pastor of Kecskemét and editur of 'Lelkinasztor", monthly review 
for pastors and theology scholars,is the new general secretary. Pastor Andras 
Keken, of Deak Square Church and editor of the church woekly, "Evangélikus Elet", 
was elected Notary General,and Dr. Aladar Welsz2, legal expert of the North Church 
District, was named Lay Notary General. 


Other news from Hungary, as reported by the Hungarian Church Press, includest 


The six-man delegation to the Lutheran World Federation Thizd Assembly, in 
session from August 15 to 31 in Minneapolis, WMinnesots, left Budapest on July 27. 
waking the trip were Bishop Ordass, leader of the delegation; Bishop Joszef Szabo; 
Theological Academy Dean Deszd Wiczian; Professor Gyula Nagy; Pastor Karoly 
Havenscher and Pastor Andras Keken. 


Two Hungarian clergymen attended the Central Committee meeting of the world 
Council of Churches in New Haven, Connecticus, on July 31 - August 7. They were 
the Rev, Gyula Murakézy, director of the Office of the General Convent of the 
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Reformed Church and general secretary of the Hungarian Ecumenical Council, and 
Professor LaszloiMarton Pakozdy. (In New Haven, Central Committee chairman 
Franklin Clark Fry said that Professor Pakodzy was appointed by the Reformed 
Church as a substitute for committee member Professor Laszlo Pap, and Pastor 
Murakézy was the fraternal delegate from the Ecumenical Council. ) 
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The Ecumenical Council of the Hungarian Protestant Churches was reshaped at 
a meeting on July 5. The membership will consist of 24 Reformed, 12 Lutheran, 
three Baptist and one ilethodist members. The officers of the council are: Bishop 
D. Albert Bereczky, president; D. Lajos Vets, vice-president; the Rev. Gyula 
Murakézy, director of the Office of the General Convent; Pastor Pal Kosa, secre- 
tary. 
% % 

Chinese Protestant church leaders have written to the Reformed Church in 
Hungary, expressing "our warm greetings and brotherly love. liver since the tragic 
happenings in your country last October", the letter continues, "we have been 
greatly concerned about your welfare and the development of your church". The 
Chinese said that they had the impression that Hungary was "facing the alterna- 
tive of either falling a prey to subversive activities, thus leading to chaos 
and war, or preserving the foundations of the socialist order with the assistance 
of socialist countries while making steady efforts to rectify past mistakes. We 
are glad that it turned out to be the latter." The Chinese Protestants expressed 
a desire for fellowship with the Hungarians and for a unity that will "involve 
a close cooperation among all the Christians and a genuine identification with 
the best interests of our fellow-countrymen", Signing the letter was Yel. Wu, 
chairman of the Three-Self Movement of the Christian Churches in China, and 
nineteen other Christian leaders. B.ePeSe, Geneva 


THAILAND An End and_a New Beginning 


The Presbyterian Church in the USA has ended 130 years of missionary activity 
in Thailand by turning over all its property to the Church of Christ in Thailand. 
Included in the transfer were churches, major medical establishments and agri- 
cultural training facilities, The 69 Presbyterian missionaries in the country 
will become fraternal workers under the direction of the Thai Church, 


The Presbyterian Church will continue to contribute $370,000 to the Thai 
Church each year, the amount of the present missionary budget. The development 
in Thailand marks the fifth time in recent years that the Presbyterian Church 
USA has turned over an entire mission field to the indigenous church. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


U.S.S.R. Moscow Patriarchate Holds Reception for 600 Festival Participants 


(Sagorsk) - About, 600 young Christians from abroad attended a reception given by 
the Moscow Fatriarchate at the historic Troiza Monastery at Sagorsk, during this 
year's Miosco Youth Festival. wietropolitan Nikolai, head of the Office for Foreign 
Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, welcomed the guests, saying, "\/e strive 
for peace not only for the sake of human ideals, but as Christians pursuing 
Christian ideals." 


. Young Christians from France, Italy, Germany, England, Poland, Scandinavia 
and the United States gathered with the clergy and the students of the monastery 
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for a service in the famous Troiza Sergieva Lavra (abbey), which dates back to the 
fourteenth century. Later, a lively discussion on religious life in Russia and 
elsewhere developed among the participants, and the question arose as to how far 
Christianity and Marxism are compatible. During the discussion, Russian students 
stressed that they adhere to their Christian beliefs."WJe are Christians and we 
shall remain Christians", said one hussian theologian. 


_ The Russian theological students and clergymen, who had come from all parts 
of the Soviet Union, reported on the church life in the USSR, They said there 
were 20,000 Orthodox churches and 35,000 priests in this country. Hight thousand 
monks live in about 50 monasteries, Hight seminaries and two academies are train- 
ing young priests. There is, the Russians said, no shortage of young priests, 
because many youths decide to enter the priesthood. The income of priests is said 
to be comparatively large. The Russians reported that the Orthodox Church is not 
poor although it receives no state subsidies and is dependent on gifts from its 
members, At the same time, church attendance is reported to be good and not re- 
stricted to old people. Kather, the theologians said, the majority of church- 
goers are young people, men and women, workmen, peasants and intellectuals. 


The Festival participants said they found the monastery at Sagorsk in ex- 
cellent condition. The visitors travelled in 30 buses from lloscow to Sagorsk and 
said they saw many newly-restored churches during the 50-mile trip. 


There have been no reports of visits With Roman Catholic or Protestant con- 
gregations during the festival. Before the festival, an English delegation had 


asked for such contacts (see EPS No. 26). E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Mennonite World Conference lieets at Karlsruhe 


(Karlsruhe) - The 6th World Conference of iiennonites closed on August 16 at Karls- 
ruhe with an appeal to all Christians, "in imitation of and obedience to Christ, 
to renounce all things which are in contradiction to reconciliation in Christ 

and His love'. 


The message speaks with "serious anxiety" of growing rearmament with in- 
creasingly deadly weapons. An urgent warning about the unpredictable dangers of 
weapons of imass destruction was also made to all nations manufacturing or test- 
ing nuclear weapons. The International ilennonite Peace Committee reminded govern= 
ments of their moral obligation which goes far beyond political considerations. 
The use of atomic weapons, the committee said, is a menace to the health of all 
men for an immeasurable length of time. 


The principle of conscientious objection, professed by the Mennonites for 
centuries, was reaffirmed by the World Conference. In a speech on "Witness for 
Peace and Conscientious Objection", lir, J.-H. Yoder (USA) declared that witness 
for peace in the sense of the Christian message was not pacifism and must not be 
confused with political aims and aspects. 


The World Conference addressed a message to blennonites in the Soviet Union, 
expressing the hope that delegates from Russia would be able to participate in 
the next world conference. Representatives of approximately 50,000 Mennonites in 
Soviet Russia were not present at the Karlsruhe meeting because the cove rnment 
refused to grant exit permits. Though the Mennonites in the USSR are not re- 
cognised by the authorities as churches, they may hold services regularly in 
private houses. . 
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The president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, Bishop 
Otto Dibelius, sent a message of greetings to the 250 delegates at Karlsruhe and 
to the 1,000 visitors from the United States, Canada, Uruguay, Paraguay, India, 
Indonesia, Switzerland, Netherlands, France, and East and West Germany, 


The Mennonites belong to the historic peace churches. The first ilennonite 
congregations were founded during the Reformation period by the Huropean pastor, 
-ilenno Simens. Persecutions were frequent at that time as the Mennonite congrega- 
tions adhered firmly to their religious principles. Today the Mennonites are 
split into many small groups all over the world. Their total membership is 
‘approximately 500,000, Tre German Mennonite Church (Vereinigung der Deutschen 
Mennonitengemeinden) and the Dutch General lwennonite Society are member churches 
of the World Council of Churches. The Mennonite Central Committee is considered 
‘one of the most important international church relief agencies. .P.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, an American Negro body, is 
planning to build a seminary in Ghana to train Ghanaian ministers and lay leaders. 
Bishop Daniel HE, Fope, who has charge of the church's work in West Africa, said 
the church will also build a number of clinics in Ghana, Another plan calls for 

' sending four Ghanaians to be trained in the U.S., two as ministers and two as 
lay leaders. 
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"Faith and Conscience", a monthly magazine published by a small group of 
clergymen and theologians in the DDR, says that only a small number of Protestant 
pastors are actively cooperating with the Soviet authorities in Eastern Germany. 
"Unfortunately, it cannot be denied", the paper said, "that our regional churches 
in East Germany have for several years been withdrawing more and more from co- 
operation with the constructive forces in our republic". 
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: For the first time, German Evangelicals and Roman Catholics have held joint 
talks on the interpretation of the Bible. Speaking at the meeting, which took 
place at the Evangelical Academy at Bad Tutzing, Bavaria, were Dr. Paul Schiitz, 
former New Testament professor at Hamburg University, a Protestants; and Pro- 
fessor Fritz of Munich, a Roman Catholic. 
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Bishop Otto Dibelius, of Germany, a president of the World Council of Churches, 
met with President Hisenhower in Washington recently. Bishop Dibelius, who is 
president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, was in the United 
States for the meeting of the Central Committee of the WCC, 
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The three bishops and the secretary of the Old Catholic Church Federation of 
Yugoslavia were received by the Yugoslavian liinistry for Church Affairs during 
the recent Bishops! Conference of the Federation. Bishop Dobrovoljac said that 
the Yugoslav Old Catholic Church Federation wants union with all Old Catholic 
Churches in the world, as long as its own independence is safeguarded, 
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An international exhibit on "Evangelical Church Building Today" is being 
organised in berlin from August 22 to September 29 by the Evangelical "Kirchen- 
bautag!' in connection with the International Building Exhibition, On display will 
be examples of the variety of modern church buildings that have gone up since 
the end of thw war. During the exhibit, from September 5 to 9, a conference will 
be held on "Churches in the Towns of ne Future" , 
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The Peace Committees of the Hungarian lutheran Church and the Hungarian 
_feformed Church have both issued pleas for churchmen in other countries to help 
Hungarian children who fled their homeland alone after the October revolt to 
return to their parents. Letters have zone to churches in Austria, Germany, 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, France, the United States and Canada. 


ae 
ste 
as 


* 
7 


The current issue of the official publication of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany has been confiscated by Hast German police. The action marked 
the second time in recent weeks that the paper has been confiscated, 
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The Council of the District of Potsdam has accused Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin-Brandenburg of violating the ccnstitution of the DDR by "glorifying war", 
The official announcement said that Bishop Dibelius would continued to be re- 
fused admittance into the DDR as long as he "advocates NATO policy and prepara- 
tions for war", Bishop Dibelius has not been allowed to enter the Eastern Zone 
for several months (see EPS Nos, 11, 15/16). Answering the attacks against the 
bishop, Dr. walter Braun, general superintendent of the Kurmark, wrote to the 
council that the bishop had spoken countless times against hatred in any form. 
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According to reports, an Israeli court in Jerusalem has found Archimandrit 
Joachim el Anthony, head of the Coptic Church of Jordan, guilty of espionage for 
Jordan, 


The German Evangelical Church of the Union (ZKU) has announced a plan to set 
up working conferences in West Germany and Berlin during the coming year to 
strengthen contacts with united churches in other countries, Taking part will be 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, one of the "sading clergymen of the Church of South 
India, HeP.Se, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES LIF Elects Fry President 


(iinneapolis, Minnesota) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, has been elected the third president 
of the lutheran World Federation at its Assembly in session in Minneapolis from 
August 15 to 25. 


Dr. Fry, who is also president of the United lutheran Church in America, 
was unopposed for the office. He will head the cooperative activities of the 
Federation's 61 member churches in 32 countries during the next five years. 


At the same time, the 275 delegates elected 19 representatives to serve 
with Dr. Fry as the Executive Committee of the LiF. Among them was the retired 
president of the Federation, Bishop Hanns lilje of Hannover, Germany, Others 
elected include: Dr. Rudolf Weeber, Bishop Friedrich-iilhelm Krummacher, Bishop 
Herman Dietz-Felbinger and Dr. Herman Schanze from Germany; Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli, 
Norway; Bishop Bo Giertz, Sweden; the Rev. Bérge E, Andersen, Denmark; Dr. Osmo 
TH#1i18, Finland; Bishop Lajos Ordass, Hungary; Mr, Etienne Jung, Church of 
Alsace and Lorraine; Dr. Ernesto Schlieper, Brazil; Mr. Emmanuel Abraham, 
Ethiopia; Bishop Rajah B. Manikan, India; the Rev. Karimida Sitompul, Indonesia; 
Dr. Oscar A. Benson, Dr. Henry F. Schuh, Dr. Fr3drik A. Schiotz, Mr, Harold 
Midtbo, United States. 


To Study Roman Catholicism 


On the second day of the Assembly, the LiF announced that it is planning to 
undertake a study of "entire complex of Roman Catholicism'., Dr. Carl E, Lund- 
Quist, LiF executive secretary, reported that the Executive Committee has approved 
a request for one year of research into the question of the establishment of an 
institute "for the study of Roman Catholic theology which emphasises the necessity 
for a thorough theological encounter with the Roman Catholic Church". 


Dr. Lund-Quist announced that the German National Committee for the LiF, re- 
presenting member churches in Germany, has presented a memorandum on "the establin- 
ment of an institute for the study of the Roman Catholic Church", 


s informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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"Tt should be emphasised that such an instituteas an institution of the 
lutheran World Federation will not deal with the local situation in the first 
place, but on behalf of world Lutheranism it should be ccncerned with the entire 
complex of Roman Catholicism," Dr. Lund~Quist told the delegates. 


"The Executive Committee sees the importance of this task, and is planning 
to call a capable theologian who is to study the possibilities of this plan and 
make his proposals after one year," 


The memorandum which the German National Committee submitted to the LWF 
Executive Committee set forth as reasons for establishment of the institute: 


"The present situation of the church of the Lutheran Reformation and the 
Roman Catholic Church caused a great number of European (particularly German) - 
church leaders and professors of theology to declare the project of establish- 
ing an institute for the study of confessions as necessary and to support the 
request of the German National Committee. We are convinced that the plan sub- 
mitted will also find approval in other parts of the world. 


"The ecumenical task of the Lutheran Church as a church of ‘catholicity! 
lies especially in the field of discussion with the Roman Catholic Church, for 
historical and theological development has placed the Lutheran Church in opposi- 
tion to it. 


"We should be guilty if we would fail here to give witness of truth and 
love. We cannot overlook the fact that many Catholic theologians see in the 
lutheran Church their essential partner for discussion and try to clarify their 
own theology by comparing it with that of Lutheranism. During the coming years 
discussions with the Roman Catholic Church should not and must not be avoided," 


Bishop lilje expressed the hope that other Protestant groups and the World 
Council of Churches would participate in the work of the planned institute. 


International Problems Discussed 


In its discussion of international questions, the LiF adopted suggestions 
made by the World Council of Churches at the meeting of its Central Committee 
earlier in the month at New Haven, Connecticut (see EPS No. 29, 30). One of the 
leading American Lutherans, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, executive secretary of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, presented a programme to 
the Assembly demanding the prohibition of the production and testing of atomic 
weapons, genuine freedom for racial and religious minorities and the extension 
of assistance to underdeveloped countries. 


Dr, Nolde also criticised the U.S. Congress for reducing substantially the 
amount of United States foreign aid. He asked the American participants in the 
lutheran world meeting to use their influence to reverse the decision, which is, 
he said, contrary to the responsible concern for peace and the well-being of 
other people, 


Indian lutheran Bishop Rajah Manikam declared that without U.S. financial 
help India was bound to fall into the hands of Communism within the next five 
years. "We cannot wait five or ten years for this help", he said, "for the masses 
ask for the basic rights of life," 
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Missionary Programme Intensified 
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The Assembly decided to intensify the Federation's missionary programme for 
Africa and Asia. The project, which was urged by Bishop Manikam, speaking for the 
younger churches in Asia and Africa, provides for extending help in several 
respects. The project will aim at establishing more independent indigenous 
churches, training indigenous clergymen and increasing financial support. 


In view of the political and religious developments in Asia and Africa, it 
is also necessary for the churches to develop Christian publicity in these areas, 
Bishop Manikam said, expecially in radio and film, 


Along the same line, Dr. F, Birkeli, former director of the Li's Depart- 
ment of World lission, advocated using modern technical methods for evangelisa- 
tion, and said that every mission station and every young church in Asia and 
Africa needs extensive radio work, "The political propaganda psn3tates into 
each continent, into almost every village. ishere is the voice of the Church?" 
he asked, 


The LiF is planning a second All-African Iutheran Conference in 1960 in 
Antsirabe, Madagascar, and a second All-Asian lutheran Conference in 1961 in 
Sumatra, To give pastors from young churches the chance to gain experience in 
international church work, the Commission for World Mission has decided to 
have an African or an Asian come to its Geneva staff each year. 


Bishop Ordass Speaks 


Speakers during the 10-day assembly included Bishop Otto Dibelius and 
Bishop F.i/. Krummacher of Germany and Bishop Lajos Ordass of Hungary. Bishop 
Ordass spoke to a crowd of 10,000 persons overflowing the Minneapolis Audi- 
torium on the opening day of the Assembly, describing himself as "an aging 
disciple of Christ... who would give a personal testimony to his Lord and 
Saviour", Bishop Ordass, primate of the lutheran Church in Hungary, was in 
prison for 20 months and under home arrest for six years before his release 
last October, just prior to the revolution, 


Bishop Krummacher from the DDR told the 275 delegates and 600 visitors that 
oppressed and persecuted church members who have to prove their faith under the 
pressure of a totalitarian regime should not be pitied. They have the privilege 
of being "a troop of the vanguard of Christian hope", he said. 


Theological Studies for Coming Year 


Theological studies of the LWWF during the coming year will be concentrated 
on the subject of "The Lutheran confession and its significance in life today". 
At the same time, discussions on the general theme of the Assembly, "Christ Frees 
and Unites", will also be continued. 


New Members Admitted 


Four church bodies in four different countries were admitted into full 
membership by the Federation. The members are the Evangelical Tutheran Church 
of Oldenburg, Germany; the Evangelical lutheran Church of Hong Kong; the luther- 
an Church of Mexico; and the Mekane Yesus Evangelical -Church in Addis Apaba, 
Ethiopia. Together the churches have more than a half-million communicants. 
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Sovik Named World Mission Head 


Dr. Arne Sovik, an American, was named director of the LiF 's Department of 
World Missions, succeeding Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli of Norway, who had resigned to 
become director of the Norwegian Mission Society. Dr. Sovik, 38, has been assis- 
tant director of the department for the past two years. 


Assembly Adopts Declaration of Principle 


The Assembly closed on Sunday, August 25, with the adoption of a declaration 
of principle, which will be sent to the 61 member churches. The declaration said, 


among other things, that the Iutheran churches do not shut their eyes to the 


claims of the present, as far as they are in harmony with the Bible. Lutherans 
are also ready to have conversations and closer relations with other Christian 
confessions, the declaration said, and recommended the study of Catholic theology 
and practice in order to promote an exchange of ideas. 
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Leading figures from other international Christian organisations brought 
greetings to the Assembly, inclucing Dr. weA.e Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, and Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary 


of the world Presbyterian Alliance. HePeoe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES dorld Presbyterian Leaders Meet 


(Stony Point, N.Y.) - An international conference on "ecumenical denominationalism" 
in relation to the ecumenical movement has been urged by the executive committee 
of the world Presbyterian Alliance at its meeting this month in Stony Point, New 
York. 


A spokesman for the Presbyterian and Reformed leaders said the committee 
felt a need to warn world denominational groups against engaging in activities 
which conflict with those of the world Council of Churches. 


Noting that world denominational groups were increasing their work, he 
said that such groups included, besides the World Presbyterian Alliance, the 
Baptist World Alliance, the World liethodist Council, the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, the World Anglican Congress and the World Convention of Churches of Christ. 


The committee representative said the churchmen believed the proposed con- 
ference should discuss how such groups can continue to grow without conflicting 
with the World Council of Churches. 


In other action, the committee made plans for a widespread evangelistic 
campaign in Letin America in the summer of 1959. The campaign will be launched 
pbefere the Alliance's 18th General Council meeting in Campinas, Brazil, on July 
27 — August 6, 1959, and will continue after its close. It will feature preach- 
ing missions, youth and lay seminars, pastors! institutes and lectures. 

HePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Catholics Attack Central Committee Proposal 


(Washington, D.C.) — Some Roman Catholic leaders in the United States have made 
statements expressing "amazement and dismay" over a study of religious liberty 
voted by the Central Committee of the Jorld Council of Churches at its recent 
meeting in New Haven, Connecticut (see EPS No. 30). 
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The WCC Central Committee instructed "the Executive Committee to arrange 
for a study to be made of problems of religious liberty arising in Roman Catholic 
and other countries", 


Among the Roman Catholic leaders criticising the study were Mr, Martin J. 
Work, executive director of the National Council of Catholic Men; the Rev. John 
E. Kelly, director of the Bureau of Information of the National Catholic Welfare 
Council; and ltiss Margaret ilealey, executive secretary of the National Council 
of Catholic Women. 


The Bureau of Information of the NCWC said: "while recognising the steady- 
ing influence of Lutheran Bishop Hanns lilje of Germany, Anglican Archbishop 
Geoffrey F. Fisher of England and Episcopalian Bishop Angus Dun of Washington, 
D.C., resulting in a toned-down resolution, great damage has been done to , 
Catholic-Protestant relationships throughout the world. Even the final resolu- 
tion singling out Catholic countries for investigation will have an unfortunate 
effect," 


(Dr. Fisher introduced the approved resolution after Methodist Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri of Argentina, a council president, had made a plea for a strong 
council condemnation of persecution of Protestants in predominantly Catholic 
countries. Bishop lilje, who recently returned from a trip to Colombia (see EPS 
No. 28), said the new government there is "trying to keep the problem in the 
limits of the constitution", He said that "other means of action" might be "even 
more effective than just a resolution", Bishop Dun also advocated a more moderate 
stand on the issue. During the discussion, Pastor Charles Westphal of the Reformed 
Church of France said he thought "it should be observed that there are lands in 
which the Roman Catholics are the majority in which there is no oppression" , ) 


Earlier, the Central Committee had adopted a statement on religious liberty 
proposed by Father Georges Florovsky, It said: "The Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches reaffirms its stand in the matter of religious liberty 
and requests the officers and staff to support its member churches in all situa- 
tions in which the liberty of the church is politically or otherwise infringed 


or imperilled." BeP.o«, Geneva 
GREECH New Archbishop to Raise Clergy Standards 


(Athens) - The newly-elected Greek Orthodox Archbishop Theoclitos of Athens and 
All Greece has pledged himself to work to raise the educational qualifications 

of the clergy and to improve their living standards, At the-same time, he promised 
to oppese any "illegal and unreasonable" proselytism by non—Orthodox groups in 
Greece. 


Speaking at a service of enthronement in the Athens Cathedral, Archbishop 
Theoclitos said that "we pledge that we shall spend all our strength in the 
service of our church, adding nothing to, substracting nothing from and alter- 
ing nothing of its doctring.. 


"Nothing has been done in these times to raise the qualifications of the 
clergy to the proper standard or to increase the salaries of the clergy... We 
believe that the spiritual and moral progress of our society is based upon a 
properly educated and adequately paid clergy." 


Referring to the activities of other religious bodies in Greece, the arch= 
bishop said: "We will effectively face illegal and unreasonable proselytism by 
non-Orthodox sects who take advantage of the poverty and ignorance of some Greek 

_ Orthodox Christians." 
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Archbishop Theoclitos added that the Orthodox Church in Greece and he him- 
self in particular, will "support the struggle of the Cypriot people, who are 
fighting for their liberation", 


The new archbishop was elected to succeed Archbishop Dorotheos, who died in 


Stockholm, Sweden, on July 26. E.P.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY Synod Defends East-iest Contacts 


Because the exchange visits between Evangelical and Orthodox churches in 
Eastern Europe have given rise in Western Germany to disputes and attacks (see 
EPS No. 19), the Synod of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland has issued a 
statement saying that the visits "serve to strengthen Christian communities in 
the countries", 


Speaking through its Committee for Public Relations, the synod, whose re- 
presentatives have taken part in the visits, declared: 


"The exchange visits with the Eastern churches serve to strengthen Chris- 
tian communities in these countries, contribute to mutual understanding and 
knowledge, and give an opportunity to discuss how to master tasks which the 
churches on either side of the Iron Curtain have to face... In a world divided 
into two spheres the Church can go its way only if it pays attention to the 
way of the sister church," 


The visits between churches, continued the statement, do not imply recogni- 
tion of the church authorities in the Eastern countries, but are an act of 
brotherly love toward the congregations, However, the way to the congregations 
in the Hast necessarily goes past the existing officials in the church, but 
"the congregations understand this and agree with this way even if they find 
themselves in ecclesiastical opposition to their church authorities", 


The statement said observations had led to the conclusion that Christian 
prayer and biblical word has been preserved and is exercised and heard unaltered 
bu the Russian Orthodox Church in its liturgical order, "Beyond political naivety 
and political frivolity the Evangelical community may and must go its way to its 


brethren near and far in the love of Christ," WeP.Se, Geneva 
FRANCE Flood-Stricken Area Continues to Get Help 


Help continues to come to the villagers in the stricken Queyras area in the 
French Alps, where floods in June destroyed buildings and innundated farm and 
pasture land (see EPS Nos. 25, 26). 


More than 60 volunteers have been working in Queyras during the summer, 25 
of them members of a world Council of Churches: ecumenical work team. The team, 
which had originally been scheduled to work at St. Prix near Paris, was moved 
at the last minute to Queyras by Jacques Beaumont of CIMADE, \when he discovered 
that a work permit had not been secured for St. Prix he Hee the necessary arrange- 
ments to move the team to Queyras,. 


Under the direction of CIMADE, another international and interdenominational 
group of 35 volunteers was also at work in the area. In Ristolas, they dug away 
glacial silt from around houses. Five houses and several barns have already been 
completely cleared of debris. 
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At Villevieille, Pastor Casalis is leading a group of students who have 
come to help. A centre of young workmen in Grenoble, France, is sencing a team 
to stay for two months and help clear fields. The group will work under the 
direction of Pastor Bernard Gentil. CIMADE has put a pulldozer at their disposal. . 
Pastor Jacques Cadier is directing similar work at Arvieux. 


When the disaster struck the area in June, it was agreed that WCC aid 
should be carried out by CIMADE, the French ecumenical relief agency. 


Other aid in the area has been given by 25 French Boy Scouts, an army 
company that has repaired roads and bridges, and teams of the International 
Civil Service that have started to clean up houses at Ceillac, 

BePeSe, Geneva 


- GERMANY Sacrificial Offering Asked for world's Hunery 
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(Berlin) ~ Evangelical, homan Catholic and Jewish leeders have appealed to 
German citizens to sacrifice one meal each week and give the money saved to the 
needy people in areas of distress around the world. Plans call for the first 
contributions to be used to build a home for aged people and to buy a bulldozer 
for a rural community in India. 


"Fight hundred million people must live a whole year on as little as a 
German spends on his food and clothing during one month," said the appeal, 
which was signed by President Hildebrandt, of the Berlin office of the Evan- 
gelical Church of the Union, and other church representatives. The appeal asks 
for a regular "sacrifice" and not "charity". The churchmen said that "the 
nations which have become self-conscious and are living in a process of rapid 
social change will accept our share only if they feel real solidarity". The 
appeal was drawn up at a meeting of the Evangelical Academy in Berlin. 


Several gifts have already been received and several public figures have 
endorsed the appeal, including the Lord-llayor of Berlin, Mr. Otto Suhr. 
H.P.Se, Geneva 


BELGIAN CONGO News Notes from the Belgian Congo 


News received from the Congo indicates that the Protestant Council of the 
Congo is hesitant to vote in favour of the merger of the International Mission- 
ary Council and the world Council of Churches. Most of the missions working in 
the Congo are members of the Protestant Council, including Anglicans, Baptists, - 
Disciples of Christ, llennc nites, Presbyterians, Methodists, Brethren and Episco-~ 
pals. Some groups have stated publicly that if the union is approved, they will 
withdraw from the Protestant Council. The majority of the large missionary 
societies at work in the Belgian Congo are, however, offsprings of churches 
which participate actively in the work of the World Council of Churches. 
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Sessions of the Protestant Council of the Congo are no longer held just in 
English, but also in French, one of the two official languages of the Belgian 
Congo, (The other official language is Flemish.) This development, officials 
say, is due to the growing importance of the Congolese in church matters. At 
the last annual session of the council, sixteen delegates participated for the 
first time and had equal standing with the white delegates, Commented the Rev. 
John Morrison of Leopoldville, for 38 years a missionary with the American 
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Presbyterian Mission; "After 46 years of missionary work, the Christian message 
has reached more than half of the population of the Congo, either through the 
churches, the schools or Roman Catholic or Protestant missions... The time has 
come to make more room for Africans in the direction of the church in the Congo." 
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According to Dr. Gaines ll. Cook, executive secretary of the Intemational 
Convention of the Disciples of Christ, missionary work in the Congo has great 
difficulty because of the lack of literature in the native languages. In an 
attempt to improve the situation, Envol, the large Protestant illustrated review 
of the Congo, will soon appear in three languages of the Congo ~ Kikongo, Lingala 
and Tschiluba, The French edition of Envol, which is published at Leopoldville, 
has a circulation of 40,000 and is widely read by Congolese who understand French, 


In addition, the Evangelical library of the Congo at Leopoldville regubrly 
publishes literature in about 20 African languages as well as in French, English 
and Portuguese. A 50,000-copy edition in Kikongo of a hymnbook is in preparation, 
which will contain about a thousand hymns. 


According to statistics, there are 2 million Protestants in the Belgian 
Congo, out of a total population of 12 million, E.P.eS.e, Geneva 


News From the YWCA 


Belgium: For the second time, the YWCA of Belgium has brought a worker from 
abroad to Belgium, as its contribution to the mutual aid service of the iorld 
Alliance, A small association in a small country, the Belgian YJCA says it cannot 
offer "either gold or money" but thinks the visits contribute to international 
understanding by encouraging contacts among youths. In Belgium for a stay of 
several months is a young YWCA secretary from Egypt. In 1955-56, Belgium received 
a social worker from the YWCA in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 


Hong Kong: With the help of Church orld Service, the YiCA of Hong Kong is 
Opening a new hostel for teachers, nurses, office employees, factory workers, 
sales women, etc., offering room and board in accordance with individual incomes. 
There are five other such hostels in Hong Kong, 


Philippines: Encouraging results have been reported by the YiCA in Manila, 
which supports four social centres helping needy persons earn a living. The 
small industries begun by the YWCA are varied: pig raising, colportage, making 
paper bags, sewing. Sewing machines, a gift of Church World Service, are used by 
4,500 women to mend and make clothing, The women pay a modest fee to cover the 
upkeep of the machines. iieP.Se, Geneva 


ae, Bret 

The British Weekly, 71-year-old non-denominational "Christian journal of 
news and comment", has been turned over to the Committee on Publications of the 
Church of Scotland as a gift by the publishers, the British Weekly Company, 
The paper was offered to the Church of Scotland after the announcement was made 
that the present editor of the paper, vhe Rev, Shaun Herron, had resigned to 
return to the pastorate. The Church of Scotland Committee on Publications also 
took over the policy statement of the paper, which includes the words, "This 
paper is free from any specific party allegiance or obligation. In church affairs 


N is no party paper, but it has stood, and will stand, within the main Evangelical 


a 
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and Reformed tradition." Commented Editor Herron: "Nothing that has happened to 
the British Weekly in my time as the editor has made me happier than this," 


NZ 
Fie Ovi 


On July 30, the new modern Bible house of the Argentina Bible Society was 
opened. Taking part in the opening ceremonies for the house, which is located in 
the centre of Buenos Aires, was llr, Oliver Béguin, general secretary of the 
United Bible Society. Dr. Ivan Nothdurf, for many years a worker in the Methodist 
Church in lima, Peru, is the new secretary of the Argentina Bible Society. 


aioe 


The biggest evangelical mission radio station in Asia, "The Call of the 
Orient" in Manila, will soon start operating a 50,000-watt short wave transmitter, 
To date, only "The Voice of the Andes" in Quito, Ecuador, the oldest mission 
station, had such a strong short wave transmitter, The Far Hast Broadcasting 
Company, which runs the Manila station, is planning to build a 100,000-watt middle 
wave transmitter on Okinawa. 


% % 


Money given during ecumenical youth intercession services in September and 
October will be sent by the Swiss-German Evangelical Youth Conference to support 


joint training of youth leaders in Ghana, which is being carried on by the Anglican, 


Reformed, Baptist and Methodist Churches, the Salvation Army and the YMCA, Last 
year offerings at the intercession services yielded nearly 10,000 Swiss francs 
($2,300) which were given to Evangelical youth of Spain. 


so SL 
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Brazil, "the largest Catholic country in the world" could become a "big 
Protestant country" in several decades, according to Roman Catholic Bishop 
Agnello Bossil. In a recent statement he appealed to Roman Catholics to do all 
they can to stop the progress of Protestant "heresy". In 1954, 2 million Bra- 
gilians were Protestants. Today, he said, four or five million Brazilians are 
under direct or indirect Protestant influence. 


% % 


Barely two years after the cornerstone was laid, the three storey Evangelical 
Hospital at Montevideo, Uruguay, has been opened. The Evangelical Churches in 
Uruguay collected money for 25 years for the hospital. It was built without any 
financial help from abroad. 


ray AS 


The assembly of the Confederation of Churches in the lio de la Plata area 
has authorised the setting up of a national Federation of Churches in Argentina 
similar to the Federation of Churches in Uruguay formed last year (see EPS No. 
27) 6 


% % 
An evangelical radio station with the call letters WLVV has been established 
on the island of Viegues on the east coast of Puerto Rico. The seventieth evan- 


gelical station in South America and the first for Puerto Rico, it belongs to 
the Kalvarien Baptist Mission. B.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Ordass Elected First Lif Vice-President 


(Minneapolis) - At its first session after the Assembly in Minneapolis (see EPS 

No, 32) the new Executive Committee of the lutheran World Federation elected Bishop 
Lajos Ordass of Hungary as first LiF vice-president. Bishop Ordass had been a vice- 
president at the time of his wrongful imprisonment by the Hungarian government in 
194 . In electing him at its Minneapolis meeting, the LiF Executive expressed the 
hope that he would be able to carry out his functions without difficulty. Bishop 

Bo Giertz of Sweden was elected second vice-president, and Bishop Rajah B. Manikam 
of India third vice-president. 


Dr. R. Weeber of Stuttgart was asked to continue as Treasurer of the Lif, and 
Dr. Carl E. Iund-Quist (Geneva) as executive secretary. 


The Executive Committee entrusted plans for the projected LiF Research Insti- 
tute on Roman Catholicism to a consultative committee presided over by Dr. Vilmos 
Vatja (Geneva), director of the LiF's Department of Theology. The committee also 
includes Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Bavaria, Dr. Peter Brunner (Professor 
of Theology at Heidelberg) and Professor Kristen Ejner Skydsgaard, the Danish 
theologian. 


The Executive Committee advocated renewed contact with the USA's Missiouri 
Synod, the largest lutheran Church in America, which has not yet joined the LiF 
for theological reasons. Dr, Franklin Clark Fry, president of the LWF and Dr. Carl 
E, lund-Quist, executive secretary, will personally bear a letter to the Missouri 
Synod, asking it to reexamine the possibility of joining the LiF, Fifteen official 
visitors from the Missouri Synod attended the recent Li/F Assembly in Minneapolis. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the new president of the LiF, will continue the efforts 
of his predecessor, Bishop Hanns lilje, to promote contacts with churches in 
Eastern Europe. KeP.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Chrictian Movements. It is therefare nat tahe held reshonsible: tor obinions exbressed in_its news items. 
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FINLAND . Another "Ecumenical Summer" 


Finland, as well as the United States, has had an ecumenical summer, with 
more ecumenical meetings and contacts than ever before. 


In cooperation with the Laymen's Institute of the Lutheran Church, the 
Finnish Ecumenical Council organised two ecumenical conferences at Jarvenpad and, in 
cooperation with the Finnish Student Christian Movement and the Orthodox Students! 
Association, held an ecumenical work camp in August at Viinijarvi. 


An "ecumenical visit" to Finland during the summer was made by Dr. Hildegard 
Schaeder, who is in charge of relations with the Eastern Church Department of the 
German Evangelical Church and other German church leaders. "One of the greatest- 
dangers for the Lutheran and Orthodox Christians of Finland is isolation, Inter- 
nationalism in the church and closer contact with ecumenical work are very im- 
portant for us," she was told by Dr, A. Siirala, director of the lutheran Insti- 
tute at Jarvenpaa, 


4 Later, the German churchmen were told by the dean of the seminary for 
Orthodox priests that it was hoped they would eventually provide opportunities 
for some of the Orthodox priests who had graduated from the seminary in Finland 
to take a full four-year theological course in Germany. 


The University Library at Helsinki is interested in an exchange of publica~ 
tions with member churches of the World Council of Churches, the German delegation 
was told, 


Seppo A. Teinonen, general secretary of the Finnish Ecumenical Council, 
reports that one of the outstanding features of all these ecumenical contacts 
was the chance for meetings between Protestants and Orthodox, The Ecumenical 
Council, Mr, Teinonen says, sees as one of its main tasks the promotion of 
ecumenical conversations between Protestants and Orthodox. Finland, he added, is a 
particularly suitable place for this because it is the only country which has two 
state churches - one lutheran and the other Orthodox, 


The Orthodox Church, with its 80,000 members, makes up 2 per cent of the 
population, and was recognised as the second national church in 1917. The Lutheran 
Church has been the nation's state church since 1527. 


The 40-member Finnish Ecumenical Council includes representatives of the 
Lutheran and Orthodox Churches, the Free Church, the Free ilission Association, 
the Methodist Church, the Finnish and Swedish-speaking Baptist Church and the 
Salvation Army, 


The interest in the ecumenical movement has grown in Finland, says Dr. 
Teinonen, especially since the end of World war II, with contacts increasing 
between the two national churches, An Institute for Missions and Ecumenical 
Research has been founded in connection with the Theological Faculty of the 
University of Helsinki, The Study Committee of the Ecumenical Council has just 
published reports giving Finnish views on two study projects of the World Council 
of Churches, "Our Common Christian Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid Social 
Change" and "The Ministry of the Laity". 


This year the Finnish churches established an Inter-Church Aid Commission 
to cooperate with the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
(see EPS No. 11). E.P.S., Geneva 
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U.S.5.R. living Churches in Siberia 


The lutheran pastor and parish of the town of Akmolinsk in Siberia have 
been officially recognised by the state. 


The pastor, Eugen Bachmann, told church officials at Leipzig that his church 
had held a thanksgiving service and at the same time admitted young people to 
confirmation, The church building was paid for by the congregation. 


Many Lutherans of German origin have written from exile in distant provinces 
of Northern Russia, Siberia and Central Asia, thanking friends for sending Bibles 
and asking for more religious books, Letters confirm that thousands of families- 
formerly living on the Volga, the Black Sea, in the Caucasus and elsewhere main- 
tained their faith under pressure after being deported from their homes, 


The Russian amnesty of September 1955 restored their rights as citizens and 
their religious liberty. Since then the Church has been able to expand more 
freely. Larger congregations have been formed and more churches built, Services 
and Bible-study classes are usually conducted by lay preachers, The lutheran 
World Federation has tried, through the Russian Embassy in Bern, to obtain per- 
mission for a delegation of European churchmen to visit the eastern districts of 


Russia, but so far without success (see EPS No. 26). E.P.S., Geneva 
RUMANIA — Orthodox Want Contacts with Western Christians 


(Paris) — Olivier Clément, a Rumanian monk who is staying in Paris as the friend 
of Patriarch Justinian of Rumania, has told the French weekly paper "Réforme!! 
that the Rumanian Church wants to establish closer contacts with Christians in 
the West. 


Today Orthodox Christians in Rumania are suffering from their solitude, he 
said, and they are interested in knowing about the West, but the west ignores 
them. They want to have more contacts, to let the i/est know the results of their 
enquiries, to enter into a living dialogue with the Christians of the west. "A 
dialogue of this kind would go to the very depth of ecumenism, It is an opportunity 
which must not be missed", he said. 


The Rumanian monk also stated that religious instruction in Rumanian state 
schools is again being given by Orthodox priests. He spoke of a new kind of 
monasticism and of the deepening of spiritual life in Rumania, A number of pro- 
fessors are studying philosophical problems, including Western philosophy and 
ecumenical questions, in addition to theology, he added. The Rumanian Patriarchate 
has jurisdiction over 14 million Orthodox Christians, ten seminaries and two 
theological institutes. There is no restriction on the publication of books and 
papers. There are about 7,000 monks and nuns living in Rumania in about 200 
monasteries and convents, The state contributes considerable amounts in support 


of the Church, HeP.sSe, Geneva 
GERMANY — Dr, von Thadden Reports on Summer Meetings 


(Fulda) - Dr. Reinold von Thadden, president of the German Evangelical Kirchen- 
tag, just back from the large ecumenical meetings in the United States this 
summer, reports that the role of the laity in the church was the direct or in- 
direct concern both of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and 
of the Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation. 


"New forms for the Church and increased possibilities of action for laymen 
and women within the missionary task of the Church", said Dr. von Thadden, "were 
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central issues in the discussions." He added that he had noticed that the idea of 
the Kirchentag has found an unexpected response in the whole world, though it is 
impossible directly to imitate the German Kirchentag. 


Church leaders now recognise that they can no longer hold conferences with- 
out bringing the local congregations in the cities where they meet into the 
picture through ecumenical meetings and services. 


It was emphasised in official sessions as well as in private conversations 
that the Church of the present must develop new forms of proclaiming the Gospel, 
adapted to the claims of a transformed world of the twentieth century. "The Chris- 
tian responsibility in a modern society is so manifold that it can no Longer be 
assumed by one single office, but must be accepted by the whole living communi ty ," 
Dr, von Thadden continued. "That is where the direct witness of the layman in his 
secular occupation must play a decisive réle,an) the congregation itself must 
become the place where the Christian fellowship proves itself and where all the 


conflicts of a world that has become godless are overcome." BePeSe, Geneva 
INDIA : Christians Protest against Communist Bill 


(Madras) ~ Christians in South India are protesting against the Education Bill 
sponsored by the Communist government of the state of Kerala which would put all 
schools in the state under government control. 


Protest rallies were launched after 26 archbishops and bishops of various 
Christian communions issued a joint statement condemning the measure. Signing 
the statement were leaders of the Roman Catholic, Mar Thoma and Jacobite Churches, 
the Church of South India and the Church Mission Society. 


The prelates charged that the bill is "clearly aimed at the liquidation of 
private agencies! and seeks to "regiment the educational system on a Communist 
pattern", 


"The provisions of the bill are calculated to enable the government to 
eliminate, through a concerted process of fettering and intimidation, the private 
agencies whose great service in the field of education has been extolled by 
successive governments and eminent educators in the state and outside," the joint 
statement said, "The protagonists of the bill... are attempting to reduce educa— 
tion to a state monopoly and to the status of a political instrument of the party 
in power," 


The Kerala Communist government took office after a general election Last 
February. 


An estimated 25 to 30 per cent of the state's population is Christian. 
According to a report for 1954~55, some 3,170 of the state's 5,904 schools were 
privately operated, most of them by Protestants and Catholics. HePeSe, Geneva 


GHANA Churchmen Express "Apprehension! 


The Christian Council of Ghana has appealed to Prime Minister Nkrumah to 
withdraw the special Deportation Bill under which two Moslem leaders were deported 
from Ghana during August. The church leaders said the bill violated the principle 
of justice "whereby every citizen possesses the right to defend himself against 
any charge preferred against him", 


Visiting England, the Bishop of Accra, the Right Rev. Richard Roseveare, one 
of the signers of the appeal, said there was "very real apprehension" in Ghana 
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concerning officisl actions since independence among many of the educated and 


thoughtful citizens of Ghana. HeP.Oe, Geneva 
ITALY Ambassador Assures Churchmen of Religious Freedom 


The Italian ambassador to the United States, Mr. Manilo Brosio, has assured 
the National Association of Evangelicals that the clause in the Italian constitu~ 
tion guaranteeing freedom of religion and assembly will be enforced, Some Evan- 
gelical congregations had protested to the Italian government that a court deci- 
sion of last March upholding the guarantee had not been implemented. Mr. Brosio 
said he had been instructed by his government to inform the NAE that the ruling 
of Italy's new Constitutional Court, clarifying Article 19 of the Italian con- 
stitution, will be considered basic to the protection of freedom of worship in 
italy. 


Article 19 guarantees "the right freely to profess one's religious faith, 
to propagate it and to exercise the worship thereof in private and in public, 
with the restriction only that rituals contrary to morals are not involved", 


The ruling upheld the right of Protestants to hold services in places "open 
to the public! but non-Roman Catholics in Italy who hold religious services in a 
"public place!" still have to give three days notice to the police. A "public 
place" is said to be a street or square, while a place "open to the public" means 


a building (see EPS Nos. 10, 12, 14). E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Visser 't Hooft Urges Ministry to Speak Out 


(Oberlin, Ohio) - Dr. iA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, told a group of 500 Protestant theology students that their 
main job as ministers will be to make themselves available as transmitters of 
the voice of Christ. He was speaking at the fourth triennial national conference 
of the Interseminary Movement at Oberlin College. Established 60 years ago, the 
movement includes theological students of more than 100 seminaries. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said a new "search for authority" is going on in the 
world today and Christ's voice is "mixed up with a lot of other voices", Declar- 
ing that the"whole point of the ministry is to participate in the ministry of 
Christ", Dr. Visser 't Hooft called ministers both "slaves and spokesmen", and 
emphasised that "insofar as we are slaves and spokesmen, the minister has the 
same authority as Christ". 


"This new search for authority itself is a recognition that there can be 
no Christianity unless there is a basic <«cseptance of the authority of Christ", 
he said. The authority is "total and unlimited, does not admit others beside it, 
and you can't be neutral when you've met it. Thus the minister, as a slave in- 
the prophetic, priestly and royal aspects of his ministry, has to address him- 


self to his social and political environment in the name of Christ," he declared. 
HePeSe, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Methodist Group Denounces Bae 


The Northern Transvaal Synod of the South African Methodist Church has 
delared it is bound in conscience to reject provisions of the recent ly-enacted 
Native Laws Amendment Act which forbids Negroes to attend services at churches 
in white communities without the express sanction of the Minister of Native 
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Affairs (see EPS Nos. 10, 11, 13, 14/15, 18 and 20), The action was taken at a 
recent synod meeting where the Rev. D. Dugmore declared: "We are opposing this 
law because Caesar threatens to interfere with our duty to render unto God the 
things that are God's," 


In other action involving the nation's apartheid policy, the newly—named 
Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, the Most Rev. Joost de Blank, said that it makes 
the country "the odd man of the twentieth century" because it goes against the 
world trend towards liberalising race relations, 


In New York on the last leg of a flying tour of Anglican centres over the 
world that have racially-mixed populations, the archbishop said that he could 
“not yet discuss the apartheid policy in detail but stressed that "the fundamental 
principle of man's equality before God applies everywhere and policies aimed 
against this principle cannot be the right ones", 


Whenever racial disturbances have existed governments and people "have moved 
in a liberalising direction, even though some may think the moves are too slow 
and some think they are too fast", But South Africa is the odd man, he said, 
because it is the only country in the world where the development of race rela- 


tions "goes the other way round", HePeds, Geneva 
UNITED STATES : Moravian Church Holding General Synod 


(Bethlehem, Pa.) - Forty-four official representatives of the Moravian Church are 
meeting in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, for the first world-wide general synod of 
their denomination since 1931, The meeting, which opened on August 12 and closes 
on September 8, is a highlight of the denomination's 500th anniversary which is 
being observed throughout the world (see EPS Nos. 3, 8, 12 and 24). 


At the opening worship service, Dr, F.P. Stocker of Bethlehem, chairman of 
the General Directory of the World-ifide Moravian Church, said that since the last 
general synod the Moravian Church had undergone "years of painful separation", 
The church, he said, has gone through "fire and fbod and the heartrending experience 
of brother fighting brother, Together we come to show the world that the Moravian 
unity is a living reality and that we are all one in Jesus." 


Delegates came from Czechoslovakia, Germany, Denmark, Holland, Switzerland, 
the United States and mission fields in Africa, Alaska, Nicaragua and the British 
West Indies. All former sessions of the synod have been held in Herrnhut, Germany, 
considered the headquarters of the Moravian Church in Europe. Normally the general 


synod is convened every ten years. B.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN lutheran Merger Predicted for 1959 


Dr. Chiose Kishi, president of the Japan Evangelical Intheran Church, predicts 
that the major Lutheran bodies in Japan will be united by 1959. 


The new church, he says, will bring together the 8,388-member JELO and 
churches which have come into existence since World War II through mission pro- 
grammes of various Norwegian and U.S. groups. These have a combined membership 
of about 2,500 persons. 


Related to the JELC are missions of the United and Augustana lutheran churches. 
Other missions involved in the negotiations include those supported by the Suomi 
Synod, lutheran Free and Evangelical Lutheran churches. Three other missions — 
those supported by the Lutheran Missouri Synod, lutheran Brethren and a Norwegian 
society - have withdrawn from the negotiating committee. E.P.Se, Geneva 
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INDIA Three Indians to Become Bishops 


The Metropolitan of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon has announced the 
appointment of three Indian bishops to the Anglican sees of Chota Nagpur, Nasik 
and Nagpur, 


One of the new bishops, the Rev, S.A.B. Dilbar Hans, is the first aboriginal 
to be elected to the episcopate. His diocese of Chota Nagpur is almost entirely 
tribal. 


The other new bishops are Canon Arthur Luther, principal of bishop Cotton 
School, Nagpur, who will be the first Indian bishop of the see of Nasik, and the 
Rev, John Sadiq, secretary of the National Christian Council of India, who will 
become bishop of Nagpur. The three bishops will be consecrated on September 15. 

liePeOe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Church Membership at Record Level 


(New York) - Church membership in the United States reached an "all~time high" 
of 103,224,954 in 1956, according to statistics just released by the National 
Gouncil of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The 1956 total is a gain of slightly more than 3 million persons over 1955 
and means that 62 our of every 100 Americans are members of a church or synagogue. 
A hundred years ago only 20 out of every 100 persons were church members. 


Of the grand total with religious affiliations, 60,148,950 are Protestants, 
34, 563,851 Roman Catholics, 5,500,000 Jews, 2,598,055 Eastern Orthodox, 367, 3°70 
Old Catholics and Polish National Catholics, 63,000 Buddhists and 20,000 Moslems. 


The statistics are from the Yearbook of American Churches for 1958 which is 
published by the NCCC, The figures are based on official reports provided by 258 
of the 268 religious bodies listed in the Yearbook. According to the Yearbook, 
the major religious bodies have developed in about the same relationship to each 
other during the last 50 years. Thirty years ago, 27 per cent of the population 
was Protestant; today the figure is 35.9. Roman Catholics were 16 per cent of the 
population a generation ago - today they represent 20.7 per cent. 


The largest Protestant church body is the Methodist Church, with 9, 400, 000 
members and nearly 40,000 local churches. Second is the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion with 8,700,000 members, and third is the National Baptist Convention with 
4,550,000, 


Enrolment in Sunday schools is also at a new high level. Nearly 37,000,000 
Americans are enrolled in classes being led by 3,000,000 teachers. 


A new record number of 235,100 clergymen are in charge of 305,647 places of 
worship. Church construction continues to set records each year, Last year a - 
record $775,000,000 was spent, %40,000,000 more than the year before, and pre= 
dictions are that more than $800,000,000 will be spent next year on new church 
buildings. HE P.Se, Geneva 


No, 33 - September 6th, 1957 ules 280 


News about the Bible 


The Swiss Bible Society, in an effort to make the Bible available to all 
through the spoken word, is giving away inexpensive record players. The machines, 
which operate bya crank handle, are being produced at low cost and distributed 
in Pakistan, Liberia and Mexico. 
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The newspaper kiosks at the Stockholm Central Railway Station are now also 
selling Bibles. The Association of Christian Commercial Travellers,which has 
already distributed Bibles in hotels, has pioneered sales at the railway station. 


sl 
78 


+ 
7 


‘he Bible Society of India and Ceylon is planning to publish entire Gospels 
in serial form in various newspapers, both in regional languages and in English. 
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The first translation of the New Testament into Maya has been completed 
after three years! revision work on the first draft. The language is spoken by 
about 300,000 people in Yucatan and neighbouring areas of Mexico. 

HeP.Se, Geneva 


in Brief 


Dr. Irvin Underhill, a prominent Negro clergyman and civic leader of Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, has accepted a pastorate offered by an all-white Presby- 
terian church near Rochester, New York, The appointment, effective on September 
1, sets a precedent in the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 
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A bill permitting women to be ordained as pastors in the State Lutheran 
Church has been presented to the Legislative Council of the Swedish Parliament. 
A recent report shows that there are 160 women candidates of theology in Sweden, 


An international committee of laymen to support the Protestant pavilion at 
the 1958 Brussels World Exhibition and to help in planning its programme and 
| exhibits has been formed in washington, D.C. The committee's acting secretary is 
| Miss Ella Harllee, a staff member of the Washington Federation of Churches and 
United Church Women. The pavilion is being sponsored by the Belgian Protestant 
Federation, 
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The United Church of Japan, which recently voted to send two young ministers 
to Canada, has now agreed to send a Japanese pastor to South America at the request 
of a Japanese church in Brazil. Japanese pastors have also been requested in the 
Philippines. 


x 


Evangelist Billy Graham's New York Crusade, originally scheduled to close 
on August 10 after two extensions, was continued until September 1. The crusade, 
which opened on May 15, was the longest campaign Dr, Graham has conducted and 
ended with a rally in Times Square, New York, Billy Graham is planning to make 

_ an evangelistic tour of seven countries in the Caribbean area early in 1955455100 
Will be his first visit to Central America, 
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The Methodist Student Movement has withdrawn from merger negotiations with 
student organisations of four other'U.S. Protestant denominations, Still taking 
part in the negotiations to form the United Campus Christian Fellowship are 
student groups ‘of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., Disciples of Christ, United 
Church of Christ and Evangelical United Brethren. The Methodist students said 
they were not "prepared at this time to merge our heritage into an organisational 
structure without a dialogue concerning the heritage". Instead, they voted for the 
MSM to hold union discussions within the Ecumenical Advisory Commission of the 
United Student Christian Council, the youth arm of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
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Organised labour in the United States has been urged to help solve the moral 
dilemmas arising out of the nation's current booming economy, In its annual 
Labour Sunday message (September 1), the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. said America's economy of abundance presents a situation ~~ 
"full of peril", The message said "new and heavy demands are placed on the Chris- 
tian conscience to seek Christian perspective on the distribution and use of in- 
creasing material abundance and a true sense of stewardship of its mounting 
benefits". 
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An honorary doctor of theology degree was conferred by the University of 
Erlangen, Germany, upon Dr, Carl E. lund-Quist, executive secretary of the 
lutheran World Federation, during the Federation's third Assemoly in liinneapolis, 
Minnesota, last month. The degree was in recognition of his "extraordinary ser- 
vice" to the lutheran churches of the world. 
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Ninety people attended the annual international Congress of the Christian 
Movement for Peace at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva, from August 
16 to 23. Discussions centred around conflicts between Eastern and Western civili- 
sation and between Christianity and Eastern religions, especially Islam. 

The meeting studied non-violent ways of surmounting the social, economic and 
political problems arising. 
% 
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President Ernst wilm of the Evangelical Church in Westphalia, Superintendent 
Giinther Jacob of Cottbus (DDR), Dr. Hans Thimme of Soest and Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg 
of Dortmund will visit Protestant churches in Tzechoslovakia in November, follow- 
ing postponement of their proposed visit last December, H.P.S., Geneva 
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. UNITED STATES First Faith and Order Conference Meets 


(Oberlin, Ohio) - The recognition "that God wills unity for his Church has brought 
the matching acknowledgement that present relations of churches do not manifest 
that unity", the Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant ipiscopal Bishop of Washington, 
D.C., said in the opening address of the week=Long North American Conference on 
"The Nature of the Unity We Seek", 


In his keynote speech before 500 delegates and visitors, Bishop Dun said, "We 
are here to discuss our deepest bonds of unity and our honest differences in a 
spirit of frank Christian conference. Not to evade real differences is as important 
as to avoid the spirit and method of controversy." 


The cenference, in session from September 3 to 10, involved 34 major U.S. 

Protestant and Orthodox churches and five Canadian churches and represents a new 

approach to problems of Christian unity, Bishop Dun, conference chaiman, said. 
There have been important world conferences of the Faith and Order movement which 
have sought "to draw together in brotherly conversation the world-wide Christian 
community within the limitations set by its doctrinal basis", he said, adding that 
the present conference is not to surrender the world-wide perspective but to re- 
cogaise that churches "within one great continental area, with common culture, 
language and society have common tasks and problems", Conference leaders pointed 
out that there have been many American conferences on Christian "life and work" 
but that the Oberlin meeting was the first full-scale effort of American churches 
to study the different ways in which the churches "express their faith and order 
their life". . 


The conference was sponsored by the World Council of Churches, the National 
Gouncil of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and the Canadian Council of 
Churches, The 289 delegates have been joined by 92 consultants, including 13 from 
overseas, 39 observers, and 70 visitors and staff members. Among the observers are 
representatives of eight churches which do not belong to the World Council of 
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Churches ~ Advent Christian Church, Assemblies of God, Church of God, Churches 
of God in North America, Evangelical Mission Covenant Church of America, General 
Conference Mennonite Church, Iutheran-Church-ilissouri Synod, and Schwenkfelder 
Church, (The Schwenkfelder Church, with about 2,400 members, springs from a 
migration into Pennsylvania in 1734 by followers of a Reformation leader, Kaspar 
yon Schwenkfeld. ) k E.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Dutch Reformed Council Discusses Interracial Contacts 


At its annual meeting on August 27-28, the Federal Missionary Council of 
the Dutch Reformed Churches discussed the creation of more opportunities for 
white and negro Christians to worship together on occasion, and considered 
measures that would bring about closer contact between the races on church 
matters, The matter was referred to the executive committee for more definite 
guidance. 


At the same time, the council decided to send its secretary, the Rev. WoAs 
Malherbe, and a Negro minister, the Rev. Thomas Mahlango, to the meeting-in 
Chana in December of the Intemational Missionary Council and to the All-Africa 
Churches Conference in Nigeria in January. 


Dr. G.B.A. Gerdener, head of a Dutch Reformed Church seminary at Stellen- 
bosch, has presented a recommendation of a church commission on non-European 
affairs that "spontaneous contact between white and non-white, particularly in 
the religious field, should be encouraged in every possible way". 

HePede, Geneva 


COLOMBIA Roman Catholic Bishops Deny Persecution 


Roman Catholic Church authorities in Colombia have dedared that they "re- 


cognise the right of non-Catholic Christians" in that country "freely to practise 


their own religion" and pledged that the "Catholic authorities in Colombia... 
shall never order, encourage or approve any act of violence against our non- 
Catholic brethren". 


The statement was made by the Secretariat for the Defense of the Faith, an 
agency of the Colombian Catholic bishops, and released in the United States by 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference, which said it came in the "wake of 
the meeting of the Central Committee of the world Council of Churches at New 
Haven, Conn," At its meeting last month, the Central Committee authorised "a 
study of religious liberty in Roman Catholic and other lands" (see EPS No, 30). 
During the discussion of the study, Methodist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of 
Argentina, a WCC president, charged that in Colombia and Spain there was a 
systematic persecution of Protestant churches. 


The secretariat conceded that "in various places, ways and occasions 
Protestants in Colombia have suffered violence inflicted by Colombia Catholics", 
but it denied charges of "Catholic persecution of Protestants in Colombia". 


The Rev. Eduardo Ospina,S.J., vice-president of the secretariat, who 
Signed the statement, said that religious differences are only an incidental 
factor when violence flares. He said "political factors were a major cause 
because Protestants in Colombia have generally aligned themselves with anti- 
clerical liberals and some have joined the guerillas in the provinces warring 
against the conservative government", 
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In his statement on behalf of the Colombian secretariat, Father Ospina added: 


"The Catholics of Colombia in géneral and in particular the Catholic hierarchy 
of Colombia and the priests love all non-Catholic Christians of any country or 
denomination and: consider them as brothers in Christ, though separated from us 
by doctrines which we believe they profess in good faith." "But", he ccntinued, 
some of the "proselytising Protestant sects in Colombia mock the most cherished 
dogmas of Catholics, such as belief in the Holy Eucharist and veneration of the 
most holy Mother of God. Since the people of Colombia are Catholic and, generally, 
love their religion fervently, they would easily react in the impetuous and 
rough manner-of labourers and peasants, There come into play at such times clubs, 
stones, home-made bombs, etc, But rarely is there shooting or serious injury." 

H.P.Se, Geneva 


| 
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INDIA Opposition Grows against Communist sducation Bill 


(Trivandrum) - Opposition is growing-in the Indian state of Kerala against the 
education bill sponsored by the five~month-old Communist government (see EPS No, 


33). : 


Thousands of persons from all over the state joined in a parade and rally 
in Trivandrum to protest against the bill, which Christian leaders say aims to 
liquidate private schools and impose a Communistic pattern of education on the 
state. The marchers, all wearing black badges to symbolise their protest, met in 
a park after their hour~long parade, heard speakers denounce the bill, and 
adopted resolutions demanding that it be withdrawn, 


‘ 


Similar demonstrations have been held in other cities; In Trichur 400 
students protested against the bill and were joined by out-of-town participants. 


farlier, the government announced that it would modify certain provisions 
of the bill, and an official statement said that properties of schools attached 
to places of worship or coupled with religious interests would be exempted from 
the bill's provisions. The government also promised that in taking over other 
schools it would see that religious interests were not thwarted. 


Meanwhile, a Roman Catholic priest has announced plans to organise 2,000 
youth units in the state "to save our country and culture from Communist influence", 
At the same time, Christian farmers of Kuttanad, Kerala's richest vice-producing 
area, were reported to have decided to keep their paddy lands fallow as a protest 
against an alleged increase in lawlessness in the state since the Communist 


government was elected last April. E.P.eo-, Geneva 
UNITED SPATES : Pastors Support Integration 


(Nashville, Tennessee) - Integration in public schools, beginning in the first 
grades of Nashville public schools this summer, has the support of the city's - 
Protestant ministers. In Sunday sermons just before schools opened, the clergy- 
men urged their parishioners to accept school desegregation in a "Christian 
spirit" and believe in the concept of the brotherhood of man. 


The ministers had been asked to preach on integration by the Nashville 
Association of Churches and the Nashville linisters' Association. Most of the 
clergymen asked church members to support the school board's desegregation 
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programme and to avoid violence in carrying it out. Others spoke favourably of 
integration in general terms and urged their congregations to "obey the law of 
the land", 


Under Nashville's programme, based on a recently enacted state law, parents 


can send their children to any city school, whether it is segregated or integrated, 


The programme provides for gradual integration, H.P.Se, Geneva 
AUSTRALIA Synod Approves Jointly-~Owned Churches 


The Anglican synod of Perth, Western Australia, has unanimously approved a 
plan for the building of churches in rural areas in the diocese for use by 
several denominations, 


The plan provides for the setting up of trusts to administer the buildings 
in the districts trying out the scheme, Fifty per cent of the members of the - 
trusts must be communicant Anglicans and the trusts must be recognised and in- 
corporated in law by the state of Western Australia, Only churches in member- 
ship with the world Council of Churches may be represented, and the decision of 
the synod says that there must be "adequate provision for the dissolution of 
the trust should the need arise", 


The plan will be subject to the consent of local rectors of the Anglican 
Church and ministers of the other cooperating local churches, 


Viorship in the buildings will be in the separate rites of the churches co- 
operating and at different hours, except that Anglican clearance may be given 
for joint interdenominational worship "for some unusual occasion". 


The plan was put before the Perth synod by the Rev, J.P. Stevenson of 
Wongan Hills, who has been prominent in his own parish in promoting four pioneer 
schemes along the same lines (see EPS No. 47, 1956). E.P.Se, Geneva 


Paul Guinn>ss Leaves "World Communiqué" Editorship 


Paul Guinness, for eleven years editor of "World Communiqué", publication 
of the World Alliance of YMCAs, has resigned to devote full=time to a project 
looking toward the holding of one or more world conferences of leaders of various 
nations and faiths to consider the theme, "World Order and the Kingdom of God". 
Douglas Deane, one of the secretaries of the World Alliance, has been named 
acting editor of the magazine. 


The September/October issue of "World Communiqué" continues a series of 
regional studies, with South America as the main subject. In the same issue 
attention is given to the report of the Commission on Relationships which was 
presented at the YMCA World Council meeting this summer, It is temed a "most 
useful analysis of the situation today within the churches and lay movements 
such as the YMCA", The situation "often leads to confusion and occasionally to 
tension", and further study is called for both "nationally and locally, by YMCAs 
in cooperation with leaders of churches, YiCAs and others", the commission said. 
At this summer's meeting, the commission also recorded some basic convictions 
regarding the nature of the Church, the meaning of evangelism and some of the - 
special characteristics of the YMCA, National Movements have been asked to re- 
examine their own activities and methods of leadership-training in the light of 
the ideas expressed in the report. E.P.Se, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Copies of the Ndau Bible, the first edition in that language, have arrived 
in Mozambique and in Rhodesia. The Rev. Ml.wW. Booth, British and Foreign Bible 
Society secretary in Rhodesia, reports that several hundred copies were sold at 


Rusitu at special thanksgiving services. Ten thousand copies of the New Testament 


and Psalms have also been printed. 
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The Rt. Rev. F. Donald Coggan, Bishop of Bradford, has just completed a 
tour of Latin American countries, following his appointment as president of the 


United Bible Societies at the Council meeting in Brazil in July (see EPS No. 29). 


Back in England he declared himself impressed with the size and vitality of the 
Protestant churches in South America and the opportunities which lie before the 
Bible Societies. 'The door is wide open", he said. 
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The Church of England Zenana itissionary Society was formally merged with 
the Church liissionary Society on September 3, The CEZMS, an orgavisavion of 
church women to work among women in purdah, was begun in 1680, lirs, R, Madocks, 
chairman of the CEZMS executive committee for 20 years, proposed the formal 
merger resolution and added that it was inflation "that has pin-pointed the 
fact that we cannot carry on". 


sl 
aN 
se 
os 


Dr. Frank ‘Joods, Anglican Bishop of Middleton, England, and chaplain to 
Queen Elizateth II, has been elected Arch ishop of Melbourne (Australia), 
succeeding Archbishop Joseph John Booth, who retired last year. The archbi shop 
elect, whose father Bishop Edward ocds was active in the Faith and Order 
movement, will be enthroned in November. 
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Racial segregation was criticised as "un-Christian in all forms", by ihe 


National Gonference of Methodist Youth at its annual meeting in Denver, Colorado, 


last month. The youth leaders called for an end to segregation and discrimina= 
tion in schools, industry, housing and churches, and voted to set up an inter- 
racial work camp at the Fellowship of Southern Churchmen Centre near Black 
Mountain, North Carolina, during the summer of 1958. 
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Dr. Joseph Simonson, US ambassador to Ethiopia from O55 UO WU, Lo ore 


will become pastor of Concordia Iutheran church in Superior, Wisconsin. 
ieP.S., Geneva 
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UNITED SPATES Faith and Order Conference Sends "Message to the Churches!! 


(Oberlin, Ohio) ~ The first North American Faith and Order Conference ended an 
eight-day meeting at Oberlin, Ohio, on September 10 with a "message to the churches", 
calling on every congregation to examine "the way in which it makes visible the 
nature of the Church of Christ!. 


The 279 delegates to the conference on "The Nature of the Unity ‘le Seek" 
asked the churches to share in the discovery they had made of the "solidarities 
‘among Christians of the most varied inheritances". (See EPS No. 34.) 


Representatives of the 34 U.S. and Canadian Protestant and Anglican churches 
taking part in the conference endorsed the statement, but representatives of five 
Eastern Orthodox churches abstained from supporting the message, pointing out that 
Orthodox members believe that true unity of the Church already exists in Orthodoxy. 
However, Father Georges Florovsky of the Greek Orthodox delegation and a member of 
the «CC's Central Committee, pointed out that the Orthodox churches wanted to be 
dissociated! only from the particular message and not from the quest for Christian 
unity and the "ecumenical study process", 


The message said in part: 


"Gathered to consider the nature of the unity we seek, we give thanks for 
the unity we have found. This unity not only exists but is entirely the gift of 
God's grace and love, \ie are claimed for this unity as we confess with one voice 
‘while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us', as we acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as Lord; as we accept his commission to declare to all men the good news of his 
victory. 


"This is the Gospel which has ultimate power to shatter the human heart with 
wonder and shake the world with hope, 


| "je do not see clearly the path that God has set before us, but we are sure 
that he is leading us and that at Oberlin he has given us new light. As we have 
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known a common joy in the unity we now possess, we have also felt a common sorrow 
over the continuing fact of our separations one from another, 


"Although some of our divisions arise out of loyalty to the truth that we 
now see, we must acknowledge that Christ calls us to a fuller comprehension of 
truths and more obedient service. To-proclaim that Christ is the one Lord is to 
give him pre-eminence over all else ~ over our most cherished traditions, This 
we have not yet done,! 


The conference represented a new approach to problems of Christian unity, 
according to the Rt, Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Washington, - 
D.C., conference chairman. Preparations have been underway for two years as six- 
teen regional study groups have prepared questions to be discussed, The con- 
ference was called by the U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches, the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and the Canadian Council 
of Churches. 1t was attended by 279 representatives of 39 Christian bodies, 92 
consultants and 36 accredited observers. Unofficial observers came from eight 
other bodies, including the Southern Baptist Church and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Conference Delegates Report on Studies 


Studies that had been made during the two years of preparation for the con- 
ference were presented and became part of the basis for discussion among the 
twelve study sections at Oberlin, 


"Neither clergy nor laity feel any great urge toward organisational unity" 
despite a wide degree of agreement in faith, according to responses to a check 
sheet answered by 5,704 Protestant pastors and church members in liinnesota, The 
questionnaire results showed wide agreement on the nature of the church, the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the person of Christ and the ground of salva- 
tion, But, the group reported, only 7.8 per cent of the clergy and 11.67 per 
cent of the laity accept a definition of church unity as meaning "the gathering 
of all Christians into one visible church organisation". More than 50 per cent 
of the laity and 36 per cent of the clergy favoured e definition of unity as 
"Na spiritual oneness indifferent to organisational forms but based on agreement 
as to the fundamentals of Christian faith", 


Two other studies presented at the conference showed that despite the variety 
of denominational positions on baptism, churches exhibit a wide degree of accep- 
tance of the validity of each other's baptism, The mode of baptism, once such a 
touchy subject, seems to be lessening as a point of contention, the study showed, 
and emphasis is on the meaning rather than the form, 


A fourth study group reported that one of the obstacles to church union is 
fear on the part of church members that it would result in loss of freedom of 
local congregations and a reduction in the laity's power in determining church 
life. but, the report said, church governments, whether episcopal, presbyterian 
or congregational in form, are strikingly similar in power structures, 


Delegates Hear Speeches 

During the conference, which opened on September 3, the 279 delegates heard 
speeches from leading clergymen, 

Some of the statements: 


"Even our divisions and dissensions, which we are duty bound to overcome, 
bear witness - sometimes in tortured ways - to God's demand for devotion to 
truth as well as to man's frequent confusion as to what is true, In Jesus Christ 
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we have a new living basis for hope; a new standard and stimulus for a shared life 


of faith and love, and a new focus for unity came into human existence... The unity 
we seek is real now. But it-is not our possession, It is our source of life and our 
goal in the mercy of God." - Dr. Robert L. Calhoun, Yale University School pro- 
fessor, 


"We have come here to speak and to listen: to be led, to be changed, And if 
we are deeply changed... we may then become agents of change in our churches, 
And if this happens, Oberlin will mark the break-through of the ecumenical move~ 
ment into the broad mid-range of American Christianity, and a much=needed new 
frontier in our research for unity will have been opened up el! - Dr, Albert 0. 
Outler, Southern Methodist University professor, 


"Has the Christian way become an institutional rut? Are the lofty goals of 
the Christian witness, service and mission scaled down to the institutional norms 
of success?" — Bureaucracy which promotes technical efficiency may also tend "to 
separate the average church member from the expert-who holds the position of 
legitimate administrative authority. But the world-wide movemant for-Christian 
unity, the bureaucrat may forget, is a function of the whole church ~ not of its 
clerical and administrative top alone." - Dean ilalter Muelder, Boston University 
School of Religion. 


Visser 't Hooft, lilje Preach 


On Sunday, September 8, two Huropean consultants to the conference preached 
at churches in Oberlin, 


Dr. WeA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
said that unity is real in the sense that it is given in the will of God and in 
His plan, "In another sense it is terribly unreal, for we have obscured it by our 
divisions, Even though, by the grace of God, we are no longer as isolated from 
each other as we were and we have the World Council of Churches through which we 
can give expression to our sense of belonging together, we are far from showing- 
the world that unique unity in faith, in life, in worship and order which is in- 
herent in the Christian Gospel." ; 


Bishop Hanns lilje of Germany told participants in an ecumenical worship 
service that "within the last generation, especially since World War II, there 
has been a steady growth of ecumeitical consciousness. In particular this is true 
of the Christian churches of Europe. It is impossible to retreat behind this line. 
We dare not ignore the ardent desire of so many plain Christians for a greater, 
more visible and more effective union of Christians and the Christian churches," 

HePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Moravians Adopt New Statement of Faith 


(Bethlehem, Pa.) - Attempts by the former Nazi regime in Germany to eliminate the 
Old Testament as part of the authoritative Scriptures of the Christian Church have 
resulted in a change in the Moravian Church's statement of faith. 


Delegates to the church's international General Synod (see EPS No, 33) adopted 
a new statement specifying that both the Old and New Testaments are the sole 


source of its doctrine. Previously, the denomination's statement mentioned only 


"the Holy Scriptures" without reference to either the Old or New Testament. 


Dr. Heinz Renkewitz of Arnoldshain, Germany, chairman of the synod's committee 
on doctrine, submitted the statement to the delegates, and said the new wording 


: had been inserted because of Nazi efforts to eliminate the Old Testament. 


4 
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The new statement also emphasises the Moravian Church's desire for Christian 
unity and underscores its opposition to racial discrimination, It asserts: "It is 
the Lord's will that Christendom should give evidence of and seek unity in Him 
with zeal and love... We confess our share in guilt which is manifest in the 
severed and divided state of Christendom, By means of such divisions we ourselves 
hinder the message and power of the Gospel." 


The section on race relations states that the Church "recognises no distinc- 
tion between those who are one in the Lord Jesus Christ", 


In another action the Moravians modified their rigid stand against the re- 
marriage of divorced persons, and urged pastors and congregations dealing with 
divorced persins wishing to remarry to "make every effort to avoid both a rigid 
legalism and an irresponsible abuse in the discharge of this sacred responsibility". 
Under a regulation in effect since 1914 ministers could only remarry the innocent ; 
party in a divorce granted for adultery. , 


The General Synod approved "in principle" the ordination of women, But a 
spokesman said it was unlikely that this permissive action "will be put to use { 
even in a limited degree, He said women would be ordained by the denomination 
only if it were "deemed absolutely necessary". 


The synod meeting is the first since 1931 and the first ever held in the 


United States. Normally the general synod is convened every ten years. 
HePeSe, Geneva 


INDIA j Hindu Mob Burns Down Protestant Mission Centre 


(Raipur) - Madhya Pradesh state officials have promised a probe of anti~mission- 
ary demonstrations during which a Hindu mob burned down an American Protestant 
mission community centre valued at $200,000, 


The three-storey modern building was operated by the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, working through the United Church of Northern India. Before the 
fire started all equipment was destroy. d, the chapel was desecrated, the Cross 
demolished and the 5,000-volume library ransacked. 


Losses included a dozen typewriters, a large refrigerator, a safe contain- 
ing $6,000 and records and documents belonging to 65 different committees. 


The trouble apparently developed over the use of an idol in a drama present- 
ed on the community centre's stage. The auditorium had been rented by a committee 
of Hindus for a programme commemorating the centenary of the first Indian up- 
rising against British colonial rule. When an idol was set up on the stage fora 
dramatic number, the centre's director, the Rev. Gurbachan Singh, objected. Wit- ; 
nesses said he was told by those in charge that "they would see to it". However, 
the drama went on as scheduled, including the worship scene with the image of 
Nataraja. 


A few-days later a Hindu daily paper published statements accusing lr. Singh 
of "narrow~mindedness and rude behaviour, The chairman of the Pradesh Congress 
Committee tried to calm the situation and lir, Singh put out a handbill explaining 
his position. The Hindus in charge of the programme informed the local police 
that ir. Singh had not been rude to them nor did he try to remove the idol from F 
the stage. 

But on August 26 more than 5,000 demonstrators, armed with crowbars and 


other weapons, arrived at the centre, First all the windows were broken, then 
the mob broke in and set fire to the building, 
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Witnesses said that the police and firemen on the scene were helpless to 
prevent the destruction. Superintendent Singh had to be taken from the building 
under police escort and the van was stoned as he was driven to the police station. 


The six*year-~old centre was used by about 500 persons each day and included 
50 hostel rooms; a dining room, auditorium, clubrooms, library and bookshop, 


Since the incident police have arrested 62 persons on charges ranging from 
arson to attempted murder, Christians who fled the area have been advised to 


return by state authorities. HePeSe, Geneva 
INDTA Transfer of Canadian Mission Property 


The United Church of Canada will this year transfer to the Trust Association 
of the United Church of Northern India more than 200 buildings (churches, schools, 
colleges, hospitals and residences) which have been built up over SO years of 
missionary service in India, (The action parallels the transfer of property by 
the Presbyterian Church USA to the Church of Christ in Thailand - see EPS No, 31.) 


The properties, located in various areas of the central part of India, are 
estimated to be worth more than $2,000,000, In announcing this action, the Kev. 
Dr. D.H. Gallagher, secretary of the United Church's Board of Overseas Mission, 
said that-the transfer of the properties to the Indian Church is the culmination 
of a long-range policy of the Canadian Board to give more authority to the in- 
digenous church. 


"Tt has been our corstant policy to train local church leaders with the hope 
that some day they would take over the mission work", Dr, Gallagher said, He 
pointed out that the assistance of some Canadian missionaries will still be needed 
in India in further training of local church leaders and in assisting them in the 


missionary work as partners. E.P.Se, Geneva 
MIDDLE EAST Anglican Archbishop Enthroned 


The Most Rev. Campbell MacInnes was enthroned as Archbishop in Jerusalem on 
August 30. (See also EPS No. 8) Church of England sources say that the fact that 
the new archbishop was able at his enthronement to preach a sermon in Arabic 
"cave generdl satisfaction and has received favourable comment in the local press", 


Taking part in the ceremony were Anglican workers in Cyprus and Baghdad, the 
Arab clergy of all the parishes in Lebanon and Jordan, and chaplains of the 
British congregations in Kuweit, Bahrain, Kirkuk, Basra, Beirut, Tel-Aviv, Haifa 
and Israeli-Jerusalem., The Archbishop of Gaza was present representing the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch; the Armenian Orthodox Patriarch-elect came himself; a Syrian 
Orthodox Patriarchal vicar, a Russian Orthodox Archimandrite, a Coptic bishop and 
an Abyssinian abbot walked together in the procession, Also present were Lutheran 
ministers, a pastor of the Church of Scotland, representatives of the Latin 
Patriarch and the Franciscan Custodian of the Holy Places, Greek Catholics, 
Armenian Catholics and a Trappist. iloslem government figures also attended the 
ceremony, 


The new archbishop was installed by Canon Najib Cubain, who has been nominat- 
ed to become the first Arab bishop of the Anglican Communion in the iiddle Hast. 
One of the Archbishop's first duties will be to constitute an ecclesiastical 
synod, comprising the bishops of Egypt and Libya, Sudan and Persia. To these will 
be added a new diocese of Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, which will be ruled by the 
Arab bishop. HePeSe, Geneva 
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SWEDEN Brilioth Says Church Must Have Freedom 


(Stockholm) - Archbishop Ynve Brilioth told the twenty-seventh biennial convoca- 
tion of the State lutheran Church of Sweden that the Church is "not a creation 
of the State and must have freedom to live its own life". In his opening address 
to the five-week convocation, the Primate of the Church noted that parliament 

_has been asked to conduct an inquiry into the "forms and foreseeable results" of 
separating the Swedish Church from the State. The archbishop said that "as far 
as the Church is concerned" there could be a "more positive approach to such a 
divorce, However closely the Church is and wants to be allied to the State, the 
Church is not a creation of the State," 


The convocation is expected to debate ten other parliamentary motions affect- } 
ing the Church, including bills that would permit women to be ordained as ministers, 
legalise the holding of burial services by laymen and revise the present method 


of electing local clergymen. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Community Must Be Reunited, Pastor Says 


A plea for a new kind of voluntary service that would help citizens become 
reunited in a real community was sounded by Dr. Eberhard liueller, director of 
the Evangelical Academy,Bad Boll, at the annual meeting of Germar ministers in 
Marburg. 


Dr. Mueller pointed out that the traditional stracture of the local community 
today can no longer counterbalance the loss of contact between the ministers of 
the community and the people in industry. But, he warned, Christians must not 
retreat and defend positions of unwordly piousness. Instead, he urged them to 
cooperate in developing new voluntary services that would draw the community 
members together. He cited Christian working committees as an example of a 
project that gave people with little or no contact with the churches the chance 
to discuss problems with small groups of Christians, "We are probably living in 
the biggest transformation process which human society has ever experienced", 
Dr. Mueller said. Only a cooperating church will be able to cope effectively 
with the implications of this change, he added. 


"The Church in a Transformed world was the general theme of the meeting, 
which was also attended by 100 ministers of the German Democratic Republic. Bishop 
‘Jaenicke of Magdeburg in the DDR said Christians there feel themselves called to 
proclaim the Gospel in a transformed world and to counteract materialism and self- 
destruction by their witness, Highty per cent of the youths in the DDR attend 
catechism and confimmation classes, he added, indicating their refusal to accept 
atheistic teachings and ea clear confession of their Christian faith, 

BePeOe, Geneva 


MADAGASCAR United National Church Foreseen in Two Years 


Conversations between Protestant missions in Madagascar, looking toward the 
formation of a united national Madagass church are making headway, according to 
Mir, Jean Lequerre Rajoelisolo, the editor of the bilingual (french/iladagass) 
weekly paper, "Fanasia!'. ; 


During a recent visit in Geneva, he said that it is hoped the united church 
will be formed in about two years. A negotiating committee, at work for four 
years, reached agreement on matters of principle last year and is now studying 
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questions concerning the structure of the future church, he said. A third of the 
committee members are missionaries and two-thirds are Madagass. 


wliore than a million of the five million inhabitants of Madagascar are Pro-~ 
testant and a million are Roman Catholics, 


Missions working in Madagascar include the London Mission (the first to 
arrive in the country), the Quakers, the Norwegian lutheran Mission, the Mission 
of Paris (Reformed) and an Anglican and two American missions, E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Inter-American Youth Visits 


Delegates to the general council meeting of the United Christian Youth 
Movement, youth arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., have voted to invite a team of Protestant youth from Central and South 
America to visit North American churches in 1959. 


At the same time the group decided to convene a special conference of 3,000 
North American young people in August, 1961, The conference will be a follow-up 
of the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, scheduled for "around 
Christmas'', 1960, in Ceylon. 


The council also voted to conduct a campaign to inform Christian youth of 
the alternatives to regular military service. The action was based on a study 
which, a report to the meeting said, showed that many Christians in the United 
States do not wish to participate in war or learn how to conduct warfare, Among 
the alternatives mentioned were non-combatant military service and civilian 


service in health, social welfare and agricultural projects. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED SPATES German Union Churches Want Closer Relations with the 
United Church 


Leaders of the Evangelical Church of the-Union (EKU) in Germany have met in 
the United States with officials of the newly-fomed United Church of Christ and 
proposed "closer fraternal relations" between the two bodies, including inter- 
communion. 


The United Church of Christ was formed last June by a merger of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church and the Congregational Christian Churches (see EPS 


No. 26). 


At its recent council meeting, the Evangelical Church of the Union decided 
to promote closer contacts with "united! churches in other countries. In Germany 
the Church of the Union has about 14,000,000 members, about 90 per cent of them 
Iutheran and 10 per cent Reformed, It comprises six united churches which are 
members of the Evangelical Church of Gemnany (EKD). 


At the meeting in the United States the German churchmen suggested the 
following programme: a reciprocal declaration of intercommunion and of the 
mutual recognition of each other's ministries and sacraments; an exchange of 
fraternal delegates at general synod meetings; an exchange of professors in 


theological seminaries of the two groups; an exchange of theological students. 
BePeSe, Geneva 
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YMCA Movements Report Advances 


Bishop Chandu Ray is the recently-elected president of the National Council 
of YMCAs of Pakistan, The organisation has been recognised by the government as a 
corporate body, and last July was accepted by the World Council of YMCAs as a 
member movement of the World Alliance, Squadron-Leader Charles M, Revis has been 
elected national general secretary, Officials report that the long-established 
YuCAs of Lahore and Karchi are planning to expand into other cities of West and 
Kast Pakistan, 


Three other YMCAs were accepted as associates of the World Alliance at the 
-meeting of the World Council of YWCAs in Kassel, Germany, this summer (see EPS 
No, 28). They are the recently~formed National Alliance of YMCAs of Lebanon, which 
“unites associations in Beirut and Tripoli, the YMCA of Bargkok and the Alliance of 
YMCAs of the French Cameroons, EePeS., Geneva 


Tn Brief 


The government of the African state of Ghana has again expelled two tribal 
chiefs because of alleged defiance of the law. Two Moslem leaders had already been 
expelled on August 24, The Christian Council of Ghana at that time sent a letter 
of protest to Prime liinister Nkrumah requesting the abolition of the Deportation 
Law (see EPS No, 33). In replying, Dr. Nkrumah said there was nothing new in the . 
bill and that it was "based on the precedent of previous ordinances of deportation 

which it had unfortunately been necessary to enact from time to timel!, 
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The Christian literature Society in Ceylon has become an independent body, 
and, along with the National Christian Council, is setting up a new publishing 
plan. Bookshops in the island have been consolidated and strengthened, officials 
report. The society is maintaining a close working relationship with the United 
Society for Christian literature with headquarters in London. New secretary of 
the society is the Rev. C.H. Ratnaike, who is also general secretary of the 
National Christian Council. 

The Ambokavango Church in the Finnish mission fields in Ovamboland and the 
Okavango areas has been registered by the South African government as an independent 
church body, The membership of the church is 95,000, and it has 44 native pastors 
and 873 other full-time African workers, 


W 


The Ecumenical House at the University of Heidelberg, the first specifically 
ecumenical student residence in Germany, accepts students and teachers who are 
Mvitally concerned with an ecumenical contact with members of churches other than 
their own", life in the house focuses on moming and evening worship according to 
the practice of the various churches represented, and there are weekly discussions. 
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The lutheran parishes in Helsinki, Finland, have published a picture book on 
Church life in the city, An edition of "The Church in a Growing City" has been 
prepared with an English introduction and text. 
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During sessions of the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., largest Negro 
religious body in the United States, four downtown "white" hotels in Louisville, 
Kentucky, accepted convention delegates as guests, It was believed to be the 
first time that the city's downtown hotels had housed Negroes in such numbers. 
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A Negro clergyman in Birmingham, Alabama, the Rev. F.L. Shuttlesworth, was 
beaten early this month when he tried to enrol his daughter and other Negro 
children in an all-white high school, Three white men were arrested after this 
incident, 
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Patriarch Alexius of Moscow is to visit the Serbian Patriarch Vikentije in 
Yugoslavia in response to an official invitation from the Serbian Orthodox 
Patriarchate. He will travel with 12 dignitaries of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
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An American film company has made a documentary film on the Assembly of the 
lutheran World Federation, Minneapolis 1957. It will be ready for performance in if 
January 1958 with English, German and Scandinavian sound tracks. : 
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The foundation stone has been laid for a new church in Voelkeimarkt in 
Austria, following an ecumenical youth work camp this summer, The basement and 
foundations are the first stage of a building to replace barracks given in 1949 ; 
by the member churches of the World Council of Churches. - 
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In many Roman Catholic churches in France memorial services have been held 
again this year for the victims of the Saint Bartholomew's Eve massacre 385 years 
ago. The suggestion for the annual memorial services,which have been held since 
1937, came from the late Abbé Paul Couturier of lyons who, throughout his life, 
interceded for mutual understanding between the Christian confessions, 
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The government of Argentina has rescinded an order given by the former Péron 
eovernment prohibiting,"for reasons of security", the erection of non-Roman 


Gatholic churches in districts on the Argentinian frontiers. 
HePsSe, Geneva 
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PAKISTAN Floods Leave 600,000 Homeless 


A church gift of $2,500 has been forwarded by the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees of the world Council of Churches to aid victims of 
a flood in West Pakistan which this month devastated 5,000 square miles and left 
600,000 persons homeless. 


The Division appealed to eleven churches for additional help in the disaster, 
described as worse than the floods of 1955. 


Early reports from the West Pakistan Christian Council said that both the 
Ravi and Chenab rivers had flooded and affected the areas around Lahore and the 
districts of Sialkot, lyallpur, and ifultan. Hundreds of villages were completely 
washed away. The council has sent a plea for wheat, butter, oil, blankets, clothing, 
vitamins and malaria and dysentery drugs. 


First reports from the stricken area said that the Land Reclamation Project 
at Lahore was "a sorry sight, with six feet of water everywhere and all our crops 
gone ccmpletely. This damage is colossal and the need is staggering." Long-range 
help will be needed, West Pakistan church officials say, for the reconstruction 
of damaged wells, homes and churches, There was little loss of life in the area 
because the flood waters rose gradually. EeP.Se, Geneva 


PAKISTAN _ Christians Say Rights Are Being Violated 


(Lahore) = Christian leaders have charged that the civil rights of Christians in 
West Pakistan are being violated. 


Joshua Fazalud-Din, a Christian member of the ‘jest Pakistan legislative 
assembly, said he had received many reports that the enrolling staff was refusing 
to register Christians as voters for the coming general election, He quoted a 
letter from a church official in Montgomery district stating that not a single 
Christian in his village had been registered, and added that this was true in 
other places. ePeSe, Geneva 


‘im of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


os and Christian Movements. It is_therefore not.to be held responsible tor obinions exbressed in its news items. 
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COLOMBIA Government Decrees Church Rights 


(Bogota) - Interior ifinister José Maria Villareal instructed state governors on 
September 17 to extend full freedom of assembly and worship to Protestant sects 
throughout Colombia, according to a dispatch from United Press, 


At the same time, Senor Villareal also directed the governors to facilitate 
the functioning of approximately fifty Protestant churches that are inactive or 
being hindered by local difficulties in various parts of the country. 

BePeSe, Geneva 


HUNGARY Danish Bishops and Pastors Oppose Death Sentence 

The Danish Pastors! Association has sent a letter to Dr, Janos Horvath (head of 
the Hungarian Office of Church Affairs),protesting against the infliction of the sen~ 
tence of death on Pastor Lajos Gulyas of the Reformed Church of Hungary, who was 
ccndemned to death on June 10 on a charge of "counter-revolutionary activities" 
(see EPS No, 24). 


The-letter reads, "we are deeply troubled by the severe sentence passed on 
a fellow~Protestant who did ia carry arms. Our anxiety about the consequences 
which this might have on international understanding impels us to appeal to you 
personally, to do your utmost to have this sentence reconsidered." 


A similar letter was sent to Dr, Horvath by the Danish Bishops, led by Dr. 
Fuglsang-Damgaard. Protests to Budapest are also being considered by the Nor- 


wegian, Swedish and Icelandic pastors! associations, fiePede, Geneva 
AUSTRIA | Three Hundred Children Returned to Hungary 


(Vienna) - Three hundred children who fled Hungary during last autumn's revolu- 
tion have been returned to their parents in Hungary, according to a letter from 
Bishop Gerhard May, Evangelical bishop in Austria, to the Lutheran Church in 
Hungary e 


Bishop May, replying to a request from the Hungarian Peace Committee asking 
the Austrian churches to do everything possible to return the children, pointed 
out that all children whose parents sent a written request for their return have 
been sent back to Hungary. He expressed his readiness to intervene in all cases 
where parents write genuine letters, with a confirmation from their local pastor, 
The bishop agreed that many children left Hungary looking for adventure and not 
for political reasons. He said that the Austrian government has tried to see 
that the children were returned to their homes in an orderly manner and that 
the Protestant Church had tackled the problem several times. He added that the 
Austrian government had invited parents to come from Hungary, at Austria's ex- 
pense, to visit their children and decide on their future, but no parents have 
taken advantage of the offer, - or have been permitted to do so, 


At the same time, Bishop May pointed out that there are still several 
hundred children under 14 in Hungary whose parents fled to other countries and 
who do not wish to return to Hungary. "These parents are naturally longing for 
their children to be allowed to join them in Austria, or wherever they are, so 
that the families may be reunited. The International Red Cross would be prepared 
to cooperate in a plan to reunite families living both in Hungary and in other 
countries as quickly as possible," Unfortunately, he continued, the Hungarian 
government could not see its way clear to make practical agreements with the Red 
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Cross so that ciildren living in llungary could join their parerts abroad in the 
same way that the children living abroad joined their parents in Hungary. 


This month, Bishop Way and »ishop, Lajos Ordass of the Iutheran Church in 
Hungary, in Vienna on his way back from the Lutheran world Assembly in the United 
States, went to the Austrian Home Office to discuss the concern of the Hungarian 
-church with officials. EePeSs, Geneva 


INDIA Assembly Passes School Control Bill 


The Kerala Assembly has passed the bill sponsored by the Communist govem- 
ment that would place private schools in the state under state control (see EPS 
‘Nos. 33 and 34). llost of the private schools are operated by Protestant and Roman 
Catholic bodies. Christians and some Moslem and Hindu leaders attacked the bill 
as an attempt to regiment the country's educational system under a Communist 
_pattern, 


Education ifinister Joseph liundassery told the assembly that the bill was 
intended primarily to regulate teacher-management relations "so that the teacher 
may no longer be the slave of management", The measure provides not only for the 
nationalisation of private schools "where necessary", but stipulates that private 
schools permitted to continue functioning must choose their teachers from a 
government~approved list. 


The bill still has to be signed by the state governor and President Rajendra 
Prasad of India and an opponent of the bill predicted that President Prasad might 
“withhold his signature. 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy of Kerala has already announced that it will 
continue its fight against the bill. Archbishop Roumald Athaide of Agra told a 
news conference that the title of the bill should be changed to "Penal Code against 


Private Agencies in the Field of Education". HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Roman Cathclic Archbishop Chairs Meeting Addressed by 


Anglican Archbishop 


An unusual exchange of fraternal speeches between a Roman Catholic and an 
Anglican archbishop occurred at Oxford last week when the Most Rev. John Heenen, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool, chaired the opening meeting of the Inter- 
national Congress on Theology addressed by the Anglican Archbishop of York and 
Primate of All England, the Most Rev. Michael Ramsey. 


The two archbishops bowed to one another before ascending the platform to- 
gether. Dr. Ramsey, who delivered the inaugural speech on the congress's main 
theme, "The Four Gospels in 195'"', was introduced by Dr, Heenan, who said he 
regarded the opportunity to preside as a "very great honour indeed" and told the 
“congress he was "particularly pleased because Catholics and Protestants are 
assembled here not to score points off each other, nor to show how wrong the 
other is, but to demonstrate for all with eyes to see that we regard charity as 
the greatest of all virtues", 


The Archbishop of York acknowledged the introduction by calling Dr. Heenan 
Na man of charity, friendship, and of unselfish service to the good of the people. 


The congress began on September 17 and was attended by theologians from all 
parts of the world, including professors of the Roman Catholic Biblical Institute 
at Rome, BePoSe, Geneva 
oe 
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CANADA World Baptists Called to Pray for Peace 


(Hamilton) - Baptists throughout the world have been urged to join in "earnest 
and constant" prayer for peace and to continue their efforts on behalf of reli- 
gious liberty "for all men", The call was issued in a "Message to the Baptist 
Family Scattered Over the Whole Earth" by the Baptist World Alliance executive 
committee meeting in Hamilton, Ontario, 


-In the statement, the 100 Baptist leaders also "rejoiced" in the proposed 
five-year Baptist Jubilee Advance, a world programme of evangelism from 1959 to 
1964, The tenth Baptist World Congress will be held from June 26 to July 3, 1960, 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the committee announced. 


During the executive committee meeting, it was agreed to send three leading 
American physicians on a round-the-world tour of Baptist medical mission stations, 
beginning next spring. In other action the committee approved a request from Dr. 
WeL. Jarvis of Australia that a score or more outstanding ministers go to Australia 
to lead a continent-wide evangelistic campaign in 1958 or 1959, E.P.S., Geneva 


ITALY Closer Cooperation between wWaldensians and Methodists 


(Torre Pellice) - Closer fellowship with the Methodist churches in ltaly, endors= 
ed at last year's Synod of the Waldensian Church of Italy, has now been implement- 
ed by a definite "plan of cooperation", 


At its annual meeting in Torre Pellice, the Synod of the Waldensian Church 
recognised the community of faith existing between Waldensians and Methodists 
and instructed the Synod's executive (which bears the historic name of the "Tavola", 
table) to discuss practical cooperation with the standing committee of the Metho- 
dist Church, The wWaldensian proposals include: mutual recognition of ministries, 
exchange of representatives at pastors’ conferences, synods and other meetings of 
the other church, close cooperation in minority parishes, possible joint pastor- 
ates, the admission of Waldensians into Methodist church membership (and vice versa) 
where an area is served by a pastor of one church only. 


The wWaldensian Synod was told that the freedom for non-Roman Christians to 
practise their faith confimmed by the Italian Constitutional Court has greatly 
encouraged the Italian Protestants in their work (see EPS Nos. 12 and 33). Evan- 
gelistic campaigns have been planned in Milan and Turin. New premises for Pro-= 
testant services have been opened in Biella, Turin, Florence and Naples, Two new 
churches are to be built in Prali and San Secondo. In Turin a whole block of 
flats is reported to have turned to Protestantism, Ten Roman Catholic priests 
intend to join a Protestant church. 

By contrast people in the traditionally Waldensian valleys of Northern Italy 


are said to be growing less enthusiastic about the Protestant faith, Services are 
not so well attended, Very few young people apply to enter the ministry or social 


service and missionary work, eP.Se, Geneva 
“SWIT ZiRLAND Old Catholics Hold Seventeenth International Congress 


For the seventeenth time since the origin of their movement in 1872 Old 
Catholics from Europe and America met in international conference at Rheinfelden 
near Basle from September 19 to 22. The conference of Old Catholic bishops met 
at the same time, 


Dr. Urs Kiry, Bishop of the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland, reviewed 
the past activity of the quadrennial international Old Catholic congresses and 
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their future prospects. The congresses are not authoritative bodies for the Old 
Catholic movement, The conference of bishops assumes this function, However the 
congresses are considered to be representative of the life of their tradition 
and deal with ecumenical affairs and problems arising out of relationships with 
Protestant churches and Roman Catholic ecumenical circles. 


Theme of the meeting was the role of the laity in family, church and world. 
Conclusions included a statement that increasing service of the Church and the 
growth of its influence must accompany deeper grounding of the laity in the 
faith of the Church. It was decided to proceed with intensified evangelism among 
the indifferent and conduct an Old Catholic mission toward non-Christians in 
close collaboration with Anglican missionary work, 


Archbishop Andreas Rinkel of Utrecht underlined the basis of the Old 
Catholic ecumenical task as being living witness to God in Jesus Christ in 
accordance with the Catholic Faith as exemplified in the undivided Church of 
the early Christian centuries, and particularly in unity with Eastern Ortho- 
doxy and the Anglican Communion, He declared that despite present difficulties 
in ecumenical conversation the Old Catholic churches must continue to parti- 
cipate in the World Council of Churches. ( 


Press, radio and television widely reported the congress, which decided 
to set up an international Old Catholic information centre. 


In the course of the meetings, attended by delegates from Switzerland, : 
Germany, France, the Netherlands, Austria, Yugoslavia, Poland and the USA, 
solemn mass and vespers were celebrated daily. An Anglican service of Holy ‘ 
Communion was celebrated by the Bishop of Lincoln, the Right Rev. Kenneth 
Riches, as evidence of the intercommunion existing between Old Catholics and 
the Anglican Communion, 


Representatives of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the presiding bishop of | 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA, the Patriarchates of Moscow and 4 
Constantinople and of the World Council of Churches attended the sessions. i 
Greetings were received from Reformed, Lutheran and autocephalous Orthodox - ’ 
churches. Dr. B, Spuler of Hamburg spoke on the current situation of the East- | 
erm Orthodox churches and the Rev. MM. Heinz of Ziirich on trends in the Roman 
Catholic "Una Sancta" movement . 


Dr. Aed. van de Ven of Utrecht was elected president of the Congress's 
standing committee, with Professor W. MUppers of Bonn as vice-president and 
the Rev, H. Frei as secretary. It was decided to hold the next congress in iM 
the Netherlands. i 


An Anglican-Old Catholic Conference between September 16 and 18 preceded 
the congress. Various contemporary aspects of the doctrine of the eucharist 
were studied in their bearing on problems of intercommunion, It was the first ; 
such conference since the conclusion of an agreement on intercommunion between $ 


the two churches in 1931 and will be followed by others. HePeSe, Geneva 
POLAND Old Catholic Dishop Reports on Visit 


Prime Bishop Leon Grochowski of the Polish National Church in the United ‘ 
States has just visited churches in Poland, prior to attending the Quadrennial 
Congress of the Old Catholic churches in Rheinfelden, Switzerland, from Sep- 
tember 19-22, 
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In Geneva, Bishop Grochowski, and his legal adviser, A.C.}. Kanowski of 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, described the opportunity of the Old Catholic Church in 
Poland as tremendous and said the church has more than reasonable freedom to 
operate. "I think we really have a chance to build a strong church in Poland", 
Bishop Grochowski said. 


The Polish National Church, which began in Poland in 1920, has 100,000 
members in 62 parishes, served by 65 priests. The mother church, founded in the 
United States in 1897, has about 300,000 members in the U.S. and Canada and 107 
parishes, 


A monthly publication, "Poslanictwo", is issued in Poland and the church 
there also prints its own hymnals and other church literature, The U.S. branch 
publishes a weekly, "Rolaboza", with a circulation of about 6,000 and "Straz", 
with a circulation of 18,000. 


In Gereva at the same time was Bishop J. Perkala of Warsaw. 
HePeoe, Geneva 


YMCA /UNESCO Groups Study Atoms for Peace 


A YMCA/UNESCO-sponsored study group on "Atoms for Peace! in Bangalore, India, 


recently arranged an exhibit that was seen by 10,000 college and high school 
students and more than 15,000 others. The group said it had the cooperation of 
scientists, industrial leaders, social workers, the British, Canadian and Russian 


embassies, the Atomic Energy Establishment of India and the United States Informa- 


tion Service, As a result of the exhibit, old study groups were expanded and new 
ones started and more than 5,000 new sets of study material, prepared by UNESCO, 
were distributed, 


The YMCA/UNESCO study groups were launched at the UN Conference on Peaceful 
Uses of Atomic Energy in August, 1955, at Geneva and are now meeting in more 
than 20 countries. HePewe, Geneva 


In Brier 


Japan gained '75,963 Christians during 1956, according to the Japanese 
Christian Year Book just published in Tokyo. The gain brings to 583,589 the 
number of Christians in Japan, There are 322,135 Protestants, 227,063 Roman 
Catholics and 34,391 Hastern Orthodox, 
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A Religious Press Week organised by the Religious Weekly Press Group will 
be held in Great Britain from October 18 to 25. 
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The American Bible Society, Philippines Agency, has become the Philippine 
Bible House. New agency secretary is the Rev. Angel B. Taglucop, the first 
Filipino to hold the post. 

% % 

A new 77-frame colour filmstrip, “Assignment in Unity", is available for 
20 Swiss francs from the Department of Information, World Council of Churches, 
17 route de Malagnou, Geneva. The strip was produced by the Woman's Division of 
Christian Service of the Methodist Church in the USA and is subtitled, "Your 
Church and the World Council of Churches". Based in part on the slide set of the 
same title, the strip shows the history, present work and personalities of the 
wec, 
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A new series of booklets on evangelism, edited by Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, 
is being published for the World Council of Churches by the United Society for 
Christian Literature. First of the 32-page booklds is "Resurgent Religions" by 
Bishop S. Kulandran of the Church of South India. Also available is "Evanzelism 
in Latin America", an ecumenical survey by Dr. Rudolf Obermuller, professor at the 
Evangelical and Lutheran Faculty in Buenos Aires. 
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Three books will be published as a follow-up of the North American Conference 
on Faith and Order held this month in Oberlin, Ohio (see EPS Nos. 34, 35). "The 
Nature of the Unity We Seek" will be edited by Dr. Paul S. Minear, the second 
volume, containing a study course for local churches based on conference discus- 
sions, will be edited by the Rev. George L. Hunt, and the third book will be a 
symposium including articles by ten or twelve contributors, edited by Dr. d. 
Robert Nelson, dean of Vanderbilt University Divinity School and former secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches! Department of Faith and Order, 
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Many Arkansas ministers have denounced the action of Governor Orval E. Faubus 
in calling out the National Guard to prevent racial integration in little Rock's 
Central High School, At the same time, it has become known that Arkansas Congress- 
man Brooks Hayes, who is president of the Southern Baptist Convention, was respon~ 
sible for arranging the conference between the defiant governor and President 
Eisenhower, Since their meeting, Congressman Hayes has been reported to be in 
almost constant conference with the governor, The troops were ordered withdrawn 
on September 20. ilinisters denouncing the governor's action include sixteen little 
Rock clergymen; Presbyterian ministers in Huntsville, the governor's home towns 
and tiethodist ministers attending a state-wide pastors! school. 
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More than 200 persons attended a service in Macao, China, on September 2, 
marking the 150th anniversary of the arrival in ilacao Roads of Robert Morrison, 
first Protestant missionary to China and Chinese scholar. 
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The week of September 20 marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the consecra- 
tion to the episcopate of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most kev. Geoffrey 
Francis Msher, Dr. Fisher's first term of episcopal office was as Bishop of 
Chester, He was named to his church's highest post in 1945. The archbishop was one 
of the first presidents of the World Council of Churches and is a member of the 
wWCC's Central Committee. 
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After three special meetings, the Consistory of the Protestant Church of 
Geneva has suggested that Swiss military penal law should provide alternative 
civilian service for bona fide conscientious objectors. The suggestion is in 
line with repeated approaches to the Swiss Federal government by the national 
Protestant Federation. 
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A Roman Gatholic church built in the form of a Hindu temple was recently 
consecrated in Bombay. The cross above the cupola and a few statues on the roof 
are the only indications that it is a Christian church, "The building is an ex- 
pression of efforts to make external forms of church life reflect the old culture 
of India", ‘says the Austrian weekly paper "Der Volksbote". 
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Churches in Basle, Switzerland, have collected over 4,000 Swiss francs 
(approximately 1,000 dollars) to aid unemployed Christian youth in Malabar, India, 
The collection coincided with Basle"s 2000th anniversary celebrations in late 
August. The gifts will be transmitted through Swiss Evangelical "Hilfswerk" and 
the world Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
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The Baptist Union of Rio de la Plata has advocated separation of church and 
state in Argentina. The Baptists asked for the subject to be discussed by the 
national constitutive assembly which is to meet shortly to revise the Argentinian 
Constitution of 1853, revoked by the Peron government, 
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Seventy churchmen from Eastern and western Europe have conferred at Iserlohn, : 
Westphalia, on "The Lordship of Christ over Church and State", The mesting, de- i 
Signed as an encounter between representatives of larger churches and the "historic 
peace churches!" (Quakers, Brethren, Mennonites) reviewed Christian pronouncements 
on war and peace, Most of the participants are active in Christian work for peace, 
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In an article called "The Orthodox Church and Christian Unity" the Catholic i 
International Press Agency, KIPA, of Fribourg (Switzerland) has said that the re- i 
union of the "eastern Orthodox Christians" with Rome would "create a strong bul~ 2 
wark against Islam and Communism". The article declares that there are many signs 
that the Pope may succeed in bridging the schism which took place 900 years ago i 
between the Eastern Church and Rome, 

3 


sk 
ae 
oe 


Dr. Heinrich Held, president of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, has i 
died in Dusseldorf shortly before his 60th birthday. In recent years he had been a i 
prominent advocate of ecumenical contacts between churches in East and West, He- 
was among instigators of the "Conference of European Churches" at Liselund, Den- 
mark, in May 1957 and a delegate at this year's linneapolis Assembly of the 
lutheran World Federation, Under the National Socialist régime in Germany, Pastor 
Held was active in the Confessing Church, He was the first Protestant pastor to 
be arrested in 1933, when he protested against the appointment of state ecclesias- 
tical commissioners in the biinistry of Home Affairs, 


The transit camp for refugees at Friedland, near Hanover, Germany, where the 
German lvangelical "Hilfswerk" organisation has extensive work, is to be enlarged. 
Transports of refugees from the eastern provinces formerly owned by Germany are 
reaching Friedland three times a week, Eight thousand newcomers arrive every month. 
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The Rev, Wilbert Gough, pastor of the "Gilbart Memorial First Baptist" Pro~ 
testant Church, risked his life to save the consecrated elements in the Roman 
Catholic church of St. Peter at Mount Clemens (lichigan, USA), when it caught fire, 
He succeeded in saving the elements just before the tower collapsed. The church 
was completely destroyed. a 
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The Rev. James P, Claypool, director of Korea Church world Service, has been 
elected chairman of the Korean Association of Voluntary Agencies, KAVA is made up - 
of 54 organisations doing health, education and welfare work in Korea, if 

BePeSe, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Churchmen Continue to Protest against Racial Incidents 


With school integration in little Rock's troubled Central High School enter- 
ing its second week, Southern church leaders - clergymen and laymen - continue to 
oppose the action of Arkansas Governor Orval E. Faubus, 


Forty members of the Little Rock and North Little Rock Council of Church Women 
adopted a resolution saying they were "shocked and dismayed at Governor Faubus' use 
of troops to defy the order of the federal court instead of upholding the law of 
the land, The women said the tense situation at Central High School would not- 
have arisen if the school board had been allowed to "carry out its plan for com- 
pliance with the law", 


The use of the Arkansas National Guard to halt integration was also condemned 
by the Hot Springs Ministerial Alliance in a resolution signed by all white ministers. 
The group voted to invite Negro pastors to an October 14 meeting to discuss a pro- 
posal for consolidating the white and Negro ministerial groups. 


Preaching in Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in little Rock, Dean Charles A, 
Higgins said that if Christ visited Little Rock "He might see a situation similar 
to the one He faced in Galilee", 


The Board of Managers of the United Church Women of Arkansas said that four 
pre-segregation laws enacted by the state legislature this year "are embittering 
and are delaying adjustments which eventually must and should be made, We believe 
in the right of persons to disagree", the women said, "but no state has the power 
to enact laws which limit the God-given rights of the individual." They expressed 
their "great concern over recent events which have taken place in our statel, 


Meanwhile, Governor Faubus took note of the criticism of the church leaders 
and defended his action, adding that "it is true that some ministers have criticised 
me, but these same ministers would have been the first to condemn me for not having 
the courage to carry out my sworn duty to preserve the peace", The governor said 
he is not opposing integration as such and pointed out that at least seven public 


im of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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school districts in Arkansas are integrated, "We have integrated all state 
colleges", he said, "The University has been integrated for some time, we feel 
we have made progress, and this past, week - while all this was going on in Little 
Rock « three more schools were integrated." (His son, Farrell, has entered an 
integrated school — Arkansas Tech.) 


In other developments on the changing racial scene in the United States: 


Twenty-six Florida Methodist clergymen and laymen met in Daytona Beach for an 
interracial leadership conference. Discussion topics included "The Scientific 
Approach to Human Relations", "The Official Position of the Methodist Church", 
and "The Changing Situation in Florida and the Methodist Responsibility in light 
of the Facts", 


The Catawba Presbytery of the Fresbyterian Church USA "deplored" incidents t 
which led to the withdrawal of a 15-year-old Negro girl from a previously all- 
white high school in Charlotte, North Carolina. 


The Birmingham (Alabama) presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(Southern) expressed deep regret over recent "inflamatory incidents" between 
whites and Negroes and called upon its members and Christians of all denomina- 
tions "to join in a united approach to this common problem". 


First Presbyterian Ghurch in Chicago, the city's oldest Protestant church, 
Will have two ministers - one white and one Negro - starting October 20. This 
month, Normal Park Baptist Church, Chicago, held its first integrated service 4 
under two new co-ministers, one Negro and the other white. 


Dr. Charles M. Sexton, a Negro, has been named pastor of the all-white 
Methodist church in Champlin, liinnesota, Until last December Dr, Sexton was 
pastor of Border Methodist Church, a Negro congregation which merged with Henne- 
pin Avenue Methodist Church in linneapolis, a previously all-white congregation. E 

BPO, Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Archbishop on Old Catholics! Ecumenical Task 


Archbishop Andreas Rinkel of Utrecht has outlined what he believes to be 

the task of the Old Catholic churches within the ecumenical movement, Addressing 

the Old Catholic Congress held at Rheinfelden, Switzerland (see UPS No. 36), the 
archbishop said that, from the point of view of a Catholic, the quest for unity 

was the fundamental task of the World Council of Churches. He referred gratefully 

to the "amazing developments" in inter-church aid and the work of the Comission 

of the Churches on International Affairs since 1940, but declared that "the x 
simple believer" expects the ecumenical movement to serve the One Holy Church. 


In an analysis of the basis of the world Council of Churches = "a fellow- 
ship of churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour" - the 
Old Catholic leader called for further definition of what the phrase means. He 
said he agreed that "Jesus Christ is at the centre of the movement", but believed 
the present basis should be "developed in the sens of the Nicene creed", or 
“otherwise it was liable to be treated as only a diplomatic formula", 


The primary task of making the reality of the One Holy Catholic Church 
visible is in danger of being pushed into the background and being remitted to 
the Faith and Order Department as a single section of the WCC, in Archbishop 
Rirkel's view. "For the Old Catholic, Faith and Order-is the most important 
section", he told the congress. "We profit from inter-church aid, but we can 
contribute to Faith and Order by holding fast to the Catholic tradition", he said. 
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"fe must see that the primary calling of the ecumenical movement does not get 
side-tracked, and that it does not become a pan-protestant movement", he warned. 


Archbishop Rinkel claimed that the Old Catholic must "want the Protestant 
to return to the. pre-reformation Church", but in spite of regretting the Re- 
formation, the Old Catholic had "gratefully to acknowledge that it is thanks to 
this breach that he has found his own way back." He said the Catholic was still 
"learning daily from the Reformation", 


Among practical problems calling for more consideration by his communion, 
Dr. Rinkel emphasised intercommunion. He urged closer study of the Church of 
South India, the negotiations between Anglican and Presbyterian churches in 
England and Scotland, and intercommmnion agreements between Anglicanism and 
the churches of Scandinavia. "We are not justified in giving a categorical 'no', 
he declared, reviewing the South India "assumption of the episcopal office in 
the form practised in the episcopal church and the consecration of priests by 
the bishops ~ a sort of long-range catholicising". He said there was a deeper 
motive than "simply to make a theological inquiry into the absolute purity of 
the ministry and the genuine catholicity of the Church" and that this motive 
was 'to discover God's purpose for His Church, and what He want us to do". 


"JT am not saying that I personally agree with this way", the archbishop 
observed, "I only want to ask whether it is not possible with God to bring about 


perfection through what is imperfect." BePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Werld Service Leader Criticises Immigration Bill 


The emergency immigration bill passed by the U.S. Congress is a "sad let- 
down for the more than 30,000 Hungarians now in the United States, according 
to Dr. R. Norris Wilson, executive director of Church world Service, Because 
Congress failed to amend present laws and practices, the Hungarian refugees may 
be deported at any time, he said, 


"We welcomed these courageous people, and the government gave-them the 
doubtful status of 'parolees', But as parolees these young people -— the flower 
of their nation's youth - have no rights whatever. And according to present 
laws they are in danger of being seized and deported at any time." 


Dr. Wilson said that 6,000 refugees had been resettled in the U.S. through 
Church World Service, and consequently the organisation is "deeply concerned at 
the deportation threat that hangs over their heads, The position in which the 
United States has put the Hungarian refugees is in fact un-American and untenable. 
We can only hope that the Congress very early in the next session will take steps 
necessary to correct this ambiguous status of the Hungarian parolees and give 


them their ordinary, common rights." HePeSe, Geneva 
EGY PL Nasser Told of "Discrimination against Christians" 


(The Hague) - Christians in Egypt have protested to President Nasser against an 
alleged "policy of discrimination and injustice" which is aimed against them. The 
Catholic Press Bureau in Holland (K.N.P.) states that representatives of the 
Coptic Patriarchate, of the Patriarchate of the Uniate Church and representatives 
of Egyptian Protestantism have sent a joint letter to the Egyptian president, 
condemning unlawful acts involving discrimination against Christians, The protest 
was made "in the name of freedom, equality and human dignity, which are guaranteed 
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by the laws of God, the Declaration of Human Rights and the revolutionary bases 
of the Egyptian State', 


Egyptian Christians complain especially about restrictions which virtually 
prevent any new church building being erected. They protest because church 
marriage laws are disregarded, Christian schools are being closed, Christians are 
being removed from the governing bodies of Christian schools, and there is dis- 
crimination against Christians who apply for state positions and posts in private 
business, 


Other grievances are that Christians have been ignored in the distribution 
of land under the new agrarian reform, Christian broadcasts on the Egyptian radio 
have virtually stopped, church property has begun to be confiscated, and changes 


in the law menace the social work of the churches. BeP.eSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Roman Catholic View of Faith and Order Conference 


A Roman Catholic observer has commented that although the denominations re- 
presented at the North American Faith and Order Conference in Oberlin, Ohio, 
last month, did not move closer to the Roman Catholic Church, "yet we can bear 
witness to the Pope's dictum that in the ecumenical movement, there is a mani- 
festation of the inspiration from the Holy Ghost", 


This is the opinion of a Roman Catholic unofficial observer at the Oberlin 
conference (see EPS Nos. 34, 35), Father Gustave Weigel, theology professor from 
Woodstock (Maryland) College. An interview with Father Weigel and Father John 
Sheerin, who also was an observer at the conference, was published in the Sep- 
tember 13 issue of "Catholic Universe Bulletin". 


Father Weigel said that "no new approach to the position of the Catholic 
church was achieved" but that "there is a great degree of unity in the language 
used!, He noted that "the language is closer to the language which would be 
used by Catholics. Unfortunetely one gets the impression that the understanding 
of this language is not at all identical in the different users." 


The priest said he "felt not only a 'timidity' by the delegates about being 
precise, but actually a preference 'to keep the words fluid', hoping that in time 
a more precise meaning can be attached, From the Catholic point of view, accord- 
ing to Father Weigel, "the basic difficulty seems to be that all the participants 
in the conference take it for granted that they are in the Church of Jesus Christ". 
This position is denied by Catholics, "yet this basic question is never faced 
openly and directly". 


Commenting on the article, the Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal 
bishop of Washington, D.C., and chairman of the conference, said that ecumenical 
leaders have understood "with sorrow the unreadiness of the Roman Catholic 
Church to enter into the discussion, lest the position of the church.be com- 
promised, Therefore, we are happy that even this measure of unofficial presence 
has been made possible... We are hopeful that such attendance will be repeated. 
We are perfectly sure that reconciliation can never be effected by people who 


never meet,!! HeP.S., Geneva 
CANADA Anglican and United Church Leaders Prepare Union Plan 


Anglican and United Church of Canada leaders have prepared an outlined a 
‘union scheme, according to a report made by Anglican Bishop John H. Dixon to the 
executive council of his church's General Synod, He said that the plan would not 
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be given any publicity until it has been studied by a group of Anglican theolo- 
gians, After that, he said, the scheme will be published unofficially and cir- 
culated as widely as possible. 


Bishop Dixon said that there is "a terrible apathy" among many members of 
the Anglican Church of Canada in regard to union. "There is even a lack of any 
sense of sin about this apathy", he told the council. 


Later, Bishop Godfrey P. Gower declared that the union would "centre around 
the rock of the episcopacy and might founder on it", But, he continued, the 
Anglican Church must be "clear and honest about this issue because otherwise 
talks with other churches might go on and on and get nowhere". E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY _ Church Buildings Seen as "Quiet Zones"! 


(Berlin) - A Hamburg architect, Mr. Gerhard Langmaack, who has designed a number 
of contemporary churches, has urged city planners of the future to think of 
church buildings as quiet zones, "islands of peace", and to make special pro- 
vision for them. 


He told 800 architects attending the ninth Conference for Protestant Church 
Architecture, meeting in Berlin (see EPS No. 31), that domestic architecture had 
already moved in this direction. The trend was to place houses where people could 
live in peace and quiet, away from places of work, education and entertainment, 
Church buildings, he declared, should form similar centres for meditation and 
unhurried meeting between people. Town planning should be seen by the churches- 
as an opportunity for active steps to achieve this goal, according to Mr, Lang- 
maack, who said church participation in long-range projects could lead to "a new 
positive attitude toward the Christian task in the world", 


The conference was attended by participants from Germany, Sweden, Holland, 
Switzerland and Italy. Its working committee, directed by Dr. Oskar Sdhngen of 
Berlin, publishes the periodical "Kunst und Kirche! (Art and the Church). 

BeP.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


A Baptist Union of Italy has been formed, placing the administration of 
Italian Baptist cooperative affairs almost entirely in the hands of Italian 
churchmen, The new union consists of 57 churches and 41 preaching stations. 
Baptist work was begun in Italy in 1863 by English missionaries, who were follow- 
ed by Southern Baptists (USA) in 1870. 


An editorial in the Colombia liberal newspaper, "El Tiempo", has hailed 
Interior Minister Jose llaria Villareal's assurance that Protestant groups will 
have full freedom of assembly and worship (see EPS No. 36). The paper said that 
"the whole world knows that the great majority of Colombians are Catholics", but 
it"should be made equally clear that any Colombian also has a perfect right to 
be an Anabaptist, a Brahman, a Presbyterian or a Suddhist",. 


% % 
Professor Joseph Szczepkowski was elected superintendent of the Methodist 
Church in Poland at its Annual Conference last month, Twenty-one candidates for 


the ministry were ordained by Bishop Ferdinand Sigg, of Zurich, Switzerland, who 
was making a fraternal visit to Poland. 
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A six-member Mennonite Central Committee agricultural and medical team has 
opened a rehabilitation project at ''obelo'on the island of Halmahera, one of the 
"spice islands" of northeast Indonesia. The Christian community on Halmahera, 
made up of a third of the island's population, is an outgrowth of work by Dutch 
missionaries begun in 1866. Nov independent, the 35,000-member Christian church 
of Halmahera/Morotai appealed to the Indonesian Council of Churches for help, 
and the arrangement wi-th the Mennonites was worked out, 
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During the next nine months, the Rev. Eberhard Bethge, for many years in 
charge of the German Evangelical community at Forest Hill, London, will be at 
Harvard University in the United States, collating letters and memoranda of the 
late Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was executed for his part in the wartime plot to 
overthrow Hitler, Pastor Bethge, a colleague of Bonhoeffer, has already edited 
various posthumous publications of the German leader, 


* 


Delegates to the fourteenth General Assembly of the United Student Christian 
Council, meeting in Wooster, Ohic, urged President Eisenhower to declare an 18- 
month moratorium on atomic weapons testing. The resolution was in response to a 
letter from Japanese student Christians requesting that the USCC seek to end the 
testing of atomic weapons. The resolution pledged the students to work for a 
permanent end to the tests. Two officials of the World Council of Churches 
addressed the delegates - Dr, /.4. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary, and the 
Rev. Philip Potter of the Youth Department. 


% % 


Additional gifts to aid victims of a disastrous flood in West Pakistan (see 
EPS No. 36) have been forwarded to the area by the Division of Inter-Church Aid - 
and Service to Refugees of the iJorld Council of Churches. Churches in the Nether~- 
lands have sent $2,000, the United Kingdom, $1,400, Sweden, $1,970, New Zealand, 

. $1,000, In addition, Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., has shipped 40 tons of cottonseed oil, 
valued at $16,000, medicines worth $5,000 and blankets valued at $2,600, The 
flood left 600,000 persons homeless and devastated 5,000 square miles of land, 


ca 


An international Comenius Conference attended by 50 scholars from many 
countries was recently held in Prague to study the life and work of the great 
17th century theologian and educationist Johann Amos Comenius. 


%% % 


In Sofia, Patriarch Cyril of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria and Patriarch 
Alexius of Moscow have signed a joint appeal calling for the prohibition of the 
manufacture, use and testing of atomic weapons. They affirm that until this aim is 
attained, the production of atom-bombs and further atom-bomb testing should be 


stopped. 
x % 


A delegation of Hungarian Protestants is visiting Protestant churches in 
China, at the invitation of the "Three-Self-—Movement" within the churches, which 
aims at independence and self-—support. 
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Fifty students, both men and women, from the USA will spend a month working 
in German Protestant hospitals, and in building chapels, churches and youth 
homes as a form of social service. The work is being done out of "gratitude to 
the great country of Christian social service" and without financial help from 
Germany. Funds for their travel and accommodation have been contributed by 
churches in America, 
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Forty Christians who attended the "Third world Conference against Atomic 
and Hydrogen Bombs, and for Disarmament" in Tokio (August 6-16) appealed to 
Christians all over the world "to oppose the manufacture and use of all weapons 
of mass destruction in their countries, and to support one another in this common 
task", The appeal, which follows up previous statements of the Japanese churches 
and the Evangelical Church in Germany to the problem of atomic weapons, is signed 
by Dr. Michio Kozaki (president of the National Christi an Council of Japan), by 
Toyohiko Kagawa and other leaders. 
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The National Evangelical Convention of Mexico, which includes Congregation- 
alists, Reformed, Baptists, Methodists, Disciples, Episcopalians, Nazarenes and 
Penteccstalists, is holding its sixtieth annual rally from October 1-6 in Veracruz. 
This year's theme is "The Task of Evangelism - Christ's Commission", and evening 
evangelistic meetings centre around the slogan "Pray together, Help Each Other, 
Cooperate". 
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The Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, has spoken "very positively of the 
results of the recent latheran World Federation Assembly in Minneapolis", accord= 
ing to Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, LiF executive secretary, Dr. Lund-Quist officially 
notified the Missouri Synod of the Federation's "hope" that it will reconsider 
an invitation to join the LWF. He reported that he expects the synod's unity 
committee to re-examine its stand opposing membership. HePeSe, Geneva 
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Other speakers at the anniversary service included Bishop H. Sumitra, modera~ 
tor of the church, and Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, deputy moderator, 
E.P.S., Geneva 


INDTA Christians Urged to Be Patient Over Burning of Mission 


(New Delhi) - Indian Christians have been urged to have "patience, hope and 
humility" and 'not to get agitated" over the recent anti-missionary demonstration 
in Raipur when a Hindu mob burned an American Protestant mission centre (see EPS 
No, 35). The plea was made by the executive committee of the National Missionary 
Society of India, an interdenominational group, which urged Christians to "do 
everything peacefully and lawfully". 


Following the meeting, committee members met with Prime Minister Jawaharial 
Nehru to discuss church matters, Methodist Bishop 5.K. Mondol of Hyderabad told 
bir, Nehru that Christians would "forgive those who wronged them at Raipur. 


During the forty-minute meeting, Mr. Nehru commented that since independence, 
many forces, "good and bad, had been let loose in the country. Since independence, 
he said, the number of foreign missionaries sent to India by "regular! churches Ki 
has decreased, while those sent by "irregular" churches had increased. i 


The Prime Minister told the churchmen that Indians in the north have the 
impression that the British brought Christianity to India. Actually, he said, it 
was brought to the country in the first century. "Christianity is thus a religion 


of India", he added. HeP.oe, Geneva ! 
KOREA Presbyterian Church in Korea backs world Council 


(Pusan) - The forty-second General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Korea A 
unanimously approved a report expressing continued support and confidence in the 
world Council of Churches. At the same time, the Assembly said it opposed those 
in the ecumenical movement who are working towards "uniting all denominations 
and forming one single Church", t 


'There are two trends of thought among Christians who are promoting the 
ecumenical movement", the Assembly said. "Those who work towards... one single 
Church and... those who work towards the object of cooperation among the churches 
in friendship and service. In regard to the ecumenical movement as concerned 
with friendship and cooperation, in the past as in the present we have been and 
are taking part and we shall continue to take part. But in regard to the ecumeni- 
cal movement which aims at one single Church, we definitely oppose it." : 


The church is a member of the world Council of Churches, HePeoe, Geneva 
j 
UNITED STATES National Council Commends Eisenhower's School Stand . 


(New York) - President Eisenhower's action to uphold Federal law in the integra- 
tion crisis in little Rock, Arkansas, has been commended by the General Board 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The 250-member policy-making board, meeting this month in New York, approved 
a telegram sent to President Eisenhower on October 1 by NCC President Eugene 
Carson Blake. The wire, without mentioning little Rock, commended the President's 
steps in “upholding the decisions of the federal courts" and cited the need to } 
preserve law and order, ‘ 


i tei 
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The board also reiterated the NCC!s opposition to racial segregation and 
expressed its thanks that persons “impelled by the mandate of the Gospel of 
Christ are standing for justice along with reconciliation", 


Earlier, léaders of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the United: 
Presbyterian Church addressed a letter to ministers, members and fellow Chris- 
tians in the Little Rock area, pledging support "as you ccntinue your witness 
for Jesus Christ". The message said that when Little Rock churchmen "recently 
brought Christians of both races together to share their faith and wisdom, when 
you went to the scene of violence and stood with those who were the object of 
hatred, when you spoke out clearly and boldly for the right, you were acting 
out the Gospel of Reconciliation," 


Leaders of Methodist women in Little Rock received a telegram from the 
executive committee of the Woman's Division of Christian Service of the Methodist 
Church, meeting in New York, The telegram asked the Little Rock ilethodist women ; 
to continue efforts "to create a climate where all people will be free and equal , 
and where none will suffer rejection". 


A number of Little Rock pastors have led their congregations in prayer for 
peaceful integration, while fifteen members of the session of Westover Hills : 
Presbyterian church ran an advertisement in the Arkansas Gazette, calling upon 
church and civic organisations to "give urgent consideration to the threat to 
the peace of this community" resulting from the school integration controversy. 

The advertisement was in the form of a "Prayer for Christian Action". 


In Washington, D.C., the Rev. Clarence Jordan, director of the interracial 
Koinonia farm at Americus, Georgia, said that church members who criticise racial 
violence but give silent consent to the intense prejudice which lies at the root 
of it are more to be feared in the South's present crisis than violent, law- ; 
defying mobs, Addressing religious leaders at a day-long forum on race relations, 
Mr. Jordan said he would rather face "the frantic, childish mob, even with their 
shotguns and buggy whips, than the silent, insidious mob of good church people 
who give assent to boycott and subtle psychological warfare. I say to the Chris- 
tian clergy of America in this hour of turmoil, either stand up and be counted 


or sit down and be counted." . E.PeSe, Geneva 
Ces Church Again Actively Opposing Youth Dedications 


The German evangelical churches have come out strongly against a wave of 
propaganda in East Germany (DUR) aimed at recruiting youth throughout the country a. 
for the annual "youth dedication" ceremonies arranged by the Communist govern- 
ment. 


The state-sponsored ceremonies are held every spring at the same time as g 
confirmation. This year's preparation has been ushered in by a speech from East A) 
German vice-president Walter Ulbricht, indicating that all boys and girls leav- 
ing school are expected to participate "irrespective of their parents! views and 
of the ideology in which they have been brought up". Accompanying publicity has 
emphasised that the ceremony tries only to strengthen the "social consciousness" 
of young people and is therefore compatible with church confirmation vows, but 
this year, in opening the youth dedication drive for 1958 at the end of September, 
vice-president Ulbricht sharply attacked the Church. "Are young people trained to 
think freely and independently", he asked, "when their confirmation classes force 
them to believe that they were created by supernatural beings?" 


Y 


i 
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On previous occasions Herr Ulbricht had given assurances that "people with 
religious susceptibilities" would not, be hurt. This year, however, he went on to 
say that "scientific explanation and the discoveries of great research workers 
and scientists must not be smothered under a lot of old-fashioned cant", 


The churches have been opposed to the dedication ceremonies from their in- 
ception. They say they are rocted in free thought, definitely secular and usually 
dialectical materialist in outlook, Church ordinances bar children who have 
taken part in the ceremonies from being confirmed. 


This year, asaresult of discussion in their regular meeting in Berlin at 
the beginning of October, the official conference of regional evangelical churches 
in East Germany decided to take action against vice-president Ulbricht's speech 
Similar discussions at the council meeting of the Evangelical Church of the Union 
(EKU), also held in Berlin in October, confirmed the stand against the dedica- 
tions taken in previous years. 


Leaders of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD), which 
includes the Saxon, Thuringiian and Mecklenburg churches from the Bast, met at 
Hanover on October 4 and noted "with deep concern" that the Ulbricht speech had 
created a new situation for the East German churches. They said it meant that 
"the struggle against the Christian faith among youth is proclaimed as a concern 
of the state", Declaring that "the Church has no objection to a youth dedication 
for those who want to take it", they described "the proposed intervention of the 
state in compelling children to attend the youth dedication" as "infringing the 
freedom of faith and conscience guaranteed by the constitution of the German 


Democratic Republic". B.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Sixth Bossey Graduate School Opens 


Forty students from fifteen nations and nine denominations are participat- 
ing in the sixth Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, which opened on October 
2 at the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, just outside 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


This year's session will focus attention on the responsible use of power 
and authority and on the missionary task of the Church. A special study will be 
made of the beliefs and practices of the Baptist denomination and the meaning 
of baptism for the unity of the Church. 


Students enrolled in the school represent Presbyterian and Reformed, Anglican, 


Disciples, Orthodox, lutheran, Congregational, the Evangelische Gemeinschaft and 
United churches. Nine of the students come from the United States, four from 
Holland and four from Great Britain, Other countries represented are Germany, 
Australia, Canada, Greece, Korea, Brazil, Ethiopia, Formosa, France, Ghana, Ice- 
land, India and Finland. 


The students, joined by world Council staff members and University of Gere va 
officials, gathered in Bossey's small stone chapel for the opening worship ser- 
vice and heard a sermon by Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
Jorld Council of Churches. He told the students that "our search for unity is 
not in vain" because the "oneness of the Church is so obviously testified to in 
the New Testament for all who believe in Jesus Christ", But he warned the students 
that their differences would have to be faced, and "at times it will not be 
easy", H.P.S., Geneva 
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INDIA Bishop of Madras Speaks on Missions and the Church Hl 


_A call for a new unity, a new evangelistic approach and a new laity has been 
made by the Bishop of Madras, the Rt. Rev. D. Chellapa, writing in the "British 
weekly", 


Looking at the fact that the “Foreign Missionary Era" has gone, Bishop 
Chellapa points out that this post-mission stage is a transitory one, "a stage 
always attended with irritation and even losses... There is at present no cut 
and dried answer," 


In ecumenical gatherings, Bishop Chellapa says, the "younger" churches are 
sometimes "found fault with for desiring unity for pragmatic reasons. 1 am un- a 
repentant in my desire for the unity of Christians in India for such reasons ~ ‘) 
among others! ...1t is well to bear in mind that the Christian community in India ! 
is comparable rather to the Church of the New Testament, in its pagan pre-Chris- 
tian setting, than to the Reformation churches of the West in their Christian- 
or post-Christian setting. It is monstrous that foreign funds and foreign pere 
sonnel should be employed in bolstering up and even in strengthening the innumerable 
divisions in the Christian body, when the leaders of the nation are pleading for 
national unity. Missionaries who cannot transcend national and denominational 
barriers and confessional imperialisms are a menace to Christian and to national 
unity alike," 


At the same time, Bishop Chellapa points out, the church needs a new evan— | 
gelistic approach because we have "too long taken the line of least resistance ee: 
and concentrated on the untouchables, and, while reaping a rich and satisfying : 
harvest among them, we have tended to neglect the middle, not to say. the upper 
classes, and the intellectuals in general." 


The church in India is handicapped by its professionalism and by its slavish 
reproduction of an ecclesiastical set-up evolved against a different and eco- 
nomically more prosperous background, the bishop says, stressing the fact that 
"what we need today is not more ministers, but good laymen, where they are, doing 
God's work... by the earnest application of Christian standards to their day-to- 
day work," 


Bishop Chellapa lists the qualifications of a missionary in India today - 
ecumenism, discipline, self-effacement, the spirit of adventure - and asks if this 
means that the missionary is an anachronism, "Far from it", he answers, In some 
respects the missionary situation is even more hopeful today, he says, because 
Christianity "is no longer identified with the ruling race or with the state or 
with western culture and civilisation, In one sense, the non-national is more 
truly freed than the national! Christianity can now be heard on its own merits." 

ieP.S., Geneva 


Seen NY October 27 Is Kirchentag Sunday 


Kirchentag meetings in Germany this year will end in Berlin on October 27, 
when three thousand delegates from Western and Easter Germany will report on 
the summer's Kirchentag work in their own provincial churches, Theme of the 
reports is "The Lordship of God in a Divided iJorld", October 27 has been designat-~ 
ed as Kirchentag Sunday, 1957, and special closing services will be held in 
several churches in East and West Berlin on the subject, "God is Our Lord and 
Man Is Our Brother", On the same day, all Protestant churches in Easter and 


eee ee 
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jesterm Germany will be holding services centring around the theme of this year's 
Kirchentag, "The Lord He Is God", 


No large Kirchentags were held, as in former years, but during summer and 
autumn about 30 smaller Kirchentags have been held throughout Germany on a 
provincial or local scale, Meeting places have included Hamburg, Braunschweig, 
Cleve, Erfurt, Leipzig, Ulm and Saarbrticken, Originally the Ki rchentag was 
scheduled to be held in Thuringia but was cancelled because of political circum~ i 
stances (see EPS No. 17). if 


The largest of the regional Kirchentags was at Essen, in the Ruhr, The dis- bh, 
cussions were attended by 30,000 people, divided into four study groups, Despite BY 
the wind and rain the closing meeting was attended by 60,000 people and heard i 
an address by Pastor Bengt-Thure Molander, executive secretary of the Youth De-= i 
partment of the world Council of Churches. 


One morning discussions were arranged in the secondary schools of Essen, 
where school boys and girls talked with’ churchmen under the heading "Youth Asks - 
the Church Answers". In the study group entitled "Child without Childhood", the 
problem of the working mothers, which is particularly acute in the Ruhr district, 
was discussed. One conclusion: "In 50 years! time industry will have given up 
employing mothers, just as a hundred years ago it had to give up employing 
children whose work was at that time considered absolutely indispensable," 

BePeSe, Geneva 


Anniversary of Telephone litinistries in Europe 
A ICR ALO AR sLepnone Ministmes an surops * 


(Berlin) - Hardly had the new phone ministry become known, before despairing | 
people began ringing up, to get a word of human understanding". That is how Dr. t 
Klaus Thomas, a pastor in Berlin, describes the opening of the Telephone 
Ministry in Berlin just one year ago (see EPS No. 3). "The office in a small 

private flat has been replaced by premises in the busy centre of Berlin... The 

concern to save people from taking the ultimate step in despair has developed 

into trained, active counsel which is very often successful in the innumerable 
troubles and difficulties which beset people, especially in cities... family 
conflicts, difficulties in obtaining jobs and accommodation, or permits to live 

ayia cavy full ‘of -refugees...". 


The phone number of Saint Luke's Society, which looks after people who are 
in despair, is dialled by about 30 people a day. The centre has given advice 
and practical help in over 2,000 cases, 300 sick people have received medical 
attention, and answers have been written to 750 letters received from all over 
West Germany. 


Pastor Heimer Virkhunen reports on a similar ministry in Helsinki, After a fe 
short while he had to engage twelve assistants, in order to deal with all the ' 
phone calls he received, The questions people raise are not always religious3 
most of them are personal or financial. 


Telephone ministries of this kind now exist in many cities in America and 
Europe besides Helsinki and Berlin, for instance in Copenhagen and Stockholm. 
A similar service will shortly be started in Zurich by the city mission. y 


In the USA, Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell,of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, records a daily message, which is played automatically to inquirers who 
dial a special number, H.P.Se, Geneva 
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LEBANON Near Hast Sunday School Curriculum Conference 


Seventeen delegates from six nations of the Near East met near Beirut, 
Lebanon, in a Clrriculum Conference and Jorkshop, from August 19 to September 4, 
to make plans for Arabic and Armenian Evangelical Sunday school materials. They 
completed a syllabus of three-year, undated, cycle-graded lessons. These will be 
for beginners, primary, junior and intermediate departments of the Sunday schools 
of the Middle East. The conference was sponsored by the world Ccuncil of Chris- 
tian Hducation and Sunday School Association. 


Editor of the new curriculum will be the Rev. Dr. Fahim Boutros Al-Akhadary, 
of Aswan, Egypt. He will work closely with an eleven-member editorial board re~ 
presentative of churches and countries of the region, and also for the two Sunday 
school organisations serving there. The delegates to the conference were confirm— 
ed by their own synods or churches after appointment by the Egypt~Sudan School 
Union or the Bible Lands Union for Christian Education. 


First lessons are to go into use in January, 1960. Teachers! manuals and 
pupils! books are projected, These will go to local churches six months in 
advance of time of use. 


There will be a guide book for teachers, a song book for children, visual 
aids and possible courses in theological seminaries of Cairo and Beirut on the 
new lessons, Main office for production and distribution of these materials will 
be the Ezbekiah Mission Building in Cairo. HePsSe, Geneva 


Dr, Stewart Herman of New York, director of the lutheran iforld Federation's 
Committee on Latin America, is the new president of the Conference of Non-Govern- 
mental Organisations Interested in Migration. Dr, Herman, who will serve until 
1959, succeeds James J, Norris, president of the International Catholic Migration 
Commission. 


Janos Horvath, head of the Hungarian State Office of Church Affairs, has in- 
formed Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard (Primate of Denmark) that he has passed on the 
protest of the Danish bishops and pastors against the infliction of the death 


penalty on the Hungarian Reformed pastor Lajos Gulyas to the "competent authorities" 


(see EPS No, 36). lir. Horvath did not express his own opinion on the matter, 


4 
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At its last meeting the Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) 
and the leaders of the United Evangelical Iutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) dis= 
cussed efforts for church unity in Europe. The VELKD welcomed suggestions for co- 
operation between the Council of the EXD and the Jorld Council of Churches in 
arranging closer contact between the churches of Europe. 


» 
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Pastor Kieseritzky, executive secretary of the Mission to German Seamen in 
Hamburg-Altona, has protested against the plan of a Munich film company to make 
a film about the recent sinking of the German barque "Pamir''. He wrote to the 
film company that "the death of 80 sailors and cabin-boys is not a suitable motive 
for making a film", 
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According to a report in "Baltic Letters", the Lutheran Church of St. Peter 
is the only Protestant church still being used in the university town of Dorpat 
(Tartu). However, the paper said, the church of St. John is being restored. The 
former University Church, the report said, has been turned into a reading room 
for the university, the Church of St. Paul is being used for storage and the Church 
of Mary has been made into a gymnasium, The Baptist fellowship and the Evangelical 
Christians are reported to have their own church in Dorpat. 


% % ai 


In Konigsberg, the historic East Prussian city now administered by Soviet 
Russia, there are no churches in which worship services are being held. The 
churches which were not destroyed during World War II are now being used as 
"houses of culture, granaries or sheds for storing agricultural machinery. 
Russian Orthodox who want to attend services have to travel to hkaunas, where two 
Russian churches are open, 


kt 


Canon Tissington Tatlow, 81, died on October 3 in London. Canon Tatlow was 
the co-founder and historian of the British Student Christian Movement and was 
its general secretary for nearly thirty years. He also founded the Anglican Fellow- 
ship in 1912 and the Institute of Christian Education in 1936, Canon Tatlow was 
active in ecumenical affairs. For many years the Huropean treasurer of the Faith 
and Order Commission, he later wrote the chapter on "The world Conference on Faith 
and Order" in "A History of the Ecumenical Movement", 


% % 


A book van has been proposed as the best way to circulate books through the 
vast area of Basutoland in Northern Rhodesia, where there are at present only two 
small stores where Africans can buy books, Just back from a tour of the area, 
which stretches along the Upper Zambesi, the Rev. Merfyn Temple, secretary of the 
United Society for Christian Literature in Northern Rhodesia, says there is a 
great eagerness to buy books when they are brought into the local communities. 

E.P.S., Gereva 


Correction 
BPS No. 33, page 3: 


The name of the monk who recently visited Paris and reported on the Rumanian 
Church is not Olivier Clément. Mr, Clément wrote the article in the French 
weekly"Réforme". 
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world YMCA - YWCA Celebrates 90th Week of Prayer 


"Amid the bitter hatreds which persist between men and nations, there is 
no substitute for love. Governments may rely upon their political, economic and 
military resources; we may use all our intelligence, wisdom, knowledge, reason 
and power of persuasion, but without the power and love of God all our efforts 
are in vain." 


In these words the Hon, Isabel Catto, world YwWCA president, and the Hon, 
Charles Sherman, president of the world Alliance of YMWCAs, jointly call the 
members of the two associations in over '70 countries to their 90th annual week 
of prayer, November 10-17, with the theme "God So Loved the world! 


Their message, which appears as a preface to the recently issued photo 
booklet containing messages, prayers and Bible readings for the seven days, 
goes on to say that "this amazing love of God - revealed in the gift of Jesus 
Christ our Lord - forms the basis and theme of this 1957 YMCA~Y\WCA Week of 
Prayer and World Fellowship". 


Short messages for meditation on successive days of the week have been com= 
piled by groups of YM-YWCA members in the United Kingdom, Lebanon, the Belgian 
Congo, Pakistan, New Zealand, Uruguay and Canada and by Ukrainians living in 
Germany. Text and pictures are accompanied by short prayers and requests to 
intercede for the various continents in turn, The Scripture readings are based 
on the acts of God as revealed in the Gospel according to St. John. 


The second half of this year's special publication, which has already 
appeared in English, French and German and will be translated into many other 
languages, contains a daily Bible reading plan for the year 1957-1958, with 
guiding citations from the Lord's Prayer for each month, 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is theretore not to be held resbonsible for obinions exbressed in its news. ttems. 
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During the week of prayer, churches in many parts of the world will be 
asked to hold special services alongside those held within the programmes of 
the associations, In Australia a special broadcast service on the morning of 
November 10 will be transmitted on Radio Australia and widely picked up by 


YMCA~YWCA members in Southeast Asia. BePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Bishop of Chichester Calls for Contact between 


Church and Scientists 


(London) ~ The need for closer contact between the Church and scientists was 
emphasised by the Bishop of Chichester, the Rt. Rev. G.K.A. Bell, when he 
addressed the Upper House of the Convocation of Canterbury this month. 


He said there was a need for research and study by qualified church men 
and women, in cooperation with scientists and others, into the moral and 
spiritual significance of modern scientific discoveries, 


"In the industrial field", he said, "automation is going to change the whole 
frame of things; psychology has found methods of manipulating men's minds and 
exercising almost unlimited power over them; physiologists have found methods 
of controlling the number and the bodily shape of human beings before they are 
born; and physicists envisage the day when we, on this planet, can make contact 
with other worlds." 


Referring to atomic energy developments, Dr. Bell said that many members ‘ 
of the House must have met persons who were perplexed and puzzled, It is quite 
useless to say "the Church knows all the answers, Instead, he said, it is 
necessary for the Church to begin understanding what the problems are. 


"The Church has to acknowledge ignorance over a wide field, the bishop 
continued, "I suggest that the Church, and by that I mean the Church authorities, 
must recognise that the most rewarding method is that of encounter, and the 
Church should make some plan or arrangement by which the moral philosopher, the 
pastoral ‘theologian, may encounter the scientists and technologists." 


"All this", concluded the bishop, "requires a new strategy and the provid- 
ing of some place in which such encounters can take place, and in which research 
can be undertaken, This is beyond the resources of the parochial system as it 


now stands, but it is of very great importance," HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Ministry of Reconciliation for Little Rock 


(little Rock) - More-than forty Little Rock clergymen ~ Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Jewish — have initiated a ministry of reconciliation in their 
city, following the recent violence during the city's first efforts at school 
integration. Churches in little Rock and throughout Arkansas were asked to hold 
special services on Columbus Day, October 12, At the services, prayers were 
offered for law and order, understanding and compassion. 


President Eisenhower had appealed to Robert R. Brown, Protestant Episcopal 
bishop of the state, saying he hoped that "you and the ministers of Tittle Rock 
will be able not only to lead all the citizens of the city to disregard the in- 
citements of agitators, but will join in the support of the law and preservation 
of our country and the institutions of the government under which it lives. And 
I could hope that your prayers would seek the power for all of us to cast out 
rancour and prejudice in favour of understanding and compassion." 
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White Citizens' Council Challenges Clergy 


In another development in the racial situation in little Rock, one thousand - 
members of the White Citizens! Council challenged the fifteen Little Rock clergy- 


‘men who condemned Governor Orval HE, Faubus for his actions, to integrate their 


churches, "Thus with courage to match their convictions", the White Citizens! 
Council resolution said, ‘and a willingness to suffer for their principles, we 
feel this can be achieved as easily as the integration of our schools, Under 
this arrangement, the children would not be asked to accept a situation which 
the adults are unwilling to tolerate, The council added that if the ministers 
would integrate their churches, "this would greatly clarify a confused situation 
and help people to know what church to attend and support". 


Billy Graham Urged to Postpone Visit 

Billy Graham, who had offered to visit the city "if local churchmen believed 
it would help lessen racial tensions",has been urged by church leaders in little 
Rock to postpone his visit "until the heated tensions have passed, Signers of 
the message to Dr. Graham included Congressman Brooks Hays of Arkansas, president 


of the Southern Baptist Convention. BePeSe, Geneva 
CHINA Professor Freytag's Impression of the Churches _ 


Writing in the October issue of the "International Review of Missions", Pro~ 
fessor Walter Freytag of Germany, who visited China last spring (see EPS No. 7), 
describes his meeting with Christians there, but points out that his visit was a 
"means of acquiring impressions" and that it could not "lead to a well~founded 
judgment of the new China", 


"ith only three weeks in China, writes Professor Freytag, who is professor 
of missions at Hamburg and chairman of the WCC's Division of Studies, "and seeing 
only the cities of Peking, Nanking, Shanghai, Hangchow and Canton, one cannot in 
honesty venture on a judgment on the total situation." 


However, Dr. Freytag pointed-out that he was impressed with the "look of the 
people" and "a new spirit of self-respect". Certain national evils like opium 
smoking, gambling and prostitution seem to have disappeared, he said. 


"But none of these conditions affirms anything conclusive. Many of them, the 
possibility of freedom of speech for example, can disappear overnight, Much more 
important, in spite of all that at first sight seems like a change for the better, 
is the question of the price that had to be paid for it. It could well be that 
this price is higher than one expected... The most that can be said is that 
Communism in China has all the appearance of a strong force, indeed of a movement 
which has taken root in the nation itself and one which, in contrast to its 
position in other countries, is supported and upheld by wide sections of the 
population, How far it is spontaneous one cannot tell from a short visit," 


Dr. Freytag writes that one sees "some splendid churches, recently built, 
and others which have been enlarged or restored, and each time one is informed 
that they have been paid for out of the sacrificial giving of the congregations. 
One sees people going to church and can confirm with one's own eyes, as I did, 
for example, in Shanghai, on an ordinary Sunday in six different churches and 
denominations, that from fifty to 120 per cent of the membership was present... 
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There are clearly great opportunities for Christianity to make itself felt. it is 
amazing that the non-Roman Catholic Christians, who number some 700,000, have no 
less than 21 student secretaries at work; and the 15 principal and over one 
hundred other workers in the YMCA in Shanghai are a fact which must be noted just 
as the puolication figures for Christian literature, which, in relation to the 
number of Christians, are much higher than in Germany." 


Four main points stand out after discussions with Chinese Christians, Dr. 
Freytag sayse 


"Christians obviously want to destroy the picture of the Church in China which 
has been formed abroad, that it is a martyr church. But behind the defensive 
affirmations the strongest note of all is the sense of a need for unbroken com- 
munity with those who, outside China, confess the Lord Christ. 


tA second feature which was constantly revealed is a certain political judg- 
ment. For China, no other way has emerged than the one which it has followed, and 
it is unthinkable that they should give it up. 


"The third thing which strikes one is that the Christians are clearly im- 
pressed with the moral strength of the Communist movement." There are undertones, 
Dr. Freytag says, and mistakes are readily admitted, “but nowhere does one find 
any fundamental criticism of the present system, Above all, those with whom I 
spoke never really discussed the period between 1949 and 1953... Thus there was 
one aspect of things on which they were silent. This was naturally distressing to 
a visitor, especially when he has the impression that it is not only an intention- 
al silence, that a foreigner should to some extent understand, but rather, perhaps, 
a sub=conscious omission of something which cannot be admitted to be true." 


Turning to the positive side, Dr. Freytag points out that "Christians know 
that they are clearly separated from the godlessness of Communism. They cannot 
at the same time be Party members and belong to the Church." 


"The last thing which should be said is the simple fact that people know that 
they are called to bear witness to the Gospel in the world... One constantly sees 
Christians quite naturally saying grace before a meal in public. At conferences 
they recognise one another by chance as Christians," 


Dr. Freytag discovered that adult baptism has increased more than in some 
churches in India and Indonesia, Asking why, he adds that "secondary motives do 
not arise. Anyone who becomes a Christian cuts himself off from the possibility 
of becoming a Party member and joins a minority which today is at best respect— 
fully tolerated." 


Summing up his visit, Dr. Freytag makes a plea to the vest to "keep our 
fellowship with Christianity in China free from our political interests. We must 
refrain from setting ourselves up as judges. We must not isolate them, We must 
remain in touch with them as much as we can, even at the price of not being able 
to discuss with them all that we should like to discuss, but so that we know, 
and they can discern, that 'we live to the same Lord'." B.P.S., Geneva 


Administrative Committee Meets October § - 9 


Aid from the churches has been channelled. to more than seven major disaster 
areas throughout the world during 1957 by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, according to a report presented at the October & and 9 meet- 
ing of the Division's Administrative Committee in Geneva, Switzerland, 


Help has been sent to Turkey following earthquakes last April; to Hong Kong 
after floods in May; to le Queyras, France, and to Italy following floods in Jure; 
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to the Philippine Islands after floods and fires in July; to Indonesia after 
floods in August and to West Pakistan following floods in September. 


Just prior to the Administrative Committee, representatives of the churches- 
in Europe and the Middle East met in Geneva to review the European Surplus Commo— 
dities Programme of the American churches and make recommendations to the Adm- 
nistrative Committee. The churchmen expressed their "appreciation of the generous 
provisions made by the American churches to finance this programme which has made 
possible an extensive and continuous ministry to human need in so many different 
lands", The consultation agreed that needs still exist in Europe and at the same 
time recognised the difficulties in a programme sponsored by governments, but 
asked that the programme be continued. Whereas Church World Service, USA, will 
take full responsibility for the programme, the Division of Inter-Church Aid will 
continue to survey needs and make recommendations to the United States churches 
concerning the programme and act as an advisory and consultative body. 


The Administrative Committee reviewed the refugee situation, and learned 
that $883,676 had been given by churches in thirty nations in response to last 
autumn's appeal for aid to Hungary and other Eastern European countries. At the 
same time, the committee was told that $290,118 had been given in answer to a 
second appeal to aid Hungarian refugees and churches in Hungary and Poland. 
Projects have included the feeding centre in Vienna which still serves from 
1,500 to 2,000 meals every day to refugees; emergency service along the border; 
providing text books for middle schools in Austria where unaccompanied children 
who left Hungary are studying; buying a home at Attersee, Austria, for boys, and 
another at Innsbruck for girls. In addition, a home at Badgastein has been rented 
and equireed and is being used as a girls' home, and between 60 and 75 boys have 
been placed in the Spittal Vocational Training School. 


Fifteen Hungarian theological students who left Hungary have been provided 
with scholarships to continue their studies, The students are studying in Austria, 
Canada, the United States, Germany, Switzerland, Denmark and Australia. Dr. Leslie 
E. Cocke, director of the Division, commented that all the students have had 
provisions made for them, "It was not always possible to make the arrangements 
that they wanted, tut they are able to continue their studies," 


The committee welcomed new United States refugee legislation that provides 
for using more than 18,000 visas unissued after the termination of the Refugee 
Relief Act. The WCC's caseload will be about 5,000, Dr, Edgar H.S. Chandler, 
director of the Service to Refugees, told the committee, He added that the 
Council's refugee programme has a wide geographical and national spread and that 
"ag the programme increases, the confidence of governmental organisations grows 
and in tum government groups are increasingly dependent upon us to carry out 
refugee work," 


The appointment of two new staff members was announced at the committee meet- 
ing. Dr. Raymond Dudley will join the division on December 20 as staff consultant 
for countries outside Europe, Dr. Dudley, a member of the United Church of Christ, 
comes to the division from the Division of Foreign Missions of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. iost recently he has been a corres 
ponding secretary for the Foreign Department of the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign ifissions of the Congregational Christian Churches. On January l, 
Mr. B.C. Sjollema of the Netherlands will join the Division for two years as 
secretary for the WCC-sponsored Migration Conference, scheduled for the spring 
of 1959. Mr. Sjollema has been deputy director of the World Council's refugee 
operations in the Vienna area. BePede, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM British Catholic Peer Asks Freedom for Colombian Protestants 


ee 


(London) - The Duke of Norfolk, Britain's leading peer and a Roman Catholic, has 
expressed the hope that Protestants in Colombia will receive "no less freedom and 
toleration than are enjoyed by Catholics in Great Britain and other democratic 
countries of the free world", 


In a letter to Carlos Cardi, Colombian ambassador to Great Britain, the Duke 
expressed disquiet at reports of discriminations against Protestants in the South 
American country. 


The ambassador, in reply, assured the Duke that the riehts of religious mino- 
rities would be safeguarded as long as their activities do not threaten public order 


or morality, E.P.eSe, Geneva 
COLOMBIA | Official Clarifies Statement on Protestantism 


(Bogota) = An official of the Colombian Ministry of the Interior has told newsmen 
that a recent circular sent to provincial authorities was not an outright order to 
restore freedom of assembly and worship to Protestant churches forced to close their 
doors because of local "difficulties", 


Dr. Oscar Vergel Pacheco, secretary to Minister of the Interior Jose Maria 
Villareal, said the circular merely requested reports that would enable the govern— 
ment to make decisions restoring religious freedom to Protestant churches in places 
where this would not endanger public order. 


At the time the circular was issued,in mid-September, Minister Villareal was 
reported to have directed provincial governors and local mayors to see to it that 
Protestant churches in various parts of the country, which had been hindered in 
their work or prevented from holding services because of local difficulties, be per- 
mitted to function. 


Dr. Pacheco said the government's intention is to grant religious freedom to 
Protestants in accordance with the national constitution and the democratic pledges 
of the military junta that came to power in May, He said that the churches that are 
permitted to reopen will be limited to strictly private worship and forbidden to 


engage in proselytising activities, HeP.eSe, Geneva 
GREECE Orthodox Set Up Department to Control Foreign Proselytisers 


(Athens) - A special department "to observe and control the activities of foreign 
proselytisers" has been set up in Athens by the Orthodox Church in Greece. The new 
department is headed by Bishop Damaskinos of Marathon, auxiliary to Archbishop 
[heoclitos of Athens and All Greece, 


The office will keep the Holy Synod informed on the number of adherents of non- 
Jrthodox sects in Greece and report on all "acts of proselytism". 


Commenting on the action, To Vima, Athens daily, said the aim is to "protect 
Jrthodox people from the foreign propagandists who, unfortunately, have lately 
multiplied and widened their activities. The department faces the delicate task of 
controlling the activities of the foreign sects, while at the same time not dlashing 
With the tolerance and freedom accorded to non-Orthodox churches by the constitu- 
tions of all liberal countries". HePeSe, Geneva 
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HUNGARY woc Staff Member Visits Churches 


Dr. Howard Schomer, secretary in ‘the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Servi ce 
to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, visited congregations, seminaries and 
church institutions throughout Hungary from October 1 to 7. The Reformed Church 
in Hungary and the recently reorganised Ecumenical Council of Protestant Churches 
in Hungary were his hosts for this detailed field trip which took him to Budapest, 
Tok, Baracska, Balatonfuréd, Berekfuréd, Debrecen, Sarospatak and ifiskolc. Dr. 
Schomer preached to overflowing crowds on October 6 at services at the Calvin 
Square Church of Budapest and in the rural church in Tok. He was able to meet 
with representative groups from the several Hungarian member churches of the 
World Council. 


Parishioners and church leaders 211 over Hungary expressed their appreciation 
for the substantial aid received from Christians abroad during the past year. 
Clothing from the last shipments to arrive before the expiration of the Inter- 
national Red Cross permit on June 30 is now being distributed to the most needy. 
The government customs authorities and the national factories are making it 
possible for World Council, CROP and HEKS to provide Hungarian church institubions 
and parsonages with raw cotton, made up in the country into bed linen and under- 
clothing. The government has also authorised the churches to import India paper 
and to begin publishing 200,000 hymnals and 100,000 Bibles. The World Council is 
providing the paper for the hymnals and joining with the United Bible Societies 
to provide the paper for the Bibles. 


Cash aid, authorised by the government, has permitted the Jorld Council, in 
cooperation with the World Reformed Alliance and Lutheran World Service, to 
furnish the household of every Protestant pastor, lay church worker and retired 
church employee in Hungary - a total of more than 3,700 homes — with a special 
emergency relief grant amounting to approximately one month's salary of pension. 
Cash transfers are also enabling more than a hundred pastors to obtain motor- 
cycles. Cash assistance for basic repairs and equipment is now reaching some of 
the 36 Protestant welfare institutions, most of which care for the aged and the 
handicapped. More than 20 churches and several conference centres and rest homes 


are among the other buildings needing cash aid for reconstruction, 
HePeOe, Geneva 


GERMANY Catholic-Protestant Dispute over Church Building 


A dispute has arisen in the town of Altenberg, near Cologne, over use of the 


Cathedral, which was restored about a hundred years ago by King Frederick William III 


of Puussie condition that it should serve as a parish church for both Protestants 
and Catholics in the town. 


The Roman Catholic office of the Vicar-General in Cologne now proposes to 
£0 beyond the previous understanding and establish an abbey of Cisercian monks 
in the building. 

The local Protestant congregation has complained that the Roman Catholic 
plan violates the agreement and disturbs "ccnfessional peace" in Germany. They 
have been supported by the late Dr. Heinrich Held, former president of the Church 
of the Rhineland. Another protest was registered by Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin, who expressed the hope that "the sharing of the Cathedral by both great 
Christian confessions" would "remain a symbol of our common responsibility for 
the religious life of our people". 
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A legal opinion sought by the Protestants says that use of the Cathedral as 
an Abbey is "an infringement of its legal and interconfessional status", The 
Office of the Vicar-Gerwal maintains that the Cathedral "has always been a ih 
Catholic building, and the King of Prussia merely granted the Protestants per- 
mission to share toa certain extent in its use''. 


| 

| 

" 

; 
Answering a question in the parliament of North-Rhine/ilestphalia, the 
minister for religious affairs in the province said that the authorities had | 
tried to persuade the Roman Catholic Church to abandon its "untenable attitude", 


but so far without success. BePede, Geneva 
SWEDEN Convocation Bars Ordination of Women 


(Stockholm) - The biennial Convocation of the State Ilutheran Church of Sweden has 
voted 62 to 36 against a proposal that would have allowed women to be ordained as 
pastors. The Convocation's action automatically killed a government~sponsored 
bill introduced in parliament to permit women to be ordained 


The Convocation ruled against the proposal after having turned down several 
compromise suggestions. Bishop Helge Ljungberg of Stockholm argued that even if 
there were no objections to women ministers on Biblical grounds, the time was not 
ripe for this step. He was supported by Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothenburg who urged 
the delegates to "think what the world outside will say. If the 60 million 
Lutherans in the United States, Germany and England thought that women should be 
ordained they would have done it long ago," 


Before the final vote was taken, Ester Lutteman, one of Sweden's most pro- 
minent churchwomen, announced that she was resigning from the State Lutheran 
Church because of its "negative attitude", especially toward the ordination of 
women as pastors. "The Church has become institutional, ceremonial and exception- 
ally masculine", she said. "There is no real interest inside the church for women." 
Miss Lutteman, 69, has been one of the most popular lay preachers in the country, 
and in 1927 she became the first woman in the country permitted to preach in 
Uppsala Cathedral. 


Commenting on the ordination of women, Archbishop Yngve Brilioth said that 
"T do not consider it out of the question that the Swedish Church may one day open 
the priesthood to women, but I think that the time for such a step has not yet 
come." Archbishop Brilioth said he was not convinced that there is scriptural 
evidence against women becoming priests, but that in view of the resistance with- 
in the church he felt the assembly should not "contribute to the risk of a ex- 
plosion", 


The Stockholm "News", reviewing the situation, pointed out that the ordina- 
tion of women is not only a theological question and a question within the church, 
but a human question of conscience and of justice, Hither discrimination of race 
or sex can be defended on its own merits, or the Swedish church synod becomes 
very much like South Africa and little Rock, the paper said. 


Commented the New Wermlands "News": "It must be noted that the church's 
warmest friends are standing outside the church, and it is our concern to reach 


them. Can one close one's heart to them as the Swedish synod did?" 
B.eP.Se, Geneva 
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GERMANY Bishops in DDR Attscked by the State 


Tension between church and state in East Germany continues to mount follow- 
ing the reading of a letter from all Protestant pulpits on October 13, The 
letter, prepared by Protestant bishops in the German Democratic Republic, strongly 
criticised the attempt of communist party secretary Walter Ulbricht to associate 
all organs of state in East Germany with the drive to enlist young people, for 
the communist-sponsored youth dedication ceremonies planned to be held again 
next spring (see EPS No. 38). 


The letter underlined the fact that state sponsorship of the ceremonies 
violated assurances given by the East German government in 1956 that they would 
be entirely voluntary and independent of state contrcl, The bishops declared 
that boys and girls leaving school must decide between the secular ceremony and 
confirmation. They stressed that any combination of the two alternatives was un- 
thinkable. 


A sharp reaction to the reading of the letter came from Kast German Home 
Affairs minister Karl Maron. In a counter letter addressed to the bishops, the 
minister referred to the launching of the USSR's satellite and described the 
ceremonies as a means of promoting "scientific education", He said that "the 
position of science and technics today raises many burning questions to which 
our young people, irrespective of their philosophy of life, demand an answer", 
He claimed that the answer could be given only from the point of view of science. 


Maron's letter goes on to charge the bishops' message with containing 
"calumnies against our state and provocative distortions of the situation in the 
German Democratic Republic". He describes the bishops as fcrbidden to have deal- 
ings with the western "fascist forces... which have already taken possession of 
all the key positions in state, industry and the NATO army, and which, as usual, 
enjoy the support of many of the leaders of the Evangelical Church". Although 
the bishops! letter has not been made public in the west, Maron took exception 


and opinion in and about the 
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to its alleged publication outside East Germany, where, he said, it would be the 
object of accusations against "the workers! and peasants! government". He attacked 
comparison of the communist-sponsored youth dedications with dedication ceremonies 
conducted by the Nazis. inePeSe, Geneva 


ITALY Roman Catholic Laity Urged to Cocperate with Non-Catholics 


Sete 


The Pope told over 2,000 delegates from more than 80 countries attending 
the Second World Congress on the Lay Apostolate held at Rome from October 5 to 
13 that Roman Catholic laity should "ccoperate with neutral and non-Catholic 
organisations if and in so far as by so doing they serve the common good and 
God's cause". 


His advice to the congress, which tock "The Laity in the Crisis of the 
Modern World" as theme, was followed by an appeal for "more participation in 
international organisations", which the Pope described as "addressed to all, but 
particularly to technically qualified agriculturalists". 


Earlier in the same speech Pope Pius had warned against what he called four 
mortal dangers threatening the Church in Latin America: "the invasion of Pro- 
testant sects, secularisation of the whole of life, Marxism springing up as the 
most active element in the universities and controlling almost all the workers! 
organisations, and finally, a disturbing form of spiritualism". 


References were made during the sessions to problems of Christian unity and 
cooperation. In preparatory work, some of the studies of the World Council of 
Churches on the laity were used and the message of the WCC's 1954 Evanston 
Assembly was quoted. 


Dr. Marga A. Klompe, Minister for Social welfare in the Dutch Government, 
spoke on "The Responsibility of the Laity in Europe. She described the division 
within Christianity as a special sphere for exercising this responsibility, and 
said that many Asiars and Africans regard Europe as being the manifestation of 
Christendom, Christians in Europe had much in common, even if they were divided 
about essentials. "They are struggling today for the dignity of man, and by 
uniting in this struggle they can learn from one another in mutual respect." 


"The fact that Christians are divided", continued Dr. Klempe,"instead of 
forming a unity as Christ wished them to do, must give us cause for constant 
concern and disquiet. It is therefore a grave responsibility to start and main~ 
tain ecumenical discussion between Christiansin Europe, where this division 
first arose," 


A working paper from Belgium, presented to a special workshop on unity, said 
that "Christian division is certainly the greatest scandal and the biggest obstacle 
confronting our task of evangelism", Declaring that Christian disunity was par- 
ticularly distressing to the laity because they are constantly in touch with non- 
Catholics and in a position to "get rid of the psychological factors causing Chris= 


tian division", the Belgian report went on to list "silence and inaction, indif- 


ferentism and excessive proselytism" as perils involved in witnessing to non- 
Catholics. 


Referring to the anmual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity held each January, 
the document said that prayer for unity must be intensified, but people "must not 


rest content with this week alone", 
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Urging closer study of Catholic doctrine and the "faith and usage of non- 
Catholics", the report says "the more one discovers the faith of others the more 
one must deepen one's own faith, ctherwise a dangerous imbalance can develop. 
Our separated brethren can be a means whereby we discover values that belong to 
the Church's treasure, but have been somewhat neglected by us." 


The Belgian paper closes with concrete suggestions for introducing the study 
of problems of Christian unity into catechisms, school lessons, family life, 
parish life, cooperation with existing centres for contact and study, and the 


use of press, films, sound recordings and radio. H.P.Se, Geneva 
FRANCE Protestant Assembly sees Prospects of Reunion 


Discussing the conclusions of an ecumenical study assembly called by the 
French Protestant Federation at Biévres during the second week of October, Pro- 
fessor Jean Bosc of the Reformed Theological Faculty in Paris writes in the Paris 
paper "Réforme" that there exists in France "a sufficient doctrinal consensus" 
and a "sufficient fellcwship (particularly with the establishment of intercom- 
munion) for a possibility of reunion of the French Protestant churches to be 
envisaged", 

Professor Bosc goes on to describe the existing youth, missionary and 
institutional work now done together by Lutherans and Reformed, and asks whether 
this is not a "sign that they can live together in a common faith", He asks 
whether the total mission and responsibility of the evangelical churches in 
France does not imply a form of church order addressed to the whole French 
people and calling them into a united body. 


According to M. Bose, the study assembly "clearly and unanimously expressed 
what it believed should be the long-range prospect given to the Iutheran and 
Reformed churches", and described it as "the constitution of a united evangelical 
church in France, without being, it is hardly worth underlining, an absorption 
of one confession by another, but a true reunion", 


The assembly of about 75 pastors and laymen asked the leaders of the French 
Protestant churches to take the first steps in this direction. It was called 
under the auspices of the French Ecumenical Study Commission, established in 


1955 with Professor Roger liehl of Strasbourg as chairman, and was widely repre- 


sentative of the official leadership of French Protestantism. 


Major themes for study during the assembly were "The Responsibilities of 
the Protestant Churches for European Unity" and "What Does the Common Membership 
of our Reformed and Iutheran Churches in the World Council Mean?" 


The World Council of Churches was represented at the meeting by Dr. Madeleine 
Barot, executive secretary of its Department on the Cooperation of Men and .Jomen 
in Church and Society, and by the Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the 
Department on Church and Society within the Division of Studies. E.P.5., Geneva 


Youth Leaders Hold Annual Consultation 


(Hamburg) - Fifty youth leaders from fourteen European countries met from October 


7-14 in Hamburg for the eleventh annual European consultation, to consider the 


work of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, review ecumenical 


youth projects, and make plans for a European youth conference set for the 


summer of 1959. 
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The representatives of ecumenical youth councils heard a review of the first 
ten years! work of the Youth Department and a discussion of its future by its 
retiring executive secretary, the Rev. Bengt-Thure Molander, 


Looking at the future of ecumenical youth work, lir. Molander listed five 
tasks: increased cooperation between world youth groups; development of regional 
concerns for youth work; finding additional ways of involving young people in 
the organisation of the church; finding new ways youth can help in the ecumenical 
movement; working out new relations with world-wide confessional groups. 


Other speakers included the Rev. Keith Bridston, new executive secretary 
of the WCC's Department of Faith and Order, the Rev. Francis House, associate- 
general secretary of the WCC, the Rev. Andrew Wright, associate gereral secre- 
tary of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, 
and the Rev, H. Schmidt, student pastor at Tubingen University, who led the 
Bible studies. 


More than 1,500 participants are expected to attend a conference for Huropean 
church youth, scheduled for Lausanne, Switzerland, in the summer of 1959, it was 
announced at the consultation. Planned for 15 to 30 year clds, the programme will 
include Bible study, group discussions, drama, a mass meeting and visits to local 


churches, HeP.Se, Geneva 
SPAIN Forty Protestant Families Struck by Flood 


ee 


More than forty Protestant families were among the thousands who lost all 
their possessions when floods struck Valencia, Spain, on October 12-13. 


After an investigation on the spot by a World Council of Churches represen- 
tative, the several Protestant communities formed a temporary relief committee 
to aid the stricken families. The CC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees has sent word of the disaster to churches in countries with tradition= 
ally close ties to Spanish Protestantism, and will make aid available to the 


disaster victims. tiePeSe, Geneva 
ITALY Protestant Youth From Latin Countries Meets 


Late last month thirty-three youths from eight countries tock part in a 
cenference in Sicily sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of 
Churches for young people in Latin countries, The programme, the third of its. 
kind, is designed to give youth from countries where their Protestant church is 
in the minority a chance to discuss common problems and realise that they ere 
not isolated. 


During the first week of the conference, delegates visited Protestant 
parishes throughout Sicily, then went to Palermo for a week of Bible study, led 
by Professor Pierre Bonnard of the Theological Faculty of Lausanne, Switzerland. 


Youth from France and Algeria, Italy, Argentina, Portugal, Spain, Brazil 
and the French-speaking section of Switzerland took part. In addition, three 
students from the United States were present. HePeSe, Geneva 


a 
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YUGOSIAVIA Reformed Bishop on Atomic Weapons in the light of the Bible 


Biskop Agoston of the Reformed! Church in Yugoslavia has cited the Bible as 
casting new light on problems raised by the use of atomic weapons. He agrees 
that the Church: should condemn all lethal weapons, but questions whether the 
Bible regards the destruction of the world as deplorable. 


why should God not bring about the end of the world through :.an himself?" 
the Bishop asks, quoting II Peter 3:10: "The heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that are therein shall be burned up." 


Declaring that this would happen irrespective of men's wishes or protests, 
Bishop Agoston said the Church should-not rest content with protests, but warn 
people, in the w rds of II Peter 3:11-14 "to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness" and say "we look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 


righteousness". HeP.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY = Women of Reformed Churches Seek Clarification of Status 


(Detmold) - The Committee for Jomen's Work of the Reformed (Presbyterian) church- 
es in Germany has sent representatives for the first time to the recent all-- 

Geman meeting of Reformed leaders. They asked the meeting to appoint a theo- 
logian to define the status of wcmen in the ccngregation and urged that govern- 
ing bodies of the congregations in Germany should appoint more women to their 
membership. 


The women's representatives said it was important to appoint more than one 
woman to the governing body of the local congregation because "one woman would 
hardly venture to raise her voice in an exclusively masculine group". They asked 
pastors' conferences to deal more intensively with women's questions and to study 
the transformation of the status of women in public life. 


The council of Reformed leaders, under the chaimmarstip of Dr. “Ailhelm Niesel; 
sent a letter to the pastors and elders of the Hungarian Reformed Church, stress- 
ing the importance of having a spiritually independent leadership in dealings 
between church and state. 


The major churches represented in the German Alliance of Reformed Churches 
are in Northwest Germany and the province of lippe. Most other Reformed churches 
in Germany are also members. E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Niendller on the Satellite 


Asked whether the launching of a satellite as a first step to conquering 

v the universe meant that man had exceeded the limits imposed on him by God, 
Pastor Martin Nieméller said that the question was better applied to weapons 

of mass destruction than to the so-called satellites. He said God had imposed 
Limits on man by making love the fulfilment of the law. "Everything that is 
contrary to love of God and of one's neighbour exceeds the limits", he declared. 


In reply to a further question asking whether the new situation created 
by the satellite imposed special tasks on the evangelical church, Martin Niemoller 
replied that the Church had only one task; to arouse the conscience of mankind, 
for whom God sent His Son so as to reconcile men with Himself and with one 
another. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES General Board Adopts Report on Arab Refugees 


(New York) ~ The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. has called for more generous church support to the United Nations! 
Relief and Works Agency and to Church world Service to help solve the plight of 
the nearly one millien Arab refugees from Palestine, 


The action, taken at the General Board's meeting this month, came after the 
committee heard a report which stated that "the root cause of the Middle East 
crisis is the plight of the Arab refugees, Until their fate is settled, no soku- 
tion to the Middle East crisis is possible." The committee also asked for con- 
sideration of ways through which personal relations can be established between 
the peoples of the Middle Hast and the United States. 


In other action, the board urged full church support for United Nations 
efforts to restore freedom and peace in Hungary, called for regularising the 
status of Hungarian "parolee" refugees in the United States who are subject to 
deportation without hearings or rights of appeal, commended President Bisenhower 
for upholding U.S. court decisions on desegregation and taking steps to restore 
law and order in little Rock (see EPS No, 38) and praised churches and individuals 
for strongly supporting interracial "justice along with reconciliation, for law 
along with self-discipline". eP.sSe, Geneva 


in Brief 


The Rev. Melbourn Evans Aubrey, 72, the general secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland from 1935 to 1951 and a former member of the 
Central Committee of the world Council of Churches, has died in England, Mr. 


’ Aubrey had also been moderator of the Federal Free Church Council, president of 


the Baptist Union, vice~president of the British Council of Churches, and a 
member of the committee which drafted the corstitution of the World Council of 
Churches. 

% 4% 


Bishop Hanns lilje of Hanover, until recently president of the Lutheran 
Jorld Federation, has been presented by Professor Theodor Heuss, President of 
the German Federal Republic, with the Cross of Merit - the highest honour which 
he can confer. Dr. lilje received this distinction "in recognition of his out+ 
standing services in reconstructing church life in Germany, and for his active 
participation in the ecumenical movement, especially in the world-wide Lutheran 
church" , 

% % 


At the suggestion of the Ecumenical Council for Haarlem, west of Amsterdam, 
an ecumenical study centre and library have been opened to collect and disseminate 
publications of the World Council of Churches. During the winter months a course 
Will be organised on "Being a Christian in One's Own Church and in the One Church 
of Christ", 

* % 


The largest Lutheran church in Poland, the church of the Trinity, in Warsaw, 
is to be re-dedicated on May 18, 1958, The government restored the building to 
the Lutheran Church a year ago (see EPS No. 34,1956). ieanwhile the building has 
been renovated. The re—dedication will be combined with an “ecumenical day" ettend— 


_ ed by church representatives from other countries. 
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Southern Baptist missionaries in Nigeria have asked President W.R,. ihhite 
and the trustees of Baptist-sponscred Baylor University in waco, Texas, to take 
more positive steps toward backing integration. Commented President white: "It 
is a subject that is the trustees' responsibility and I would not undertake any 
action on it until they requested it." 


OK 


An Australian Evangelical Alliance has been formed by clergy and laymen of 
various denominations with the Most Rev. H.i/.K. Mowll, Anglican Archbishop of 
Sydney and Primate of Australia, as president. Aim of the alliance will be to 
encourage evangelism and "unite all evangelical Christians in the spreading of 
the Gospel. The group will also prepare for the proposed 1959 Billy Graham 
crusade in Australia. The alliance will affiliate with the world Evangelical 
Fellowship which has member organisations in 27 countries. 


* % 


According to the "Hungarian Church Press!', 5,000 school children have 
applied for Protestars religious instruction in Budapest as against S00 last 
year. The instruction is given twice a week by a full-time and 23 part-time 
teachers between noon and 2 p.m. or 4 p.m. and 6.p.m. 


Ta8 Thy 


Bishop Zoltan Turoczy (of the Evangelical lutheran Church in Hungary) has 
spent several weeks in Finland as guest of the Finnish Church, He met the 
bishops and preached in Finnish churches. At the same time Hungarian churches 
were visited by a Finnish and a Danish pastor. 


* 


"Békehirnok", the paper of the Baptist Church in Hungary, has resumed 
publication twice a month. The paper was founded in 1895 and appeared without 
interruption until 1944, It is edited by Laszlo Szabo, president of the Hun- 
garian Baptist Churches, 

* % 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of berlin was to have attended the 125th anniversary 
celebrations of the Gustavus Adolphus Association at Leipzig in the Geman 
Democratic Republic, in November, Following an announcement by the ast Cerman 
government that Bishop Dibelius would not be permitted to travel to Leipzig, 
the celebrations were cancelled. Instead there will be general intercessions-in 
the congregations for the association's work among Protestants living in non- 
Protestant areas, The Gustavus Adclphus Association is named after the Swedish 
king who came to the help of central European Protestants during the Thirty 
Years! War, 

x 4% 


A "Kirchentag movement" is developing in the Netherlands. Preparations 
for 24 regional mass meetings are in hand. A poster will be displayed all over 
the country and preliminary steps to be taken this winter include literature 
distribution and formation of study groups in the congregations, The general 
slogan "God with Us" will be related to the celebration of the great festivals 
of the Church year, EeP.S., Geneva 
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The International Review of Missions 


In the October International Review of Missions Dr. W. Freytag, the German 
missionary leader, describes his recent visit to the Chinese People te Republic. 
Other ‘young churches! are represented in the issue. Pastor G. Preiss, of France, 
writes of The Church.in Tahiti, out of experience in the congregations there. A 
discussion of - Protestant “Theolog ical Education in Japan, by Dr. Hidenobu Kuwada, 
president of Tokyo ro Union Theological Seminary, *, describes Japanese reactions to 
western theologians, such as Karl. Barth, and the thinking and writing of Japanese 
Christians, Dr. WH.H. Norman gives an account of Non-Church Christianity in Japan. 
Dr. Wilhelm Andersen, of Germany, concludes the Imissiology! debate which has run 
through recent issues of the Review with his study of Dr. Kraemer! s Contribution 
to the Understanding o of the Nature of Revelation: the Rev. Eric S. Gabe further 
interprete te Jewish Jife and | thought it AT Atonement - 3s. _ Judaism _and the Missionary 
Approach Dr. JM. Van der linde surveys five hundred-years of The Moravian Church 
in the Jorld: Mir, John S, Andrews, of Leeds, surveys Missionary “and Allied 
Material in the Romany Collection of the University of Leeds to trace concern 


for missions to gypsies. 


International Missionary Council notes contain a tribute to the late Ernest 
J. Bingle, and an account of the Caribbean Consultation which took place in the 
course of the summer. 


The Book Review section discusses Roman Catholic books on ners tl history 
and missionary thinking. Other reviews include one of Jean Guiart's study of 
Culture Contact in the New Hebrides and others on R.A. Hodgkin's Education and 
Change, ReN. Bellah's Tokugawa Religion and Dr. Edwin Smith's new book on Roger 


Price of Bechuanaland. &.P.Se, Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The October issue of the World Council of Churches quarterly opens with 
two articles on the problems of Christian communication: Klaus von Bismarck of 
Germany writes on The Christian Vocabulary and Jean~ilarc Chappuis of Switzer- 
land on The Dialogue | between © ‘Church, and_ | Press. Three speeches delivered at New 
Haven, in the United States, i in connection with the JCC's 1957 Central Committee 
meeting, follow: H. Berkhof of Holland and J. Russell Chandran of India intro- 
duce the main theme of the meeting, The Church's Calling to .itness and to Serve, 
and Rena Karefa-Smart of Sierra ee describes how Africa Asks Questions of the 
West. The series of meetings at New Haven are presented through documents and 
commentary in the Chronicle and Diary. There are book reviews on Church Law; 
Apostolic Succession, The Last Things, Russian Messianism and notices of im- 
portant publications. EeP.S., Geneva 
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UNITED ICNGDOM Archbishop Warns of Dangers of United Churches 


(Leeds) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking at the bi-annual meeting of the 
British Council of Churches on October 22, has warned that Christians should con-- 
sider the "dangers" that would be involved if every. branch of the Church were unit-— 
ed, The Archbishop, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, said that if the Church could speak with 
one united voice, thrones and crowns might falter, But, he warned, power is dynamite. 


"You can also realise what a terrible danger we ourselves could be in", he 
told an audience of 3,000, at a public meeting. "I mean this sincerely, because, 
if we were all one and united, the danger of the freedom to differ from the majo-= 
rity in power would be threatened, and there has always been in the history of the 
world a great value in minorities and differences of opinion," 


"Please God some day there will be a united Church - in some sense united, 
But it will not come until we are all strong enough in the Christian faith to 
bear with one another's differences and to refuse to exterminate them by force... 
We are not yet fit enough in the sight of God to be a completely wiited Church." 


Citing the influence of the church on world affairs, the Archbishop, who is 
a fomer president of the World Council of Churches, said that one of the most 
encouraging developments of recent years is the role being played by representatives 
of the WCC and the International Missionary Council at the United Nations. Staff 
members of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs are always 
present to give delegates the benefit of Christian opinion. At one time, he said, 
church representatives had to creep about trying to find someone to listen; but 
now delegates seek them out and the churchmen often have difficulty in finding 
time to answer all their questions. 


zim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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Discuss Ordination of Women 


At a later session, commenting on a committee report on the cooperation of 
men and women in church and society, the Archbishop said that the question of 
ordination of wémen would not be a live issue in the Church of England for fifty 
years » 


The Archbishop, who presided at the session considering the report from the 
fifteen-member committee, said that if the question were opened in his church it 
would start a discussion and a controversy that would last for years,and that he 
was not prepared to ask parishes to turn their attention from more important 
matters to consider an academic question. 


After a long and intensive debate, the British Council of Churches decided 
to ask the committee to investigate ways a theological study of the subject could 
be started, BePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Asia Needs New Type of Missionary, Bishop Says 


(New York) - Asia needs a new type of missionary who is a "friend, philosopher 
and guide! to the Younger Churches, instead of a "superintendent, director or 
boss", according to Dr, Rajah B. Manikam, Bishop of Tranquebar. Speaking at his- 
induction as Harry Emerson Fosdick Visiting Prcfessor at Union Theological Semi-~- 
nary, New York, Bishop Manikam said "the day has now dawned for the missionary 
who is willing to get behind the cart and push it along rather than pull it from 
the front". 


Bishop Manikam, who is a former Joint East Asia secretary of the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council, said that Asia needs Chris- 
_tians "who, while valuing their own heritage, are determined not to perpetuate 
those divisions which, whatever they mean to Western Christendom, have far less 
relevance in the Eastern context". 


Missionary policy has been revolutionised because of new theological insights, 
the bishop said, adding that "the rise of the so-called Younger Churches is the 
greatest achievement of the missionary outreach of Older Churches", He pointed out 
that this has brought about "many radical adjustments in relationships between the 
two. The Church is only now beginning to sense its true ecumenical reality." 

BePeoSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Disciples Ready for Merger Talks 


The International Convention of Disciples of Christ has reaffirmed the deno- 
mination's readiness to enter into merger discussions with the new United Church 
of Christ. The convention's assembly has asked its Council on Christian Unity to 
"be ready at any and all times to respond to overtures from the United Church of 
Christ to enter into discussions which might lead to union of the two groups'. 


At the same time, the newly-formed United Church has invited denominations 
interested in eventually becoming part of the new denomination to sit in on meet=- 
ings of its constitution drafting committee. The church, which was formed Last 
June by a merger of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, has still to draft a constitution and integrate the agencies of 
the two denominations. E.P.Se, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA Dutch keformed Official Answers WCCO Query 


(Capetown) - A letter from the general secretary of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
South Africa setting forth the church's views on race relations has been sub— 
mitted to the annual meeting of the Synod. The statement by the Rev, wWeA. Land- 
man was made in a reply to a letter from the general secretary of the WCC, Dr. 
WA. Visser 't Hooft. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft had questioned the church on its racial views, saying 
the WCC was concerned about the discussions on the Native Laws Amendment Act, and 
did not know how to interpret the attitude the Dutch Reformed Churches were taking. 


Mr, Landman, who is also chairman of his church's race relations commission, 
srote that "we are fully aware of the daiger involved in any policy and line of 
action which may disrupt and impair fellowship in Christ with Christians of a 
different race, even when, as is the case with us, they belong to the same Dutch 
Reformed Church and profess the same faith. We are, however, very happy to state 
that, especially during the last few years, mutual interests seem to bind us 
much closer together and that the Coloured members of our church prefer to belong 
to their own institutions and have not approached us on any occasion in the remote 
or near past, with a request to reconsider our policy." 


There is, though, Mr, Landman continued, a growing need to increase coopera- 
tion between European and Coloured members of the Dutch Reformed Churches in ex- 
pressing their mutual faith, "But", he said, "our Coloured members seem to appre- 
ciate the fact that in a multi-racial society unity in Christ need not and cannot 
mean uniformity in church life... We prefer, as a sound policy of missionary 
endeavour, to adhere to the idea of a pluralistic society and a pluriformal church. 


"The natural consequence of our policy is that our churches, both Huropean 
and Coloured, adhere to the traditional segregational pattern in our church orga~ 
nisation and nomal church worship, This does not, however, exclude the Christian 
necessity and need for practical concrete expression, at stated occasions, of our 
unity in Christ... 

"It is, therefore, unnecessary for the Dutch Reformed Church, in the light 
of its history, to convince anybody that we stand for religious liberty and free- 
dom of worship and that we will under no circumstances tolerate any interference 
in the autonomy of our church," 


Turning to the controversial Native Laws Amendment Act, which makes it possible 
for the Minister of Native Affairs to prohibit Africans from worshipping in church- 
es in white areas, Mr. Landman said that his church "was very much concerned! 
about the bill. However, he said that a deputation that discussed the bill with 
the Minister of Native Affairs "convinced itself that the basic principle of - 
religious freedom and freedom of bona fide Christian worship was in no way im- 
paired or interfered with, but that the bill was only aimed at the curbing of 
possible nuisances which could arise if and when large numbers of Bantu gather 
in essentially white residential areas with the real or ostentatious purpose of 


attending religious worship." E.P.Se, Geneva 
COLOMBIA — Government Upholds Protestant School 


(Bogota) - Despite protests by Roman Catholic officials, the Ministry of the 
Interior of Colombia has ruled that parents in the city of Istmina in Choco 
province may send their children to a Protestant school at La Cumbre in a neighbour- 
ing provinee. The decision revoked an order issued by local authorities in La 


a 


. 
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Cumbre requiring the school, operated by the Mennonite Brethren School, to return 
thirty-four native students who had been sent there from Istmina,. 


Choco is a Catholic mission territory under a treaty by the Colombian govern 
ment and the Vatican, which means that non-Catholic religious rites can only be 
held in private and Protestant schools may enrol only children of foreign resi- 
dents. The Protestant-school has contended that there was no breach of the Law 
because the children are Protestants and had been sent to the school by Pro- 
testant parents. 


Writing in "La Voz Catolica’, Auxiliary Bishop Maguel Antonio Medina branded 
tle Interior Ministry's countermanding order a mockery of the country and the 
rights of the Catholic Church, and demanded that the children be returned imme= 
diately to their homes, He warned that "somebody will have to offer an explana- 
tion to the country on what has happened because the matter is most serious and 
urgent", EeP.S., Geneva 


YMCA Holds Consultation on Lay Evangelism 


"The Christian Witness of a Lay Movement" was the subject of a consultation 
at the YMCA Institute at Castle Mainau, Germany, on October 17 to 27, attended 
by representatives of seven national YMCA movements in Europe. 


The aim of the consultation was to define the distinctive characteristics 
and opportunities of the YVCA with regard to Christian witness and unity. At the 
same time, the laymen also dealt with the relationships of the YMCA as an inde- 
pendent lay Christian movement to the youth work of the churches and the work of 
lay organisations within the churches. The consultation concluded that these 
relationships should not be looked upon as between competing movements, but as 
different groupings within the Church. New developments in YMCA work were cited, 
such as work among young workers, technical students, Teddy Boys and other youths 
who are fringe Christians or unrelated to any church, 


It was am.ounced at the consultation that the report of the Commission on 

Relationships made at the July meeting of the World Council of YMCAs will soon 

be printed and form the basis for a widespread study by YMCAs, in consultation 
with church leaders, YWCAs and Student Christian Movements, 


Speakers at the consultation included Mr. Robbins Strong of the staff of the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, and Secretary General Paul M. Llimbert, who spoke on "On- 


the Job Evangeli sn". HePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY "Christians Must Oppose Crusade Ideology" 
(Hamburg) - "Today we are turning our human ideologies into objects of worship, 


so that we are moving towards an age of new religious wars, The Christian Church 
must be realistic and sober aid must oppose all toying with the idea of a crusade 
'to save the west'," 


This warning was given by Dr, Friedrich Krummacher of Greifswald, Bishop of 
the Evangelical Church of Pomerania and one of the leaders of the Church in 
Bastern Germany, at a meeting in Hamburg on the subject "Christians in Search 
of Peace". 


The Bishop said, "The Christian Gospel never requires defence by earthly 
weapons, The more definitely Christians oppose any crusade ideology, the less 


No. 41 = November Ist, 1957. = 5m 339 


danger there will be of arousing antagonism on the other side. Such antagonism 
springs from the fact that the ideology of Marxism is today being exalted into 
a doctrine of universal salvation, whose benefits must be bestowed on the whole 
of mankind even against their will." 


"Christians who want peace", continued the Bishop, "will do everything in 
their own towns, in their own countries, in their governments and in their poli- 
tical parties to check the paralysing mistrust, the love of sensationalism and 
the nervousness in the play of international forces, which todey constitute the 
greatest menace to peace, Christians in Eastern and ester Germany will there- 
fore resist the spirit of cynical contempt, because the people on the other side 
were also created by God and redeemed by Jesus Christ. Even if a man is on the 
other side, even if he misuses his power, the Christian still regards him as a 
fellow-man for whom Christ died and who was created by God. Even if the other 
man rejects all that and laughs it to scorn, God is still his Creator and Jesus 
Christ is still his Lord." 

In face of the latest scientific discoveries it is extremely doubtful, 


Bishop Krummacher said, whether any war today could be justified on moral erounds. 
At any rate, ecumenical Christians are united in their conviction that Christians 


must stand for peace, wherever th3y might be. HePeSe, Geneva 
HUNGARY Reformed Church Criticises WCC 


Newspapers in Hungary have published a letter sent to the presidents of the 
World Council of Churches by Bishop Elmer Gyory, clerical vice-president, and Mr, 
Laszlo Buza, acting lay president of the Hungarian Reformed Church, 


The letter expresses concer over unwarranted interference by the world 
Council in the life of the Hungarian Reformed Church, This concern is based on 
the fact that the Executive and Central Committees approved the action taken by 
the General Secretariat at the time of the Hungarian crisis. It is also stated 
that the way in which the Central Committee's action concerning the Hungarian 
attendance at the New Haven meeting was reported gave the impression that the 
committee doubted the representative character of the Hungarian delegates, and 
had tried to make a political demonstration for Dr. laszlo Pap who, the letter 
said, had sought to introduce revolutionary changes in the life of the church. 
The Reformed Church officials maintain that the World Council of Churches is not 
competent to decide which persons in their member churches enjoy the confidence 
of the congregations. 


Bishop Gyory and Mr, Buza point out that the Hungarian Reformed Church is 
now on the way to recovery, but that the sister churches and the World Council 


can help or hinder in that process. Their church desires to continue to participate 


in the life of the World Council, but they ask that this participation not be 


made impossibly difficult. BePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY Conference on Ecumenical Study Plans 


(ArnoLdshain/T aunus ) ~ An autumn conference was held at the Evangelical Academy 
at Arnoldshain from October 22 to 24 to discuss the ecumenical work in the German 
provincial churches and plan for winter study projects in the parishes. The con- 
ference was attended by representatives of nearly all the provincial churches in 
Eastern and western Germany. 
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Professor Walter Freytag of Hamburg, president of the Study Division of the 
World Council of Churches, reported on his journey to Asia and the significance 
of the young churches for the ecumenical movement (see also EPS No. 40). Dr. 
Friedrich Krummacher, Bishop of Greifswald, spoke on the ecumenical importance 
of the Lutheran World Assembly at Minneapolis, and the Rev. Francis House of 
Geneva, director of the Division of Ecumenical Action of the WCC, examined the 
tasks of ecumenical education in the churches. 


Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg emphasised the importance of the 
"apostolic succession" of the church in the apostles! doctrine and in the faith 
of the royal priesthood of all believers. However, he said, "apostolic succes— 
sion" in the narrower sense of the succession of bishops through the laying-on 
of hands could be a useful sign of the apostolic succession, It is not a means 
of the transmission of the succession in the sense that there is no apostolic 
succession without it, and it is only one way among others in which "apostolic 
authority may be conveyed, but'', Professor Schlink continued, "it can be wel- 
comed and stught after as a meaningful sign of apostolic succession and of the 
unity and 'catholicity! in time and space of the church", 


The programmes developed at the annual conference are carried out in many 
regional study conferences throughout Germany. ‘Within the German churches there 
are also fifty permanent study groups dealing specifically with the study projects 
of the world Council of Churches, HeP.S., Geneva 


The Church and Atomic Weapons 


The Dutch Ecumenical Council has adopted the declarations on atom bomb ex- 
periments and disarmament passed by the Central Committee of the orld Council of 
Churches and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs this summer 
(see EUS No. 30). In a letter addressed to the government of the Netherlands , to 
both Chambers of the States General and to the member churches of the Dutch 
Ecumenical Council, the council stressed the great importance of these two ecu- 
_menical documents in forming public opinion. 


* 
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The British Council of Churches has approved the two statements on atom bomb 


experiments and disarmament passed at this summer's meeting of the WCC's Central 
Committee, and relayed them to the British government. 


t 
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The Quakers in Norway have informed the Norwegian parliament and the govern- 
ment of their concern about the fact that Norway has accepted the offer to receive 
' guided missiles as a means of strengthening its military defences, The Quakers 
pointed out that to describe guided missiles as "defensive weapons" was stretching 
the term "defensive" further than was reasonable and good. 


sie 
ae 
st 
> 


Over 120 pastors in the Swedish lutheran Church have issued a warning against 
the acquisition of atomic weapons by the Swedish armed forces. The statement, which 
is signed by Dire coor Olov Hartmann of Sigtuna and Provost Nils Bolander of aad 
stresses that atomic bombs endanger the safety of a country rather than ebvsbat hans 
ing it, It also supports a proposal to be made to the United States to stop the 
atom bomb tests until the Commission of the United Nations has worked out the 
report on the dangers of radiation. 
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The Swedish Missionary Association has demanded the cessation of atomic 


me 


bomb tests, and has requested the Swedish government to support this petition 
through the United Nations. It also urged the total prohibition of the use of 


atomic weapons. E.P.Se, Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA : Christian Council Makes Statement on Race Law 


The Christian Council of South Africa has issued a statement on the recently- 
passed Native Laws Amendment Act (see EPS Nos.10, 11, 13, 14 and 15/16). 


Pointing out that "we regret that despite strong representations made by this 
Council and by the churches, the bill has become law", the council reiterated that 
it "regards the fact that the liinister of Native Affairs can prohibit any African 
from attending worship in churches outside native townships as a crave infringe- 
ment of the right of the churches to order their own affairs and of the freedom 
of the individual", 


The council pointed out that under another clause of the same act, the minister 
"has power to prohibit the association of individuals of the various racial groups, 
which is part of the normal fu ctioning of Christian life. The council emphasised, 
however, that unless further action is taken by the Iinister, people of all racial 
groups may still worship together without dreaking the law and urged the churches 
to continue to function, undeterred by this legislation. 


Concluded the council statement: "We shall continue to pray and to work for 
the repeal of this act", 


Baptists, Methodists Oppose Government's Race Policies 


The Baptist Union of South Africa has urged the government to convene a 
special conference of national leaders to discuss its apartheid policies, The 
Baptist resolution specified that the conference should be attended by representa- 
tives of all racial groups in the country,and warned that if the government con- 
tinues to enact laws supporting racial discrimination the result will be "mass 
violence" . 


At the same time, the new president of the Methodist Conference of South 
Africa, the Rev. Clifford Kk, Storey, has said that as long as the policy of any 
South African government is based on white supremacy, the Methodist Church will 
oppose it. 


Speaking at his induction service, Mr. Storey said that "the basic evil of 
apartheid is its view of a fellow-man as someone from whom we must be separated. 
It is against the divine order of relationships because it denies the inherent 

_hunan dignity of non-whites. Nothing can erase an insult to his essential humanity 
from a man's soul."Mr, Storey said he reiterated the Methodist Church's stand 
against the Native Laws Amendment Act. "We will be compelled to disobey the law 
if it is evoked to take away the right of any of our people to worship in any of 
our churches," 


Reeves Calls Apartheid "Evil and Vicious" 


The Bishop of Johannesburg, the Right Rev. Ambrose Reeves, told a diocesan 
synod that it was "flagrantly immoral" to maintain white supremacy in a racially 
mixed society. The cardinal error of apartheid is its failure to regard human 
beings as individuals, he said. "This concept of apartheid, whatever form it may 

take, is an evil and vicious thing against which the Church hasn alternative but 
to struggle." E.P.S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


The International Convention of Disciples of Christ has called for "corrective 
measures! with a view to liberalising immigration and refugee legislation in the 
United States. At its annual meeting, the convention urged revision of national 
origins quota provisions which "by implication deny the personal dignity of South- 
erm and Eastern Europeans and Asians", and of "provisions which discriminate 
between naturalised and native-born citizens", 
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Bishop Mar Jacob Severios of Beirut has been elected Patriarch of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church, His installation took place at Homs, Syria, on October 26. The 
Syrian Orthodox Church, which was called the Jacobit Church, has main branches in 
the Near East, in Travancore, India, and in the United States. 
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On October 20 a service at the Cathedral of Trondheim, Norway, was broadcast 
over all the radio networks in Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Finland, The programme, 
the first of its kind, will be followed by joint broadcasts of services from 
churches in other Northern countries. 
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The Synod of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia in Western Germany has 
issued an appeal for increased help to people in all the areas of the world 
threatened by hunger. The Synod requested the World Council of Churches "constant~ 
ly to urge the governments of the nations which God has blessed with prosperity 
to relieve the hunger in the world, especially in the countries of rapid social 
change, and not to slacken in these efforts". 
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In connection with the calling-in of the currency in the German Democratic 
Republic, two of the leaders of the church in Magdeburg - Consistorial President 
Kurt Grunbaum and Oberkonsistorialrat Dr. Siegfried Klewitz - were arrested "for 
infringing the law concerning the currency in Eastern Germany", Dr. Otto Dibelius, 
Bishop of Berlin, was also accused by the press in Hasterm Germany of "surround- 
ing himself with a group of NATO politicians" who dealt in "currency rackets and 
speculations". He was described as "an agent of American and West German monopoly 
capital", 
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Religious television is to be greatly developed in German Switzerland during 
the next few years. In addition to televising church services and giving a "Sunday 
message"! at the close of the Sunday programme, the Swiss churches want to pay more 
attention to the general programme and to improve its artistic and ethical level. 
These decisions were reached at a conference of the churches of the German-Swiss 
Cantons, which have hitherto been opposed to religious television. 
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After eighteen years, the monthly publication of the Evangelical-hkeformed 
Church of Poland, "Jednota" (Unity), is now appearing again in ‘/arsaw, edited by 
Jan Niewieczerzal, superintendent of the Reformed Church of Poland. In its section 


entitled 'Ockumene" and "At Home and Abroad! it gives a survey of the work of the 


World Council of Churches and of the lire of churches all over the world, From 
1926 to 1939 "Jednota" was edited by its founder, Stefan Skierski, and by Pastor 
ludwik Zaunar, who died in 1945 at Dachau concentration camp. BePeSe, Geneva 
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GERMANY Catholics aid Protestants United against Youth Dedications 


A pastoral letter from the Roman Catholic bishops of East Germany objecting 
to state support of the Communist-sponsored youth dedication ceremonies has been 
read in all Catholic churches in East Berlin and the German Democratic Republic. 
Similar action was taken by the East German Evangelical bishops (see EPS No. 40). 


Affirming that state support make the ceremonies obligatory and encroaches 
on liberty of conscience, the bishops told the congregations that acceptance of 
the youth dedications was incompatible with confession of the Christian faith. - 
They recalled their previous stand against voluntary participation in the cere- 
mony, issued in October 1955. 


The youth dedication issue has been dramatised by an incident in the Hast 
German town of Schwerin, where the public prosecutor has placed a clergyman under 
arrest on a charge of refusing "honourdile burial! to the daughter of the president 
of an collective farm who had participated in the youth dedication ceremony. The 
prosecutor has opened proceedings against the pastor, Propst Marcker,and denounced 
his staid as an infringement of the equal rights granted to all citizens under the 
DDR constitution. Following the incident the vice-president of the Schwerin town 
council told the Bishop of liecklenburg, Dr. Niklot Beste, that in future there 
must be no distinction in providing the use of communal or church cemeteries or 
funeral chapels. A reply from the church is expected. 


Reacting to the arrest of the Schwerin pastor, the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Cologne, Cardinal Josef Frings, has written to Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin 
to express "pain aiid indignation". He says "we feel as though we had all been 
arrested too, for everyone with church oversight, whether Protestant or Catholic, 
would have felt obliged to act in the same way in a similar situation," 
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Visa Refused, Press Attacks Church 


ast Berlin authorities have refused a visa for Bishop Volkmar Herntrich of 
Hamburg, who was to have attended the annual Luther Association meeting in Witten- 
berg, DUR, on October 31. Bishop Herntrich is vice-president of the Association. 
Following the refusal, the meeting was transferred to Berlin. 


An issue of the East German Evangelical News Service failed to appear on 
October 24, and has been assumed confiscated by the authorities in East Germany. 


The wave of attacks on Evangelical and Catholic churches has increased in 
political parties and newspapers. Accusations levelled at church leaders have 
become increasingly derogatory in the last few weeks. A publication of the 
Socialist Unity Party (SED) has described Christianity as "a corrosive poison 
in a country which has succeeded in establishing Socialism under the leadership 
of the working class". Bishop Moritz Mitzenhein, of Thuringia, has been accused 
of "misusing the Bible outrageously and degrading it into a primer of instruc- 
tion for NATO", 


Berlin Church Defends Currency Dealings 


Following allegations against two pastors of the church in Magdeburg charg- 
ing them with illicit currency trassactions (see EPS No. 41), the council of the 
Church of Berlin-Brandenburg has issued a statement, which says: "Last year in 
west Berlin one-and-a-half million Fast German marks were received as contribu- 
tions to church taxes and collections. In May 1956 a first application was made, 
and then repeated, for transference of these Bast German marks to East Berlin. A 
permit could not be obtained. On October 16, 1957, a fresh application was made 
for trausfer of this money. The 400,000 Hast marks referred to come from this 
source, 


"The responsible leaders of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg 


__ have asked for further inquiries to be made into the matter, According to in- 


vestigations so far made, the sums in question were all received in a legal way. 
The Evangelical Bishop of Berlin has nothing whatsoever to do with the trans- 
action," ePsSe, Geneva 


Refugees Arrive from Hong Kong 


(Geneva) - Sixty-one \hite Russian aged and sick "hard core" refugees from China 
landed in Geneva on Sunday, November 4, on their way to hospitals ai:d homes for 
the aged in Switzerland, Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, France and Ireland. They were 
met by Dr. Edgar Chandler, the World Council of Churches! Director of Service to 
Refugees, 


Their arrival marked the end of years of work on behalf of thirty-five of 
them by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World 
Council of Churches. Many of the thirty-five teaving Hong Kong under \iCC sponsor- 
ship had applied for emigration as long ago as 1952. Of the World Council sponsored 
Cases, sixteen will remain in Switzerl-nd, ten go to Belgium, six to Ireland, two 
to Sweden and one to France. HeP.Se, Geneva 
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COLOMBIA Evangelicals Ask Government to Assure Religious Freedom 


(Bogota) - The Evangelical Confederation of Colombia has asked the zovernment to 


adopt a series of measures which it said would protect the rights of Protestants 
in this ccuntryvand "ccrrect the abuses of the past... tn this new era of legality 
end right". The request was made in a letter sent to the military junta goverm- 
ment last July and just made public two weeks ago. 


The confederation, made up of fcurteen groups, most of then of United States 
Origin, said that as an immediate result of the letter the Interior Minister 
has taken steps aimed at eventually reopening closed Protestant schools at places 
"where public order will not be imperilled by such action", They said the church 
at Barrancabermeja, which ministers to the largest Protestant congregation in 
Colombia, was reopened a month ago, However, two weeks later, the church was 
again closed. The congregation has taken legal steps to have it reopeved, so far 
without result. 


The confederation said in its letter that its members believed "that they will 
obtain guarantees from authorities and the respect of the Colombian people to 
worship God and Christ according to their conscience” and asked for a public 
declaration on religious freedom in Colombia. The governme:t was also asked to 
direct subordinate officials instructing them to grant guara:tess to Protestants. 

HeP.S.e, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Missionary Council Set Up for Bantu Areas 


NN NC a 


A Missionary Cou :cil for the Bantu (non-white) trust areas in the Transvaal 
has been formed by the Dutch Reformed Church (Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk) to 
study missionary requirements. At its first meeting the ccuncil recommended 
appointing ten additional white missionaries and five non-white ministers and 
establishing fcur new mission hospitals in the trust area. There are 3,400,000 
Bantus in the Transvaal, 1,124,000 of them living in the trust areas. 


At the same time, the Dutch Reformed Church announced that its first Indian 
converts were baptised at Boksburg last month. The church recently appointed its 


first missionary to work among the Indians in the Tra:svaal, H.P.Se, Geneva 
POLAND Inter-Church Aid Reaching Pastors, Jorkers, Churches 


(Warsaw) ~- nenewed ecumerical inter-church aid in Poland is meeting with general-— 
ly satisfactory results, it was reported at a special session of the Polish 
Ecumenical Council on October 29-30 in warsaw. The council ccnvened to meet the 
Rev, Howard Schomer, World Council of Churches Secretary for Inter-Church Aid in 
Europe, and Pastor Daniel Cederberg of Staffaustorp, Sweden, who is serving both 
the lutheran World Federation aid the JCC as a special liaison with the Polish 
churches, 


It was reported that every pastor and every full-time lay church worker is 


receiving a special emergency grant equal to approximately two months’ salary. 


At the same time, the first new ecumenical gifts for church work, institutional 
Services and building repairs are being received. 


After detailed consultations during the council meeting and with denomination- 


_ al leaders, the general framework for a larger programme of assista ice in 1958 


q 


No, 42 - November 8th, 1957 -4- 346 


was worked out. Pastor Cederberg is at present travelling through Poland visiting 
local churches ad projects and helping churches draw up statements concerning 
their most urgent needs. 


During the council sessions, it was reported that the draft constitution 
and bylaws have beer presented to government authorities for recognition. Several 
of the seven member churches have named their official representatives to the 
council. The council also noted that it had been granted consultative status with 
the world Council of Churches as a result of action this summer by the wWCC's 
Central Committee. 


Commissions were set up by the Polish Council to deal with inter-church aid, 
literature and Sunday school and youth work. The Rev. Jan Niewieczerzal of the 
Reformed Church heads the Inter-Church Aid Commission, the Rev, Otto Krenz of the 
Evangelical Augsburg Church will direct the Literature and Sunday School Comnis- 
sion and the Rev. Bogdan Tranda of the Reformed Church is head of the Youth 


Commission. H.P.S., Geveva 
OWIT ZERLAND Paris Mission Hears Reports from Cameroons, Algeria 


Reports on current problems in the Cameroons and Algeria marked the General 
Assembly of the Paris Evangelical Missionary Society held recently in Geneva. The 
meeting was the first to be held in that city for 27 years and was widely regarded 
as underlining the society's international and ecumenical character, 


Reporting on the situation and prospects of the newly autonomous Reformed 
Church in the Cameroons, Pastor Malo, one of the church's pastors, said: "It is 
now that the churches have the greatest need of missionaries who stay with them 
to keep them going, missionaries of the finest calibre, not bosses but workers, 
who will carry on the struggle. One can feel a rising force in those churches. 
Something positive has sprung from their independence. and the missionary is 
freed; he is no longer responsible for everything. The whole work is inspired 
with an atmosphere of confidence and real collaboration." 


Pastor Malo described the political climate of the Cameroons as "anti- 
Protestant", He said the churches were "caught in a tension between Islam and 
neo-paganism’, and that "Western atheism is becoming established in workshops 
where owners are not Christians". Pastor Malo appealed for men and money to aid 
in overcrowded hospitals and schools. 


In a review of missionary problems in Algeria, Pastor André Chatoney, district 
president of the french Reformed Church in Algeria, said that in 1954 32 mission 
Stations employed nearly 100 missionaries recruited by the Algerian Missi onary 
Council from a variety of churches and missionary societies. He said there was a 
growing need for missionaries equipped to carry on a discussion with Muslim 
intellectuals. An Evangelical Institute for the study of Islam is being planned. 
The Algerian crisis has forced many mission stations to close, but others are 
Carrying on and need new personnel. 


The meetings of the society, which is broadly interdenominational, were 
attenided by Dr. w.A. Visser 't Hooft, the general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, and by Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the world Presby- 
terian Alliasce,. E.P.S., Geneva 
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GERMANY berlin Kirchentag Builds Inner life of Church 


A "new kind of Kirchentag", this time in the autumn, has been held in Berlin 
follcwing cancellation of plans to meet in the summer in Thuringia, DDR (see 
EPS No. 17). The substitute meeting, attended by 3,000 delegates from East and 
West Germany, ccnce.:trated on deepening the inner life of the churches by in- 
tensive personal discussion and sharing of experience between the congregations. 
-Those aims were also realised by visiting local congregations in many parts of 
Kast and vest Berlin. 


The Berlin meeting was preceded by heated press attacks in Communist East 
vermaily, accusing the Kirchentag movement of being politically motivated. 


The Hamburg evangelical paper "Sonntagsblatt" says that the delegates "did 
not allcw themselves to be intimidated: they came in spite of all the difficulties 
- and that in itself is significant". hen they were together they did not make 
any demonstration or protests, the report says. They just talked quietly and 
modestly about the concerns of the Church."The ikirchentag has sometimes been 
suspected of living on political enthusiasm and in the hope of German reunifica- 
tion. The autumn meetings in Berlin allayed this suspicion. They showed that the 
Kirchentag is founded on the voice of Christ." 


Kirchentag president Reinold von Thadden described the Berlin meeting as a 
time for spiritual reflection in the Church. He said it would not have much 
effect on the world at large but stimulate the whole work of the Church, where 
there was a great danger of falling into routine, 


The same note was struck by Klaus von Bismarck, lay leader from the Ruhr, 
when he told one of the six closing meetings held in the Sports Palace. that the 
aim was not "a demonstration for German reunification, nor a Christian plan 
for solving the political problems of today", Bismarck said that "it would ill 
become Protestants and the Church which sprang from the Refomation to insist 
from political motives on the ccntinuance of an indivisible German national 
Church, If we are really ready to repent!', he continued, "to accept the destiny 
of our poor country from God's hand as constituting our task, then we shall 
remain indivisible as we perform it," Telling the meeting that the repentance 
and commitment of the Church would be shown in its "u derstanding shown to the 
under=privileged and people of other faiths", Bismarck recalled how "the fear 
and misery of the Third Reich taught us that it isin just such conditions that 
Christ has sometimes tested us and encountered us in the form of Jews and Marxists," 


The five other closing meetings were held in churches in Hast and West 
Berlin, Speakers included Dr. Gerhard Brennecke, missionary leader from East 
Berlin, Pastor Bruno Schottstadt of the evangelical Gossner Mission in Berlin, 
Dr, Hans-Herman, Kirchentag general secretary, and Pastor Martin Niemdller, 
who spoke on Christian unity and on missions. 


October 27 was celebrated in all German evangelical churches as "Kirchentag 
Sunday". Pastors preached on the text chosen fronthe Berlin meeting: "The Lord, 
He Is God". The services and the Berlin Kirchentag were a calmination to smaller 
"local Kirchentags" along the same line throughout the summer (see EPS, No. 38). 


Next year a similar congress or "small Kirchentag'"' will be held in Hamburg. 
The next full scale Kirchentag will be in Munich in 1959. HeP.S., Geneva 
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In Brief 
The new Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, the Most Rev, Jocst de Blank, made 
South African history at his enthronement on October 21 when he ~speated a large 
pert of his sermon in Afrikaans, The archbishop said he had no easy solution for 
the complex problems in South Africa,but told the congregation that he prayed 
that sacrificial love would find expression in the communities, industries and 


education in the Union, 
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A conference of 55 theological students from the Evangelical Church of 
Hessen-Nassau, Germany, has urged the Evangelical churches in Germany to take 
more interest in Asian church unions and apply lessons learned by the younger 
united churches. 
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For the first time on record, a lutheran pastor from the state of Madhya 
Pradesh in India will serve within the Lutheran missionary work in Tanganyika, 
where there are about 60,000 Indians. Of these, one-third, mostly Hindus and 
Moslems, live in Dar es Salaam, the capital. 
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A church calendar has been published by the Iutheran Church of Estonia 
for the first time since the incorporation of that country in the Soviet Union 
in 1944, The church, under Archbishop Jaan Kiivit, has about 350,000 members. 


* 
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The existence of small continuing groups of Iutherans is reported in the 
district between the River Neva and Lake Paipus, which at one time belonged to 
Sweden and is now part of the USSR, Three old pastors are assisted by laymen in 
giving baptism, communion, marriage and funeral rites. At a Protestant festival 
in the town of Kelto, baptism and the confirmation of youth tock place in the 
open air in the absence of a building for worship. 
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"The Gospel of Christ" is a new four-page monthly published by the United 
Church of Christ in Japan and designed chiefly for laymen and "seekers'', Ten 
thousand copies of the first issue of the publication were printed... 


A director of religious programmes on television has been appointed by the 
Finnish Broadcasting System. He is Mr, Osmo Visuri, formerly with the Finnish 
Missionary Society. 


A new wing of the Lampsa Old People's Home in Athens, Greece, has been open- 
ed by His Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens and All Greece Theoclitos. The wing, 
which will accommodate ninety aged Iron Curtain refugees, was made possible by 
money given through the world Council of Churches aid by gifts from private bene- 
factors. 
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King Paul and Queen Frederica of Greece visited the aged refugees in St, 
Pantaleimon's Home in Salonica on October 28, The home is jointly financed by the 
World Council of Churches and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and houses 
forty men and women from behind the Iron Curtain. KeP.S., Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Visser 't Hooft, Lund-Quist Receive German Honour 


(Geneva) - Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, and Dr. Carl E. Iund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation, received the "meritorious great cross" within the Order of 
Merit of the German Federal Republic at ceremonies in Geneva on November 10. 
This is one of the highest honours that can be conferred by the German Federal 
Republic. 


In conferring the Order of Merit on the two ecumenical church leaders, 
German Ambassador Friedrich Wilhelm Holzapfel said that it was a token of 
gratitude for all that "you and your organisations and all your colleagues 
have done for us in Germany during our most difficult trials and in our great- 
est distress". After the war, the ambassador said, it was the churches who 
opened the door again for the German people, showing them the way back to the 
community of nations. The churches of the world have relieved the tremendous 
distress of German citizens, Dr. Holzapfel said, through both spiritual and 
material help. More than fifty million dollars have been received in Germany 
through church groups, he pointed out, and added that without this material 
help few of the children in Germany would be alive today. Dr. Holzapfel 
stressed that conferring the Order of Merit does not mean that Germany has 
paid back what it owes to the churches. Instead, he said, it is only an out- 
ward token of the gratitude in the hearts of the German people. "It is now 
the turn of the German people to help your organisations as they aid other 
countries which are in need today, in accordance with the biblical instruction 
to bear one another's burdens", he concluded. 


The presentation was made at a reception honouring Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Germany, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
and a president of the World Council of Churches. B.P.5., Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Bishop Dibelius Preaches at 250th Anniversary of Lutheran 
Church in Geneva 


(Geneva) - The Lutheran Church in Geneva marked its 250th anniversary on Sun- 
day, November 10, with special services and a sermon by Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 


In a Sunday morning sermon before a congregation that packed the church's 
sanctuary, Bishop Dibelius spoke of the hidden fear which underlies the life 
of all nations today, and said that there is nothing for people to do but to 
live like Martin Luther, simply placing themselves under the mercy of God and 
drawing comfort and security from trust in Hin. Turning to thc position of 
the church in East Germany, the bishop urged all churches which still enjoy a 
certain security to remember their responsibility to their brethren and sisters 
under oppression. "The decisive thing for us is not to maintain the organi- 
sation of the Church in Fast Germany", he said. "Tt is rather to ensure that 
the people there - who feel isolated and who seldom ever have an opportunity 
to breathe freely or any real reason to feel happy - may realise that there 
are people in other parts of the world who recognise their difficulties, and 
who are trying to show them friendship and to help them to act in accordance 
with their conscience." 


At an evening service, Bishop Dibelius was welcomed by the congregation, 
and messages of greetings to him and to the church were received. 
H.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Contributions to Churches Pass Two Billion Dollar Mark 


(New York) - Contributions to fifty-two Protestant and Eastern Orthodox commu~ 
nions in the United States reached a record total of $2,041,908,161 in 1956 - 
passing the two billion dollar mark for the first time in history. 


The total represents an increase of $199,315,901 over 1955, when fifty 
church bodies reported their statistics. 


The nearly nine and a half million members of the Methodist Church gave 
the largest amount - $413,893,955 - for a per capita average of $43.82. The 
second highest total was reported by the Southern Baptist Convention, with a 
record $372,136,675. The bulk of the contributions was earmarked for local 
congregational expenses, while almost seventy million went for foreign missi-~ 
onary work. 


The figures were compiled by the National Council of the Churches of 


Christ in the USA. E.P.S., Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Anglican Bishop Proposes Ordination of Laymen 


(London) ~ The Anglican Bishop of Southwell, the Right Rev. Frank Russell 
Barry, has suggested that laymen be recruited for a voluntary or part-time 
Ministry to meet the shortage of curates in the Church of England. 


His plan, he said, would mean ordaining laymen to assist full-time minis- 
ters, It would involve "the ordination of men of recognised Christian stan- 
ding and leadership in church and public life who are earning their living in 
secular occupations, but are nevertheless admitted to holy orders and authori- 
sed to assist full-time ministers.... We are thinking of men ordained to holy 
orders like the rest of the clergy, but on a part-time basis." 


Holy orders in the Church of England include deacons as well as priests 
and bishops. Deacons are not able to celebrate the sacraments. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Intemational Protestant Broadcasting Station 
(Geneva) - "La Vie Protestante", a weekly Protestant paper published in Geneva, 


has invited all the Protestant and Evangelical associations which are interes- 
ted in an international Protestant broadcasting station in Switzerland to ex- 
press their views on this much-debated question. 


At the same time, the paper published an article by Mr. A. Méckli, former 
director of the Telegraph and Telephone Department of the Swiss postal services, 
saying that the difficulties involved in setting up a transmission service of 
this kind would not be insuperable, as many people have maintained. Point— 
ing out that the Church of Christ can only fulfil its task of evangelism if it 
can make itself heard in the so-called "Christiar!' countries of Europe, Mr. 
Méckli said that the moment has come for the Protestant churches of bLurope to 
take energetic action in the matter. 


According to reports from the Swiss Protestant Press Service, the first 
donations towards a Protestant broadcasting station in Switzerland have already 
been sent in. 


The Swiss Protestant Church Federation discussed the project at its meet— 
ing last June, but because of financial and technical difficulties it decided 
that at present it could not assume responsibility for a broadcasting station 


of this kind (see EPS No. 25). E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Churches Send WOO Disarmament Resolution to the Government 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) - Resolutions concerning disarmament and atom bomb tests 
adopted this summer by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
(see EPS No. 30) will be placed before the government of the German Federal 
Republic by two representatives of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD), Prildt Herman Kunst and Probst Heinrich Gruber. The EKD 
Council authorised its representatives to the government to pass on the reso- 
lutions at a meeting in Frankfurt-am-Main on November 8. The representatives 
will also ask for an interview between delegates from the EKD Council and 
government officials. 


The decision by the German church group to send the resolution to the 
government follows similar action by churches in the United States, Great 
Britain and the Netherlands. 


Turning to the separation of East and West Germany, the Council of the 
EKD sent greetings to Protestant churches in both sections, pointing out the 
inseparable unity of the Protestant Church in Germany and the indissoluble 
fellowship of faith, responsibility and intercession. 


Realising the special tasks which confront the church because of the large 
number of refugees in camps and the constant stream of refugees from Eastern 
Germany, the council appointed Bishop Reinhard Wester of Schleswig as a special 
"bishop for refugees". 


Prises Lothar Kreyssig of Magdeburg in Eastern Germany, who could not get 
a visa, was the only council member to miss the meeting. The council said 
it would protest to the government. E.P.S., Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Inter-Church Meetings Held 


(Berne) - On October 31, for the fourth time, representatives of Swiss churches 
belonging to the World Council of Churches and of various "independent commu- 
nities" held a fraternal meeting in Berne and tackled the question of prose- 
lytisn. 


One conclusion of the discussion was that an atmosphere of friendly under- 
standing must be created in order to avoid sterile rivalry and to guide Pro- 
testants towards collaboration, so that they can give a united Christian witness. 


Among the fifty delegates were representatives of churches belonging to 
the Swiss Protestant Church Federation and the Evangelical Alliance, and leaders 
of the Old Catholic Church, the Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church and the 
Salvation Army. For the first time, the Assemblies of French-speaking Swit- 
gerland, the Baptist Churches in the Jura and the Institute of Emmatis sent 
representatives. 


Future plans call for an annual meeting to help "build up living contacts 
between the separated parts of the church". 


In Brief 


Bishop Hugo Hahn, 71, has died in Dresden, Until his: retirement in 1953 
he was head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony. He had been active 
in the "Church Struggle" under National Socialism. 


* * 


In the name of the Protestant Church in the Palatinate, church president 
Hans Stempel has protested against a plan of the American Armed Forces in Ger- 
many to build rocket bomb bases close to hospitals and homes operated by the 
church at Lachen-Speyerdorf. 


x * 


The shortage of pastors, especially in some villages, is causing grave 
concern to the Reformed Church in Yugoslavia. In order to interest young 
people in the work of the Church, last year's senior school pupils were in- 
vited to attend this year's Synod meeting. At the present time three young 
Reformed Yugoslavs are studying theology and at the same time serving a church. 


x ¥ 


In Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, the Evangelical churches have arranged 
the prominent public display of posters, giving information on the week's 


events in the churches. 
ae 


The Dutch Ecumenical Council has decided to send a donation towards the 
Protestant pavilion at the Brussels Exhibition, 1958. 


x * 


This year the Dutch churches are celebrating the second Sunday in Advent 
(December 8) as "Ecumenical Sunday", and the Dutch Ecumenical Council has 
asked its member churches to make a collection to aid ecumenical work. 


%* * 


Miss Sylvi Visapa, of Finland, one of the vice-presidents of the World 
YWCA, and Miss Ivy Khan, general secretary of the YWCA of India, have just 
returned from a four-week visit to the YWCA of China, where they visited seven 
YWCA centres in different parts of the country. 


Kite 
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The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece has decided to be repre- 
sented at celebrations in Moscow next May marking the fortieth anniversary of 
the reestablishment of the Russian Patriarchate. However, archbishop Theo- 
clitos of Athens, head of the Greek Church, has declined an invitation from 
Patriarch Alexei of Moscow to attend the celebrations as leader of a dele- 
gation of three metropolitans. 


Ee ge 


A special appeal is being launched this month in the United States by 
Church World Service to raise nearly a million dollars to finance the 1958 
Share Our Surplus programme through which food from U.S. surplus stocks is dis- 
tributed free overseas. Under the 1958 programme, more than 300 million 
pounds of food, valued at nearly forty million dollars, will be distributed. 


* * 


Heifer Project passed the 10,000 mark in cattle shipments last month. 
The inter-credal relief agency with headquarters in New Windsor, Maryland, was 
formed in 1944, and has sent heifers, chickens, ducks, bees, goats, rabbits and 
sheep to farmers in thirty-four countries, 


Sei tea 


Dr. John Annand Fraser, of Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Scotland, is the modera- 
tor-elect of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland for 1958. He will 
succeed Dr. George MacLeod when the Assembly meets in May. 


oun 


The Rev. Lajos Daranyi, former pastor at Sarospatak and dean of the church 
district of Szemplen, has been elected bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church 
for the diocese described as "on this side of the Theiss". The new bishop's 
diocese is a former district of the Trans-Tiscian Church, and was dissolved 
in 1953 and restored this year (see EPS No. 17). 


Ks 


The Right Rev. Alfred Edwin Morris, the Bishop of Monmouth, was elected 
Archbishop of Wales on November 5. He is the first non-Welsh speaking primate. 
Dr. Morris succeeds the late Archbishop John Morgan. 

B.P.S., Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Confessional Leaders Meet "Informally" in Geneva 


(Geneva) - The first consultative meeting of executives of world confessional 
bodies adjourned on November 15 in Geneva after agreeing to meet again “infor- 
mally" during next summer's sessions of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Describing the two-day meeting as "extremely helpful", the officials of 
seven confessional groups pledged themselves to exchange statements of purpose 
and constitutions, publications, progress reports on study projects and infor- 
mation on future confessional meetings. 


In other action the group noted the lack of readily available material 
about various denominations, and asked Dr. Hans Harms, associate director of 
the WCC's Division of Studies, to write an exploratory letter to confessional 
groups, suggesting a joint project calling for publishing a series of books 
that would include doctrine, organisation and important statements of each 
major confession. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, speaking 
to the group, said that in the WCC there is "a sense of gratefulness about the 
attitude the world confessional bodies have observed in the period of the forma- 
tion of the council", Looking to the contribution that the bodies can make to 
the ecumenical movement, he said that "the emphasis on confessional movements 
during and after the formation of the WCC is a historically inevitable develo- 
pment, because through the formation of the council the question of Christian 
unity was put in a completely new way. No church can give an answer to this 
challenge before it has thought through this question within its own confessional 
setting." Dr. Visser 't Hooft also said that confessional movements form a 
sort of bridge to those churches which are not yet members of the WCC, inter- 
preting to them what the council really is. 


Looking at points of danger within the ecumenical movement, Dr. Visser 
't Hooft warned that many people "feel our operation will become bureaucratic. 
We must keep this danger in mind," 
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Dr. Visser 't Hooft called on the confessional leaders to help end over- 
lapping, especially in the field of inter-church aid. 


Attending the sessions were Dr. Carl Lund-Quist, executive secretary of 
the Lutheran World Federation, who served as chairman; the Rev. Dr. hk. Benson 
Perkins (United Kingdom), the Rev. Elmer Clark and Mr. Edwin L. Jones of the 
United States, and Bishop Ferdinand Sigg of Switzerland, for the World Metho- 
dist Council; Dr. Marcel Pradervand and Dr. Lewis 5S. Mudge, World Presbyterian 
Alliance; the Bishop of Willesden, the Rt. Rev. George E. Ingle, for the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; Mr. Arnold Orhn, Baptist World Alliance; Herbert M. 
Hadley, UK, for Friends' World Committee for Consultation; the Rev. Ralph 
Calder, UK, secretary, International Congregational Council. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES _ Southern Clergymen Declare Race Relations Principles 


(Atlanta) - Eighty white Protestant clergymen in Atlanta, Georgia, have joined 
in a declaration of race relations principles urging obedience to law, the pre- 
servation of public schools, the protection of free speech and the maintenance 
of communication between white and Negro leaders. 


The ministers said they prepared the statement as individuals and represent- 
ed no-one exeept themselves, But they asserted that their sentiments "are 
shared by a multitude of our fellow citizens......who know that hatred, defiance 
and violence are not the answer to our problems, but who have been without a 
voice and have found no way to make their influence effective". 


Pointing out that they presented their views with deep humility and "peni- 
tence for our own failures", the ministers said that "we cannot claim that the 
problem of race relationships has been solved even in the churches which we serve". 


Listed in the declaration were six principles 'bf basic importance for our 
thought and conduct": freedom of speech must be preserved; as Americans and as 
Christians we have an obligation to obey the law; the public school system must 
not be destroyed; hatred for those of another race or for those who hold a posi- 
tion different from our own can never be justified; communication between respon- 
sible leaders of both races must be maintained: our difficulties can be solved 
only through prayer. 


The signers of the statement are not a majority of the white Protestant 
clergymen in Atlanta, which has more than 400 churches, but the group does include 
pastors of many of the city's largest churches and leaders of various denominati- 


ons. K.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Dean Pope Criticises Churches on Race Policies 


Dean Liston Pope of the Yale University Divinity School, speaking at the 
annual ecumenical service of the Massachusetts Council of Churches, on November 
10, said that the Church is the most segregated major institution in American 
society, and called on American churchgoers to remember that most Christian 
churches in the world repudiate racial discrimination. 


The Church, he continued, has lagged behind the U.S. Supreme Court as the 
conscience of the nation on the racial question, and "it has also fallen far 
behind trade unions, athletics and most other major areas of human association 
as far as its achievement of integration in its own life is concerned". 

E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 44 - November 22nd, 1957 -4- eal 


The Swedish gift also included the construction of a chapel which holds 
carved wood iconostasis and other furnishings rescued from the ruins of churches 
destroyed by the earthquakes. During the dedication ceremony, Bishop John Cull- 
berg, president of Svenska Kyrkohjalpen, presented a set of silver communion 
vessels for use in the chapel to the Bishop of Cephalonia. Also present for 
the dedication were Bishop Alexis, representing His Beatitude the Archbishop of 
Athens and All Greece, Theoclitos; Dr. Olle Nystedt, vice-president of Svenska 
Kyrkohjalpen, and Dr. Harry Johansson, general secretary; Dr. H.S. Alivisatos, 
chairman of the hospital board of trustees; the governor of Cephalonia and the 
Mayor of Lixouri; and the Rev. Raymond’E. Maxwell of Geneva and Mr. M. Christo- 
pher King of Athens, both staff members of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees. 


In addition to temporary churches supplied immediately after the earthquakes, 
gifts sent from churches through the Division have paid for five permanent church 
buildings on the earthquake-striken islands, where hundreds of churches were 
totally destroyed, and for the construction and repair of church buildings in 
the Thessaly district of Greece which was hit by earthquakes in 1954 and 1955. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA Government to Take Control of University 


The government of the Union of South Africa has announced plans to take over 
the control of Fort Hare University College for non-whites, a school with tradi- 
tional church ties, and place it under the control of the Minister of Native 
Affairs rather than the Minister of Education. 


Fort Hare, originally a Church of Scotland mission foundation, has been 


closely connected with various Christian communities. Anglicans, Presbyterians 
and Methodists have maintained hostels on the campus. Compensation will be paid 
for the buildings taken over from the religious groups. E.P.S., Geneva 


JAPAN Preparations Under Way for WCCESSA Convention in Tokyo 


(Tokyo) - More than six thousand persons are expected to take part in the Con- 
vention of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, 
set for August 6 - 13, 1958, in Aoyama Gakuin University in Tokyo. 


Speakers approached for evening public meetings in Tokyo's Sports Arena are 
Dr. Henry P, Van Dusen, president of Union Theological Seminary in New York, 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Germany, the Honourable Charles Malik of Lebanon, the 
Rev. T. Olufosoye of Africa, Dr. G. Baez-Camargo of Latin America and Bishop 
Enrique C. Sobrepena of the Philippines. 


Other meetings planned for Japan in the summer include the Youth Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, near Karuizawa on July 14 - 18; a World In- 
stitute on Christian Education at Kobe from July 19 to August 1; and an Asian 
Youth Conference and Consultation on Christian Education in Theological Training 


in Tokyo during the first week of August. h.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES cite Dedicated for Interchurch Centre 


(New York) - The site of the twenty-million dollar Interchurch Centre in New 
York City was dedicated by religious and civic leaders on Sunday, November 17. 


The block-long, nineteen-storey building, next door to the well-known River- 
Side Church and to the Union Theological Seminary, will provide offices for the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and several demoninational 
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groups, including agencies of the Presbyterian Church USA, the Methodist Church, 
the American Baptist Convention, the Reformed Church in America, the Disciples 

of Christ and the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Interdenominational 3 
groups allocated space in the building include the World Council of Churches, 
the International Missionary Council, the United Board for Christian Higher 
Education in Asia, the Hymn Society of America, American Leprosy Missions, 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, Council for Clinical Train- 
ing, Interboard Committee for Christian Work in Japan, the Japan International } 
Christian University Foundation, Ludhiana Christian Medical College Committee, 
John Milton Society, Vellore Christian Medical College Board and the World Council 

of Christian Education and Sunday School Association. Three floors are reserved 

for future allocation. 


The building is expected to be ready for occupancy early in 1960. It will 
include a chapel for daily worship services and exhibit room for rare manuscripts 
and other historical items from Protestant and Orthodox churches. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


ITA Christian Voices Heard in Full Employment Conference 


Spokesmen from the churches took part in a conference on full employment 
called at Palermo, Sicily, by the well-known writer and social action pioneer, 
Danilo Dolci, in the first week of November. Danilo Dolci has actively joined 
the unemployed in South Italy in the demand for regular work and food. 


Pastor Tullio Vinay, director of the Protestant community of Agape, spoke 
on "The Christian Viewpoint on the Problem of Full Employment". He told a re- 
presentative group of economists, writers and civic leaders from all over Italy 
that "when Danilo Dolci led his men along a country road as volunteer workers, 
so as to pass from idleness to loving service, he really entered deeply into 
the Christian tradition whereby work is understood as the gift of oneself". 
Affirming that the deprivation of work and of daily bread in many countries 
robbed man of his "vocation" and"removed the possibility of his being himself", 
the Italian Protestant leader declared that “in the economy of the Gospel, when 
you deprive a man of the possibility of work, you also deprive him of his voca- 
tion, killing him in his soul, destroying him as a joyful creature of God and 
a brather bound to one in love", Tullio Vinay told the conference that "more 
than economic, social and political reasons should compel us to tackle the 
problem of full employment resolutely. It should be no less a matter of Chris- 
tian consistency and love for men whom Christ has, called to the task of sharing 
joyfully in God's great work." 


Before Pastor Vinay spoke, a message from Abbé Pierre, founder of the 

"Chiffoniers d'Emmaus" and outstanding Roman Catholic champion of the workless 

and undernourished, was read. Abbé Pierre asked: "How is it possible to leave 

so many human creatures without the resources they need in carrying out their 

will to attain human dignity through labour? They want to fulfil their destiny 

as children of God, at a time when there is a superabundance of science, tech- 

nique, financial resources. Tremendous opportunities for the development of 

the universe are being thrown away!" , 


At the same time the conference heard a greeting from French Protestant 
peace workers Magda and André Trocmé, who underlined the importance of thinking 
about the problem of education in terms of the "re-making of man". 


In a statement made after the meeting, Pastor Vinay said that although the 
participants were of "all political persuasions", considerable progress had been 
made in crossing party lines and creating mutual understanding. "The excellent 
work done can be used by the competent authorities if they want effectively to 
resolve the gravest problem of Southern Italy", he said. 
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At the same time the conference heard a greeting from French Protestant 
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about the problem of education in terms of the “re-making of man". 


In a statement made after the meeting, Pastor Vinay said that although the 
participants were of "all political persuasions", considerable progress had been 
made in crossing party lines and creating mutual understanding. "The excellent 
work done can be used by the competent authorities if they want effectively to 
resolve the gravest problem of Southern Italy", he said. 
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Since the congress ended, Danilo Dolci and his collaborator Franco Alasia 
have embarked on one of their fasts to draw attention to the prevalent hunger 
in South Italy and remind the authorities of the urgency of the situation. 

The writer Carlo Levi, author of "Christ Stopped At Eboli", spoke on November 
17 in a big Palermo theatre to gain the attention of the people and the Italian 


government. E.P.S., Geneva 
HUNGARY LWF Officials Visit Budapest 


Two officials of the Iutheran World Federation, Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, 
executive secretary, and Dr. Vilmos Vajta, director of the Theological Department, 
left for Budapest on November 15 to talk with representatives of the Hungarian 
Lutheran Church and with government officials about further relief aid from the 
IWF. Questions concerning future theological conferences will also be discussed. 


The two Geneva secretaries will review the future work of the Federation 
with Bishop Lajos Ordass, the first vice-president of the LF. During their 
visit, Dr. Iund-Quist and Dr. Vajta are also giving theological lectures and 
conducting worship services. 


Following his visit to Hungary, Dr. Iund-Quist will go to Bratislava, Czecho- 
slovakia, to meet with Slovak Iutheran Bishop Jan Chabada in an effort to streng- 
then links with the Protestant Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia, 
and to discuss the possibilities of holding an IWF conference in Czechoslovakia. 


Chinese church leaders to go to Hungary 


A Ghinese church delegation, led by Bishop K.H. Ting, is expected in Hun- 
gary late this month or early in December. Five Hungarian churchmen visited 
China at the end of September under the leadership of retired lutheran Bishop 
Joszef Szabo. 


Lutheran Church wants to send out missionaries 


A Foreign Missions Committee of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, set up at 
the church's General Assembly this summer, has announced that it wants to send 
out its owm missionaries, although they would have to work in German or Finnish 
societies. Before World War II there was a Hungarian Lutheran Missionary Soci- 
ety, and a Hungarian missionary was serving with the Finnish Mission in China. 
In addition, several theologians were training for missionary service, but could 


not be sent out because of the outbreak of war. E.P.9., Geneva 
CHINA Little Flock Holds Nation-Wide Meeting 


News from China reports on a nation-wide summer meeting in Shanghai of the 
Little Flock for the purpose, according to the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Cowmcil of the Churches of Christ in the USA, of completing reorgani- 
sation necessitated by the imprisonment of former leaders. Subjects of the two 
main papers discussed were "Clarification of our Faith", and "How to Participate 
in the Three Self Movement". 


No comprehensive statistics for the church as a whole are given, but, accor- 
ding to incomplete reports, the Little Flock has 362 places of worship and 39,000 
members in one province of Chekiang. The Division interprets the figures to 
indicate that the members of the Little Flock make up 15 to 20 per cent of the 
whole Protestant church in China, and that they may be the largest single denomi- 
nation. 


The Little Flock is a spontaneous evangelistic movement outside the Nofficina 
denominations in China. E.P.S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


About 55,000 copies of the "Bishops' Report", the Report on Relations 
between the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches in Great Britain, have been sold, 
according to reports from the Church of Scotland's Inter-Church Committee. 

The committee has pointed out that it is not under obligation to submit its com- 
ments on the controversial report to next year's Assembly, adding that the Church 
of England does not plan to begin official consideration until after the Lambeth 
Conference in July, 1958. "Tt would be unfortunate if the churches got out of 
step with each other in their dealings with it", the committee said. 


* * 


In November, twelve months after the 1956 uprising in Hungary, the United 
Society for Christian Literature in Britain has published 7,000 copies of a 
series of Bible picture books for Hungarian children. Twelve thousand books 
for children inside Hungary and for Hungarian refugees in Wester Europe have 
been issued by the society during the past year. 


x * 
The Disciples of Christ, one of the major Protestant denominations in the 
United States, has a new name. At its annual assembly the International Con- 
vention of Disciples of Christ (Christian Churches) voted to be known as the 


International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). The 
church has more than two million members. 


Sx 


The Gulbenkian Foundation of Great Britain has made a £9,000 grant to the 
Telephone Samaritans at St. Stephen's Church in Walbrook, England. Since the 
church's vicar, the Rev. Chad Varah, began the venture four years ago, he has 
dealt with more than nine hundred persons, half of them described as potential 
suicide cases, who have phoned the church for help. Plans now call for adding 
a social worker, a psychiatric worker, an assistant priest and a secretary for 
the church's staff. 


* 


Three new illustrated evangelistic magazines for Africa, in the major lan- 
guages of the Belgian Congo, will be published for the first time during the 
next three months by the Africa Literacy Campaign, in cooperation with the Prot- 
estant Missions of the Congo. They are "Oyebi", in the Lingala language, out 
in December; "Sikama" in Kikongo, which will appear in January; and "Sankai" 
in Tshiluba, which will be started in February. 


KO 


The Ford Foundation in the United States has approved a $282,000 grant to 
Nommensen University in Sumatra for a four-year programme to strengthen and de- 


velop its Faculty of Economics. The grant will be administered by the US Natdonal 


lutheran Council in cooperation with the university. The school was established 
in 1954 by the Batak Church, largest Protestant body in Indonesia. 


* * 


A “Matthias Claudius Novel Prize" has been established by the Protestant 
Press Association of Westphalia and Lippe to mark its fiftieth anniversary. 
The association is seeking "novels that bring out Christian fundamentals". For- 
eigners with a thorough knowledge of German may enter. The Press Association 
has also commissioned Dr. Wilmont Haacke, professor of journalism at the College 
of Social Science in Wilhelmshaven, to undertake research on the history of the 
Protestant press. 
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The general secretary of the Union of Baptist-Evangelical Christians in 
the USSR, Alexander Karew, and the chairman of the same church, Jakob Zhidkov, 
have attended a conference of the Baptist Church at Bratislava, Czechoslovakia. 
Also present was\the Archbishop of the Esthonian Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Jan Kiivit. At the same time the churchmen visited the Lutheran Church in 
Ostrava and the Comenius Faculty in Prague. 


x * 


On November 10, the eightieth birthday of the Patriarch of Moscow and all 
Russia, Alexius, the Council for Russian Orthodox Chureh Affairs arranged a re- 
ception at the Council of Ministers of the USSR. During the reception the 
Patriarch, who as Metropolitan of Leningrad was in the city during the ninety 
days' blockade, was presented with a medal "in commemoration of the 250th anni- 
versary of the founding of Leningrad". 


ona 


Again this year the Protestant Film Guild in Austria has taken part in 
arrangements for the Vienna "Religious Film Festival", which has been held every 
two years since 1949 by the Catholic Film Commission in Austria. Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Konig and the Evangelical Bishop Gerhard May acted jointly as honorary 
presidents. Protestant participants from Germany, Holland, Sweden and the USA 
Showed religious films. The festival aroused so much public interest that 
several films will now be shown in public cinemas. E.P.S., Geneva 
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BELGIUM Plans Announced for Ecumenical Pavilion 


(Brussels) - With the opening of the Brussels Universal and International Ex- 
hibition less than five months away, preparations for the Ecumenical Pavilion 
are moving into their final stages, according to Reformed Pastor Pieter Fagel, 
leader of the small group of Belgian Protestants which has spearheaded the 
project. 


The focal point of ecumenical interest at the Exhibition will be a "small 
but fine" modern building of aluminium and steel. Praised by the Exhibition's 
chief architect as one of the best designs in the huge Exhibition, the pavilion 
is the work of Mr. Paul Calame, and will use materials from most of the countries 
of Western Europe. The pavilion will stand on an 11,000 square feet plot in 
the centre of the 500-acre grounds, near the 462-foot high “Atomiun", symbol of 
the Exhibition. The Exhibition, expected to draw more than thirty million 
people, opens on April 17 and closes on October 19. 


In the building's circular chapel, designed to be used by various denomi- 
nations, short daily noon hour and evensong services will be held during the 
Exhibition. On Sundays services will be held in the four official languages 
of the Exhibition - German, French, English and Dutch. An ecumenical exhibit, 
showing the work of the church around the world, is being planned by Mr. Robert 
Kurtz, of Zurich, Switzerland. 


At the close of the Exhibition, plans call for moving the pavilion to a 
permanent site near Brussels where it will be used as an ecumenical centre -~ 
the only one in the country. 


The pavilion project was originally started by leaders of the tiny Protes- 
tant Church in Belgiun. "There are only 75,000 Protestants in a country with 
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a population of 8,500,000.) Only during the last few months has it begun to 
catch the interest of Protestants around the world. During the past summer, 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches commended the pavilion 

as “worthy of support". A group of American church people have set up a lay- 
men's committee which hopes to raise a considerable sum; the United Bible 
societies have pledged $10,000; churches in Belgium are raising 20,000; a 
gift of nearly $23,000 from churches in Germany meant that construction on the 
pavilion could begin last May; last month the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
the Netherlands voted to help the project. Other gifts are expected from Great 


Britain, New Zealand and Switzerland. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM British Churches Oppose Change in Central African 
Constitution 


The International Department of the British Council of Churches has criti- 
cised a proposal to alter the system of electing Africans to the assembly of the 
Central African Federation. 


The measure, which came: before the British parliament this week, provides 
for increasing the number of members in the assembly from 55 to 59. It was 
passed by one vote in the Central African Federation's parliament, but was opposed 
by the African Affairs Board, the body of 3 Africans and 3 Europeans set up under 
the constitution to safeguard African interests. The board says the proposal 
reduces the parliamentary influence of Africans in what was envisaged as an inter- 
racial partnership. As a final decision would affect the constitution, it must 
be approved by the British parliament. 


The International Department of the British Council of Churches, which also 
represents the Conference of British Missionary Societies, declares that the 
churches had urged African Christians to accept the Federation proposals on the 
understanding that everything would be done to improve race relations. Recog- 
nising that "there are a number of positive provisions in the bill which look 
forward to the ultimate goal of the abolition of communal representation, a goal 
which has its full support", the International Department goes on to say that 
"senuine non-racial representation requires a certain level of inter-racial under- 
standing and confidence", and that "it cannot be claimed that this has yet been 
achieved". It says evidence received on this point, particularly from Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, is virtually unanimous. 


According to the International Department, "rightly or wrongly, the African 
understanding was that there would be no alteration in the constitutional pro- 
visions before 1960. If the British Parliament accepts such variation now, the 
confidence of the Africans will be still further undermined. The approval of 
the bill at this juncture, in the Department's view, cannot but have lasting con- 
sequences in the further deterioration of race relationships. Such real benefits 
as the bill is designed to secure could be provided for at the time of the review 
of the constitution." 


In March, 1953, when Central African Federation was still under consideration, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the then Moderator of the Church of Scotland and the 
then Moderator of the Free Church Federal Council in the United Kingdom, wrote an 
open letter to "The Times", which said that "the scheme must be judged by whether 
or not it may be expected to promote the growth of mutual trust and good will 
between the racial groups living in Central Africa, on which alone a genuine 
multi-racial society can be built." B.P.S., Geneva 
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COLOMBIA Evangelicals Report Decrease in Acts of Violence 


(Bogota) - The Evangelical Confederation of Colombia has reported "a decrease in 
acts of violence or discrimination against Protestants" in the period from June 
to September. According to the official bulletin of the organisation, "it is 
to be hoped that this trend will continue in all the country". 


The bulletin pointed out that on September 30 Interior Minister Jose Maria 
Villareal pledged that the government, "faithful to its democratic principles, 
will do everything in its power to restore constitutional rights to all Colom- 
bians". (See EPS Nos. 36 and 39.) The bulletin added that Protestant work in 
Colombia continues to be handicapped, pointing out that no Protestant schools are 
permitted in the so-called Mission Territories, which make up two-thirds of the 
area of Colombia; in non-mission territory, many Protestant schools remain closed, 
leaving Protestant children without formal education unless they are willing to 
attend government schools and take part in Roman Catholic religious ceremonies; 
Protestants are not allowed to "make public demonstrations of their faith through 
radio broadcasts or public meetings". 


The Confederation is made up of fourteen Protestant groups. 
H.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Tomb of Barly Christian’ Bishop Found 


(Budapest) ~ A fourth-century tomb of a Christian bishop has been unearthed in 
the small town of Szony, about sixty miles northwest of Budapest. 


The tomb of the bishop, along with several others, was discovered when a site 


was being excavated for a new oil refinery. Experts reported finding a silver- 
mounted crozier and various liturgical vessels of bronze and glass in the bishop's 
grave. E.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Churchmen Reject Bishop Bereczky's Resignation 


(Budapest) - The annual assembly of the Danubian District of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church has voted unanimously against accepting the resignation of Dr. Albert 
Bereczky from the office of bishop. 


Bishop Bereczky, 65, had asked the assembly to accept his resignation because 
of ill health. Originally, he had resigned his office after the revolution last 
October. Consideration of the resignation has been pending. 


In poor health for years, Bishop Bereczky suffered a stroke at Emden, Germany, 
last August, while attending a meeting of the World Presbyterian Alliance. 


Bishop Bereczky reported on developments within the Reformed Church since 
the last Assembly in 1955. He said he regretted that the World Council of Churches 
had "interfered" with the affairs of the Reformed Church "both at Galyatetd and 
afterwards". (The Central Committee of the WCC met in Galyatets, Hungary, in 
the summer of 1956.) However, Bishop Bereczky continued, despite attempts by 
outside churches to interfere with its affairs, the Hungarian Church still desires 
to "strengthen its ties" with the World Council. 


Mr. Janos Horvath, president of the State Office for Church Affairs, addres- 
sed the Assembly. B.P.S., Geneva 
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NEW ZEALAND Presbyterians, Concerned About Mormon Mission Activities 


(Christchurch) - The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand is drawing up a statement 
that will set. forth “in simple terms the issues at stake for the guidance of Pres- 
byterians confronted by Mormon missionaries". 


Church officials have reported that many young Mormon missionaries are at 
work in New Zealand, and that "their influence will grow with the opening of their 
big new temple at Hamilton". A coeducational college that will accommodate 820 
students, being built by the Mormons near Hamilton, is almost ready. Costing 
more than £3,000,000, the buildings are being paid for by United States Mormons 
and built by New Zealand volunteers, most of them Maoris. A speaker in the New 
Zealand Presbyterian Assembly said that the Mormon Church is planning to send 500 
missionaries to New Zealand in the near future, half of them trained in the Maori 
language. (A report made in 1951 said that there were 13,000 Mormon adherents 
in New Zealand, most of them Maoris, and that 100 American Mormon missionaries 


were active in New Zealand.) BE.P.S., Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Ban Lifted on Journal of Moscow Patriarchate 


(Belgrade) - The Yugoslav government has lifted a five-year-old ban on the impor- 
tation and distribution of the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate, official organ 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


It was reported in Yugoslavia that the ban was lifted at the request of Pat- 
riarch Alexius, supreme head of the Russian Church, who visited Yugoslavia in 
October as head of a twelve-man delegation of Russian churchmen. 


The ban on the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate was imposed in 1952, after 
Russian church leaders attacked President Tito and Yugoslavia during the Cominform 


dispute between the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES "Catholic World" Speaks on Oberlin 


(New York) - Progress towards reunion of Roman Catholicism and Protestantism at 
the September Oberlin conference on "The Nature of the Unity We Seek" was "so 
slight in view of the vastness of the schism, as to be almost imperceptible", 
according to Father John B. Sheerin, writing in the November issue of "The Catho- 
lic World". 


Father Sheerin, an unofficial Catholic observer at the conference (see EPS 
No. 35), cited the sincerity of the delegates and the return to Biblical theology 
as hopeful signs. He described the conference as an attempt "to discover what 
kind of unity Christ wanted, mere fellowship or a uniform creed or even a compact 
unity of faith, sacraments and hierarchy. Many delegates claimed that Christ 
established a unified visible structure that has been shattered. The Catholic 
position, of course, is that the essential, visible structural unity has not and 
cannot be broken." 


Protestants will not come closer to Catholicism, Father Sheerin writes, 
"yntil we Catholics stop talking about the visible organisation of the Church as 
we might talk about a business organisation". 


Father Sheerin commented that he was impressed by the sincerity of the dele- 
gates; bewildered by the diversity of beliefs expressed; and felt that sin was 
regarded by the delegates as a "remote and slightly romantic abstraction". 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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INDIA Church-YMCA Relations Studied 


(Bombay ) - In an effort to find "not coexistence but fellowship", fifty-three 
representatives of churches and YMGAs met this month in Bombay and recommended 
that attempts be made to link more YMCA members with their churches and to re- 
move misunderstandings in the churches about the YMCA, 


The conference, in its efforts to clarify relationships between the YMCA 
and the churches, noted that in its Centennial Declaration of 1955, the YMCA 
stated that "as an interdenominational and interconfessional fellowship within 
the Church Universal, the YMCA should constantly seek to encourage its members 
to accept responsibilities of church membership and to participate actively in 
the life and work of their particular churches". 


In India, it was reported, a high percentage of associate members in the 
YMCAs are non-Christian. Recognising that this creates genuine difficulties, 
the group pointed out that it also presents a unique opportunity for the witness 
of Christian members. 


In his concluding address, the Rev. Fred Pranklin, religious work secretary 
of the Council of YMCAs of India and Ceylon, said: "We have through this con- 
ference come a little way toward creating a Church-YMCA fusion. Where there is 
no fusion, there will be confusion. God help us to be united." 


Also present for the conference were fraternal delegates from the YWCA, the 
Student Christian Movement and the National Christian Councils of India and Ceylon. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


World Circulation of Scriptures Nears 27 Million 


The total world circulation of the Bible, the Old and New Testaments and 
portions of the Scriptures reached 26,379,142 in December, 1956, according to a 
twelve-page report issued this month by the Rev. Frank Ww, Price, director of the 
Missionary Research Library maintained by the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA. The figure is almost one million more than 1955, and three 
million more than 1954. 


"At the end of 1956", Dr. Price reported, "at least one whole book of the 
Bible had been published in 1,109 languages, seventeen more than the year before". 
He pointed out that the historical list of 1,109 included many languages now ob- 
solete, such as certain Chinese dialects, but that the number of languages in 
which some part of the Bible has been circulated in the last twenty-five years 
"is probably between 600 and 700". 


During 1956 the complete Bible was published for the first time in three 
new languages - Bemba (Northern Rhodesia) , Nimbi Ijo (Nigeria) and Morovo 
(Solomon Islands) - and the entire New Testament became available in eight new 
languages, including the North American Indian Navajo. 


Dr. Price's report shows that the first five countries in the sale of con— 
plete Bibles are the United States, Germany, England and Wales, South Africa and 
Brazil. . 


The NCC official said that the fact that the Bible continues to be published, 
circulated and studied in Communist China is underlined by the following figures; 
"Since 1949, 171,278 complete Bibles, 170,493 New Testaments and 3,199,282 portions 
of the Bible have been distributed, and forty-three editions printed from old 
plates already in the country," Dr. Price said. In addition, seven Bible Houses 
are maintained in major Chinese cities. 


%* * 
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Enough Scriptures will be produced in Hungary this year to meet the needs of 
the churches and new communicants, according to Mr. Olivier Béguin, general secre- 
tary of the United Bible Societies, just back from a visit to Hungary. He re- 
ported that as,a result of conversations with government and church leaders, 
earlier arrangements to produce 100,000 Bibles were also confirmed. 


enna 


A Study Conference on Bible Illustration will be held in Edinburgh in the 
summer of 1959, the third jubilee of the National Bible Society of Scotland. 
At the same time, an exhibit showing the development of Bible illustration will 
be open to the public during the Edinburgh Festival. 


* % 
The Rev. Young Bin Im, general secretary of the Korean Bible Society, visited 


Australia and New Zealand last month to stress the world-wide demand for more 
Scriptures and the urgent need of financial support of Bible Society work if pro- 


duction is to keep up with it. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Church News From the German Democratic Republic 
(Berlin) - The promised church statements of opinion on the "Maercker case" have 
now been.mado. Dean Maercker was recently arrested by the District Public Pro- 


secutor's Office of Schwerin, in Hast Germany, because he had refused Christian 
burial to a girl who had taken part in the youth dedication ceremonies, and assig- 
ned to her a grave by the churchyard wall (see EPS No. 42). 


With regard to the arrested Dean's attitude, the Mecklenburg High Consistory 
in Schwerin has explained that the Dean had made use of the provision in the Church 
Rules of Conduct, that state that in certain cases it is a matter for the spiritual 
judgment of the competent clergyman whether or not the ministrations of the Church 
shall be given. The High Consistory added that the Dean was wrong in not allow- 
ing the parents of the dead girl to choose her burial place. 


A 
x 


Various East German publications are continuing their accusations against 
Kurt Griinbaum and Dr. Siegfried Klewitz, the two Magdeburg church leaders who are 
under arrest. They are charged with "uneuthorised money transactions" in con- 
nection with the currency exchange in the German Democratic Republic. The Aus- 
trian church bulletin, "Amt und Gemeinde", which is published by the Bishop of 
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian Confession in Austria, writes: "It 
should not be forgotten that the Hungarian Bishop LIajos Ovdass was sentenced on 
very similar grounds in 1948, and that it was eight years before the Hungarian 
State declared him innocent", 


% % 


The Dresden Cross Choir, widely known abroad, has had to cancel a series of 
recitals in West Germany and Berlin because it could not obtain an exit permit. 


So NK 
¥ 


The Dean of the Comenius Faculty in Prague, Professor Josef Hromadka, has 
visited Greifswald and Rostock es a guest lecturer. In the packed lecture-hall 
of the Greifswald Faculty of Theology, he spoke on "The Theological Approach to 
Modern Problems". E.P.S., Geneva 


ie 


~~ 
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GERMANY A "Conspiracy of Silence"? 


(Diis seldorf) - Church leaders in Germany are expressing their concern at the 
growing indifference of the general public toward the plight of refugees within 
the country, especially the German “late transferees" from Poland, who are arri- 
ving in large numbers. 


A resolution to Bishop Otto Dibelius, president of the Council-of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKD) , from a working committee of church associations 
concerned with refugee aid, states that "for a number of reasons the problems of 
refugees, expellees and transferees are being hushed up, and our churches and con- 
eregations should no longer accept complicity in this". Church authorities were 
asked to intensify their efforts to promote the spiritual and material well-being 
of the refugees and their integration into German life. 


At the same time, the Protestant news service ‘Kirche in der Zeit" in Dtissel- 
dorf has published a public appeal, entitled "Conspiracy of Silence", drawing 
attention to the fact that in four and a half years only half the homes needed 
for refugees have been built. At the end of the year, the service said, approxi- 
mately 200,000 refugees will be living in cellars, dormitories, huts and camps - 
often four or five families to a room — in the province of North Rhine-Westphalia 
alone. In addition, the news service added, families are being divided, because 
men are working in the industrial zone while women and children are housed in a 
former concentration camp. During the past month, reports say, another 20,000 
refugees have come to West Germany from the German Democratic Republic. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


In brief 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand has decided 
to join other Protestant groups in inviting evangelist Billy Graham to conduct a 
crusade in New Zealand in 1959. Dr. Graham has already accepted an invitation 
to hold a campaign in Australia in the same year. 


ects 


The Very Rev. Anthony Bloom, vicar of the Russian Orthodox Patriarchal church 
in London, has been made the Bishop of Sergievo and Vicar of the Exarch of the 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia in Western Europe, by decree of the Patriarch 
Alexius of Moscow and All Russia and of the Holy Synod. 


x * 


The Relief Department of the Protestant Church in the Rhineland has declared 
1958 as a "year of ecumenical service", in an effort to develop an understanding 
of needs throughout the world. 

Ei oe 


Dutch Protestant churches have decided to hold their "Kirchentag" assemblies 
every two years, with the next after 1958 set for 1960.. Meanwhile, local church 
assembly committees are continuing their study groups, and 12,000 copies of the 
assembly publication, "God With Us", have been sold in the congregations. In 
the Netherlands, unlike Germany where one giant Church Day rally is held, small 
rallies are held in local churches throughout the country. 


Ue ee 


The Westphalian Provincial Synod has set up a permanent missionary foundation 
which will make it possible for two young theologians from Asia and Africa to 
study at a German university. One of the places will go regularly to the Batak 


Church in Sumatra. 
* % 
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A 14-by-8 foot sign has been erected on the grounds of St. George's Anglican 
Cathedral in Capetown, South Africa, reading: "This cathedral is open to welcome 
all men and women of all races to all services at all times". The sign was put 
up after supporters of the South African government's apartheid policies had re- 
moved a smaller similarly-worded notice from the cathedral steps. The new sign 
appeared about two weeks after the Most Rev. Joost de Blank was enthroned in the 
cathedral as Anglican Archbishop of Capetown. 


%* * 


An inquiry into the role of religion in American life will be made by the 
Fund for the Republic, the well-known American foundation. The study will deal 
with relations between Church and State, the role of religion in public life and 
religious dissent. Coordinating the project will be Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, vice- 
president of Union Theological Seminary in New York, and Father John Courtney 
Murray, S.J., professor of theology at Woodstock College in Maryland. 


x * 


Mr. Ernest A. Andrews arrived in Geneva on November 25 to begin a one-year 
appointment as associate secretary in the Department on the Laity of the World 
Council of Churches, on loan from the Board of Christian Education of the Pres- 
byterian Church U.S. He has been on the staff of the board's Division of Men's 
Work, Mr. Andrews has studied at the University of Chattanooga and King College. 
He has also attended his church's Training School for Lay Workers in Richmond, 
Virginia, specialising in Christian education. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 1958 


The Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches has sent 
out its annual request for prayer during the week January 18 - 25. 


Preparations for the celebration of this world-wide week of intercession 
for unity according to the will of Christ have included the distribution of 
literature to the World Council's 169 member churches and to correspondents in 
60 countries. Altogether 56,900 copies of the 1958 leaflet have been printed 
in English, French and German. The call to prayer and suggested forms of inter- 
cession for each day will be used by the church press, broadcasters and local 
groups. In some countries the material is printed locally in other languages. 


The introduction to the 1958 celebration says: "The very act of Christian 
prayer is an act of unity. For it presupposes that Christians pray, according 
to the guidance of their Lord, ‘Our Father’. In spite of all the divisions and 
separations between Christians, their common ‘Our Father' rises to affirm the 
deeper truth of their existence - 'One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in i A 


"Tt is not only the words ‘Our Father' which are so rich in suggesting the 
kind of unity which our Lord's Prayer involves. Each petition leads us into 
God's presence and at the same time each leads us into unity by revealing the 
source of Christian unity, the means for nurturing that unity, the ways of ex- 
pressing it, and the ultimate hope with which Christian unity is crowned. 
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"Each year during the period January 18 - 25, Christians of many churches 
and confessions and in all parts, of the world join together in praying for unity. 
The order for this Week of Prayer in 1958 is based on the Lord's Prayer, and is 
intended for either corporate or private devotion." 


United prayer for Christian unity at Whitsunday each year has been encour- 
aged by the Faith-and Order Commission since 1920. In 1941 the observance was 
transferred to the third week of January. It now coincides with the season 
adopted by the group surrounding the late Abbé Paul Couturier of Iyon, France, 
Since 1935. The Abbé proposed that divided Christians should pray together for 
“our Lord to grant to His Church on earth that peace and unity which were in His 
mind and purpose when, on the eve of His passion, He prayed that all might be one". 
The idea was quickly accepted by non~Roman Catholics as an improvement ow the more 
customary Roman Catholic formula for intercession at this time of the year, which 
asks for the return of divided Christians to the See of Rome, The Abbé Couturi- 
er's suggestion is also officially approved by his ow church. 


The call to prayer for 1958 and the text of the suggested daily intercessions 
may be ordered from the World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, 
British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W.1, or Werld Council of 
Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. The text of the prayers is repro~ 
duced on pages 8-]1 of thisissue of EPS. E.P.S,., Geneva 


US Churches Make Thanksziving Appeal for Needy 


(New York) - A nation-wide Thanksgiving appeal was made in the United States be- 
tween November 17 and 30 to raise money to send food and clothing abroad and to 
support institutions and projects in needy areas around the world. 


On behalf of thirty-five churches, Church World Service, relief arm of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, launched the Share-Our- 
Surplus appeal. 


Goal for the 1957-58 programme is a million dollars, the cost of distributing 
300 million pounds of surpluses, valued at $40 million. By the end of 1958 
approximately a billion pounds of US government surpluses will have been distri- 
buted free since the beginning of the SOS programme in 1954. 


American Roman Catholics, through the traditional "Bishops! Thanksgiving 
Clothing Collection", responded to an appeal for ten million pounds of clothing, 
minimum needs in overseas areas ministered to by the Catholic Relief Services of 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 


At the same time, the United Jewish Appeal Emergency Rescue Fund sought aid 
to maintain resettlement programmes and other projects for nearly half a million 
refugees. E.P.S., Geneva 


Lutheran Leaders Visit Hungary 


Two leaders of the lutheran World Federation in Geneva have reported on a 
six-day visit to Hungary to confer with the Lutheran churches and government 
officials. Dr. Carl E. Iund-Quist, the Federation's Executive Secretary, was 
accompanied by the director of the LWF's Department of Theology, Dr. Vilmos Vajta, 
formerly a pastor in Hungary. 


Dr. lund-Quist toured "minority" congregations in the Southern part of Hun- 
gary with Bishop Lajor Ordass, presiding bishop of the Lutheran Church and a vice- 
president of the Lutheran world body. Dr. Vajta travelled to his home town and 
to congregations where he served sixteen years ago. Both reported churches 
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crowded to overflowing. According to Dr. Vajta, "the awakening of the Church, 
which began in the thirties, has today produced living congregations". 


In Budapest the two visitors conferred with Mr. Janos Horvath, president 
of the state office for Church Affairs, and were assured that Bishop Ordass would 
be able to carry out his responsibilities as first vice-president of the Lutheran 
World Federation,-a post to which he was elected at the LiF's Minneapolis assembly 
in the summer of 1957. 


A survey of the distribution of material relief supplies sent to Hungary by 
Iutheran churches round the world revealed efficient packing of individual packages 
for pastors and congregations by a team of about twenty-five volunteer workers. 

The supplies have included layettes for presentation to 3,000 babies on the occa- 
sion of their baptism. 


An increase in the number of theological students this autumn has created a 
shortage of space for housing and lectures. Up to six students share one room, 
and library facilities have had to be converted into bedrooms. E.P.S., Geneva 


er 


Russian Archbishop Tells Yugoslavs About USSR Church 


In an interview during the recent visit to Yugoslavia of the Patriarch Alex- : 
ius of iloscow (see EPS No. 35), Archbishop Boris of Odessa, a member of the Pat- 
riarch's group, described problems posed by property, financing and the anti-God 
movement in the USSR. 


Asked why the government of the Soviet Union had not yet handed back church 
buildings needed by the Patriarchate, Archbishop Boris said the Church had no way 
of maintaining them. “Before the revolution", he said, "the government kept them 
up, but now the Church must pay all the expenses itself. The Church's income is 
exclusively drawn from the sale of candles at two roubles. The money we get per- 
mits us to keep the Patriarchate going as well as the bishoprics and our theologi- 
cal seminaries." 


Among the churches not restored are those in the Kremlin, Leningrad and St. 
Sophia in Kiev. They are at present used as museums. 


The archbishop explained that the journey of the Patriarch's delegation to * 
Yugoslavia had been financed out of normal Ghurch income. 


Questioned about a recent nation-wide congress on problems of atheism in 
Moscow, Archbishop Boris said he had "never heard of such a conference" (it was - 
reported in the Soviet press). He agreed that there was a quest for new “life 
formulas" among the younger generation in Russia. "The Church has always been 
with our people", he said. “Therefore she knows what our young men and women 
seek. Happiness finds its roots in freedom and truth, in the truth of God, which 
is as powerful as the sun. You cannot hide it with your hand." E.P.S., Geneva 


Japan Christian Council Protests Against Sunday Novies for Children 


(Karuizawa) - The National Christian Council of Japan has protested against a 4 
government proposal that they say would "seriously impair Sunday school attendance : 
throughout the nation". 


Last month newspapers reported that the government Ministry of Education is 
concerned because, it says, Japanese school children attend many poor films. As 
an alternative, the Ministry has suggested that recommended films be shown in local - 
theatres throughout the country every Sunday morning, and that school children be F 
encouraged to attend. ; 
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The Executive Board of the National Christian Council has submitted a state- 
ment to the Ministry of Education, outlining the Church's concern and explaining 
the importance of the Sunday school programme for children of the Church. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


USSR: The Patriarch and the Government 


The text of the congratulatory letter sent by Marshal Bulganin to Patriarch 
Alexius of Moscow on the Patriarca's 80th birthday was published in "Pravda" and 
"Tzvestia" (see EPS No. 44). 


For the first timo on record a government leader addressed the Patriarch in 
this letter as "your Holiness". 


Guests at the reception held by the State Council for Church Affairs in honour 
of the Patriarch on November 10 included deputy prime minister of the Hast German 
government, Otto Nuschke, and Josoph Phojahr, leader of the Czechoslovak Committee 
of Roman Catholic Priests for the Protection of Peace. B.P.S., Geneva 


Polish Lutherans Facing Problems 


Membership in the Lutheran Church of Poland has dropped from more than a 
million in 1939 to about 200,000 in 1957. 


Pastor Mogens Zeuthen, secretary for minority churches in the Department of 
World Service of the Lutheran World Federation, attributed the falling off to the 
flight, expulsion or resettlement of most of the German-speaking population. 
Pastor Zeuthen, recently returned from a three-week visit to Poland, travelled in 
all parts of the country, and reported that churches are scattered and over-worked 
pastors often have to care for three or four parishes. Low Salaries for pastors 
make them turn to other work to supplement their income. 


The Lutheran World Federation hopes to aid the Polish lutherans. Pastor 
Zeuthen, who was accompanied by Pastor Daniel Cederberg, of Sweden, was told by 
the head of the government's Department of Church Affairs that aid from abroad was 
"a matter of life and death" for the church, and that help from the IWF would reach 
the church if sent through "church channels". BE.P.9., Geneva 


First United Congregation Established in New Guinea 


(Darwin) - The United Church of North Australia, a regional cooperative grouping 
of Methodists, Presbyterians erd Congregationalists, has established its first 
congregation in Port Moresby, Papua, New Guinea. Other local experiments exist 
in the toms of Darwin and alice Springs on the Australian mainland. The setting 
up of the combined churches has been undertaken with the backing and approval of 
the national conferences and assemblies of the three denominations. 


According to the superintendent of the Australian Presbyterian Church's 
Inland Mission, the Rev. Fred McKay, the new Port Moresby congregation "is being 
hailed throughovt Australia as a further indication of the mood of alert Christians 


in the north toward a common 'togetherness' in their service to the people” 
h.P.5S., Geneva 
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In Brief 


The regional church of Hanover, Germany, has between six and seven hundred 
lay readers, who conduct services, assist pastors in worship and may be given 
permission to preach. The workers, who are trained in special conferences for 
lay readers, include farmers, teachers, manual workers, businessmen and engineers. 
Other regional churches in Germany are conducting similar experiments. 


a 


Protestant brothers of the community of Taizé (France) are in Marseilles as 
dock labourers and in prison chaplaincy work. In Algeria they are doing pastoral 
work in a shanty town. Five live in the student hostel at Villigst in the Rhine- 
land. Two others are investigating the prospects of starting a community in 
French West Africa. 


* * 


Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, Executive Secretary, and Pastor Mogens Zeuthen, both 
of the lutheran World Federation, failed to obtain visas to enter Czechoslovakia. 
They had planned a visit to the Lutheran Church in Slovakia to discuss future con- 
tacts and the holding of a possible LilF conference in Czechoslovakia. 


cae eae 


Once a week morning prayers have been introduced into several large firms in 
Copenhagen. Pastors from churches in the city are conducting the prayer services. 


cy as 


Word received in Quito, Ecuador, from a British missionary, Dr. Wilfred 
Tidmarsh, who is working among the Auca Indians, reports that he has successfully 
made initial contacts with some of the Indians. He is working among the tribes 
who killed four American missionaries in January, 1956. 


* * 


The resolutions on atomic tests and disarmament, adopted by the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches last August, were handed last week to 
the Government in East Berlin by Provost Heinrich Grtiber, who represents the 
Evangelical Church in Germany in the Hast German Government. 


* * 


Pastor Jurai Struharik has been appointed as the new bishop of the Slovak 
lutheran Church in Yugoslavia. The church, one of four Lutheran churches in 
Yugoslavia, has 57,000 members and twenty pastors. 


x * 


Bishop Lajos Vetd is replacing Bishop Lajos Ordass as editor of the Hungarian 
Church News Service. The publication appears once a month in German and English, | 
and is sponsored by the Reformed and Lutheran Churches and the Free Church Associ- 
ation. 

or 


Pastor Walther Zils, 70, of Berleburg, Westphalia, president of the German 
Evangelical Alliance, has died. He had been re-elected president of the Alliance 
at its European Conference in Copenhagen this summer. 


cat 


last month, for the first time, the Protestant Press Association in Austria 
put on an exhibition, "The Protestant Book", at the Austrian State Printing Works 
in Vienna. More than a thousand books from forty German, Swiss and Austrian 
publishing houses were displayed. E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Five Years' Hard Labour for Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler 
Found guilty of "inciting to boycott" 


After seven months in prison pending enquiries, Dr. Siegfried Schmutzler 
(student chaplain at Leipzig) has been condemned to five years' hard labour by 
the Leipzig Court of Justice. He was charged with "inciting to boycott". The 
sentence was formulated by the state Prosecutor, and accepted by the court. 


Pastor Schmutzler was accused of "criminal offences under Article 6 of the 
Constitution". According to this Article, “inciting to boycott democratic insti- 
tutions and organisations" is "a criminal offence, as defined by the Legal Code". 
Anyone who has been punished for crimes of this kind will be permanently excluded 
from public service and from all positions of responsibility in economic or social 
life. He loses his right to vote or stand for office. 


Reports from Hast Germany say that Dr. Schmutzler was not condemned as a 
pastor, but as "a citizen of the German Democratic Republic" who had infringed 
the laws of the state. In evidence it was stated that there are no state-recog- 
nised student chaplains in the universities in the German Democratic Republic. 
Dr. Schmutzler was described as "third pastor at the Peterskirche, Leipzig". 
However, the East Berlin pro-government Christian paper, "Neue Zeit", states that 
this trial was not directed against the Church or Christians as a whole. 


According to the summing-up of the state Prosecutor in the Schmutzler trial, 
the evidence proved that the accused was guilty of activities against the state 
and against the social order of East Germany. In the reports on the trial pub- 
lished in the press in East Germany and East Berlin, mention is made of "systematic 
agitation and sedition against the German Democratic Republic", "stirring up the 
students and workers with inflammatory speeches", "the misuse of his position in 
the church", "founding a whole network of illegal groups, ‘circles for the study 
of social ethics' and 'students' study groups', etc.". 


Dr. Schmutzler was charged especially with being in close contact with at 
least six of the Evangelical Academies in Western Germany and with “reactionary 
church circles in Western Germany which instructed him to spread propaganda for 
the policy of NATO and to. form illegal organisations for that purpose". He was 
also said to have sent students to Evangelical Academies in Western Germany. 


These charges against Dr. Schmutzler were accompanied by warnings in the East 
German press addressed to the leaders of the Kast German churches. "Neue Zeit" 
(published in East Berlin) describes the sentence passed on Dr. Schmutzler as "a 
serious challenge to the Evangelical church leaders in the German Democratic Repub-— 
lic concerning their attitude to our state and its legality". "Neue Zeit" goes 
on to say that the sentence is also directed against "the reactionary forces in 
the churches". The "Frankfurter Allgemeine’ Zeitung" (ac West Gérman daily) is of 
the opinion that the charges against Dr. Schmutzler "were only far-fetched excuses" 
to break up the student Christian groups, after condemning one of their chaplains. 
The Hamburg paper, "Die Welt", writes that some time ago pressure was brought to 
bear on the Church of Saxony to remove Dr. Schmutzler from his position as student 
chaplain. In this case the accusations against him would have been dropped. 

The demand was, of course, rejected by the Church. 


Dr. Schmutzler was arrested seven months ago because he had spoken in a fac- 
tory in a suburb of Leipzig against Sunday work during church-time. 


After the verdict against Dr. Schmutzler, Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin 
said, "I am most deeply’ troubled. I cannot believe that this is to be the final 
verdict on a man of such fine character as Pastor Sehmutzler." 
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Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover said: “The staged trial against Dr. Siegfried 
Schmutzler, student chaplain in Leipzig, seems to be the first thrust forward in 
a concentrated attack on the Evangelical Church in the German Democratic Republic. 
A state which punishes one of its citizens with several years' hard labour without 
being able to prove any 'crime' other than relations with the Evangelical Academies, 
and statements about Sunday observance and similar matters which would not be re- 
garded as punishable offences in any civilised country in the world, such a state 
can no longer claim to be regarded as founded on justice. The statements made 
by Pastor Schmutzler were simply interpretations of the Third Commandment and of 
other basic Christian convictions. A state which takes such drastic measures 
against Christian statements of this kind has admitted that it intends to persecute 
the Church mercilessly." 


"There is a connection between this and all the propaganda against Church 
leaders", continues Bishop Lilje's statement. "Because the Church provides spiri- 
tual care for the members of the armed forces (as is its duty), it is charged with 
being subservient to NATO, which is grotesque. More and more pressure is being 
brought to bear upon Christian parents to let their children take part in the 
"Youth Dedication". The intention is to enforce brutally the monopoly of the 
materialist world-view. That spells the end of religious liberty. By condemning 
this attitude we align ourselves with all who respect human dignity. We assure 
the churches in their depression, and their pastors, that we remember them con- 
stantly in our intercessions and commend them to the protection of Almighty God." 


Professor Helmut Thielicke, of Hamburg, has described the character of Dr. 
Schmutzler as follows: "... He was completely sober and level-headed in his work. 
He expected the students in his group to make their decisions without compromise. 
In this he always gave a lead. He sought opportunities for personal encounter 
and direct debate with the Communists, and he was feared because he knew Marxism- 
Leninism thoroughly. He did not simply draw a dividing-line between Marxists and 
Christians. He sought out the lost, and those who had taken the wrong way. He 
did not hate his opponents, but grieved over the victims of a great corruption." 


Referring to events leading up to the trial of Pastor Schmutzler, Professor 
Thielicke writes: "We, his friends, were worried to know how he would stand the 
long months in prison. He was not allowed to see his wife, nor any legal adviser. 
I had an interview with one of the high officials in the Government of East Germany 
and urged him to see that this injustice came to an end. Although he appeared 
friendly, he could do nothing to help. Nothing punishable could be discovered, 
and the leaders of his Church were given to understand that if they removed him 
from his position as student chaplain, the trial would be called off." 


Professor Theodor Litt of Bonn, recalling Dr. Schmutzler's role under the 
Nazi régime, said: "He belonged to the closest circle of those students who gave 
me the most reliable support in resisting the ideology of the Third Reich. So 
I know that few people are as true to their convictions and as courageous in pro- 
claiming them as he. I guarantee that he would categorically refuse to abandon 
one jot of his Christian convictions, and that he would never degrade his faith 
by misusing it to camouflage political intrigues." 


"Neue Zeit" reports that Bishop Gottfried Noth of Saxony attended the trial, 
together with two of his Church office-bearers. 


The News Bulletin published in Stuttgart by the German Student Christian 
Movement states that since June another student chaplain, Martin Giersch of Jena, 


has been in custody, together with ten East German students. 
B.P.S., Geneva 


No. 46 - December 6th, 1957 -8- Ot 


PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
January 18 - 25, 1958. 


The order of service remains the same for each day of the week; the prayers une 
derlined are to be repeated on each following day. 


oe 


First Day: OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN 


One God, the Father Almighty, One Lord Jesus Christ, One Holy Ghost proceeding 
from the Father and the Son; have mercy upon us Thy children and make us all one 
in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 8: 22 — 30. 


Meditation: That the wholeness which is of God may be manifested 
in ‘our dives: in simplicity 
In the Church: in diversity 
In the world: in community 
In particular, that the true unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily intention: Remembrance of the conferences and assemblies taking place 
this year in the interest of the mission and unity of the Church, and of those en- 
gaged in unity negotiations. 

Litany: Amid the tensions within ourselves, Unite us, 0 Lord. 

Amid the divisions within Christendom, Unite us, 0 Lord. 
Amid the cleavages within the world, Unite us, 0 Lord. 


Collect: O God, of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favourably 
on Thy whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; and, by the tranquil 
operation of Thy perpetual Providence, carry out the work of man's salvation: and 
let the whole world feel and see that things which were cast down are being raised 
up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and all things are teturning 
to perfection through Him through whom they took their origin, even through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Daily Prayer for Unity: Q lord Jesus Christ, who didst say to Thine apostles, 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: Regard not our sins but the 


faith of Thy Church, and grant her peace and unity according to Thy will, who 


livest_ and reignest God, world without end. Amen. 
Benediction: Ephesians 3: 20, 2l. 


second Day: HALLOWED BE THY NAME 


Thou who ar? one Lord, and Thy Name one, have mercy upon us all, who are 
called by Thy Name, and make us more and more one in Thee. 


Seripture Reading: Exodus 6: 1- 8; 15: 11-18. 


Meditation: That the holiness of God's name may be revealed 
In our lives: by purity 
In the Church: by faithfulness 
In the world: by righteousness 
In particular, that holy unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of those seeking in worship to maintain con- 
tinuity with the past and those experimenting with new indigenous forms for the 
present; that God's name may be hallowed. 
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Collect: Holy, Most High, Awful, who dwellest in the Holy place, make 
us holy, and bring us near to Thee, and cleanse us from all defilement, that we 
may perform the worship of our fathers in Thy fear; for Thou art He that blesses 
and hallows all things. 


Third Day: THY KINGDOM COM 


O King of Righteousness and Peace, gather us more and more into Thy Kingdom, 
and make us more visibly and invisibly one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: Revelation. 21. 


Meditation: That God's kingdom may come 
In our lives: by faith 
In the Church: by love 
In the world: by hope 
In particular, that supreme unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of those suffering through racial, national 
and other human divisions and those striving for social justice in all parts of 
the world. 


Collect: O God, who has made all those that are born again in Christ to 
be a royal and priestly race, grant us both the will and power to do what Thou 
commandest; that Thy people who are called to eternal life may have the same 
faith in their hearts, and the same piety in their actions; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 


Fourth Day: THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 


Thou who hast declared unto us the mystery of Thy will, to gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth; 
confirm us, O Lord, to that holy will of Thine, and make us all one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: Col. 1: 9 - 28. 


Meditation: That as in heaven, so on earth, God's will may be done 
In our lives: by following the Servant 
In the Church: by witness to the truth 
In the world: by the establishment of justice 
In particular, that heavenly unity which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of laymen seeking to do God's will in homes 
and factories, in fields and offices, and in all the ordinary paths of life. 


Collect: O God of love, 0 Giver of concord, who hast given one counsel 
for our profit, with a new commandment, through Thine only-begotten Son, that we 
should love one another, even as Thou didst love us, the unworthy and the wander- 
ing, and gavest Thy beloved Son for our life and salvation; we pray Thee, Lord, 
give to us Thy servants, in all time of our life on the earth (but especially and 
pre-eminently now), a mind forgetful of past ill-will, a pure conscience and sin- 
cere thoughts, and a heart to love our brethren. 


Fifth Day: GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS 
WE FORGIVE THEM THAT TRESPASS AGAINST Us 


Thou in whom we being many are one Bread and one Body: grant that we being 
all partakers of that one Bread, may day by day be more and more one in Thee. 


Thou who didst say, Father "forgive them", for those who were rending Thy 
blessed body, forgive us the many things we have done to mar the unity of Thy 
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mystical Body and make us, forgiving and loving onc another, to be more and more 
one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading; John 13: 1-17. 


Meditation: That forgiveness may be expressed 
In our lives: by power to forgive others 
In the Church: by humility in the quest for unity 
In the world: by freedom from bitterness against 
injustice 
In particular, that redemptive unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of our enemies as God's children. 


Collect: In Thy mercy and majesty, 0 Lord, behold Thy household, that 
they may be neither stained with vices of their own, nor held in bondage by the 
sins of others; but being ever freed and cleansed from both, they may do service 
unto Thee. 


Sixth Day; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION 


As Thou didst enable Thine apostles to continue with Thee in Thy temptations, 
so enable us by Thy grace to abide with Thee in Thy true Church under all trials, 
visible and invisible, nor ever cease from being one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: Hebrews 4: 14; 5: 9, or Iuke 4: 1-14. 


Meditation: That in the face of temptation we may be granted 
In our lives: patience 
In the Church: wisdom 
In the world: order 
In particular that saving unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of churches undergoing temptation and per- 
secution for their faith. 


Collects Jesus our Master, do Thou meet us while we walk in the way, 
and long to reach the heavenly country; so that following Thy light, we may keep 
the way of righteousness, and never wander away into the horrible darkness of this 
world's night, while Thou, who art the Way, the Truth and the Life, art shining 
within us. 


seventh Day: BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL 


From the enemy and false accuser; from envy and grudging: from an unquiet 
and discontented spirit: from heresy and schism: from strife and debate: from 
a scornful temper, and reliance on our own understanding: from offence given or 
taken: and from whatever might disturb Thy Church, and cause it to be less one 
in Thee: 

Good Lord, deliver and preserve Thy servants for ever. 


Scripture Reading: John 14: 15 — 26. 


Meditation: That the Lord's prayer for unity may be fulfilled 
In our lives: in health 
In the Church: in wholeness 
_ In the worlds in peace 
In particular, that comforting unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of the reality of the evil powers in the 
world and the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
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Collect: We beseech Thee, O Lord, to guide Thy Church with Thy perpetual 
governance, that it may walk warily in times of quiet, and boldly in times of 
trouble, through our Lord. 


Bighth Day: FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER AND 
EVER, AMEN. 


O benignant King of ages and Master of all creation, receive Thy Church 
approaching Thee through Christ; fulfil for each of us what is good for him; 
bring us all to perfection, and make us meet for the grace of Thy sanctification, 
uniting us together in Thy Holy Church, which Thou hast purchased with the pre- 
cious blood of Thine only begotten Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: with 
whom, and with Thine all holy, good and life-giving Spirit, Thou are blessed and 
glorified for ever. 


Scripture Reading: Matthew 28: 16 —- 20. 


Meditation: That the power of God may manifest itself throughout the whole 
earth 
In our lives: through joy 
In the Church: through mission 
In the world: through renewal 
In particular, that glorious unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of the call of the Church to preach the Gospel 
to all creatures and to the ends of the world, and thankfulness for those faithful 
to that call. 


Collects: 0 God, who art rich in mercy to all, 0 Father of glory, who 
madest Thy Son to be a Light to the Gentiles, to proclaim redemption to the cap- 
tives and sight to the blind; do Thou, who by Christ art bounteous in compassion, 
grant them remission of sins, and a portion among the saints through faith. 
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IMC Assembly Opens on December 28 


Delegates from thirty-five member councils will gather at the University 
College of Ghana, Achimota, Ghana, from December 28—January 8 for the Assembly 
of the International Missionary Council. (The last Assembly was held at Willin- 
gen, Germany, in 1952.) 


Most controversial item on the agenda will be the proposal to integrate the 
IMC and the World Council of Churches (see EPS No. 30). The plan was commended 
by the Central Committee of the WCC at its meeting this summer. If it is approved 
by the IMC Assembly it must then be voted on by the member councils of the IMC and 
final action cannot be taken before the third Assembly of the WC in 1960. 


Recommendations are also expected on: a study programme designed to give a 
theological basis, content and direction to the missionary work of ‘the churches; 
a plan for closer cooperation in the Shurch's missionary work; the training of 
the ministry, especially in the younger churches; new forms of missionary work; 
the relation between the social work of missionss%and the relief programme of the 
churches working through the World Council. 


Dr. John A. Mackay, chairman of the IMC and president of Princeton Theologi~ 
cal Seminary in the US, will address the opening plenary session on "The Christian 
Mission at This Hour". <A second plenary session will deal with the same tepic 
and give background for the later group meetings, where delegates will consider: 
"The Christian Witness in Society and Nation"; "The Christian Church Facing Its 
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Calling to Mission"; "The Christian Church and Non-Christian Religions"; "The 
Place and Function of the Missionary"; "What Does ‘Partnership in Obedience’ 
Mean?" , 


In addition, committees of delegates will be discussing the proposed integ- 
ration plan of the IMC with the WCC, the training of the ministry, new forms of 
mission, and missions and inter-—church aid. 


During the Assembly, Gommunion services will be held according to the Angli- 
can, Methodist and Reformed rituals. E.P.S., Geneva 


Scottish Churchmen Study World's Needs 


(Edinburgh) — Six hundred delegates from eight Scottish demoninations attended a 
Scotland—wide conference in Edinburgh late last month to consider the growing 
needs of the world and the increasing willingness of the Christian churches to 
cooperate in helping to meet them. Theme of the conference was "Scotland Faces 
the World's Need". 


The churchmen heard an urgent appeal for financial help to close the vast 
refugee camps from Mr. Auguste Lindt, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. Other speakers included Sir Thomas Taylor of Aberdeen, chairman of ° 
the conference, Pastor Christian Berg, of Germany's Evangelical Hilfswerk ergani- 
Sation,and Mr. A.B. Oyediran of Nigeria. 


Among those taking part were representatives of the Baptist Churches, Churches 
of Christ, Congregational Churches, Church of Scotland, Scottish Episcopal Church, 
Methodist, United Free Churches and the Society of Friends. Leaders of Scotland's 
War on Want Movement and the United Nations Association also attended. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


US Methodists Set Up Commission on Beumenical Consultation 


(Gatlinburg, Tennessee) ~ As a result cf the First North American Conference on 
Faith and Order, a thirty-six-member Commission on “Ecumenical Consultaticn will 
be set up by the Methodist Church to take part in inter-denominational consulta- 
tions on Faith and Order. The new sommission was authorised by the Council cf 
Bishops at its semi-annual meeting in Gatlinburg last month. The idea for the 
commission stemmed from a presentation made in Oberlin, Ohio, in September at the 
Faith and Order Conference by ifethodist Bishop F. Gerald Ensley. 


Commission members will be eight bishops, twelve theology prefessors, eight 
pastors, six laymen and two representatives of the church's Boards of Mission and 
Education. E.P.S., Geneva 


ne ee en 


Dates Set for Forming United Lutheran Body in USA 


A timetable for bringing about union between three major Lutheran churches 
in the United States has been approved by a joint union committee. 


The American Lutheran Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church have agreed to unite. A fourth group, the Lutheran 
Free Church, is now conducting a vote in its congregations to discover whether 
they wish to join the union. The new body will be called the American Lutheran 
Church. 


Under the suggested timetable, documents for the merger will be completed by 
February 1, 1958. Articles of incorporation for the church will be filed on 
January 1, 1960. Final conventions of the uniting bodies will meet from April 

20 — 23, 1960, in Minneapolis. The new church's constituting convention will 


No. 47 - December 13th, 1957 te a 383 


follow immediately between April 24 and 27. June 5, 1960, Pentecost Sunday, will 
be set aside in all congregations to mark the union. The new church will begin 
functioning as an administrative unit on January 1, 1961. Its first general con- 
vention will be held in October, 1962. E.P.S., Geneva 


Roman Catholic Call _to Prayer for Week of Unity 


"From January 18 to 25 the Week of Universal Prayer for the Unity of all 
Christians will remind us that ail baptised people, now divided among themselves, 
are called to be one". 


Literature issued by the Roman Catholic priest, Father P. Michalon, as director 
of the world-wide movement continuing the work of the late Abbé Paul Couturier of 
Lyon, France, underlines the tragedy of Christian division in issuing a call to 
prayer for 1958 in these terms. 


"If you were asked 'What is a Protestant, or a Roman Catholic, or an Orthodox, 
or an Anglican?' you would most probably be inclined to point to whatever displeas- 
ed you, or, at any rate, was a root of dissension", the appeal goes on. "But you 
do not know them! How then can you value and love them? fThat is one of our 
worst sins: the silent acceptance of the greatest divorce in Christian history! 

Is our charity so withered that Christ's prayer, on the eve of Holy Thursday, no 
longer moves us? ‘Father, that they may be one'." 


The suggestions for prayer that follow have been grouped under the general 
intention of "the unity of all Christians as Christ has willed it, and by the means 
He has chosen", People are asked ty pray on successive days for the unity of all 
Christians, suffering as a result of separation among Christians, for the sanctifi- 
cation of Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans, Protestants, and Missionary churches; | 
and for the unity of all mankind in the love and truth of Christ. ; 


Father Michalon, who sends out literature annually from the Grand Séminaire, 
Francheville, Rhéne, reports that for the Week of Prayer in 1957 more than 430,000 
printed items were ordered. In a single day 244 request letters reached him. 
Special efforts to further the week of intercession were reported in countries as 
far distant as Madagascar, Tunisia, Denmark, Indonesia and Lebanon. 

E.P.S., Geneva . 


New Trends in Orthodox Church Life in Greece 


(Athens) -— The new head of the Orthodox Church of Greece, 66-year-old Archbishop 
Theoclitos of Athens, has put before the Holy Synod of his church several proposals 
for reform which are aimed at strengthening church ani theological life in Greece. 
A Seminar for Spiritual Instruction will be started in Athens tc prepare priests, 
two from each of the thirty dioceses in the country, for organising pastoral re- 
treats, where spiritual and practical questions will be discussed, To train 
church social workers, who must have completed a full theolcgical course at a uni- 
versity, it is proposed to establish a Deaconess School in Athens. In additicn, 
all Sunday schorls, which have in many cases been run by laymen, are to be coordi- — 
nated and led by the priests. 


The Holy Synod decided on various measures to improve the economic position 
of the priesthond. All priests exercising their ministry in the capital must 
obtain a therlogical diploma immediately; otherwise they will be transferred to 
the provinces. The Holy Synod appointed twenty committees to deal with particular 
aspects of the Church's work. They include a committee to watch foreign "propa- 
ganda" and proselytising among Orthod»x believers. Another committee will work 
on plans for a united Orthodox pro-synod, and one will concern itself with the 
World Council of Churches and "relations with foreign churches". Among its men- 
bers are Archbishop Theoclitos, several bishops, the synodal secretary, Papachristou, 
and Professors Bratsiotis and Joannidis. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Towards Closer Conperation Between Orthodox Churches 


(Athens) - At the first meeting of the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church 
since he took nffice this summer, His Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens and All 
Greece, Theoclitos, spnke in favour of closer cooperation between the Orthodox 
Churches, and reported on talks he had had in this connection with the Patriarchs 
of Alexandria and Antioch. 


The head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexius of Moscow, re- 
ferred to the initiative taken by the Greek Primate. In a reply tec a letter of 
greeting from Archbishop Thenclitos, Patriarch Alexius of Moscnw has written: 

"You have assured us with brotherly love that you will uphold the Orthodox faith 
and the tradition in all their purity and fullness, and will strive in your supreme 
office as hierarch to promote the unity of God's Holy Church. We welcome the 
intentions expressed by Your Holiness with all our heart, and are convinced that 
the days of your service as first hierarch will be propitious fer the further 
strengthening of the close brotherly fellowship of our Churches." 

B.P.S., Geneva 


in_brief 


The Rev. Philip Potter of the British iJest Indies succeeds the Rev. Bengt- 
Thure Molander of Sweden as executive secretary cf the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches on December 15. Mr. Molander is returning to a Iutheran 
pastorate in Sweden. A Methodist, lir. Potter has been on the staff of the WCC 
since 1954, and for the last year has been secretary of the WCC's Youth Department 
in the Council's New York office. 


* * 


The Methodist Church of New Zealand at its annual conference last month voted 
to continue merger negotiations with the Presbyterian and Congregational Churches 
and the Associated Churches of Christ. 


x * 


The Right Rev. G.K.A. Bell, honorary president of the World Ceuncil of Churches, 
who retires in January as the Bishop of Chichester, will be succeeded by the Bishop 
of Wakefield, the Right Rev. Roger Plumpton Wilson. 


ih F.5 


The Supreme Court of Mexico has ruled that a recent edict prohibiting reli- 
gious broadcasts is constitutional. 


cece 


Archives of the Confessing Church have been set up in Bielefeld in West Ger- 
many containing documents relating to the most important Syncds held during the 
Nazi régime in Germany; reports cf trials; papers dealing with the Jews, the 
armed forces, the SS, cuthanasia and the press; and collections of sermons preached 
during the church struggle. Director of the project is Pastor Wilhelm Niemoller. 


* * 


The new head of the Russian Church Mission in Israel, Father Nicodim, has 
been made an archimandrite in the Russian Cathedral in Jerusalem. He succeeds 
the Archimandrite Pimen, who has returned to Mescecw. 


rer 


Protestant youth planning to visit the 1958 World Exhibition at Brussels can 
find accommodation in the "Foyer des Jeunes", 99 rue de Jerusalem, in Schaerbeck, 
near Brussels, Run by the YMCA, the home has space for fifty persons. 

BE.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Protests Continue over Schmutzler Sentence 


(Berlin) ~ Protests continue to mount against the sentencing of Pastor Siegfried 
Schmutzler to five years' hard labour, announced last week by the Leipzig Court 
of Justice (see EPS No. 46). 


On Sunday, December 8, services of intercession were hcld in all the Protes- 
tant churches in western Germany for the East Zone pastor who was charged with 
"inciting to boycott". The prayers will be repeated each Sunday. 


In the meantime, student protests against the sentencing of the Leipzig 
student chaplain continue to mount. Students at the universities of Kiel and 
Cologne marched through the streets in silent protest. At the same time, the 
Kiel students drew up a public protest demanding Pastor Schmutzler's immediate 
release and the cancellation of his prison sentence. The Committee of the Asso- 
ciation of German Students has written to President Dieckmann, of the People's 
Chamber of the German Democratic Republic, urging him to free Pastor Schmutzler 
as an act of mercy. 


The Catholic News Agency of Germany has issued a statement saying that Catho- 
lics are amazed and distressed at the sentence, and fear that further restrictions 
may be placed on the work of the Church in the DDR. 


The Bulletin of the Federal government in Western Germany has expressed con- 
cern over the "growing church struggle" in East Germany, and states that Article 
41 of the Constitution of the DDR expressly recognises the right of religious 
associations to express their opinion concerning questions vital to the nation. 
Therefore, the Bulletin says, the sentence against Pastor Schmutzler is a complete 
breach of the constitution. 


Taking the opposite view in the controversy, the pro-government East German 
paper, "Neue Zeit", describes the statements of Professor Helmut Thilicke, Bishop 
Otto Dibelius and Bishop Hans Lilje defending Pastor Schmutzler as "hypocrisy". 
Terming Bishop Dibelius and Bishop Lilje "the exponents of the policy of NATO" in 
the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, the paper said "they regard 
'church freedom! as freedom to use the church as camouflage and use the institutions 
and forms of church life in order to fulfil the aims of NATO in the DDR". "Neue 
Zeit" added that they "pretended to intervene on behalf of Pastor Schmutzler, but 
their championship of his case definitely made things worse for him and provided 
further evidence that the sentence against him was justified". 


Writing in "Sonntagsblatt", a Hamburg paper which he edits, Bishop Lilje 
points out that "the matter is so serious because the hard and unjust sentence 
passed at Leipzig can only be interpreted as a Signal for a struggle against the 
Church, a sign of a decision to use force to stop the Christian message being 
preached in public, an attempt to intimidate those who announce the word of God", 


Because Pastor Schmutzler was charged with being in contact with Evangelical 
Academies in Western Germany and with sending students to them, two church offici- 
als have issued statements concerning the work of the academies and Christian 
student groups. 


President Scharf of the Evangelical Church of the Union says that the "work 
of the Evangelical Academies has no pclitical bias, and they are always ready for 
open discussion with anyone who wishes to participate .... they are not places 
for re-education. We want to help people to meet others with oppesite views so 
that they can understand the reasons underlying each other's opinions and ideas, 
and we want them to hear what the Church's message is." 


Describing student groups as a fellowship whose purpose is the service of 
God, in the biblical sense, Dr. Scharf said they are a new form of church life tn 
contact people who have no relation to the parochial church where they live and 
draw them into the church's fellowship. 
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Bishop Gottfried Noth of Dresden, in whose district Pastor Schmutzler worked, 
contradicted the view expressed during the trial that the student Christian groups 
are "illegal" organisations. 


Bishop Noth, who attended the trial, has reported to the Synod of Dresden 
that during the trial Pastor Schmutzler declared himself "guilty in the terms of 
the charge". : 


Concerning the attitude which a pastor should have toward the state, Bishop 
Noth told the Synod: “We expect our pastors and church workers to be conscious of 
their special task of preaching the Christian message and of spiritual care, to 
observe the laws of the state and to avoid anything which might lead to unnecessary 
conflicts with state or political authorities... A pastor must not carry on counter~ 
revolutionary activities nor participate in then. Nor should he misuse his posi- 
tion to stir up egzitation against the state or against its institutions. On the 
other hand, the Church's message cannot be confined to what may be called the 
‘sphere of picty'. It wishes to serve man in cvery sphere of his life in the 
world today, and it is its duty to give him clear guidance on questions of public 
life... I repeat, it is the duty of a pastor to tell the congregation what God 
wants that congregation to do, in the circumstances in which it finds itself today." 


The council of the leaders of the Evangelical Academies and Lay Institutes 
in Eurspe has issued a protest against Pastor Schmutzler's sentence on behalf of 
academies in Holland, Great Britain, France, Switzerland and Sweden. The council's 
chairman, Mr. D.H.J. Rinderknecht,said that "by the Leipzig trial the free exchange 
of thought between Christians and non-Christians was branded as a criminal offence". 
K.P.S., Geneva 


Perlin Synod of Church of the Union Takes Firm Stand 


(Berlin) - The Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) has held a Synod in Berlin- 
Weissensee (East Berlin), in an atmosphere of further increasing tension between 
East German Church and state. The EKU includes churches all over Germany; in 
Brandenburg, Saxony, Pomerania, Silesia, Westphalia and the Rhineland. 


In the German Democratic Republic numbers of church officials are in prison. 
Pastor Schrutzler, student chaplain at Leipzig, has received a sentence of five 
years' hard labour. Newspapers in East Germany are urging the dismissal of a 
number of pastors who have opposed communist ceremonies now spenscred by the Gov- 
ernment, A prominent office-bearer of the popular-front Socialist Unity Party 
(SED) in the Cerman Democratic Republic has urged all party-members and state 
officials to leave the church and to stop sending their children to classes in 
religious instruction. The SED has also urged church leaders in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic to separate from the church leaders of Germany as a whole. The 
SED's central organ, "Neues Deutschland", has declared that in future the authori- 
ties of the church in the DDR should no longer obey the instructions of the "mili- 
tary church" in Western Germany and its president, Bishop Otto Dibelius. 


"Neue Zeit", organ of the pro-government Christian Democratic Union in Bast 
Germany, invariably corments on church statements mentioning "spiritual care in 
the armed forces" as implying "organisational fusion of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany with NATO", "Neve Zeit" has challenged the churches in East Germany to 
make "binding statements" concerning "the steps they propose to take, in order to 
recognise and abide by the constitution of the state in the German Democratic 
Republic". For several months the churches in East Germany have been required 
to "declare their loyalty" in this way. 


The Christian Democratic Union in the district of Dresden has expressed its 
agreement with the Youth Dedication, which was rejected by the church as inccmpati- 
ble with sonfirmation. In other quarters the sending up of the Russian satellites 
is celebrated as "the eighth day of Creation". One newspaper stated that Ccmmu- 
nism has now succeeded “in continuing God's creative work and out-trumping Him". 
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A Socialist Unity Party official has declared that "the last doubter will now 
have his eyes opened as to who has the best relationship with heaven. The sput- 
nik means the dawn of the eighth day of Creation. The Bible cannot compete with 
RP 

In this situation the Evangelical Church of the Union has made four state- 
ments: a "Message of Help to Christians, Concerning their Attitude to the State", 
"Five Principles Governing the Policy of the Church in the German Decomratic Repub- 
lic", a "Warning against the Misuse sf Human Power in an Age of Technics and 
"Questions t> Church Leaders". 


The "Questinns to Church Leaders" tries to encourage pastors and church 
workers to persevere in intensive pastoral work so as to strengthen the spiritual 
independence of the churches. 


In its "Warning against the Misuse of Human Power in an Age of Technics", 
the Synod rejected all weapons of mass destruction and all attempts to justify 
them for any purpose. "In any case", the statement said, "the use of weapons of 
mass destruction will destroy what one wanted to save — peace and freedom. The 
Synod warned against the "suicidal policy of atomic armament adopted by the world 
powers", and especially against using atomic arms in the German armed forces. 


The "Five Principles Governing the Policy of the Church in the DDR" are: 
remaining loyal to Christ alone; demanding freedom to preach the Gospel in public, 
personal and social life, including spiritual care and religious instruction in 
schools; freedom for the church to determine its wm church laws and government; 
readiness for financial sacrifices in order to keep the churches going; readiness 
to accept lower positions in the church if necessary. 


The full text of the "Message of Help" follows:- 


Church and State 
A statement issued by the 
Synod of the German Evangelical Church of the Union, December, 1957. 


‘Today many Christians want to obey God, but do not know what attitude they 
should assume toward the state in the German Democratic Republic. The pressure 
brought to bear on them is in danger of causing them to waver in their faith or 
to reply by hate. Both attitudes would be forms of disobedience to our Lerd, 
who has taken us into the service of His love. So we wish to speak a word that 
will help. 


Mi 


‘In the press and in public meetings attacks, sharper than ever before, are 
being made, not only against individual church leaders, but against the fundamental 
dogmas of our faith. These attacks are merely cutward signs of a far-reaching 
decision. Now not only the Party, but the state itself, begins to pay allegiance 
to Marxist-Leninist ideology and to reject God and His will. The legally protec- 
ted sphere assigned to the Christian faith in accordance with the DDR constitutien 
grows smaller and smaller. To give one clear instance: the state is now setting 
up apparatus, especially through the schools, to engage in prepaganda for the 
youth dedication ceremony as the acknowledgement of a world-view which excludes 
God. Many people are asking themselves "How can I, as a Christian, bound to my. 
‘Lord's will, go on living and working in this state?" 


ip 


'Nevertheless it would be contrary to our Lord's will if we were to become 
eubittered, if we simply rejected the state in an utterly negative way. The 
Bible says "There is no power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of 
God" (Romans 13: 1). 
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‘To this there is no exception. Our attitude to the state does not depend 
on the form of the state, nor the way it assumed power, nor even its own conception 
of itself and whether or not it recognises God's will. The Bible tells us to 
take the state seriously in its task as God's instrument. It therefore also tells 
us, despite all disappointments, to expect the state to act in such a way that we 
Christians may recognise the sustaining goodness of God. This should be sn, not 
because statesmen themselves have inquired after God's will, but because God is 
Lord of every human form of order (1 Peter 2: 13), so that no-one can withdraw 
from the sphere where His will prevails. A Christian is never exonerated from 
responsibility for his state. If he must oppose the state in obedience to God's 
Word that is also part of his responsibility. By so doing he reminds the state 
of its own dignity, which it has received not from men but from God. 


We recall the message of the Synod of Barmen: 


"Scripture teaches us that, in accordance with the divine order, in this 
present unredeemed world where both Church and state are at work, the state has 
been appointed by God to care for law and order as best it can and by the use of 
force. The Church acknowledges this divine benefit with gratitude and awe.... 

We reject the false teaching that the state could or should become the single and 
total regulator of human life. By doing this it would be performing the Church's 
function." 


EL 


We shall have to ask ourselves seriously whether we have clearly accepted the 
state as a divine institution, while rejecting any false claims it makes, or 
whether we have instead diplomatically avoided taking the decision demanded of us. 
The evangelical church is not the instrument of a political bloc or a church power 
bloc, We have not always stated this clearly enough in the past. We must try 
not to encourage suspicions like this by our words and deeds, Though we continue 
to pray without ceasing for reunification, we nevertheless do not live in hope of 
"x-day", but of the Day of the Lord. 


‘We must look to find out whether we have not made our attitude to this state 
dependent on a picture drawn from the past, or from the form taken by other states. 


IV 


'We cannot follow the state if it adopts allegiance to Marxist-Leninist ideology 
and tries to enforce that view by state action. By giving a clear refusal we help 
the state to see its true vocation and to guard against violent manipulation of 
men's minds. 


‘We must obey our Lord in every aspect of our lives. God and faith in God 
are not "religious" appendages to the rest of life. God, the Father of Jesus 
Christ, is Lord of our whole life and of the whole world. 


'If we want not to betray our Lord we must bear in mind the precepts that 
follow: 


bea Christ Himself puts us under obligation to call people to be His dis- 
ciples. As Protestants understand it this is no mere appendage to the rest of 
the Church's work. The command applies to its whole life. 


2 Because the Q@hurch is the flock of those who have accepted God's lordship, 
its members must recognise that what they say and how they behave to fellow-Chris- 
tians and those outside the Church are to be determined by God's will alone. 


Be We cannot believe it is possible for a Christian to profess at the same 
time allegiance to God and to a world-view which attacks his existence. Not even 
fear must lead us to that. Christ blessed those who suffer for His name's sake. 


4, We remain united with Christians even if they live in other states and 
hold political convictions differing from our own. 
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5. Our first duty is to do God's will; but that will is in His commands 
as interpreted through the teaching, life and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God has commanded us to stand up for human rights wherever they are infringed. 
God has commanded us to love, not hate. In every situation and in our relations 
with all men, we stand under the command of Jesus: "Love your enemies, bless them 
which curse you, pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you". 
God commands us to help to bring reconciliation wherever there is strife. 


6. Wherever opportunity to do good occurs — and this includes the realm 
01 public life - we are prepared to do it because we stand in the service of Ged 
who wills the good. "Seek the peace of the city... and pray unto the Lord for 
it" (Jeremiah 29: 7).! 


President Kurt Scharf was warmly supported by the Synod when he declared his 
loyalty to Bishop Otto Dibelius and rejected “calumnies" against him as President 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany. He said it was "intolerable" that the 
bishop could no longer visit the churches in his own district within the DDR and 
urged the authorities in East Berlin to end this situation. B.P.S., Geneva 
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Hungarian lutheran Officials Displaced 


ne ee: 
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(Geneva) - According t infermaticn recsived in Geneva on Decemoer 1'/, tcp luther- 
an officials elected by the church's syneds in Hungary have been displaced by 
government appcinted successers. The information was contained in an Advent cdi- 
torial in the December 15 issuc cf "Hvangclikus Elet", Lutheran Church newspaper. 


According to the newspaper, Bishop Lejos Vets is returning as bishcp of the 
Northcrn District and as the presiding bishop of the church, Bishop Veto, who 
had held the post since 1950, resigned during the reveluticn last October, Ac- 
cerding to the paper, "Lajos Vets is taking his place, which hc, like some of his 
colleagues, had been ferced tc leave because of threats with weapons." He replaces 
Bishop Zoltan Turoczy, who was elected in January, 1957, by the congregations and 
installed in February at ceremonics attended by Mr. Janos Horvath, president of the 
State Office of Church Affairs. 


Also returned is General Inspector Ernd Mihalyfi, who is referred to in the 

- 3 
article as the "legally elected inspector." lir. biihalyfi fled to Austria during 
the revolution and later returned tc Hungary. The fcrmer general secretary of the 

o dg 

church, Karl Grunvalszky, has also been restored, because, the paper says, he re= 
signed in Octcber, 1956, in an atmosphcre which was prejuciced by the coming 
icgounter-revolution.!! 
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The news cf the changes had been foreshadowed on November 29 at a mecting of 
sixty Lutheran pastors called by Mr. Horvath. At the same time a ccmmission was 
named by the government to run the affairs of the Lutheran Church, It will be 
headed by Lajos Grenak, whe has never held cffice in the church but has been an 
official in the State Office for Church Affairs. 


Spsaking at a press conference at the hcadquarters of the Lutheran Werld 
Federation in Geneva on Decomber 17, Dr. Carl H. Lund-Quist, LiF exccutive seere- 
tary, said that no direct word frem Bishop Lajos Ordass had been received about 
the changes in leadership. Bishop Ordass was arrested in 1948. Aftcr a period 
of imprisonment and house arrust he was fully rehabilitated in Uctober, 1956, be- 
fore the revolution in Hungary. He was restored to his positicn as hcad of the 
lutheran Church and attended the Assembly of the LWF in the United States in 
August, 1957. There he was elected first vice-president of the Federation. Dr. 
Lund-Quist, who returned from a visit to Hungary on Novembcr 22, said that. "Bishop 
Ordass had recognised for some time that a crisis would develcp, but until now 
the state had been willing to negotiate with him." 


On December 17 Dr. Lund-Quist and Dr. Franklin Clark ry of the United States, 
president of the LWF, cabled the fcllowing message to the Hungarian State Office 
for Church Affairs: 


'Impossible to overstate the shock and anxicty felt by the world-wide fellow- 
ship of the Luthcran World Federation, embracing 50 million Christians in 32 na- 
tions, on receiving the news that the Government of Hungary, acting unilaterally, 
has overridden the will cf thu congregations of that country by arbitrarily dis- 
placing a bishop and other church cfficials whe had been freely chosen, and arc: 
trusted by the Church. Thesc congregations themselves must always have the pre- 
vailing veicc, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in the choice of their own 
lcadership, or the Church, instcad of being God's, is on the way tc becoming an in- 
strument in the hands of somcbody clse, in this casc the Hungarian State, The 
Iuthcran World Federation strongly protests the recent action of the Government 
of Hungary as a viclation of this basic principle and urgently calls for its re- 
versal." 


In a subsequent announcement, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, said that he could not yet "make an official state- 
mont on behalf of tha officers of the World Council of Churches because there has 
been ne time to consult them. but in the light of carlicr statements of the World 
Council cf Churches--namely that the Hungarian Churches should be given full free- 
dom in choosing the leaders they desire, I can say that the World Council of 
Churches supports Bishop Ordass and all others in the Hungarian Churches who 
stand for the freedom of the Church." 


He added that at this moment there is no dramatic news to give about the 
status of the heformed Church in Hungery. 


There are about two million members of the Reformed Church and 500,000 members 
of the Lutheran Church in Hungary. About 65 per cent of the population of the 


y {- 3 ox ‘@) at ee a a i ] ° 
country belongs tc the Roman Catholic Church E.P.S., Geneva 
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Multi-Racial Conference Hold in South Africa 


(Johannesburg) - Nearly 400 delegates attended a thres-day multi-racial conference 
in Jchannesburg early in December, called tc lay dewn basic idcas fcr a common 
society in South Africa. Summing up the rosults, the Bishop of Johannesburg, the 
Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, pointed out that prebably the greatest achievement of the 
conference was that it ha; been held at all. Representatives, invited by African 
pestors, included twe Dutch Reformed Church pastors, the president cf the lietho- 
dist Conference, the Reman Cathclic Archbisheps of Durban and Cape Tcwn, univer- 
sity professors, lecturers and students, business men and journalists. 


Speaking on religion and its responsibility in a multi-racial society, the 
conference recommended that grouns make use cf the pulpit, church press and 
schools, classes and meeting "to achieve the ends of moral education in social 
and racial matters." The conference also urged that "practical applications of 
interracial collaboration be fostered in worship, discussicn, sccial exchanges 
and in charitable and cultural undertakings." 


The conference instructed its planning committee to try to raise money to 
publish a report of the meeting and to prepare for a later conference. 


Held in the Great Hall of the University of the Witwatersrand, conference 
leaders reported that there were ne disturbances of any sort, theugh policemen 


. were present. a 
P H.P.d., Geneva 


US National Council Blects Dahlberg President 


(St. Louis) - The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA spoke out 
on race relations, refugees and the sputnik, elected a new president and admitted 
four new churches during its triennial General Assembly which met from December 1 


4 


to 6-in St, Louis, Missouri. 


Newly-clected president of the council is the Rev. Edwin T. Dahlberg, pastor 
of the Delmar Baptist Church in St. Louis and the first Baptist to head the seven- 
year-cld council. Dr. Dahlberg, who succeeds the Rev. Hugene Carson Blake, a Pres- 
byterian, is the first NCCC president to be elected while serving as pastor of a 
Local church. 


Four churches were admitted to the council, bringing to thirty-four the num- 
ber of Protestant and Orthodox churches within the council. The new members are 


the Diocese ef the Armenian Church of North America, the Pelish National Catholic 
Church, the Free Magyar Reformed Church and the Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church. 


A ecntroversial proposed amendment to the council ccnstitution which would 
have increased representation of city, state and local councils of churches was 
‘not presented. Instead, the 800 delegates to the assembly voted to ask the coun- 
cil's new Gencral Board to make a study of the representation of church councils 
and report at the next assembly, 


In cther action, the councils 


* Noted that in the past ten years its member churches had helped resettle 
150,000 refugees in the United States. 


* Called upon its member churches publicly to endorse "the position that the 
United States government has an obligation te support effectively the United Na- 
tions programmes for refugecs withceut necessary limitaticns to percentage of sup- 
port by othsr governments," 
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“"Reaffirmed its renunciation of the pattern of racial segregation, both in 
the churches and in socicty, as a ‘violation of the Gespel of love and human 
brotherhceod." 


* Advocated "balanced, expanding programmes of international aid and trade 
to the end that in_this interdependent werld its varicus peoples, all created and 
cared for by God, may have a more abundant life, with more well-being, knowledge, 
justice, freedom and peace," 


* Said that Christians sheuld respond te the vistas opened by satellites cir-~ 
cling the earth and reckets penetrating outer space "neither with ccmplacency nor 
panic but with confidence and appropriate action," but warned that "the accelerat- 
ing arms race which now grips our world may lead directly to a war which will de- 
stroy civilisation," 


* Heard reports from Ur. Roy G. Koss, NCCC general secretary, and Dr. Roswell 
IT. Barnes, asscciate general secretary, calling on churches to cencern themselves 
with prcblems posed by man's physical outreach inte space, but warned against the 
futility of dependence for security cn technological development, 


% Elected Dr. It. H. Eqwin Espy cf New York as the council's associate general 
secretary, the first layman tc be named te the council's second-ranking adminis~ 
trative post. Dr. Espy, an American Baptist, will succecd Dr. Barnes, whe becomes 
executive secrétary in the New York office of the World Council of Churches. 

He P.S., Geneva 


Patriarch cf Alexandria Reveals Link with Moscow 


In a recent interview with the "Journal d'igypte!, His Beatitude, the Patri- 
arch Christeforos cf Alexandria, reported that "the financial situation cf the 
Patriarcnate is very sound and, as in the past, we are expecting financial aid on 
the part cf the Orthodox churches of Russia and Rumania. !! 


In answer tc a question regarding possible future trips, the Patriarch said 
that "I have beei invited to go to Moscow next May and to Bucharest and I have 


accepted both invitaticns." 
H.P.5., Geneva 


Anglicans Forced to Give up Transvaal Schcol 


(Gape Town) - One cf the few remaining private secondary schools for Africans in 
scuth Africa is passing out of the contrel of the Anglican Church, according to an 
announcement by the Archbishop of Cape Town, the Most Rev. Joost do Blank. 


The board of governors cf Grace Dieu in Pietersburg has decided that it can 
no longer continuc to run the school under the cenditions demanded by the South 
African government, the Archbishop said. Two ycars ago the Teachers! Training 
School, a more important unit on th: same site, had to close because under the 
Bantu Education Act only the gevernment was allowed te train teachers. Temporary 
permission te operate as.a private schocl until the end of 1957 was granted fcr 
the seccndary scheol, However, schcal cfficials were told that permanent registra- 
tion of the school with the Devartmcnt of Native Affairs would only be possible 
"subject tc such further cenditicns-as the Minister may determine." The schocl 
directors said they could not run the scheol under those conditions, 


At the requcst of the Department of Native Affairs the church has agreed to be 
responsible fer the school during 1958 while negotiations for transfer of the school 
are under way. H.P.S., Geneva 
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Armenian Bishop to Leave Greece 


(Athens) ~ Bishop Issahag Ghazarian, head of the Armenian Apostolic Church of 
Greece, has been told by the Fereign Section cf the Athens Police Department that 
his residence permit will not be renewed. As a result, the bishop, an American 
citizen, must leave Greece as secon as possible. Appointed by the supreme head 

of the Armenian Church, Cathclicos Vazken I, whose headquarters are in itchmiad- 
zin, Soviet Armenia, Bishop Ghazarian came te Athens twe months ago, Reports 
from Greece say that some Greek members cf the church oppose the avpointment be- 
cause, they contend, the Cathclicos is under the influence of the Soviet gevern- 
ment, B.P.5,., Geneva 


Chinese Orthodox Church Becomes Autonomous 


According to reports from China, the Russian ixarchate there ended on May 30 
and became the autonomous Chinese Orthodox Church. 


Ay the same time, in Mescow, the Chinese Archimandrite Basilius was cconse- 
crated Bishop of Pekin by the lost Reverend the Metropelitan Nikolai of Krutitsky 
and Cclemna. In handing the new bishop the pontifical sceptre, the metropolitan 
said: Orthodoxy was breught to China by the Russian Orthodox Church threugh its 
spiritual mission, For some time the Chinese Orthodox Church was an txarchate of 
the Russian Orthodex Church. But from now on the Orthodox Church of China beccmes 
autonomous. In your internal life ycu will be quite independent." 


The new bishop was consecrated archimandrite in 1950 by the Patriarch of 
Moscow, Alexius, and named director of the Russian Mission School in China, 
B.P.S., Geneva 


WCC Sending Aid te Polish Churches 


(Genova) - Additional help from the churches ef the werld began going into Eastern 
murope this week. The Divisien cf Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches has announced that it has started the second phase of a 
programme of help to Polish churches that began seven months ago. 


Since last May more than $30,000 has been sent to the seven denominations 
represcnted in the Polish Ecumenical Council. Formal requests tctalling $75,000 
to be used for fifty projects have just been made by the Pclish churches, follow- 
ing visits last month by the Rev. Howard Schemer, inter-church aid secretary in 
Kuropc, and the Rev. John Metzler, s:cretary for material aid. 


The projects for the member churches cf the Ecumenical Council include fif- 
teen for the Lutheran Church; nine for the Polish National Cathclic Church; six 
for the United Evangelical Church; Mariavites, five; Methodists, five; Baptists, 
four; Reformed, four. In addition, the Pclish Ecumenical Council has requested 
aid to meet office expenses and tc begin a small library "dedicated to the ecu- 
menical education of pastors and leading laymen among Poland's divided and isolated 
churches." 


In answer to requests for fcod and used clothing, WCC cfficials have sent 
$3,000 tc be used te buy food for the residents of eight church welfare institu- 
tions maintained by the churches. It is expected that funds will be transferred 


to the Polish churchus. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Essay Competition Winner Announced 

(Geneva) ~ Pastor J. J. Beglingéer of Bilten, Switzerland, has been awarded first 
prize in the first Ecumenical Essay Competition, sponsered by the Scholarship 
Committee of the World Council of Churches (see EPS No, 14). Second prize was 

not awarded. Three third prizes went to the Rev. Daniel Doraisany of the Tamil 
Evangelical Church at Sulur, Coimbatcre District, South India, Pastor J. G. 

Bodmer of the Reformed Clurch of Geneva, and Pastor Henri Chavannes cf Broye, 
Switzerland. Honourable mention went te pastors from Ghana, the French Cameroons,’ 
the Netherlands and Switzcrland. 


Subject of the essays was "The biblical view of the relation between the mis- 
sion of the Church and its wity, and the implications of this view for the ecu-~ 
menical movement," E.P.S., Geneva 


Athens Faculty Appeals to Pope to ind Division 
(Athens) - The theclogical faculty of the University of Athcns has sent an appeal 
to the Pope to ask him to find ways of ending Christian division. 


In a message issued following a special mceting of the faculty held on Novem- 
ber 22, the members stress the need for new approaches to the preblem from the side 
of the leading Orthodox churches and the Church of Rome, They ask that theolo- 
gians from both sides shculd be asked to prepare the way for "qa long and sincere 
attempt"! tc heal the breach between East and West which dates back to the 9th cen- 
twury. 

The appcal emphasises that from the point of vicw of Orthodoxy one of the 
ercatest obstacles preventing reconciliation is the Roman Catholic uniate move- 
mont—-the activity of the Church of Rome in Eastern Orthodox lands by means of 
Eastern rites celebrated by locally resident bishops and priests whe owe allegi- 
ance to the Pope, 


Declaring that beth churchcs are praying for new approaches, collaboration 
and future union, the faculty's appeal goes on to say that the ‘Eastern Catholic 
Orthodox Church considers the uniate movement as "poisoning relations between 
Orthodox Catholics and Reman Vathelics."' They ask the Pepo to "remove this great 
obstacle, which prevents the rapprochement of the churches, by ensuring that no 
successor shculd be appointed following the death of the late Uniate Bishop of 
Theedoropelis, George Halavadjis,! who until recently was the leading Roman Catho- 
lic Uniate bishop in Greece. 


The. theological faculty says that in making this suggestion it docs not act 
in a spirit of intolerance, but of "true Christianity and true Catholicism which 
always inspired the great Popes of Rome, the Fathcrs of the Church and the ecu- 
menical councils." 


The appeal, which is signed by Dean Geras Konidaris and the professors of 
the Athens theological school, concludes by asking the Pope te "give it his gra- 


; ; ‘ 2 : hii ‘ 
cious attention and take appropriat« and helpful decisions. .P.S., Geneva 
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Russian and Bulgarian Orthcdox Strengthen Ties 


(Sofia) - The "Church Messenger’, published in Sofia, has just issued a special 
number concerning the’ visit of ten representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church, | 
led by Patriarch Alexius of Moscow and all Russia, to Patriarch Cyril of Bul- 
garia (see EPS Nosw-37). 


The paper reported that the churchmen decided to continue and strengthen the 
custom of sending Bulgarian candidates for the priesthood to study in Russian 
colleges. At present there are two Bulgarian students enrolled at the Religious 
Academy in Moscow. 


In a special address and threugh an article in the "Church Messenger" Patri- 
arch Alexius stressed the ties between the Russian and Bulgarian pecple and spoke 
of the fine religious spirit of the Bulgarian people whc, he said, did not lose 
their faith, or their national conscicusness, during the mest difficult years of 
foreien tyranny. 


It was the first visit cf Patriarch Alexius to the Orthedcx Churches in the 
Balkans since 1946, when contacts that had been broken off since World War I were 
renewed, fe oe, Geneme 


German Syncds Protest Against Schmutzler's Sentence 

The Synods of Hamburg and Saxony, the Conference of East German Churches and 
the Council and Church Conference of the Evangelical Church in Germany have all 
adopted resolutions protesting against the recent sentencing of Pastor Siegfried 
Schmutzler of Leipzig (see EPS Nos. 46/47). 


The Saxony Synod refuted statements by legal authcritics and the press in Fast- 
erm Germany that Pastor Schmutzler had engaged in "counter-revoluticnary" activities 4 
and insisted that in spite of great conflicts of conscience Pastor Schmutzler had 
constantly drawn attention to the Christian duty to cbey the authorities. Meeting 
on December 11 in Berlin, the Conference of East German Churches adopted the same 
resolution, and pointed out that the sentence had evoked deep unrest in the churches | 
in Eastern Germany. 


A unanimous resolution, stating that Pastor Schmutzler's attitude to the 
authorities was in full accordance with the Christian feith, was passed by the 
Synod cf Hamburg and later adopted by the Council and church Conference cf the EXD, 


In other developments revelving arcund the Schmutzlcr case, it has just been 
announced that two theological students in Leipzig, arrestcd in June, have been 
sentenced to prison. Andreas Jentsch, sentenced to eightecn months, and Wolfgang 
Wohllebe, who received a two-and-a-half-year sentence, are charged with being 
connected with Paster Schmutzler and of “inciting to boycott," E.P.5., Geneva 


Dr. von Thadden Scus DDR President 


(Berlin) - Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the Gurman Ivangelical 

Kirchentag, met recently with President Johannes Dieckmann of the People's Chamber 
of Eastern Germany in an effort to reduce tension between the German Kirchentag and -- 

East German authcritics. Main subject of conversation: the 1956 Kirchentag in Fronks 
furt, where, it is said, official guests from Eastern Germany were isolated. Dr, - 
von Thadder explained Chat this was due to misunderstanding and added that the in- 

, cidents would not be repeated at future all-German Kirchentags, H.P,5,, Geneva 
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in brief 


Dr. John Karefa--Smart, Sierra Leone Minister for Lands, Mines and Labcur, 
until recently staff member in Africa for the World Council of Churches major 
study on "The Common Christian esponsibility toward Areas of Napid Social 
Change'', led a delegation to London last week tc negotiate for a new constitu- 
tion for Sierra Leone. His delegation discussed the possibility of an all- 
African cabinet, headed by an African prime minister, which will assume re- 
sponsibility for the colony and the Protectorate of Sierra Leone. 


st 
ae 
sl 
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For the first time, the Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Vikcntije has taken part 
in a public ceremony held by the Yugoslav gcvernment-~snonsored Orthedox Priests 
Association, Also present for the ceremony in Belgrade, marking the fifteenth 
anniversary of the association, were other Serbian bishops and government of- 
ficials, 


sie 
as 
se 
ae 


An Evangelical Lutheran zulu Uhurch has been estaolished in Scuth Africa, 
the result of the union of the many Zulu Christian congrezetions there, Accord- 
ing to the recently approved church constitution, the young church will adminis- 
ter itself, but will maintain a close fellowship with its missionaries. 


Dr. Benjamin G. Bush, 74, died in the United States last month. He was the 
first representative of the Presoyterian Church USA in Hurepe, coming to Geneva 
in 1945. He was a leader in setting up the Department of Reconstruction which 
later became the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees cf the 
World Council of Churches and served as chairman of the .CC's Scholarship Commit- 
tee. 


The universal week of prayer organised at the commencement of each new year 
by the iilvangelical Alliance, has again been announced for 1958. This year's pray- 
ers, frem January 5-12, are centred on "some of the fundamental truths of the 
Christian faith." Literature for the week, which is supported by leaders of many 
Bible and missionary societies, is widely circvlated and translated into many 
languages, 


se 
a 
we 
a 


The synod of the French Reformed Church in Algeria has asked that all its 
parishes should hear a sermon on Christmas Day 1957 on reconciliation. The synod 
describes the sermon theme by saying: "Jesus Christ is the one who reconciles 
men, This reconciliation calls us tc intercede fcr those, whether friends or 
enemies, wio bear responsibilit; in the present situation." 


st 
ae 
sl 
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The Anglican Synod of the Diocese of Bermuda has unanimously agreed to lend 
St. Georges Anglican Church at Sen Miguel in the Azores to the Presbyterian Church 
ef Portugal for twenty years. The Anglican Church retains the right to use the 
church and at any time, "on the authority of the Bishop of Bermuda", 

P ib. P.5., Geneva 
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A Special Report 
All-Africa Conference Begins January 10 


The first ecumenical all-Africa confer: nee in history will take place next 
month in Ibadan, Nigeria. The All-Africa Conference, which will be in session from 
January 10-20, has as its purpose helping the Christian Church in Africa to recog~ 
nise its mission and responsibility. The theme is "The Church in Changing Africa," 


Meeting just two days after the close of the International Missionary Con- 
ference Assembly in Ghana, the conference will be attended by 200 delegates, more 
than twe-thirds of them Africans, from about twenty countries. Also present will 
be INC leaders and staff representing ten other nations around the world. African 
countries represented will include Sierra Leone, Liberia, French Cameroons, Bel- 
gian Congo, Ghana, Northern Rhodesia, Angela, Kenya, Uganda, southern Sudan, Mo- 
zambique, Nyasaland, Nigeria and Tanganyika, 


Conference sessions are planned te centre arcund the questicn, ‘shat is the 
Church?", with delegates divided into five groups discussing Youth, Marriage and 
Christian iducation; the Church and conomic Life; the Church and FPclitics; the 
Church and African Culture; and the Growing Church, including unity movements, 
stewardship, and the church and the missionary. Evening plenary sessions will 
deal with important work in progress in various parts of Africa and will include 
a discussion on literature and visual aids. Delegates will also hear reports from 
local churches and on the ecumenical movement, 


Conference sessions will be held in St. Anne's School, a Church Missionary 
society school for girls. Delegates will receive a public welcome on their arrival — 
in Ibadan and be greeted by Sir Francis Ibiam, the chairman of the National Chris- 
tian Council and one of the leaders in setting up the conference, ianting to be 
hosts in fact as well as name, Nigerian churches are giving freo hospitality to 
the entire conference delegation. On the second Sunday of the conference, many 
delegates will preach in Nigerian churches. 


The All-Africa Conference has been inspired by an All-African-Lutheran Con- 
ference held in Marangu, Tanganyika, in 1955. According to Mr. and Mrs. J. Grant, 
former missionaries in the Unicon cf South Africa, who were asked to organise the 
All-Africa Conference, delegates tc that meeting were so moved by a "vision for 
the whele of the continent," that the idea for the present conference was developed. 
The conference is not sponsored by the IMC, but it has its backing and Dr. George 
Carpenter of the IMC New York office is described as its "moving spirit." 


Speakers include Bishop Obadiah Karuiki of Kenya, Mr. Alan Paton of Scuth 
Africa, the Rev. R. K, Macdonald of Nigeria, the Rev. D. Mukosa of the Copper Belt, 
Bishep Odutola, the Anglican bishop of Ondo-Benin, Nigeria, and President Rufus 
Clement cf Atlanta University in the US, Attending will be Dr. Carpenter, Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council cf Churches, President John 
A, Mackay of Princeton Theological Seminary and IMC chairman, Dr. Charles Ranson, 


general secretary of IMC, iiss Madeleine Barot and the Rev. Philip Potter of the WCC,: 


Prior to the conference, a six-day consultation on "Mon and Women in Africa 
Today" will be held in Ibadan, jointly sponsored by the IMC and the Department on 
the Cccperation of Men and Women in Church and Society of the World Council. The 
programme will include discussions on pclygamy, bride price, freedom of marriage, 
birth control, educational opportunities, changing standards of living, the place 
of women in society, and the rcle of lay members in the renewal of the Church. 

E.P.S,, Geneva —7= 


INDE X. 


OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE DURING THE SECOND SEMESTER 1957 


GENERAL: 


ARGENTINA: 


AUSTRALIA: 


Help Goes to Flood-Stricken Communities... Weise Rie aa Sh pte 
WCC Central Committee Meets July 30 - August 7 in U, 5, Te ie ane KA PRE 
Dieeinvernational HeviewvGt Misetons: te lg eee ee) wivetiee Fee 
The Ecumenical Review... , Men uuibns sLoacet emma 
Consultation Considers "The ereval of ite ‘Ghucon't TRO ARDS BO Rape 


Dean Douglas Horton Is New Faith and Order Chairman........ 28 
Nosid ehh vance Re-electa cnarves’ Shermans oo. ee ele lee le eo 


World YWCA Holds Seminar .... Sarl dahil heehee am ee 
Bishop Lilje Speaks on Colombia, ferends Christians Behind Iron 
CurtaLn ills Selle: ten ieNa eee 


Central Committee ieee Tenth “Anhoal Beseion (General Secretary 
Reports - Ceylon Site of Next Assembly - Central Committee Theme) 29 

CCIA Statement on Atomic Tests Commended to Churches ....... 29 

Administrative Committee ana on Response to Middle Kast, 


Hungarian Emergencies. . gt Vn salle e's ho) at hearin eon ae 
World Church Leaders Speak at sie Meets nes) ACS OeM A RPE LAHAT Veo 25) 
United Bible Society Meets in Brazil ..... 4 te hie heh aN oe 
Statements on Atomic Weapons from Central Damitetoe, e7 ia Dhehete Nea eee 
Committee "Commends" Integration Plan for WCC/IMC ........ +. 30 
‘Five Churches Adm tted..to WCC! MemberShip:<é 00.060. se ee 0 es, Oe 
RacerGonci meaiemiir ee AOROLN GEO = o'\ are ey tyes kolo el) ipo a Seo) hugepyeneane 
Committee Speaks on Race... SNR ec tay il halk wi bs eel lg alee i 
Closing Decisions of Central eter ASE Aral 00M om amas DAT NI ig hgh 
Financralerccordnopuared, by Commi tiGe ct eek oes oe ee elle hale 
YMCA Holds Conference in Denmark . . oti pine Dies ape eens Ee 


Ww 
SS 


Keith Bridston Appointed Faith and Order mroeueive Becrseara 5 
Third Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation (Minneapolis) . . 32 


NSP Sig aati A (honey acl Ml 0k TON UUM Ea aoa Sai ca A ae oC Se 
News about the Bible... . aa Sea e ye Ne EE 
Paul Guinness Leaves"World Communiqué" Baitorship Mets aula eluate) hel eames 
YMCA Movements Report Advances . . ey adintic cient wos hore een tee ae) 
YMCA/UNESCO Groups Study Atoms for panne Meee Micdia hic uel darae sek wile eed 
tAssignment. in Unity", a New Colour Filmstrip). . 05. 2. Doe. 4 6 36 
A New Series of Booklets on Evangelism... Pee Vee Ce oi tens da eine 
Anniversary of Telephone Ministries in one WN Tel ale ath ablictins sv ese eos ka ene 
World YMCA-YWCA Celebrates 90th Week of Prayer... ... + 6 ee 39 
Administrative Committee Meets October 8-9 ..... 2265+ +2 39 
Woutiolesders eid annual sConsul tation 0 yas bs ee et ila ane ete ee 
ieminvecrati bial, Heyvew or MiSELONS evs vie wel lel S bla ee ed gree 
The Ecumenical Review... BN HORNS tS ence eet shed ane me 
YMCA Holds Consultation on Lavi neingelien SNC MNGK ea hoyle pep sia ac eat eee 
MGR Unm i rata Depa WEAPONS urd al gle Awl oli foie hoc eon’ vty eee ae 
Refugees Arrive from Hong Kong... Ae tek Ga he ota eae 
Visser 't Hooft, Lund-Quist Receive oan meee whe Wee; abe Ror mle or eet erm 
World Circulation of Scriptures Nears 27 Million. .....-..-. 45 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 1958......... 46 


Roman Catholic Call to Prayer for Week of Unity .......+4 0 47 
Evangelical Alliance Week of Prayer 00/4 eee ee ole els 95) AS 


Inauguration of New Bible House... Shanta eet Gs Gilvaateee 
A Federation of Churches in Argentina to bee Forned! Pawo on Mae, FON Io) 
Baptist Union Advocates Separation of Church and State ...... 36 


Synod Approves Jointly-Owned Churches... 2. 6 2. ee ee eo eo 34 
Queen's Chaplain Becomes Archbishop of Melbourne dial nb ae ec’ sie eee oe 
An*suetralian Evangelical Alliance Formed 27.66% eo «© 0 a # ep AO 


page 2. 


AUSTRIA: 


BELGIAN CONGO: News Notes from the Belgian Congo . 


BELGIUM: 


BRAZIL: 


BULGARTA: Patrvarch Asks for Personal Contacts . .°.. 


CAMEROONS: The Presbyterian Church Gains Its Independence . 


CANADA: 


CEYLON: 
CHINA: 


. COLOMBIA: 


Commission Appointed to StudyChurch-State Relations . . 
Bishop Gerhard May Presents Protestant Views on Concordat 
Three Hundred Children Returned to Hungary... 


. . . e e 


Foundation Stone Laid for "Protestant Churches! Pavilion" 
Plans Announced for Ecumenical Pavilion .... 


A Catholic Voice on Protestantism in Brazil . 


. ° . e 


. e . . ° 


Patriarch Cyril and Patriarch Alexius Sten Aton hoped! 
Russian Delegation to Bulgaria ...... reas 


e . 


° . * e 


° ° . . e 


Presbyterian-Anglican Study Rejected ....... 
World Baptists Called to Pray for Peace... ‘ 3 
Anglican and United Church Leaders Prepare Mion See : 


« ’ . 


Churches Hold Day of Prayer for the Nation . 


Professor Freytag's Impression of the Churches ...... 
Little Flock Holds Nation-Wide Meeting... .. « w.«- 
Pu OMomousea una vu n CNOCOX*ONUrGh . 2.0 ss ue 6. ew ee be 


PenvecOe tae GhUYrCen "NEOPONCG \. ve ine ve tee! le es ew 
Two US @Grtigens Arrested.) .%.0. Subset stink >. leeamues Genie 
Roman Catholic Bishops Deny Bane euont hE ie beckon acd ee ARE 


Government Decrees Church Rights... . 


"EL Tiempo" Hails Government Decision on ee of Worship 


Official Clarifies Statement on Protestantism .,.... 

Government Upholds Protestant School... in 
‘Evangelicals Ask Government to Assure Pate ions seca . 

Evangelicals Report Decrease in Acts of Violence. . 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Protestant Churches Buy War-Damaged Synagogues. . . 


HGYPT: 
FI NLAND: 
FRANCE: 


GERMANY: 


Nasser Told of "Discrimination Against Christians" . 
Patriarch of Alexandria Reveals Link with Moscow... 
AMO reO WGhMenmcalemo time let whe tlie vetec eta le es ets 


Flood-Stricken Area Continues to Get Help . on tatny, 2s 
Protestant Assembly Sees Prospects of Reunion....... 


NA Serious Interference" with Church Lifes... 6. 6 oe wb 
VELKD Hesitant about Liselund Efforts... 2 oars, 
Hilfswerk Aids Arrested as East Zone Bans travel Seite ce hietace 
DDR Refuses. ExityPermit ito St. Thomas Choir . . . »'. « « « 
Mennonite World Conference Meets At Karlsruhe. . 
International Church Building Exhibition . cre 
Council of District of Potsdam Accuses Bishop pipettes Ai ost 
Synod Defends Hast-West Contacts . all Baie cia sate tes 
Sacrificial Offering Asked for orld's Cees PUM Erte ars, MATA 
Dr. von Thadden Reports on Summer Meetings ......4.-. 
German Church Leaders to Visit Czechoslovakia. ...... 
Community “ust Be Reunited, Pastor Says ....+..+ ++ «es. 
Reath- of Ur. Herprich Welaos. . aoe. s EE PRP ea ee Pa ay eee rs 
Church Buildings Seen as "Quiet Aenean Arete ADA Wier let 
Church Again Actively Opposing Youth beuiestiens Al eke WR 
October 27 Is Kirchentag Sunday... ; Dae anita do ie 
Catholic-Protestant Dispute over ehureh pudding 4) i Btereh f 
Bishops in DDR Attacked by the State ..... Wickes a eote 


page 3 
GERMANY: 


GHANA: 


GREECE: 


HUNGARY: 


INDIA: 


ITALY: 


Women of Keformed Churches Seek Clarification of Status ..... 
NienoLLer- pi the pateiisites oto ea es PeuAB ET yo Lee ae 
Gustavus Adolphus Anniversary Celebrations Gancetian ee ke tia ectie oe 
Bigvoe manns bilje; Receives, Cross of Merit.) 6.06 ee pie te ote 
"Christians Must Oppose Crusade Ideology" .......+.-eees 
Conference on Ecumenical Study Plans... ale sitenty ins 
Catholics and Protestants United against Yout h Boal ce eians RE ya 
Berlin oot ee Builds Inner Life of Church... .. PM isaral aie 
Churches Send ‘CC Disarmament Resolution to the EN a hla wees 


Church News from the German Democratic eae ou carat etaed ka ieat hee tire 

A "Conspiracy of Silence"? , , ee’, BL) cpt a ath a ait tsa te Ny 
Five Years Hard Labour for Boge: ipereiag. ena erier 2 aan eats 
Protests Continue over Schmutzler Sentence... of pa ae ea ite 


Berlin Synod of Church of the Union Takes Firm Stand a et 8 op 


German Synods Protest Schmutzler's Sentence .......6+6e8-6 
Dre IWOn Aieaoeiioges Wu President es Wee 6" els. icie ee ee 
Churchmen Express "Apprehension" .. . CREE SE uR Ts | cay wl tier eae re 


Covernment Again Expels Two Tribal Chiefs: A it Wn Mis < aviide yb M et vestneneee 


PACA Somhty Opens On December eG oi ieee ili eive! ele leliel a ue bw veg 
DEAtEMOie nr onbi smo DOLTOCRGOS+ OL MAbnOnSs.) oc. kali Sul ese ue ee 
The New Primate of Greece... i FF caps GSAS SW na TR ee RL Bra 


New Archbishop to Raise Clergy Benadards Boe LE Magi AC Sar pier Se aa 
Orthodox Set Up Department to Control Foreign Proselytisers ... 
Greek Delegation to Russian Patriarchate Anniversary Celebrations 
Hospi tal Dedloated (Girt ofiowediati Church. ce ee ks ee 
New rence ineOrtnogoxsOnurch Life in (Greece eo 4 oa oe eG ee 
Towards Closer Cooperation Between Orthodox Churches ....... 
Armenian Metropolitan to Leave Greece... ...s.« os ee ee 


rater. ans popeskiapaindt Nuclear Teste ob 2 sks eo 2 eile wid le 
butherans Hold. First Assembly since.1954 i903... we ek ww ee 
Danish Bishops and Pastors Oppose Death Sentence .......4.. 
OCT ne te Me miver any aed UeMONUTCNOS, elec Ho lcs ib >. ese wea ede celle 


Upekenirnol aswhesumegueuDLICAtLOn. 0 sj.) ete ee (sve ose ves de 
We TOMMe A AODUR CN Orta er SOB MOUs, ai a gs Gey le gue ep Me er wm 
LWF Officials Visit Budapest... cM mA tae ee heheh tia, sk mia cersice Rip Moab 
Tomb of Early Christian Bishop Found Siete le eh alleen to) Ob at tie a ame 
Churchmen Reject Bishop Bereczky's Resignation . .......... 
fire a Deasorsay lent nUngaryay es.) Sie oy bP uals ie ef 0, eulewe 
Hungarian Lutheran Officials Displaced . . er Ce NE eae ty 4 
North India Union Plans Ready... . ahs SMA bei ie mek Gate hairie eine ke 
Christians Protest against Communist Bill nine ete ate. el aha ce Rp 
Three Indians to Become Bishops... . bitten taka aie ah ght aeerte 
Opposition Grows against Co: «unist Bdteation “Bill Shire urea hasta e aie toe 
Hindu Mob Burns Down Protestant Mission Centre ........4..2-. 
IVACsier COreeating air ree Lerner ty. ee oe le ec doce ah 
AESGNOE TY Bees een COn SO ONUrOl INTEL cy ce is alin bc har @, oid ahve we 


Church of South India Marks Tenth Anniversary . 
Christians Urged to Be Patient Over Burning of Mission sigan lis ae 
Bishop of Madras Speaks on Missions and the Church ......4.-. 
Sst Cy Le GE ROTIS TIT GUL OO (oa) ov 'e'? a oat et tecteenuetieya, 26, a wecle borin 


° e ° e ° 


Ambassador Assures Churchmen of Religious Freedom .......~. 
Closer Cooperation between Waldensians and Methodists ...... 
A Baptist Union of Italy Has Been Formed ..... ¥ iia whe heed 
Roman Catholic Laity Urged to Cooperate with ee Re +e fasenned 


page 4 1957 


ITALY: Protestant Youth From Latin Countries Meets .... BE s het ea Ba) 
Christian Voices Heard in Full Employment Pontercice: Baie ieehte aimed aq 404 
JAPAN: Lutheran Merger Predicted for 1959... A RS | 


Preparations Under Way for WCCESSA comention in n Tokyo a eth eka tin miner 
Japan Christian Council Protests against Sunday Movies ..... 46 


KENYA: PO eure ver Lateran nene oe U Upi 4 tle e tes! Ronny hs oa wie. eced Ae 


KOREA: Presbyterian Church in Korea Backs World Council... ...... 38 
LEBANON: Near East Sunday School Curriculum Conference .......- +. 38 
MADAGASCAR: United Nati nal Church Foreseen in Two Years ........ «35 


MEXICO: Evangelical Convention Holds 60th Annual Rally ......... 37 


HEA BAST s Anes i canc Greate, New Archbishoprio. 4 wh ei.te ecat hw A ee R26 
PrigU Apne to enOp Ee NENTONC 6 .f als: lvl a pes Giles so, ell.0 1 a lensualie) , om toca 


NETHERLANDS: General Synod Votes to Admit Women to Ministry ....... 27 
The Netherlands Council of Churches Writes to the Russian Church 28 
A “kKirchentag Movement" in the Netherlands .........»+. 40 


NEW GUINEA: First United Congregation Established in New Guinea ..... .46 


NEW ZEALAND: Four Denominations Favour Union , ....... 0s 0 6 6 + ese w 2G 
Presbyterians Press Union Plans .... Mra ys 


Presbyterians Concerned About tiormon Mission hatiyi ties she. Tero Mune 
ECR ee ee rLCAROLMECI CONT eCTONGO Ol Nae uee as Nebly Wake lal eae «edie p's tee OAS 
NORWAY: Denial of Hell Not Teaching of Church, Convention Says ..... 44 


PAXISTAN: Floods Leave 600,UU0 Homeless ... Te AAG MeN BOMBS eh oY c 
Christians Say Rights Are Being Welsted | PRE wallace tsp eat eae 
SL UGm NE eve md Oras bans? (Ot IN LOO. cdvet Weulls Uhebeel bah cat melange ob lade ete oleae 


PHILIPPINES: A 50,000-Watt Short Wave Transmitter for "The Call of the 


CTI Mar mene act Pera axe 5 ac ARNEL Gros ob ces Gaz Moyle. accet ees ten ae 

PULAND: Old Catholic Bishop Reports on Visit... LPG CMRP REET Pe Oke 
The Church of the Trinity to Be Re vDad@eated A CRA ee wah 
Inter-Church Aid Reaching Pastors, Workers, Churches ...... 42 

POL tu ner mcemr seine Probleme. s stk va. filet bs sponte dee v oy eke 

WCC Aid to Polish Churches . ° . . . ° ° . . . ° r e ee o @ e 48 

oe OR Ae me BEOCO Mal teOl ty iy ote al OR ese ca) eet ies ie se | 04) el Ye eee 
RUMANIA: Orthodox Want Contacts with Western Christians ......+.. 33 


STERRA LEONE: Dr Karefa-Smart Heads Sierra Leone Delegation to London, 48 


Ph nr eee CROs DOSE hi %. i ba Nel Gel be ue, Sipe stile.) o% ansof atom 
AUTONOMOUS Danby Olam REGONMONGER (6 1 fe a le) ea nb! ce Mee ee ene 
Anglicans Told to Defy Law... #1 ha eee 
South African Re-Intry Visa Re fus: at te Car eterno) vinta (Ns Pen 
Methodist Group Denounces Bill ...... Bea Te Seduce gemrintes, 


Dutch Reformed Council Discusses iter ace! Gentacts AS Ea mate «| 
Duteh Reformed Official Answers’ WCC Query... << Soe ee « « ot AL 
Christian Council Makes Statement on Race Law ....... 6. 41 
Mivsrpiary, COuncL? SetUp for Bantu Arcas (cas bole os « » ‘ele ete 
Government, to Take’ Centrol-of University © 5. f°... base eis ie AA 
Aner canes Urva wp yl ranavaal mCHOOL: lc. ss si se We oie) sie eters 
Multi-Racial Conference... Saeiee VN ral dena eos BTEM tes Butane es 
Evangelical Lutheran Zulu cnieeh? Se erie hy GANG hie) Sead ostacs Sal toes eek 


page 5 | 1957 
SPAIN: foruy erOoLestany pamiiros octruek, by/FLOOd ah .c es) 8 se tae fee) AO 


SUDAN: Missionaries Seconded to Government Schools ..... +.» + «ae 
SWEDEN: Parivament vO Uiscuss Ordination’ of Women’. 2.06 ea} 3 eS 
Bravioth Says Churcn Must Haye Freedom. 40. 8. ae. be ee ee BS 
ConvocerioOnloers ‘Ordenation or Women os." bo. OS oe la dea ae ace 39 


SWITZERLAND: Old Catholics Plan Auxiliary Priesthood ....... «++ 20 
Swiss Youth Supports Trai: ing of Youth Leaders in Ghana, ... .32 
Christian Movement for “eace Holds International Congress ... .33 


Old Catholics ::old Seventeenth International Congress ..... .36 
Archbishop on Old Catholics! Ecumenical Task . 1. 2 se ee e el 
Sixth Bossey Graduate School Opens... ES A a atas SY atari Marat a te 
Paris Mission Hears Reports from Caneusona, eects OL se at oe gee 
Bishop Dibelius Preaches at 250th Anniversary of Lutheran Church 
Ree ope i 5 Ra CED en Rae ee eee bane eM ieee he eee 
International Protestant Broadcasting eo eeeicn oe pie He ea Pe tree 
Inter-Church Meetings Held ....... ele ou gy Pun Ghnty oh tent oan ae 
Confessional Leaders Meet "Informally" in eae Aap. Oe, orate dn <) cre aoe 
anes a eee NeW SBOP MMINE Les Mod tots te eee tone fe ole hae oh e So 
UNITED KINGDOM: 1,150 Attend Kirk Week... eichia, Uys Sh 6 ee ee oe 
Roman Gathelie Archbishop Chairs Heéti ne Picarencca: re 
(hele leet lege WenelsVesbpabagiy, (eld '.y 7 a’ er en a i Sa ean 
Death of Canon Tissington Tatlow.. . ; : Praeis} 


Bishop of Chichester Calls for Contact Beakeen Chiron Ne State oo 
British Catholic Peer Asks Freedom for Colombian Protestants . . 39 


Deatheorstne kev, Melbourn Nvans Aubrey ovo. 3. 6 ee ae te | AO 
Archbishop Werns of Dangers of United Churches ......... 41 
Anglican Bishop Proposes Ordination of Laymen.......+.+ + 43 
British Churches Oppose Change in Central Africa Constitution . .45 
ScotuLanechurchmen oLludy Worlds Necde 062. oie ee oo at Or AY 
UNITED STATES: United Church of Christ is Formed... ..- + «+s 2 «6 «© 0&0 
Deuitond cove iist Uites score vouramsCAndda. wo. 6 ssc tm ww lee at eed 


Reactions of White Congregations to Negro Pastors . .....« e&d/ 
Brethren, Lutherans, Quakers Ask for End of Bomb Tests ..... <7 


World Presbyterian Leaders Meet... FLU T as cay Neng S pleg Ste) cee 
Catholics Attack Central Committee Pyne sat by NSW MRURE aleteoveente) (sana 
Ordass Etected First LW Vice-President , 2 1. 1 6 © ee ee we 
Visser 't Hooft Urges*Ministry to Speak Out. < 0. 2 en 8 0 oe ened 
Uoracvanrcnutensnoiding General: cynod ..i5. ss 6 ++ 66s us ve ee 
Church Membership at Record Level... Bae eis : Ea ie 
Methodist Student ovement Withdraws erat Merger Neco atione ne oe 
Pastors Support Integration... . Se PN USN SP et cae re Piet ea ere 
First Faith and Order Conference eS re i ie Fateh adie, Cot Meee 
Faith and Order Conference Sends "Message to the Churches" ates ye is 
Moravians Adopt New Statement of Faith . 2. 6.6 6 be ee ws 635 
Inter-American Youth Visits... ey toh sl aden 


German Union Churches want Closer nepati one with the iin bed 

Cire hE TGC ONL oT gs yay Wiha 02 ssw: ate? vate Pow ey mieet ly te? eldigh 
Ministers Denounce Governor Faubus' Action..... Air dC Wen enzo |= 
Churchmen Continue to Protest against Racial Graidante Sista enna 
Church World Service Leader Criticises I migration Bill .... .37 
Roman Catholic View of Faith and Order Conference ....... «37 
National Council Commends Eisenhower's School Stand ...... 38 
Ministry of Reconciliation for Little Rock ........4+.+. + 39 
General Board Adopts Report on Arab Refugees... «. . «2 + « © 40 


page 6 | 1957 


UNITED STATES: Asia Needs New Type of Missionary, Bishop Says ..... 41 
Disciples Ready for Merger Talks... on agils Siar elaa Sey eect 
Contributions to Churches Pass Two Elion pollen: Marky Sos Seas 
southern Clergymen Declare Race Relations Principles ..... 4 
Dean, Pope Criticises Churches on Race*Policies .;....-. «6 »'» 44 
Diteswedicated for Inter-Church:Centre’. . i... « « 0s +, « 44 
"Catholic world" Speaks on Oberlin... a ao Andine | eee eeeeies 
US Churches Make Thanksgiving Appeal for sedge Wa Pee T Pal rahe 7: 
US Methodists Set Up Commission on Ecumenical Genaulcation o'6 AY} 
Dates Set for Forming United Lutheran Body in USA ...... .47 
NacLOnaLCOUnGt On MOnURCIOB ASSEMULY a0) nie 2 6 ee ele alee 


URUGUAY: New Federation to Take Part in Social Change Study ...... 27 
Evangelical Churches Upen Hospital at Montevideo. ...... 32 


U.0.0.h. + Orthodox, Churchmen tio Welcome ‘Youth Visitors... . 6 2 ew 2 6 20 
Moscow Patriarchate Holds Keception for Festival Participants 31 
Pe nemenercnies 1h not Gries igetel el Me Sie «Sale oe ee in eh he 
Patriarch Alexius to Visit Serbdian eeiaren centr se ie epee $l 6) 
Uheurarriarch. anc. ule Goverment. -. .) + <4 le c+ te lie 6. # vce yer RO 
YUGOSLAVIA: Nine Thousand Hungarian Refugees Remain. ......+.+-.+ 4 d/ 
Deaconesses House Closes at Vrbas... : sien 


Reformed Bishop on Atomic weapons in the’ Light ee the Bible . »40 
Ban Lifted on Journal of Moscow Patriarchate... pee tone None) 
Russian Archbishop Tells Yugoslavs About USSR Ciiceh see he eye 


NOTE: The next issue of The Ecumenical Press Service will appear 


on January 10, 1958 
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